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Backgrounder

The Bonshaw Hills Public Lands Committee’s recommendations

1. The task of refining plans for all land parcels should be completed by a smaller
committee in the coming six to eight months (October 2013 – May 2014) after
decision-making on ownership and management by Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal. 

2. Appropriate financial resources should be made available to complete the
necessary field work for biological inventories. 

3. Management of all public lands discussed here should be developed with three
core principles in mind: conservation of sensitive lands, recreation through active
living and nature education for all ages. 

4. Regarding ownership of the provincial lands, the Committee recommends:

a. The lands be transferred to non-profit land conservation trusts where
possible; this is our preferred option.

b. As an alternative to transfer of the lands, those parcels in the vicinity of the
two provincial parks (Bonshaw and Strathgartney) could be incorporated
into an expanded provincial park.

c. The lands could also be leased long-term (50+ years) to land conservation
trust(s); we see this as a possibility only if the previous two options turn out
to be unworkable.

d. Ownership of productive agricultural land could be turned over to the private
sector if there was interest in a trade for other (private) lands of high
ecological value in the vicinity.

5. Landowners allowing access across private lands to improve connectivity of
public lands should be protected by limited liability legislation.

6. The Province should seek partnerships to undertake restoration, nature
interpretation and active living recreation components of long-term management.

7. All provincial lands retained in the area should be designated under the Natural
Areas Protection Act for their exceptional ecological value, both individually and
when considered as a whole, connected environment. Corridor development
should not be considered for these parcels. 



The Bonshaw Hills Public Lands Committee’s recommendations ... page 2

- more -

8. Loop trails of several kilometres in length should be developed for active living
and would be of great value in an expanded parklands concept. Portions of the
trails should be designed to be fully accessible, and all trails should be designed
with a wide diversity of users in mind.

9. Better structural access for fishing and boating could be incorporated into the
area currently used at the TCH bridge. A more rudimentary access might also be
possible from Parcel C if planned to minimize riparian damage.

10. The committee supports the public’s request for replacement of the Green Road
footbridge with a new footbridge at the same location. It would allow for a greater
variety of options in foot and bike access to the Bonshaw Provincial Park and
adjoining public lands.

11. The committee recommends that connectivity of lands north and south of the
TCH be improved with construction of a more multi-use walkway under the
bridge.

12. Greater connectivity of public lands should be planned for, either through private
land agreements or where that is not possible through use of sections of the old
TCH. Cul-de-sac planning on the old TCH should incorporate this desire for
connectivity of public lands.

13. Trails must be carefully planned to balance the ecological sensitivity of some of
the riparian and older upland forest stands with public use.

14. Land parcels should be prioritized and inventoried for ecologically sensitive
spaces and associated biological components.

15. The current scenic and heritage values of Crosby, Wharf, Bolger Park and
Peters Roads should be retained, provided that it does not interfere with the
ability of DTIR to manage them for soil erosion.

16. In keeping with the principle of recreation through active living, we recommend
that motorized vehicles have no access to these public lands, enforced by
adequate signage and trail design principles.

17. The use of parcels A and B (including adjacent lands A1 and A2) by University of
PEI and Holland College is endorsed by the Committee; research and
conservation needs should be the determinants of timing and extent of public
access.

18. The Province and partner NGOs should explore options to protect adjacent
private lands with high ecological integrity.
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19. The public should be given an opportunity to comment on the specific
management plans over the coming year as they are developed.

20. The all-season use of any expanded parklands should be facilitated through
access to appropriate year-round infrastructure. 
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