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Learn to do by doing 

 

 

4-H Pledge 

I pledge: 

My HEAD to clearer thinking, 

My HEART to greater loyalty, 

My HANDS to larger service, 

My HEALTH to better living, 

For my club, my community and my country 

4-H Grace 

(Tune of Auld Lang Syne) 

We thank thee Lord, for blessings great 

On this, our own fair land. 

Teach us to serve thee joyfully, 

With head, heart, health and hands. 

 

 

 

Thank you to the Canadian Nursery Landscape Association (CNLA) in the development 
of this project.  
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INTRODUCTION 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
How to Use the 4-H Landscape Horticulture Project Activity Guide 
 
The 4-H Landscape Horticulture Project Activity Guide is divided into four themes. 
Each theme is identified with a box in the top left corner at the beginning of each 
activity.  The activities are presented in a logical order of progression and should be 
presented in this order. You will find an alphabetical index of the activities at the end 
of the guide. 
 
 
Theme # 1: Container Design: “Thrillers, Fillers, and Spillers” 
This section teaches members how to properly select, prepare, plant, and maintain a 
decorative container for every season. 
  
Theme # 2: Tree Rodeo Module 
This section teaches members how to identify 25 varieties of native trees by 
identification of flowers, keys, cone, bark, and winter silhouette and will learn how 
to key out species, press, mount, and label samples from trees.  
 
Theme # 3: “What’s Bugging You?” The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly  
This section teaches members how to identify, collect, mount, and label various 
insects found in their own back yards.  
 
Theme # 4: Cutting Edge Turf Tips 
This section focuses on the safe operation of various walk behind and riding lawn 
mowers and includes safe equipment operation, maintenance, and job procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

The 4-H Landscape Horticulture Project Activity Guide was designed with two age 
groups in mind: 
 

 Junior: 8 to 10 years of age 
 

 Intermediate: 11 to 14 years of age 
 
Each activity has been designed for both age groups. These activities are meant for 
members to have an opportunity to help them learn, evaluate, make decisions, 
communicate and develop confidence. 
 
Each activity has the following format: 
 
Title 

Topic 

Learning Outcomes 

Time 

Materials / Resources 

Instructions 

Suggestions 

Discussion / Comments 

Processing Prompts 

 
Each activity in the 4-H Landscape Horticulture Project has learning outcomes 
identified at the beginning of the activity, and processing prompts at the end. To gain 
a better understanding of why these were added to every activity, we have included 
the following section about experiential learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Experiential Learning 
 
Experiential learning is a model that, simply put, consists of action and reflection. 
Research shows that learning is often best achieved when it is fun, active, interesting 
and easy to understand. Participating in fun activities creates a sense of togetherness 
within a group and help members relate to one another, as well as allows the group to 
relax, to feel safe and at ease.  Through guided reflection and discussion, activities 
with meaning often help individuals understand concepts and skills more than if the 
same meaning was presented in a lecture format. 
 
A leader can help 4-H members and groups learn by leading activities with meaning.  
These activities can then be processed to help the group find the meaning.  These 
lessons can then be applied to other areas of the members’ lives – helping them to 
transfer the meaning from the activity to the real world and everyday life. 
 
The following 4-H Landscape Horticulture Activity Guide includes learning outcomes 
at the beginning of each activity.  Members will discuss and explore the meaning 
behind the activities and transfer these insights, through the help of the 4-H leader, 
into their everyday lives whether it be in sports teams, school groups, community 
groups or at home with family.  The 4-H leader can facilitate this by using the 
processing prompts listed at the end of each activity. 
 
What is Processing? 
 
Processing is when individuals reflect, describe, analyze and communicate what they 
have or will be experiencing in an activity.  
 
Each activity has processing prompts.  There will be a list of questions to ask 
regarding concept to focus on a group discussion.  Some or all of the questions can be 
used to process the activity.  Feel free to add your own processing prompts if you feel 
there is a specific topic that you would like to discuss. 
 
When using the Activity Guide, processing is most easily done with the group when 
sitting or standing in a circle, and when the group is attentive and focused on the 
discussion. 
 
When questions are designed properly and used thoughtfully, discussion questions can 
be an effective learning tool that promotes creativity, as well as generates 
meaningful interaction and understanding for the member.  Processing can be fast or 
slow depending on the group and the activity. 
 

 
 
 



 

Theme # 1: Container Design: “Thrillers, Fillers and Spillers”  

ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Location, Location 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Choosing a Site 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES  
To identify factors to be considered in choosing a location for a planted container 
 
TIME    40 minutes 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES  

 A variety of gardening and horticulture magazines with various 
pictures of planted containers 
 

 Poster paper 
 

 Markers 
  

 Glue 
 

 Scissors 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Have members go through a variety of gardening and horticulture magazines to find 
and cut out photos of planted containers that are: near buildings, walls, hedges, or 
fences; are in direct sun or shade; or in unusual settings. 
 
Have members create a list on poster paper of different locations that containers can 
be placed in the landscape and glue a sample picture beside each location on the 
chart.  (These photos can also be used during future project meetings for design 
inspiration.) 
 
Find out the zone hardiness of your location at: 
(http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/nsdb/climate/hardiness/intro.html) 
 
Find out first and last frost dates for major cities near you: 
http://www.veseys.com/ca/en/learn/reference/frost/canada 
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
First, have a discussion of what are plant’s needs: water, sunlight, wind, and 
temperature: 
 
  

http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/nsdb/climate/hardiness/intro.html
http://www.veseys.com/ca/en/learn/reference/frost/canada


 

 
WATER: What amount of water does the plant require?  Some plants are much more 
drought tolerant than others and for this reason they tend to be better choices for 
containers. 
 
SUNLIGHT: How much sun is the plant getting throughout the day?  Plants must be 
shade tolerant or sun-loving depending on amount of sunlight 

WIND: Wind can damage leaves and flowers and will quickly dry out the container soil.  
Reduce exposure to wind by placing container near buildings, walls, fences, hills, 
hedges, trees, or tall perennials. 

TEMPERATURE:  Dates of first and last frosts vary significantly across the country.  
Therefore it is important to know what “hardiness zone” you are in so that you choose 
plants that are hardy to your region to extend the life of the plants in the container. 

Each location has its own set of pros and cons.  Using the list of locations that was 
created, discuss with the group how the needs of the plants are being met or not met 
in each location.   

PROCESSING PROMPTS 
What factors should you consider when choosing a location for your container? (Sun 
light, exposure) 

What should you consider when choosing your plants? (Sun or shade loving, drought 
tolerant, zone hardy) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Comparing Containers 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Choosing a Container for Planting 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To evaluate containers for their suitability for planting 
 
TIME  30 minutes 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 

 A large variety of different shapes and sizes of containers that could 
be used to hold plants.  Provide some more “traditional” planters but 
include several unusual examples that would not be normally used as 
a planter.  Also include some that would not be suitable as 
containers. 

 Examples of suitable containers:  
o “Traditional planters”: plastic, terra cotta, cast iron etc. 
o “Non-traditional planter”: coffee can, wooden box, old tea 

kettle, rubber boot (anything that can hold soil and water and can 
have drainage holes put into the bottom) 

 Examples of containers that are not suitable: 
o Too tall and could fall over (eg. vase), too shallow so soil cannot 

be held (eg. shallow tray), too many or too large holes in the 
bottom so soil runs through, no drainage holes can be made (eg. 
concrete) 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Set out all the containers on the table.  Have members look and hold each container 
and evaluate if they feel it would make a good container for planting. 
 
Have members place the containers into one of three piles based on suitability for 
planting: “good, fair, and poor”. 
 
Starting at the “poor” pile and working towards the “good” pile discuss each 
container and why it was placed in each pile. 
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
Discuss what characteristics are desired in a container: 
Ability to hold soil: containers must have a drainage hole but the hole cannot be too 
large as the soil will wash through it. 
 



 

Study enough to not fall over: containers should have wide bases to balance out the 
weight of the soil, plants, and water that it holds. 

 
Drainage holes: containers should have small drainage holes in the bottom to allow 
excess water to drain out of the container.  Plant roots do not do well if they are 
sitting in water. 
 
Size: small containers dry out quickly, large are hard to move but hold more water 
and provide more space for plants to grow. 
 
PROCESSING PROMPTS 
What characteristics make a container good for planting?  
What are some other items that could be used as a container for planting? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

“Thrillers, Fillers, and Spillers” 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Container Plant Categories 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To become familiar with the three categories of plants used in container planting. 
 
TIME  30 minutes 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 

 An assortment of either photos of plants or live plants from the three 
categories that are available in your region 

 Examples of planted containers using the three categories of plants. 
 http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening 
 http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-

gardening/2007/05/01/container-plants-made-shade 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Have members look at each plant and note the size, colour, texture, and growing 
habit. 
 
Have members place plants into one of three categories: thrillers, fillers, and spillers. 
 
Then have members take one plant from each category and make a grouping that is 
pleasing to them. 
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
“Thrillers” are the one tall plant that is the focal point for the container.  From the 
samples, which plants are “thrillers”?  Examples are Cannas, New Zealand flax, and 
ornamental grasses. 
 
“Fillers” are the middle plants that tie the design together.  From the samples, which 
plants are “fillers”?  Examples are coral bells, coleus, verbena, geraniums, impatiens, 
herbs, and colourful leaf lettuce. 
 
“Spillers” are the plants that trail and spill out of the container.  From the samples, 
which plants are “spillers”?  Examples are sweet potato vine, German ivy, and 
calibrachoa. 
 
There is no “right” or “wrong” way to group thrillers, fillers, and spillers together as 
long as a plant from each category is included and they are aesthetically pleasing.  

http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening
http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening/2007/05/01/container-plants-made-shade
http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening/2007/05/01/container-plants-made-shade


 

Why did you group the plants the way you did?  Was it based on colour, texture, 
shape? 

 
PROCESSING PROMPTS 
What is a “thriller” plant and what is its role in a container design? 
What is a “filler” plant and what is its role in a container design? 
What is a “spiller” plant and what is its role in a container design? 
What plant combinations, one from each category, do you like best and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Goin’ Explorin’ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Visit to a Local Garden Centre 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To explore the variety of plants available at the local garden centre 
 
TIME  1 hour (plus travel time); should be done in May 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES   

 Paper 
 Pens 
 Digital camera 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Visit a local garden centre and observe the wide variety of plants available in your 
location.   
 
Have members create three plant lists from plants they observe: “thrillers”, “fillers”, 
and “spillers”. 
 
Have them choose their favourite plant from each category and group them together 
on a tray.  Take a picture of the grouping and take note of the names of the plants. 
 
Don’t let the other members know whose photo is whose and see if they can guess 
each other’s designs. 
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
Contact the garden centre manager prior to the visit and see if a tour of the facility 
could be given to the members. 
 
Discuss the lists created by the members.   Sometimes it is difficult to know which 
category a plant best fits into.   
 
Looking at the photos taken of their preferred groupings, what characteristics make it 
a pleasing grouping? (Eg. Are the colours the same or complimentary?  Are the plants 
unusual?)   
 
PROCESSING PROMPTS 
Are some plants listed in more than one category?   
Were there some plants that you had never seen before? 
From the plants on your lists, can you pick one from each list that you would like to 
plant together in a container? 



 

 
ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Container Prep 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Preparing Container for Planting  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To learn how to prepare and fill a planter container 
 
TIME  20 minutes; should be done in May 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 

 Soap, brushes, and water 
 Mesh screen or broken pieces of terra cotta pots 
 Garden gloves and aprons 
 Potting soil   
 Watering can 
 Tarp and small shovel 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Have members scrub and clean their containers with warm water and soap inside and 
out.  
 
Have members place mesh screen or broken terra cotta pieces into the bottom of the 
container over the drainage hole.  This will allow water to drain out while keeping the 
soil in the container.  
 
Have members open bags of potting soil on to the tarp and using the watering can, 
add water to soil mixture until is moistened.  Turn soil over with shovel a few times to 
ensure soil is evenly moistened. 
 
Have members fill containers with moistened potting soil until they are 75% filled.   
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
It is important to have member thoroughly clean their containers to reduce the 
chances of pests and diseases being introduced to the new planting.  Commercially 
available container planting mixes are widely available.  They are light in weight, 
hold nutrients, and are pathogen and disease free.  These soils are made of mainly 
peat moss or coir fibre (coconut husks) and compost and may also have vermiculite 
and perlite to retain water and improve aeration.   The potting soil is often very dry 
when purchased so water needs to be added to ensure the roots of the plants in the 
container have a good supply of water. 
 

 



 

PROCESSING PROMPTS 
Why is it important to clean the containers well before using? 
Why did you place a mesh screen (or broken terra cotta) over the hole at the bottom 
of the container? 

Why did we add water to the potting soil before putting it into the container? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Ready, Set, Plant! 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Planting the Container 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To choose plants from each group and to learn to plant the container 
 
TIME  20 minutes; should be done in May 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 

 A variety of plants from each category of “thrillers”, “fillers”, and 
“spillers” 

 Garden gloves and aprons 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Have members choose three types of plants (one from each category) that are 
esthetically pleasing together.  Members may need multiple plants depending on 
container size. 
 
Place plants on top of the soil into position before taking off the pots to see what the 
arrangement will look like.  Place the “thriller” in the centre of the design, followed 
next by the “fillers”, and place the “spillers” around the edge of the container.  Make 
sure there are enough plants to make the container look full. 
 
Once a design is decided, begin planting from the middle and work outwards.  Holding 
the plant in one hand, gently remove the plastic pot and place in the container.  
Continue until all plants are in place. 
 
Add more potting soil to surround roots of all plants making sure there are no air 
pockets or gaps.  Add more soil up to 5 cm from the top edge of the container.  Water 
until the container is thoroughly wet.  Add more soil if needed. 
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
It is important that the plants aren’t placed too deeply or too shallowly to ensure the 
roots can grow and the plant doesn’t rot.  There should be no exposed roots and soil 
should be at the level of the plant crown which is where the plant stem meets the 
roots.  If the crown is buried lower than soil level, rot and death of the plant may 
occur. 
 
PROCESSING PROMPTS 
Why is it important to make sure there are no air pockets between the plants? 
Why is it important to water the container thoroughly right after it is planted? 

 



 

ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Keeping It Beautiful 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Container Maintenance 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To learn how to keep the planted container looking great throughout the season 
 
TIME  20 minutes (Approximately 4 weeks following previous lesson) 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 

 Planted container from previous lesson 
 Garden gloves and aprons 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
As a group, observe the members’ containers.  Discuss the challenges that the 
members have had with their containers over the last four weeks.   
 
Have members perform the following maintenance to their containers: 
 

- Check the containers for weeds.  Pull out any weeds that are seen. 
 

- Check planters for leaves and flowers that are looking tattered, brown, or dead 
and remove them. 

 
- Pinch back plants that are getting too tall to encourage fuller growth. 

 
- Tall plants may require staking onto a single stake or trellis. 

 
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
Discuss the need for watering containers thoroughly on a regular basis to avoid many 
problems.   
 
Discuss the importance of keeping the area around the location of the container weed 
free. 
 
Removing dead flower heads and leaves reduces potential disease problems. 
 
PROCESSING PROMPTS 
Why is it important to pinch off dead flowers and leaves? 
If a plant is getting very tall, what can you do? 

 



 

ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Seasonal Displays 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Planting a Seasonal Container 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To learn how to plant a container for the fall and winter 
 
TIME  40 minutes; should be done in October or November 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 

 Cut evergreen branches such as pine, spruce, or cedar 
 Cut branches of red dogwood, curly willow, or silver birch 
 Natural elements such as: rose hips, pine cones, or teasel  
 Potting soil 
 Watering can 
 Shovel 
 Hand trowel 
 Winter hardy container made of wood, concrete, or metal and not 

terra cotta, plastic, or ceramic as they may crack in cold 
temperatures. 

 Garden gloves and apron. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Have members open bags of potting soil on to the tarp and using the watering can, 
add water to soil mixture until is moistened.  Turn soil over with shovel a few times to 
ensure soil is evenly moistened. 
 
If the containers already have soil in them, have members remove any old plant 
material and loosen the soil with the hand trowel. 
 
Have members fill containers with moistened potting soil until they are filled to 
within 3 cm from the top edge.   Have them pack down the soil firmly with their 
hands to ensure a solid base for the branches and other elements. 
 
Evergreens will be the anchor of the container.  Have members position them in the 
soil so that they stand upright in the middle and angle the out over the sides.  Press 
down on the soil to hold the branches in place. 
 
Add cut branches near the centre of the container for height and contrast. 
 
Fill in the spaces around the branches with the other natural elements.  Moisten the 
soil. 
 



 

DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
The plantings should stay looking good outside for the winter season.  Before the soil 
is frozen, it may be necessary to continue to dampen the soil.  Once winter arrives 
and the soil freezes, it won’t be necessary to water the soil. 
 
PROCESSING PROMPTS 
What types of branches are used to anchor the container planting? 

What other natural or artificial elements could be added to the design? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ACTIVITY GUIDE: CONTAINER DESIGN 

 

Winter Blooms 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPIC  Forcing Bulbs Indoors 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
To learn how to forces bulbs to bloom indoors during the winter months 
 
TIME 40 minutes; should be done in early October for flowers in approximately 

16 weeks or late January. 
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 

 15 – 18 cm high clay or plastic pots  
 Container potting soil 
 Shallow glass bowl 
 Glass beads or clear rocks 
 Bulbs: tulips, amaryllis, daffodils, hyacinths, and crocus  

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Forcing In Pots: 
Have members placing a 2.5 cm layer of soil in the bottom of the pot.  Inside the pot 
place the bulbs in a circle, with one in the middle of the circle, close together on top 
of the soil layer with the pointy end sticking up.  Usually 5-6 bulbs will fit into a pot. 
 
Cover the bulbs with 5 cm of soil.  Keep a 1 cm space at the top of the pot for 
watering. 
 
Take care not to push the soil down or damage the bulbs.  Water the container until 
all of the soil is moistened but don’t overwater so that water sits on top of the soil. 
 
Cover the container with plastic wrap with a few holes.  Keep the pots in the 
refrigerator (at 1.5 – 8 degrees C) for 12 – 13 weeks.  Make sure the soil is always 
moist. 
 
Take the pot out of the refrigerator and place in a cool (18-20 degrees C), sunny 
location for 1 week, then to a warmer (22 – 24 degrees C), sunny location.  The bulbs 
should flower in 3 – 4 weeks. 
 
Forcing In Water: 
The best bulbs for forcing in water are daffodils, hyacinths, and crocus.  Have 
students place glass beads or stones in shallow glass bowl.  
 

 
 



 

Place bulbs pointy side up between stones.  Add water to just cover bottom of bulbs. 
 
Place bowl in a cool (between 5 – 10 degrees C), dark room for 4-8 weeks until the 
roots develop and the tops elongate.  Place in a bright window to bloom. 
 
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS 
For planting in pots, usually 6 tulip bulbs, 3 hyacinths, 6 daffodils, or 15 crocus will 
fill a 15 - 18 cm pot. 
 
It is necessary to cool the bulbs for both types of planters for the recommended 
period of time because it triggers the dormancy that the bulbs need to have before 
they are able to produce new growth. 
 
Bringing the bulbs into a warmer environment triggers the bulbs to start producing 
new growth.  It is always best to bring the bulbs out of their cool dormancy in stages.  
That is why it is recommended to first bring them out to a cooler temperature before 
progressing to a warmer environment.  This will allow the bulbs to grow more slowly 
and last longer. 
 
PROCESSING PROMPTS 
What triggers the bulbs to go from a dormant state? 
What triggers the bulbs to producing new growth? 
What are two different methods used to force bulbs? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Resources 
 
Glossary of Terms 

 
Crown: 
Is where the plant stem meets the roots.  
 
Frost Date:   
Calendar date when the first frost (0 degrees C) will likely occur based on historical 
averages. 
 
Hardiness Zone: 
A geographically defined area in which a specific category of plant life is capable of 
growing as defined by climatic conditions including its ability to withstand the 
minimum temperatures of the zone.  

 

Container Design: “Thrillers, Fillers, and Spillers” 
 
Suggested Plants for Containers: 

“THRILLERS” “FILLERS” 
 

“SPILLERS” 

Canna Lily Coleus 
 

Morning Glory 

Salvia Geraniums 
 

Petunias 

Bananas  Hibiscus 
 

Swedish Ivy 

Variegated Grasses Marigolds 
 

Silver Helichrysum 

Aloe Vera Salvia  
 

Million Bells 

Dracaena “Red Star” Lantana 
 

Dianthus 

Phormium Begonia  
 

Morning Glory  “Blackie” 

Pennisetum “Purple Majesty” Cockscomb Dusty miller 
 

Mandevilla (on a trellis) Petunias 
 

Impatiens 

Elephant Ears (Caladium) Kale/Swiss Chard/Dark leaf Lettuce Sweet Peas 
 



 

Printed Resources: 
 
 
Armitage, A.; Armitage’s Garden Annuals: A Color Encyclopedia, Timber Press, 
Portland, Oregon 2004. 
 
Cope, E. A.; Muenscher’s Keys to Woody Plants; Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New 
York, 2001. 
 
Merilees, B. and Lyons, C.P.; Trees, Shrubs, and Flowers to Know in Washington and 
British Columbia, Lone Pine Publishing, Edmonton, Alberta, 1996. 
 
Peters, L.; Beck, A; and Williamson, D.; Container Gardening for Canada, Lone Pine 
Publishing, Edmonton, Alberta 2007. 
 
Internet Resources: 
 
 
Find out the zone hardiness of your location at: 
(http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/nsdb/climate/hardiness/intro.html) 
 
Find out first and last frost dates for major cities near you: 
http://www.veseys.com/ca/en/learn/reference/frost/canada 
 
Examples of planted containers and suggested plants: 
http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening 
http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening/2007/05/01/container-
plants-made-shade 
 
 
Canadian Green Industry Associations: 
 
Canadian Nursery Landscape Association:  www.canadanursery.com 
 
Quebec Nursery Association: www.aqpp.org  
 
British Columbia Landscape & Nursery Association: www.bclna.com 
 
Landscape Manitoba: www.landscapemanitoba.com 
 
Landscape Alberta Nursery Association: www.landscape-alberta.com 
 
Landscape New Brunswick Horticultural Trade Association: www.nbhta.ca 
 
Landscape Newfoundland Labrador: www.landscapenl.org 

 
Landscape Nova Scotia Horticultural Trades Association: www.landscapenovascotia.ca 

http://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/nsdb/climate/hardiness/intro.html
http://www.veseys.com/ca/en/learn/reference/frost/canada
http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening
http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening/2007/05/01/container-plants-made-shade
http://www.gardenwiseonline.ca/gw/container-gardening/2007/05/01/container-plants-made-shade
http://www.canadanursery.com/
http://www.aqpp.org/
http://www.bclna.com/
http://www.landscapemanitoba.com/
http://www.landscape-alberta.com/
http://www.nbhta.ca/
http://www.landscapenl.org/
http://www.landscapenovascotia.ca/


 

 
Landscape Ontario: www.landscapeontario.com 
 
Saskatchewan Nursery Landscape Association: www.snla.ca 
 

http://www.landscapeontario.com/
http://www.snla.ca/

