
Buyers’ Discussion and Comments Paper
Updating Prince Edward Island’s Ground Hemlock Harvest Regulations

Date: February 18, 2014

Name:                                                                                                                       
Ground Hemlock Buyers’ License Number and expiration date:
                                                                                                        
Company Name:                                                            
Mailing Address:                                                            

                                                            Postal Code                   
Phone #                                                             (Work)

                                                            ( Cell)
Email Address:                                                            

The province is looking for comments in regards to the following sections of the Ground
Hemlock Harvest Regulations. If there is not enough space in the comments section, please
include additional comments on another piece of paper with your name. 

1. Harvester Training*
Since the introduction of the regulations, a number of Ground Hemlock Harvester training
programs and approaches have been undertaken including direct government delivery, contracted
delivery and buyer delivery. 

In our experience, enabling buyers to offer Ground Hemlock Harvester training courses has been
the most effective approach. This allows buyers to schedule and deliver courses when the
industry requires additional workers and when workers are available.  We also feel it would be
best if all buyers were required, as part of their license, to offer training harvester training several
times a year for new entrants in to the industry. Therefore, we are seeking comment on this
approach.

All training programs would still have to meet standards outlined  by the province and the
province would require several days prior notice to allow officials to attend these courses.
Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
    *Note:  Responsibility for Buyer Training will remain with the province and delivered on

an on-request basis.



Name:                                                                                                                       

2. Temporary Licensing
The present system of preparing and mailing a Ground Hemlock Harvesters letter to students
who have successfully completed the course can take a week to 10 days from the date of the
course to delivery. Until they receive their letter, the worker cannot apply for their license. 

There may be options to allow instructors to issue temporary licenses to successful students. This
temporary license would be good for a short period from the date of issue and would allow them
to work until they receive their letter and thus can obtain their permanent license.

Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             

3. Mechanization
Because that was the industry standard at the time, the current regulations only permit harvesting
by hand clipping. Since then there has been interest in mechanizing some of the harvest to
increase worker productivity and decrease production costs.  

There may be options to permit mechanized harvesting systems while ensuring the sustainability
of the resource, safety and training of the worker, and needs of the industry and land owners. 

Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             



Name:                                                                                                                       

4. Agricultural Production of T. Canadensis
The current regulations focus on the harvest of wild stands of T. canadensis. In the intervening
years, there has been interest in “farming” Taxus by converting high value forest sites to natural
ground hemlock production or planting Taxus seedlings. 

There maybe be room to create a special category for “farmed” Taxus canadensis production if a
suitable reporting and sustainability mechanism is established.

Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             

5. Buyer Reporting
The current regulations require licensed buyers to file reports with the province providing
information such as harvest volume, harvesters ID numbers, land owners, storage /receiving
facilities, etc.  In order to maintain a Buyers’ license, all buyers, whether they are active in the
industry or not, must submit these reports twice a year.

There may be options to streamline the reporting mechanism while providing the information
required to enforce the regulations.

Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             



Name:                                                                                                                       

6. Other Suggestions and Concerns:

6.1 If there are sections of the regulations that we have not addressed here but that you feel
should be, we would like to hear your comments. Please provide the section of the
Regulations that pertain to your thoughts and explains what changes should be considered
and why.

Existing Regulation #.                                              
Changes you suggest: 
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
What are the benefits of the proposed change?
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          

Existing Regulation #.                                              
Changes you suggest: 
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          

What are the benefits of the proposed change?
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          

6.2 If your feel there are areas that should be regulated but are currently not included in the
regulations, please provide your thoughts and what the benefits would be to industry, land
owners and/or government. 

                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                           
                                                                           
    

Signature:                                                      
Date:                                                             

Return by March 31, 2014 to: 
Ken Mayhew
Information Officer
Forest Fish and Wildlife Division
Box 2000, Charlottetown PE C1A 7N8
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