
 
 
 
 
 

STATISTICS CANADA RELEASES  
2006 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE DATA 

 
 

 
 On May 16, 2007 Statistics Canada released the first data from the 2006 Census of Agri-
culture. The Census indicates that as of May 16, 2006 there were 1,700 farms on Prince Edward 
Island compared to 1,845 farms in 2001, a reduction of 7.9 per cent. Total farm area fell by 4.1 per 
cent from 646,137 acres in 2001 to 619,885 acres in 2006. The number of farms with less than 400 
acres fell from 1,367 farms in 2001 to 1,250 in 2006 (down by 8.6%), while the number of farms 
greater than 400 acres in size decreased from 478 farms in 2001 to 450 farms in 2006 (down by 
5.9%). Potato acreage was 97,637 acres in 2006 compared to 106,889 acres in 2001 reducing  its 
share of farmland from 16.5 per cent in 2001 to 15.8 per cent in 2006. 

 
TABLE 1 

LAND USE, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 
 
 AREA in ACRES 
Census Year 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 
        
Number of farms  3,154 2,833 2,361 2,217 1,845 1,700 
Total land area 1,399,040 1,399,040 1,399,040 1,399,040 1,399,040 1,399,040 1,399,040 
Land use other than farms 668,005 699,673 725,844 759,347 743,675 752,903 779,155 
Total area of farms 731,035 699,367 673,196 639,693 655,365 646,137 619,885 
Land in crops 391,534 391,118 386,715 380,796 420,971 433,641 423,281 
     Potatoes 51,621 63,878 64,219 77,809 108,158 106,889 97,637 
     Other crops 339,913 327,240 322,496 302,987 312,813 326,752 325,644 
Summer fallow 5,791 7,481 6,541 2,464 903 520 571 
Tame or seeded pasture 95,787 89,521 55,899 47,636 29,221 29,192 26,803 
All other land 237,923 211,247 224,041 208,797 204,270 182,784 169,230 
 
 

TABLE 2 
SHARE OF FARMLAND, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

 
Census Year 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 
        
Potatoes 7.1 9.1 9.5 12.2 16.5 16.5 15.8 
Other crops 46.5 46.8 47.9 47.4 47.7 50.6 52.5 
Summer fallow 0.8 1.1 1.0 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Tame or seeded pasture 13.1 12.8 8.3 7.4 4.5 4.5 4.3 
All other farm land 32.5 30.2 33.3 32.6 31.2 28.3 27.3 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 



 
 

TABLE 3 
SHARE OF TOTAL LAND AREA, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

 
Census Year 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 
        
Potatoes 3.7 4.6 4.6 5.6 7.7 7.6 7.0 
Other crops 24.3 23.4 23.1 21.7 22.4 23.4 23.3 
Summer fallow 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 
Tame or seeded pasture 6.8 6.4 4.0 3.4 2.1 2.1 1.9 
All other farm land 17.0 15.1 16.0 14.9 14.6 13.1 12.1 
Land use other than farms 47.7 50.0 51.9 54.3 53.2 53.8 55.7 
Total land use 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 
 

TABLE 4 
NUMBER OF FARMS CLASSIFIED BY TOTAL FARM AREA 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1991, 1996, 2001 and 2006 CENSUSES 
 

 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE Percentage change 
Total farm area: 2006 2001 1996 1991 2006/2001 2006/1991 
       
Under 10 acres 85 78 156 122 9.0 -30.3 
From 10 to 69 acres 297 287 372 328 3.5 -9.5 
From 70 to 129 acres 264 282 348 393 -6.4 -32.8 
From 130 to 179 acres 155 198 233 305 -21.7 -49.2 
From 180 to 239 acres 159 186 223 283 -14.5 -43.8 
From 240 to 399 acres 290 336 380 461 -13.7 -37.1 
From 400 to 559 acres 148 164 225 239 -9.8 -38.1 
From 560 to 759 acres 97 116 110 110 -16.4 -11.8 
From 760 to 1,119 acres 97 94 93 61 3.2 59.0 
From 1,120 to 1,599 acres 45 49 39 34 -8.2 32.4 
1,600 acres and over 63 55 38 25 14.5 152.0 
Total number of farms 1,700 1,845 2,217 2,361 -7.9 -28.0 

 
 

TABLE 5 
NUMBER OF FARMS CLASSIFIED BY TOTAL FARM AREA 

KINGS COUNTY, 1991, 1996, 2001 and 2006 CENSUSES 
 

 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE Percentage change 
Total farm area: 2006 2001 1996 1991 2006/2001 2006/1991 
       
Under 10 acres 9 12 29 16 -25.0 -43.8 
From 10 to 69 acres 43 42 56 38 2.4 13.2 
From 70 to 129 acres 43 44 48 63 -2.3 -31.7 
From 130 to 179 acres 32 42 35 40 -23.8 -20.0 
From 180 to 239 acres 25 30 42 55 -16.7 -54.5 
From 240 to 399 acres 50 55 65 81 -9.1 -38.3 
From 400 to 559 acres 22 31 45 57 -29.0 -61.4 
From 560 to 759 acres 22 25 18 24 -12.0 -8.3 
From 760 to 1,119 acres 16 18 13 9 -11.1 77.8 
From 1,120 to 1,599 acres 6 9 10 6 -33.3 0.0 
1,600 acres and over 18 14 12 7 28.6 157.1 
Total number of farms 286 322 373 396 -11.2 -27.8 

 



 
TABLE 6 

 
NUMBER OF FARMS CLASSIFIED BY TOTAL FARM AREA 

QUEENS COUNTY, 1991, 1996, 2001 and 2006 CENSUSES 
 

 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE Percentage change 
Total farm area: 2006 2001 1996 1991 2006/2001 2006/1991 
       
Under 10 acres 42 44 71 46 -4.5 -8.7 
From 10 to 69 acres 165 149 200 191 10.7 -13.6 
From 70 to 129 acres 134 152 194 206 -11.8 -35.0 
From 130 to 179 acres 77 100 118 156 -23.0 -50.6 
From 180 to 239 acres 88 100 114 140 -12.0 -37.1 
From 240 to 399 acres 149 175 197 223 -14.9 -33.2 
From 400 to 559 acres 68 76 98 87 -10.5 -21.8 
From 560 to 759 acres 48 48 45 38 0.0 26.3 
From 760 to 1,119 acres 32 30 31 24 6.7 33.3 
From 1,120 to 1,599 acres 14 15 7 9 -6.7 55.6 
1,600 acres and over 18 16 13 10 12.5 80.0 
Total number of farms 835 905 1,088 1,130 -7.7 -26.1 

 
 

TABLE 7 
NUMBER OF FARMS CLASSIFIED BY TOTAL FARM AREA 

PRINCE COUNTY, 1991, 1996 and 2001 CENSUSES 
 

 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE Percentage change 
Total farm area: 2006 2001 1996 1991 2006/2001 2006/1991 
       
Under 10 acres 34 22 56 60 54.5 -43.3 
From 10 to 69 acres 89 96 116 99 -7.3 -10.1 
From 70 to 129 acres 87 86 106 124 1.2 -29.8 
From 130 to 179 acres 46 56 80 109 -17.9 -57.8 
From 180 to 239 acres 46 56 67 88 -17.9 -47.7 
From 240 to 399 acres 91 106 118 157 -14.2 -42.0 
From 400 to 559 acres 58 57 82 95 1.8 -38.9 
From 560 to 759 acres 27 43 47 48 -37.2 -43.8 
From 760 to 1,119 acres 49 46 49 28 6.5 75.0 
From 1,120 to 1,599 acres 25 25 22 19 0.0 31.6 
1,600 acres and over 27 25 13 8 8.0 237.5 
Total number of farms 579 618 756 835 -6.3 -30.7 

 
For more information visit the 2006 Census of Agriculture website at: 

www.statcan.ca/english/agcensus2006/index.htm  
 

or contact: 
 

Hank Spierenburg 
Economist – Statistics 
Economics, Statistics and Federal Fiscal Relations Section 
P.E.I. Department of the Provincial Treasury 
Tel. (902) 368-4035 E-mail: hxspierenburg@gov.pe.ca 

http://www.statcan.ca/english/agcensus2006/index.htm
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