Premier’s Action Committee on Family Violence Prevention (PAC) is an advisory committee to the
Premier with member organizations appointed by Executive Council representing government
departments, community advocates, crisis and outreach workers, and representatives of legal, medical,
and law enforcement circles to ensure diversity and collective responsibility for family violence
prevention. PAC was first established in 1995 by former Premier Catherine Callbeck and was renewed
for five years by Premier Robert Ghiz in spring 2009.
This Activities Update details the accomplishments of PAC in the third year of the five-year
mandate, April 2011-March 2012.

Message from PAC Chair

Premier Robert Ghiz (right) displays
the declaration of 2012 Family Violence
Prevention Week, joined by Minister
Valerie E. Docherty (centre) and PAC
Chair Dr. Philip Smith (left).

Dr. Philip Smith
PAC Chairperson
Dr. Philip Smith is Professor of
Psychology at the University of Prince
Edward Island, where he teaches
courses in introductory psychology,
statistics and research design, and child
development, and advises honours
students conducting research in family
violence prevention. He served as
President of the PEI Transition House
Association in the late 1980s and was
a member of the Advisory Council to
the Canadian Panel on Violence Against
Women in the 1990s. Dr. Smith and his
wife Cathy Morgan live in Stratford with
their children Alexandra and Elijah.

Premier’s Action Committee on
Family Violence Prevention

This third year of PAC’s current five-year mandate has been marked by
effort, progress, and ongoing commitment to preventing family violence in
Prince Edward Island. The year also has been marked by the pain of families
and communities grieving the loss of loved ones in the wake of violence in
intimate relationships. We are yet again reminded of the work remaining to
advance our vision of, “A society where all individuals are safe, respected,
and valued, where any form of violence is unacceptable; and where children,
women, and men have opportunities to reach their full potential and
contribute to the overall well-being of all families and communities.”
A highlight this year was witnessing the activities marking Family Violence
Prevention Week in February, with activities taking place from Souris to
O’Leary, and engaging Islanders of all walks of life. It is an honour to be part
of such events with some of the women who have given decades of their
lives in volunteer and staff work to intervene in situations of family violence,
to support victims, and to prevent the recurrence of violence. It is inspiring
to be part of such events with other women and men who are living out
longstanding commitments to building a more equitable society, one of
respect for the dignity of others, one where abuse of power and control has
no place. And it is a joy to be part of such events with unfamiliar faces, young
and not-so-young Islanders joining the work to end violence in a more public
way than before.
You will see highlights in this report of PAC members’ ongoing work to
ensure the highest quality core services for families experiencing violence, and
for the five priority areas identified in the first year of our mandate: youth
engagement in family violence prevention; establishment of a comprehensive,
evidence-based system for parent education and support; raising awareness
and changing social norms that condone violence; establishment of a Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) system; and, civil
and criminal justice issues. This work is led by
the skilled and committed members of PAC, with
contributions made by others from PAC member
organizations and beyond. Of course, the work
cannot be bounded by existing services and
priority projects: everyone reading this report
is invited to join, individually and collectively, in
the work of building an Island community free of
family violence.
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PAC Overview
PAC Family Violence Statement

PAC’s Vision
A society where all individuals are
safe, respected and valued; where
any form of violence is unacceptable;
and where children, women, and men
have opportunities to reach their
full potential and contribute to the
overall well-being of families and
communities.

PAC Mandate

The mandate of the committee is:
• to coordinate the implementation of the
provincial Family Violence Prevention Strategy;
• to ensure integrity of community participation is
maintained;
• to ensure an evaluation component is in place;
• to develop a work plan;
• to promote the importance of resource
allocations necessary for implementation of the
strategy; and
• to communicate initiatives to ensure a high
public profile for family violence prevention is
maintained across the province.

Family violence affects, or will affect, all people in Prince
Edward Island. Family violence is connected to abuse of
power and control, and to injustice based on sex, race,
age, class, sexual orientation, and physical or mental ability.
Individual history, family history, and current circumstances
play a role in family violence.
Family violence is known by many names: child
maltreatment, child abuse, incest, child exposure to
domestic violence, intimate partner violence, spousal
violence, woman abuse, domestic violence, sibling abuse,
parent abuse, elder abuse, and abuse of older adults.
Family violence can affect anyone, from any demographic:
cultural, national and ethnic origin, socio-economic status,
education, gender, age and physical or mental ability.
Family violence can take many forms: harassment, verbal
abuse, threats, financial abuse, psychological abuse,
emotional abuse, spiritual abuse, neglect, damage to
property, injury to pets, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and
homicide.
Family violence can happen between: current and former
intimate partners (married and unmarried couples, including
same-sex couples, and dating partners); a legal guardian or
parent and child; blood, marriage or adoptive relatives; and
a live-in caregiver and care recipient.
Family violence hurts. It can cause physical and
psychological harm. Family violence violates the victim’s
rights and freedoms. Family violence harms the healthy
development of children and youth.
Family violence is a public health issue, a criminal justice
issue, and a human rights issue. To address family violence,
all of us in Prince Edward Island must work together and
share our resources.

PAC summer intern Jeremy Doucette (left) with
Administrative Support staff, Michelle Gill (right).

Premier Robert Ghiz (front row, left) is joined by Minister Valerie E.
Docherty (second from left) and PAC Chair Dr. Philip Smith (second
from right) in the Third Annual Walk in Silence for Victims of Family
Violence in Charlottetown.

Premier’s Action Committee on
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Accomplishments
• PAC Family Violence Resource Guide Update and Expansion
The Family Violence Resource Guide (the yellow, pocket size, foldout directory of services) first produced in 2007 was
updated in spring 2011 and again in early 2012 to include the most up-to-date resources for women, men and children who
have experienced family violence. Unless otherwise specified, services are available for both women and men. The Guide
can be downloaded from www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca . For hard copies call CLIA 1-800-240-9798.
• Monthly PAC E-Bulletin
The PAC E-Bulletin continues to be produced monthly with information on upcoming events and activities related to family
violence. The PAC E-Bulletin can be downloaded from www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca
• PAC Website Updates and Additions
www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca
The PAC website is a key resource for the public and professionals to obtain the most up-to-date information on family
violence services, prevention and upcoming events. This year statistics on family violence on Prince Edward Island were
added to the site for the first time. National statistics were also updated. In addition, a new section was added specifically
for teens, and the section for families and friends who want to help was expanded.
• Think Tank III on Parent Education and Support,The Difference Parenting Makes
The PAC Parent Education and Support Working Group, in partnership with the PEI Children’s Secretariat, sponsored this
Think Tank focused on the Triple P Positive Parenting Programme, an as especially promising programme for our Island.
Triple P is documented to reduce child maltreatment, reduce the need for out-of-home care of children, and reduce parental
conflict. Extensive research has documented a wide range of additional positive and cost-effective outcomes, including
marked reductions in children’s behavioural and emotional difficulties, and better outcomes for parents, including parents
facing especially challenging and complex lives. Psychologist and programme founder, Dr. Matt Sanders, gave an overview of
the impact of positive parenting on children and parents, and described the evidence base for Triple P.
• Professional Training:  What About the Boys? Positive Engagement
The PAC Youth Education Working Group organized two days of training sessions by Dr. Michael Kaufman, an educator
and writer focused on engaging men and boys to promote gender equality and end violence against women. Dr. Kaufman
addressed 1,600 teachers at the PEI Teachers’ Federation Conference and gave in-depth workshops to teachers, youth
workers, educational assistants and other front line service providers on gender issues that impact the emotional health and
wellbeing of boys.
• Access to Family Justice Think Tank
PAC member organizations Community Legal Information Association (CLIA) and the PEI Advisory Council on the Status
of Women, supported by the Law Foundation of PEI and PAC, hosted a Think Tank on Access to Family Law Justice on 25
November, 2011. Over 50 members of the legal, policy and practice communities benefited from a background document
prepared by CLIA and an expert panel presentation before deliberating about practical steps to improve access to family
law justice on PEI. Fourteen recommendations were identified at the Think Tank. The report on the Think Tank can be
downloaded from www.cliapei.ca/sitefiles/File/Misc/120111-TT-Final-Report.pdf
• Family Violence Prevention Week 2012
This year, the PAC Social Marketing Working Group launched the largest campaign to date to promote awareness of family
violence and prevention among neighbours, friends and families in our Island communities. Highlights included:
o PAC Community Town Halls held in Charlottetown and Summerside that gave community members information on
risk factors and warning signs, practical strategies for supporting those experiencing family violence, and first hand
information from the range of agencies and organizations that provide support services for victims, abusers and their
children.
o The 3rd Annual Charlottetown “Walk in Silence for Victims of Family Violence” with neighbours, friends and family
members from our youngest to oldest showing their resolve to work together to end the violence; the 2nd Annual Walk
in Summerside, and first Annual Walks in Georgetown, Montague and Souris.
o “Wear Purple Day” on February 15 celebrated in schools, offices and around the Island community.
o For more details see “2012 Campaign” on the PAC website: www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca
• Intern Support
Skills PEI provided funding for a summer intern, Jeremy Doucette, a UPEI Psychology honours graduate, to work with the
Family Violence Prevention and Community Development Coordinator and to provide support for PAC.
Premier’s Action Committee on
Family Violence Prevention
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PAC AD HOC Working Groups and Committees: Activity Updates
Youth Education Working Group
(YEWG)

Civil/Criminal Issues Working Group
(CCWG)

This year the Youth Education Working Group:

The role of this working group is to coordinate the
activities of various committees in the province who are
focused on family violence issues in the context of the
criminal and civil justice systems. Work of these various
committees includes the following:

• Coordinated two days of trainings in October 2011 by
Dr. Michael Kaufman, an educator and writer focused
on engaging men and boys to promote gender equality
and end violence against women. Dr. Kaufman was
a keynote speaker at the PEI Teachers’ Federation
Conference attended by 1,600 teachers. In addition
he gave in-depth workshops for teachers, youth
workers, educational assistants and a wide range of
front line service providers on gender issues that
impact the emotional health and wellbeing of boys, and
ways to promote boys’ emotional health and healthy
relationships. The trainings were developed to address
all levels of prevention: universal/primary, indicated/
secondary and selected/tertiary prevention. Funding
was provided by the PEI Teachers’ Federation, CUPE,
the Interministerial Women’s Secretariat, PAC, Mental
Health & Addictions,Youth Justice, and Child and Family
Services.

• Victims of Family Violence Act Steering Committee
– monitors utilization of the Act; and coordinates
police training, and training for justices of the peace
designated under the Act.
• Annual Police Training on Family Violence
Response - four sessions held in October November, 2011.
• A focus group was held with Police Supervisors to
provide input on training initiatives.
• Linking Criminal/Civil Justice Systems Working
Group - focused on information access between the
Civil and Criminal justice systems in cases of family
violence.

• Increased efforts to engage schools in 2012 Family
Violence Prevention Week by providing an expanded
list of suggested activities that included violence
prevention activities developed for the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The list of
activities, organized by student age group, was provided
to the Eastern, Western and French School Boards, the
PEI Teacher’s Federation, and Family Resource Centres.
The list was also posted on the Schedule of Events for
Family Violence Prevention Week for use by families.

• Ongoing meetings to determine feasibility of a
system to link civil and criminal orders in cases of
family violence involving children.
• FPT Working Group on Family Violence continues
to explore the issue of intersection of criminal
and civil justice systems. Three representatives
from PEI are members of this committee.		
• Child Sexual Abuse Advisory Committee - formed to
promote an informed, co-operative and collaborative
response to child sexual abuse, and to promote
public awareness and child sexual abuse prevention
strategies across the province.

• The YEWG awarded Certificates of Appreciation for
participation in Family Violence Prevention Week to:
• École Évangéline
• Prince Street Elementary School

• A conference was held in May 2011 - Boys Hurt
Too: Understanding and Responding to Male Child
Sexual Abuse

• Elliot River Elementary School
• Mount Stewart Consolidated
• Parkdale Elementary

• A Working Group was formed to identify services
and gaps for survivors of sexual abuse. A list of
available resources has been compiled and can be
downloaded from www.gov.pe.ca/csa

• St. Jean Elementary
• Sherwood Elementary School
• Souris Regional High School

• The Committee completed and launched a series
of booklets entitled “What Happens Now” to assist
Islanders who have been affected by child sexual
abuse. Booklets provide information for children
who have been sexually abused and for their families
as well as for persons charged with a sexual offence
involving a child and for family and friends of persons
charged. The booklets are available in both official
languages and can be accessed online at www.gov.
pe.ca/csa. Hard copies can be obtained from CLIA
1-800-240-9798.

• Westisle Composite High School and Family Life
621A students
• Developed an information and resource section for
teens on healthy and unhealthy relationships on the
PAC website.

Premier’s Action Committee on
Family Violence Prevention
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PAC Ad Hoc Working Groups and Committees are comprised of PAC members, and
other government and community representatives.
Parent Education and Support Working
Group (PESWG)

PAC continues to see comprehensive, evidence-based, support and
education for parents as a critical opportunity for prevention of
violence in families. The Working Group has identified the Triple P
Positive Parenting Program as especially promising for our Island.
Triple P is documented to reduce child maltreatment, reduce the
need for out-of-home care of children, and reduce parental conflict.
Extensive research has documented a wide range of additional
positive and cost-effective outcomes when Triple P is implemented
comprehensively. Outcomes include marked reductions in
children’s behavioural and emotional difficulties, and better
outcomes for parents, including parents facing especially challenging
and complex lives. Implementation of Triple P on Prince Edward
Island would have beneficial impacts across social and community
services, education, health, and justice.
On 31 October and 1 November, 2011 PAC, with the PEI
Children’s Secretariat, hosted a PEI visit by Dr. Matt Sanders,
Professor of Clinical Psychology and Director of the Parenting and
Family Support Centre, University of Queensland, Australia, and
founder of the Triple P Positive Parenting Programme. Dr. Sanders
was accompanied by Debbie Easton (Edmonton), Programme
Implementation Consultant, Triple P Parenting Canada (who
had been the keynote speaker at PAC’s Think Tank II on Parent
Education and Support, November, 2010), and Des McWilliam
(Queensland), Triple P International Managing Director.
Key activities during Dr. Sanders visit included:
• Think Tank III, The Difference Parenting Makes, featuring
orientation and background of Parent Education and Support
Working Group, keynote addresses by Dr. Sanders overviewing
the impact of positive parenting on children and parents, and
describing the evidence base for Triple P; town hall Q & A with
Dr. Sanders, Des McWilliam and Debbie Easton; consideration
by participants of next steps for PEI.
• Dr. Sanders and colleagues’ meeting with Premier Ghiz and
the Ministers and Deputies or Acting Deputies of Health and
Wellness, Education and Early Childhood Development, Justice
and Attorney General, and Community Services, Seniors and
Labour.
• Evening public presentation to 70 parents by Dr. Sanders, The
Difference Parenting Makes, at Colonel Gray High School.
• Presentation by Dr. Sanders at breakfast meeting of Summerside
Rotary Club.
• Meeting of Dr. Sanders and Debbie Easton with officials in
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development.
• CBC radio Island Morning interview with Dr. Sanders.
• Two meetings of Dr. Sanders and colleagues with the Working
Group.
At a follow-up meeting of Directors from key government
departments in December, 2011, a steering committee of Directors
was established to identify next steps in considering the possibilities
for implementation of Triple P Positive Parenting on Prince Edward
Island.
Premier’s Action Committee on
Family Violence Prevention
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Social Marketing Working Group
(SMWG)

The SMWG continued to review social marketing
campaigns and strategies, and expanded PAC’s use
of social media tools through Communications
PEI and the government’s webmaster. Much of the
year was spent on preparation for 2012 Family
Violence Prevention Week with a continued focus
on engaging neighbours, friends and families in family
violence prevention.
Specific activities:
• Updated and expanded the PAC Family Violence
Resource Guide, the yellow, pocket-size foldout
directory of services first produced in 2007.
The guide was updated in spring 2011 and again
in early 2012 to include the most up-to-date
resources for women, men and children who
have experienced family violence. The Guide has
been expanded from a six-sided to a ten-sided
directory of services and now includes services
specific to the Aboriginal and francophone
communities as well as for persons with a
disability. The Guide can be downloaded from
the PAC website. Hard copies can be obtained
from Community Legal Information Association
of PEI 1-800-240-9798.
• Developed a Communications Plan for 2012
Family Violence Prevention Week.
• Coordinated and promoted 2012 Family Violence
Prevention Week Activities (see page 6 for
details).

Other Advocacy

• The Committee reviewed information regarding
the Senate of Canada Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs examination of the Criminal
Code of Canada provisions protecting privacy
interests of sexual assault complainants. The
Chair, on behalf of the Committee, wrote a letter
to the Senate Committee, with a copy to the
Premier and Attorney General, indicating strong
endorsement for maintaining the current Criminal
Code of Canada provisions which protect the
privacy interests of complainants in sexual offence
prosecutions.
• In a letter to the Premier, the Committee
encouraged the establishment of a Child Death
and Serious Injury Review process, and the
establishment of a Domestic Violence Death
Review process in Prince Edward Island. These
mechanisms usually involve a multidisciplinary
review to identify systems changes that may prevent
deaths and injuries in the future.
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PAC Ad Hoc Working Groups and Committees are comprised of PAC members, and
other government and community representatives.
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
(SANE) Support Committee (SSC)

• Promoted the first annual “I Wear Purple” Day on
February 15th. A sea of purple was visible in schools,
offices and communities Island-wide

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) programmes utilize
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs), registered nurses
who have extensive training and education in medical care
and forensic examination of sexual assault victims. SANEs
are on call 24 hours a day and provide care in a hospital
setting to females, males and transgendered people 13 years
of age and older. SANEs can also provide testimony in the
court of law if needed.

• Coordinated two Community Town Halls, one in
Charlottetown and one in Summerside, for neighbours,
friends and families to learn more about family violence
and ways to help.
o PAC Chair Dr. Philip Smith presented information on
risk factors and warning signs of abuse. The new video
“Start the Conversation” by PEI Justice Options for
Women, a dramatic portrayal of a friend-to-friend
conversation, was shown to demonstrate how to
approach and support someone experiencing family
violence. And a panel of service providers engaged
in discussion with Islanders and answered questions
about the wide range services available to help victims,
abusers and their children.

In the fall of 2011 a Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH)
Emergency Room nurse completed SANE training at the
Moncton General Hospital. The training was offered free of
charge. The nurse’s travel and accommodation costs were
paid for by the PEI Rape and Sexual Assault Centre through
a private donation. At this time, the establishment of a
SANE program at the QEH is being coordinated by staff
in the Emergency Department. The SSC (SANE Support
Committee) will continue to support staff at the QEH in
their efforts to establish a program.

• Partnered with PEI Family Violence Prevention Services
and the City of Charlottetown to sponsor the third
annual “Walk in Silence for Victims of Family Violence” in
Charlottetown.
o As in previous years, the Walk was a success with over
100 Islanders walking from Province House to City
Hall in support of family, friends and neighbours who
are victims of family violence. Islanders of all ages
participated, ranging from infants and preschoolers to
older adults including members of the World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day Committee. Premier Robert
Ghiz and Minister Valerie Docherty led the Walk
with PAC Chair Dr. Philip Smith and were joined by a
number of other ministers. The Walk was followed by a
reception hosted by the Charlottetown Mayor’s Purple
Ribbon Task Force.

2012 Family Violence Prevention
Week Coordinating Committee
(FVPWC)

Family Violence Prevention (FVP) Week is held each year
in February on PEI. The Week runs from Sunday through
Saturday and includes Valentine’s Day. This year the Social
Marketing Working Group assumed the role of the
FVPWC.
An historic number of events were held during 2012
FVP Week, addressing the full range of prevention from
universal/primary prevention to indicated/tertiary
prevention, and included activities to prevent family
violence at the individual, relationship and community level.
Community walks to raise awareness were held again in
Charlottetown and Summerside, and for the first time in
Georgetown, Montague and Souris.

• Promoted the 2nd Annual Walk in Summerside and the 1st
Annual Walks in Georgetown, Montague and Souris.
The full 2012 Campaign including the schedule of events can
be viewed on the PAC website
www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca

The FVPWC:
• Assembled and published the schedule of the Week’s
events across the Island on the PAC website, and widely
distributed information on the Week through diverse
community and government networks.
o Promotion of FVP Week included distribution of
announcements of events through PSAs on 105.5FM,
CBC Radio and Radio Canada; Facebook, Twitter,
existing committee networks; PEI Medical Society,
Federation of PEI Municipalities; and Chambers
of Commerce. Feature articles appeared in the
Guardian and La Voix Acadienne newspapers.

Premier’s Action Committee on
Family Violence Prevention
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Expenditures
PAC received a budget of $9,900 for the 2011/12 Fiscal Year.
In 2011/12 PAC Awarded Small Grants for the following
projects:
• Advisory Council on the Status of Women
o Annual Purple Ribbon Campaign - $2,000
• Community Legal Information Association of PEI
o Think Tank on Access to Family Justice - $1,000
o Family Violence and the Law for Farsi Speakers $1,500
o Justice for Children – Child Advocacy in Upper
Canada - $500
• Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development
o Think Tank III, The Difference Parenting Makes - $1,000
• PAC Social Marketing Working Group for 2012 Family
Violence Prevention Week
o Printing of English and French “Neighbours, Friends,
and Families” brochures and posters - $1,443
o Community Town Halls – Summerside &
Charlottetown - $823
• Silent Witness Project
o Silent Witness Silhouette displays at four police
trainings and Ghosts of Violence Ballet - $266

Project
Support
Agencies or organizations requesting PAC
funding for projects are required to submit a
formal application for support. The form is
available on the PAC website or upon request
by emailing Dr. Wendy Verhoek-Oftedahl at
wverhoekoftedahl@gov.pe.ca or calling (902)
836-6712. Projects must be consistent with
PAC’s mandate in order to be considered for
funding. Applications submitted by individuals
will not be considered. Applications are accepted
year round but MUST be received by Dr.
Verhoek-Oftedahl by January 15 in order to be
considered for funding in the fiscal year ending
March 30. Receipt of funding is contingent upon
PAC approval of the project and availability of
funds.

The remainder of PAC’s funds was used to reimburse PAC
community representatives for travel expenses to attend
meetings and for general meeting expenses.

Islanders of all ages join in the Third Annual Walk in Silence for Victims of Family Violence in Charlottetown.

Premier’s Action Committee on
Family Violence Prevention
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Contact
Members of the Premier’s Action Committee (2011-12)
Chair:
Member at Large - Dr. Philip Smith, Professor of Psychology, UPEI*
Resource:
Department of Community Services and Seniors
		 Family Violence Prevention & Community Development Coordinator*
		 (Dr. Wendy Verhoek-Oftedahl)
Ex-Officio:
Department of Community Services and Seniors
		 Director of Child and Family Services (Rona Smith)
Government Departments and Programs:
Department of Community Services, and Seniors
		 Child Protection (Wendy McCourt)
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
		 Student Services (Glenn Edison)*
Department of Innovation and Advanced Learning
		 Economic, Trade, Policy and Strategy (Jane Mallard)
Department of Environment Labour and Justice
		 Crown Attorney (David O’Brien, Q.C.)*
		 Victim Services (Susan Maynard)*
Health PEI (formerly Department of Health)
		 Primary Care: Mental Health and Addictions (Jody MacLennan)
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (Sgt. Andrew Blackadar)
Inter-ministerial Women’s Secretariat (Michelle Harris-Genge)*
Children’s Secretariat (Sarah Henry)
Seniors’ Secretariat (Catherine Freeze)
Arms-Length from Government Advisory Agency:
Advisory Council on the Status of Women (Lisa Murphy)*
Professional/Community Organizations:
Actions femmes I.-P.-E. Inc. (Debbie Gallant)
Aboriginal Women’s Association (Marilyn Sark)
Association of Registered Nurses of PEI (Marilyn Sark)
Catholic Family Services Bureau (Diane Griffin succeeded by Peter Mutch)
Clergy Representative (Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson)
Community Legal Information Association (Donna Langille succeeded by
David Daughton)
East Prince Women’s Information Centre (Andy Lou Somers)
Federation of PEI Municipalities (Ben Smith)
Medical Society of PEI (Dr. Christine MacNearney)
PEI Association of Newcomers to Canada (Katherine Craig succeeded by
		 Melissa Coffin)
PEI Chiefs of Police Association (Chief Lewie Sutherland)
PEI Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc. (Phil Matusiewicz)*
PEI Rape and Sexual Assault Centre (Sigrid Rolfe)*
PEI Teachers’ Federation (Carrie St. Jean)
Women’s Institute of PEI (Glenn Younker)
*PAC Admin Standing Committee

Family Violence Prevention
and Community Development
Coordinator

Dr. Verhoek-Oftedahl
Dr. Verhoek-Oftedahl, Family
Violence Prevention and
Community Development
Coordinator in the Department
of Community Services and
Seniors serves as Resource
to PAC. She is an injury
epidemiologist with 16 years
of experience in public health
research encompassing family
violence across the lifespan
including child maltreatment,
teen dating violence, intimate
partner violence, sexual
violence, and abuse of older
adults. She continues to serve
on the Board of the Muriel
McQueen Fergusson Centre for
Family Violence Research.

For more information:
Dr.Verhoek-Oftedahl
Family Violence Prevention
and Community Development
Coordinator
902-368-6712
wverhoekoftedahl@gov.pe.ca

During the 2011/2012 fiscal year the PAC Committee-of-the-Whole met quarterly in the
Premier’s Cabinet Room, on 13 June 2011, 26 September 2011, 5 December 2011 and 5
March 2012.
The PAC Admin Standing Committee met on eight occasions during the 2011-2012 fiscal
year.
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