


Quality early childhood care & education
We expect our federal government to support a nationwide
system for early childhood care and education that is built
on principles of quality, universal access, affordability, and
focus on children’s development. Support for parents’
childcare choices is valuable, and when over 80% of Island
mothers of young children work outside the home, a healthy
publicly funded childcare system is essential. Families will
have no choices if childcare systems are low-quality because
there are no national standards, or if lack of federal
financial support makes them extinct or impossibly
expensive.
     

Improved maternity & parental benefits
We expect our federal government to improve the current
Employment Insurance-based system for maternity and
parental benefits by increasing access to benefits for parents
who are self-employed or in non-standard work arrange-
ments. We expect improvements to the value and duration of
benefits for Canadian families that welcome children into
their families by birth or adoption. We expect recent
recommendations on benefits reform from the Standing
Committee on the Status of Women to be implemented. 
      

Equal rights for Aboriginal women
We expect our federal government to ensure that Aboriginal
women’s rights keep pace with the rights of non-Aboriginal
women. This means ensuring matrimonial property rights
and taking immediate action on Bill C-31, to allow
Aboriginal women to pass Indian status to their children even
if they “married out” in the past. We expect our government
to help sustain Aboriginal women’s rights by supporting
women’s role in Aboriginal self-government.
     

Equal marriage
We expect our federal government to continue to recognize
the equal right of same-sex partners to have the benefits and
legal protections of marriage. We expect policy that values
the diversity of Canadian families. We expect our
government to uphold the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms in its legislation and to support the judgements of
our courts in interpreting the Charter of Rights.
      

Legal support for family break-ups
We expect our federal government to fund access to family
law and civil legal aid. The majority of clients for family law
legal aid are women, and PEI spends the lowest amount per
capita in Canada for this form of legal aid. Meanwhile,
criminal law legal aid, accessed mostly by men, is cost-
shared by federal and provincial governments. We expect
federal funding dedicated for family law legal aid to be
transferred to PEI and other provinces. We expect all pro-
vinces to be held to minimum national standards. We expect
amendments to the Divorce Act that protect the best interests
of children as well as the equality and safety of all women.
     

Women’s reproductive choice
We expect our federal government to ensure that women in
all regions of Canada, including PEI, have equal access to
medical care, as promised in the Canada Health Act. It is
unacceptable that Prince Edward Island hospitals will not
provide abortions when needed, and out-of-province
abortions remain difficult or expensive to access. We expect
the women’s health and gender analysis to have high priority
in government’s planning for the healthcare system. 

The end of dominance & abuse in relationships
We expect our federal government to be part of the solution
in preventing violence against women and girls. This means
building healthier families that can enjoy the benefits of
equality and cooperation. We expect our government to
support funding increases for the equality-seeking organ-
izations that are experts and leaders in eliminating violence
in our communities: workers, and especially front-line
workers, in women’s centres, shelters, and transition houses.
     

Female political leaders
We expect our federal government to take immediate
measures to support women to run for and serve in elected
office. We expect more than 21% of MPs to be women. We
expect proactive work among all political parties to get
women’s names on ballots. This means examining demo-
cratic and legislative processes to eliminate barriers to
women. It requires serious electoral and democratic reform.
     

A fairer voting system
We expect our federal government to be elected in a way
that gives every voter in every region a voice in making up
Parliament. We expect a movement towards a system of
proportional representation, in which the number of seats a
party holds is in balance with the number of votes the party
receives. We expect a Parliament where a wide range of
perspectives is represented. We expect a voting system that
includes gender balance as a principle, alongside balance
of population and geographical region.
     

Livable income for women & families 
We expect our federal government to enhance women’s
economic equality and to support citizens to attain livable
income for their families. We expect pay equity. We expect
recognition of the diversity of work that contributes to society,
including women’s non-paid work. Livable income means
recognizing the right of small and rural communities to retain
their young people and maintain families and social support
networks. It requires far-seeing, appropriate economic
development that looks beyond the next election. It requires an
appreciation for work, workers, and excellence in the workforce.
It requires a national plan for social housing. Since income is
the most important social determinant of health, livable income
must be recognized as a pillar of healthcare in Canada. We
expect the federal government to play an important role in
funding and setting national standards for social programs. 
      

Support for women’s equality worldwide
We expect our federal government to take leadership among
nations in promoting women’s equality and eradicating
poverty. We expect Canada to meet its commitments under
the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women. We expect Canada to
commit 0.7% of the Gross National Income to international
aid, to help make poverty history and to improve the lives of
women and girls worldwide.
      

Support for women working towards equality
We expect our federal government to fund organizations that
work for women’s equality. We expect equality to be a
priority in the federal budget, with a return to core funding
for equality-seeking organizations and increases to the
money available to these groups. We also expect all parties
to commit to maintaining the Standing Committee on the
Status of Women and taking up their recommendations.
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