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Message from PAC Chair
A privilege of serving as PAC Chair has been the opportunity to 
witness the personal and organizational commitments made across 
our province toward preventing and ending family violence.  These 
commitments are made by those whose principal focus, day by day, is 
this work.  They are made by those who see opportunity to provide 
support and make a difference in a more focused, or periodic, manner.  
They are made by those who have experienced violence first-hand, 
and who even now live without certainty of safety and security. Taken 
together, we see people across our Island working toward that vision 
of, “A society where all individuals are safe, respected, and valued, where 
any form of violence is unacceptable; and where children, women, and 
men have opportunities to reach their full potential and contribute to 
the overall well-being of all families and communities.”

In the pages of this report you will learn about work carried out to 
raise awareness and show solidarity for people experiencing violence, 
through events such as those held in 29 different Island communities 
during Family Violence Prevention Week.  You will read about a made-in-
PEI adaptation of the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) program.  
Efforts to engage young people in learning about and building healthy 
relationships will be reported, as will opportunities to support and 
educate parents in their crucial roles.  Combined with the core ongoing 
community and governmental services to families experiencing violence, 
this work advances the PAC mission.

Much work remains to be done.  We can 
pay closer attention to evaluating the 
outcomes of efforts to end and to prevent 
violence.  We can do more to build an Island 
community that is more equitable and more 
respectful of individuals and relationships.  
We can draw the circle wide when we think 
of those who can play an important role in 

family violence prevention, that is, wide enough to include our entire 
Island community.  Thank you to those who already are carrying out 
this vital work.

Premier Robert Ghiz (left) is joined by 
Minister Valerie Docherty (centre) and 
PAC Chair Dr. Philip Smith (right) for the 
signing of the PEI 2014 Family Violence 
Prevention Week Declaration. 

Philip Smith Bio
Dr. Philip Smith is Professor of 
Psychology at the University of Prince 
Edward Island, where he teaches 
courses in introductory psychology, 
statistics and research design, and child 
development, and advises honours 
students conducting research in family 
violence prevention.  He served as 
President of the PEI Transition House 
Association in the late 1980s and was 
a member of the Advisory Council to 
the Canadian Panel on Violence Against 
Women in the 1990s.  Dr. Smith and his 
wife Cathy Morgan live in Stratford with 
their children Alexandra and Elijah.

Premier’s Action Committee on Family Violence Prevention (PAC) is an advisory committee 
to the Premier with member organizations appointed by Executive Council representing 
government departments, community advocates, crisis and outreach workers, and representatives 
of legal, medical, and law enforcement circles to ensure diversity and collective responsibility 
for family violence prevention.  PAC was first established in 1995 by former Premier Catherine 
Callbeck and was renewed for five years by Premier Robert Ghiz in spring 2009.

THIS ACTIVITIES UPDATE DETAILS THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF PAC IN THE FINAL YEAR 
OF THIS FIVE-YEAR MANDATE.

Dr. Philip Smith, PAC Chairperson
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PAC Overview

PAC Mandate
The mandate of the committee is to: 
• Coordinate the implementation of the 

provincial Family Violence Prevention Strategy; 

• Ensure integrity of community participation is 
maintained; 

• Ensure an evaluation component is in place; 

• Develop a work plan; 

• Promote the importance of resource 
allocations necessary for implementation of 
the strategy; and 

• Communicate initiatives to ensure a high 
public profile for family violence prevention is 
maintained across the province. 

PAC Family Violence Statement
Family violence affects, or will affect, all people in 
Prince Edward Island.  Family violence is connected 
to abuse of power and control, and to injustice based 
on sex, race, age, class, sexual orientation, and physical 
or mental ability.  Individual history, family history, and 
current circumstances play a role in family violence. 

Family violence is known by many names: child 
maltreatment, child abuse, incest, child exposure to 
domestic violence, intimate partner violence, spousal 
violence, woman abuse, domestic violence, sibling 
abuse, parent abuse, elder abuse, and abuse of older 
adults. 

Family violence can affect anyone, from any 
demographic: cultural, national and ethnic origin, socio-
economic status, education, gender, age and physical or 
mental ability. 

Family violence can take many forms: harassment, 
verbal abuse, threats, financial abuse, psychological 
abuse, emotional abuse, spiritual abuse, neglect, damage 
to property, injury to pets, physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
and homicide.
 
Family violence can happen between: current and 
former intimate partners (married and unmarried 
couples, including same-sex couples, and dating 
partners); a legal guardian or parent and child; blood, 
marriage or adoptive relatives; and a live-in caregiver 
and care recipient. 

Family violence hurts.  It can cause physical and 
psychological harm.  Family violence violates the 
victim’s rights and freedoms.  Family violence harms 
the healthy development of children and youth.

Family violence is a public health issue, a criminal 
justice issue, and a human rights issue.  To address 
family violence, all of us in Prince Edward Island must 
work together and share our resources. 

PAC summer intern Chelsey Condon.

A society where all individuals are 
safe, respected and valued; where any 
form of violence is unacceptable; and 
where children, women, and men have 
opportunities to reach their full potential 
and contribute to the overall well-being of 
families and communities.

PAC’s Vision
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Family Violence Prevention Week 2014 
PAC’s Social Marketing Working Group launched the largest campaign to date to raise awareness of family violence 
and promote prevention.  There was a 39% increase from 2013 in the number of community events, and the 
campaign continued to raise awareness of the essential role of neighbours, friends and families in responding to and 
preventing family violence in our Island communities.  Highlights include:

• PAC provided mini-grants to fifteen communities to support local events during Family Violence Prevention 
Week.  See the Week‘s schedule of events for the range of activities these communities sponsored to raise local 
awareness of family violence at stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014.

• PAC presented five new children’s books to PEI libraries.

• The 5rd Annual Charlottetown “Walk in Silence for Victims of Family Violence” was held.

• The 3rd annual “Wear Purple Day” was celebrated on February 12th by more communities and businesses Island-
wide than ever before.

• The first Interfaith Service was held, joining diverse faith communities to reflect and renew commitment to work 
together to end family violence.

• For full details of the 2014 Campaign see stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014.  Be sure to scroll down through the 
webpage to see information on all of the activities and photos of the signature events.

Triple P Positive Parenting
Ongoing work to promote implementation of the Triple P Positive Parenting Program was successful.  A commitment 
to move forward with implementation of this evidence-based program in PEI to benefit all parents was announced in 
the April 2014 Budget Speech.  

Enhanced Emergency Sexual Assault Services

Online training has been developed to enhance the medical response to victims of sexual assault in Hospital 
Emergency Departments.  This model can be used in hospitals where a full Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program 
is not available, or to augment an existing program.  The training is designed to enhance the capacity of nurses to 
respond to victims of sexual assault within their current scope of practice. 

Storyboard contest
The Storyboard design contest held last year with grades 7-9 was expanded to include grades 4-6, and focused on the 
theme “Violence is a choice.  Choose better.”  Storyboards are tools used by teachers to engage youth and encourage 
reflection.  See the 2014 submissions and winning entries at stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014.

PAC Family Violence Resource Guide Update and Expansion
Again in 2014, the Family Violence Resource Guide (the yellow, pocket size, foldout directory of services) first 
produced in 2007 was updated and expanded to include the most up-to-date resources for women, men and children 
who have experienced family violence.  Unless otherwise specified, services are available for both women and men.  
The Guide can be downloaded from www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/PAC_Resource14.pdf .  For hard copies, call 
Island Information Services at (902) 368-4000 or (toll-free) 1-800-236-5196.

Monthly PAC E-Bulletin 
The PAC E-Bulletin continues to be produced monthly with information on upcoming events and activities related to 
family violence.  The PAC E-Bulletin can be downloaded monthly from stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca (E-Bulletin icon is on the 
right side of web page). 

Intern Support
Skills PEI provided funding for a summer intern, Chelsey Condon, a Mount Allison University sociology student, to 
work with the Family Violence Prevention and Community Development Coordinator, and to provide support for 
PAC.

Accomplishments
At A Glance
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PAC Ad Hoc Working Groups and Committees are comprised of PAC members, and 
other government and community representatives.

• Extended the storyboard design contest to 
include students in grades 4 through 6 in addition 
to students in grades 7 through 9. Storyboards 
are tools used by teachers to engage youth and 
encourage reflection. The YEWG contest was 
launched at the PEI Teachers Convention in 
October 2013 and continued the theme of the 
PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women’s 
2012 Purple Ribbon Campaign, Violence is a choice. 
Choose better.  Students in both grade groupings 
were invited to show ways to make better 
choices than using violence in relationships see 
stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014.  The contest 
addressed a number of curriculum outcomes in 
health and language arts. The winning submission 
for grade 4-6 was submitted by Shalynn Gamble, 
a grade 6 student from Belfast Consolidated.  
The winning submission for grade 7-9 was 
submitted by Katelyn Singer, a grade 7 student 
from École-sur-Mer. Each student won $250 for 
her classroom.  The students and their teachers 
were honoured during the spring sitting of the 
legislature at Province House.  The winning 
entries can be viewed in the photo insert in this 
Activities Update.  See all contest entries at: 
www.gov.pe.ca/sss/family-violence-prevention-
week-photos 

• Sponsored healthy relationships activities at 
the PEI Physical Education Association’s winter 
leadership conference for grade 4-6 students.  
Students from 16 schools province-wide 
participated.  Topics included characteristics of 
healthy relationships and bullying.  Students took 
activities back to their schools.  The type and 
reach of these events is being tracked as part of 
the project evaluation.

• Distributed an expanded list of suggested 
activities for Family Violence Prevention Week 
to the English Language and French Language 
School Boards, and the PEI Teacher’s Federation.  
A list of activities suitable for younger children 
and families was posted online at www.gov.
pe.ca/photos/original/PACFamArticle2.pdf and 
distributed in hard copy form at locations across 
the province.  

. 16 schools participated in 2014 Family 
Violence Prevention Week.  See the list of 
their activities at www.gov.pe.ca/photos/
original/PAC_FVPWSchools.pdf

PAC AD HOC Working Groups and Committees: Activity Updates

Dr. Philip Smith, Premier Robert Ghiz, Shalynn Gamble (Winner 
Grade 4-6 category), Mylène Ouellette (Katelyn’s teacher), Katelyn 
Singer (Winner Grade 7-9 category), Minister Valerie E. Docherty, 
Rick Cameron (Shalynn’s teacher). 

Youth Education Working Group (YEWG)
This year the Youth Education Working Group further expanded efforts to engage schools and families in family 
violence prevention.  The YEWG:

Carrie Docherty - 
Grade 5 - Belfast 
Consolidated
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PAC AD HOC Working Groups and Committees: Activity Updates

• Victims of Family Violence Act Steering 
Committee - monitors utilization of the Act, 
coordinates police training, and training for 
justices of the peace designated under the Act.  
The Steering Committee held:

 A focus group with Police Supervisors in 
October, 2013

 Training sessions on Police Response to 
Family Violence in May and November 2013.

• Linking Criminal/Civil Justice Systems Working 
Group - focused on information access 
between the Civil and Criminal justice systems 
in cases of family violence.  

 The Department of Justice FPT Working 
Group on Family Violence completed a 
report on the issue of the intersection 
of criminal and civil justice systems.  The 
report was approved for distribution at 
the November 2013 Ministers of Justice 
meeting and informs work in PEI.

 The establishment of a court order registry 
for police and court system access to 
protection orders in cases of family violence 
was approved and development of the 
technology system is underway.

• Woman/Spousal Abuse Protocols

 The Woman Abuse Protocol for Financial 
Assistance is being reviewed and updated.  
Training in the updated protocol is planned.

• Family Violence Court – assessment of the 
feasibility of moving forward with a domestic 
violence court option for PEI. 

 The Department of Environment, Labour 
and Justice research is ongoing to examine 
the viability of a therapeutic court in PEI.  
These types of courts include domestic 
violence courts, drug treatment courts and 
mental health courts. 

• This research considers work that has 
already been completed on models of 
domestic violence courts.  

• Child Sexual Abuse Advisory Committee

 The Provincial Child Sexual Abuse Protocol, 
updated through the efforts of the 
Committee, has been officially implemented 
and translated into French. 

• Training sessions on the protocol for 
service providers were held in June 
2013. 

• A five-day training for police and child 
protection workers who conduct child 
sexual abuse investigations was held in 
January 2014. 

 The Committee updated the resource 
“Children’s Sexual Behaviours: A Parent’s 
Guide.”  The guide can be accessed at 
www.gov.pe.ca/sss/csa.

Civil/Criminal Issues Working Group (CCWG)
The role of this working group is to coordinate the activities of various committees in the province who are 
focused on family violence issues in the context of the criminal and civil justice systems.  Work of these various 
committees includes the following:
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Parent Education and Support 
Working Group (PESWG)
During the first year of its current mandate, PAC 
identified comprehensive, evidence based parent 
education and support as a priority.  A Working 
Group, with representation from a broad range 
of organizations engaged with parents, children, 
and adolescents, consulted over 125 Island 
community members and professionals in a series 
of three think tanks, reviewed practices in other 
jurisdictions, and examined the research literature 
on parent education and support.  The Working 
Group identified the Triple P Positive Parenting 
Program as the most strongly evidenced-based 
opportunity, and one that would be an excellent 
match for PEI’s needs.

Triple P is designed to support every parent, 
including parents in the broad population who 
would benefit from encouragement and practical 
tips, parents whose families are at some risk 
of particular challenges, and parents already 
experiencing significant difficulties with children 
or adolescents.  Part of Triple P involves a “Stay 
Positive” information campaign through online, 
print, and media outlets, part involves topic-specific 
information sessions about everyday questions and 
challenges for parents (e.g., The Power of Positive 
Parenting, or Raising Responsible Teenagers) and a 
major focus of Triple P involves training existing 
practitioners to support parents in brief or 
intensive interventions.

Parents’ influence is pervasive, and parents 
can be effectively supported in their role.  
Repeated studies show that implementation of 
a comprehensive Triple P programme not only 
increases parents’ knowledge, skills, and confidence, 
but also reduces serious emotional and behavioural 
problems for children and adolescents.  

Triple P helps parents increase children’s readiness 
to learn and to function well in school.  Triple P 
reduces communities’ rates of child abuse and 

neglect, out-of-home placements of children, and 
child injuries. Enhancing parenting skills also is 
associated with reduced inter-parental conflict.  
The benefits of a comprehensive, evidence-based 
initiative such as Triple P are wide-reaching, and 
make Triple P cost-effective, even in the short- and 
medium-term.

In 2013-14 the Working Group continued dialogue 
with the Social Policy Deputies Council regarding 
options for implementing Triple P, and presented to 
the Policy Board a well-received proposal for a five-
year staged implementation plan.  As the current 
PAC mandate drew to a close, we were gratified 
to see a commitment in the 8 April, 2014 Budget 
Speech that Triple P will indeed be implemented in 
Prince Edward Island.

Social Marketing Working Group 
(SMWG)
In 2013-14 the SMWG continued to expand 
PAC’s use of social media tools in consultation 
with Communications PEI and the government’s 
webmaster.  Much of the year was spent on 
preparation for 2014 Family Violence Prevention 
Week with a continued focus on engaging 
neighbours, friends and families in family 
violence prevention.  For details see the section 
of this report on 2014 Family Violence 
Prevention Week.

PAC AD HOC Working Groups and Committees: Activity Updates
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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner 
(SANE) Support Committee (SSC)

The role of the SSC is to support the work of the 
province’s Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) 
Coordinating Committee.  Over the past five years 
the SSC has worked with the Chair of the SANE 
Coordinating Committee toward the establishment 
of a formal SANE program in PEI to provide services 
to survivors of sexual assault who present to 
Emergency Departments for care.

As in PEI, provision of services to sexual assault 
survivors in rural and small communities is a 
challenge across Canada.  In an effort to enhance 
care for these patients Dr. Cathy Carter-Snell from 
Mt. Royal University has developed an Enhanced 
Emergency Sexual Assault Services (EESAS) care model.  
Under the EESAS model Emergency Department 
nurses and physicians share in the care of sexual 
assault survivors with a base of support provided 
by trained SANEs.  This model is less costly and 
more feasible to implement and maintain in smaller 
communities.

To facilitate implementation of the EESAS model, 
PAC funds were used to pay for online training 
for two SANES, one at QEH and one at PCH to 
provide support to Emergency Department staff at 
the respective hospitals.  The SANEs are currently 
completing the clinical component of their course. 

EESAS training for nurses and physicians consists 
of completion of a series of online modules that 
explain the unique needs of sexual assault patients 
and provide step-by-step guidance in history-
taking and collection of forensic evidence.  Funding 
for development of the EESAS online training 
was provided by the government of Nova Scotia 
as part of the government’s implementation of 
recommendations that emerged from the Rehtaeh 
Parson’s review.

To date, an EESAS webinar for Emergency 
Department staff was held jointly at QEH and 
PCH.  A total of 15 nurses participated.  Emergency 
Department staff who attended the webinar will 
complete the remainder of the training online.  Staff 
unable to attend the webinar can complete the entire 
training online.  Staff successfully completing the 
training will receive a certificate of completion.

It is hoped that the EESAS model will be fully 
implemented over the coming year.

Other Updates & Activities 

•	 Child Death and Serious Injury Review and 
Domestic Violence Death Review
 PAC previously advocated for establishment 

of a Child Death and Serious Injury Review 
and Domestic Violence Death Review process 
in PEI.  In consultation with Justice, a proposal 
has been submitted to Justice to consider 
a Child Death and Serious Injury Review 
process as a first step.

•	 Summary of potential sources of data on 
family violence in PEI
 A summary of potential data sources 

was prepared to inform development, 
implemention and evaluation of programming 
to prevent family violence in PEI.

PAC AD HOC Working Groups and Committees: Activity Updates

Courtney McGeoghegan - Grade 6 - Belfast Consolidated
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New for 2014: 
• An Interfaith Service was held joining diverse 

Island faith communities to reflect and to renew 
commitment to work together to end family 
violence.  Silent Witnesses, life-sized red 
silhouettes that honour and preserve the memory 
of PEI women killed by their partners, circled the 
room flanked by Atlantic Police Academy Cadets. 
The image was a moving reminder that these 
young men and woman, as police officers before 
them, may also be called upon to respond to the 
most devastating outcome of family violence.  For 
details of the service see the schedule of events at 
stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014  

Continued and expanded in 2014:

• Assembled and published the full schedule of 
the Week’s events in diverse communities 
across the Island on the PAC website 
stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014 and widely 
distributed information on the Week through a 
range of community and government networks.  

 Promoted FVP Week through distribution of 
announcements of events through PSAs in 
community publications and on Necap Radio, 
CBC Radio and Radio Canada; Facebook, 
Twitter, The Buzz, existing committee networks; 
PEI Medical Society, Federation of PEI 
Municipalities; and Chambers of Commerce.  
Feature articles appeared in the Guardian and 
La Voix Acadienne newspapers. 

• Promoted the third annual “I Wear Purple” 
Day on February 12th.  The photo gallery with the 
range of government, business and community 
partners who observed the Day to show their 
resolve to end family violence can be viewed at 
www.gov.pe.ca/sss/family-violence-prevention-
week-photos.

• Partnered with PEI Family Violence Prevention 
Services and the City of Charlottetown to sponsor 
the fifth annual “Walk in Silence for Victims 
of Family Violence” in Charlottetown that 
also featured a display of the Silent Witness 
Silhouettes. 

 As in previous years, the Walk was followed 
by a well attended reception hosted by the 
Charlottetown Mayor’s Purple Ribbon Task 
Force.  

• Awarded Mini-grants of $100 to 15 communities 
Island-wide in support local events during Family 
Violence Prevention Week.  Grant recipients: 
The municipalities of Abram-Village, Alberton, 
Charlottetown, Georgetown, Miltonvale Park, 
Montague, Mount Stewart, North Shore, O’Leary, 
Souris, Stratford, Summerside, Tignish, Tyne Valley, 
and Wellington.  Events ranged from community 
displays and walks to pancake breakfasts, women’s 
wellness events, family skates, school-related 
events and blanket making.  For details of these 
communities’ events see the FVP Week Schedule at 
stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014.  Photos submitted 
by the communities can be viewed at www.gov.
pe.ca/sss/family-violence-prevention-week-
photos 

•	 Expanded social media messaging of FVP 
Week and the essential role of neighbours, friends 
and families in prevention through the government’s 
www.gov.pe.ca/sss/family-violence-prevention-
week-facebook-gallery and twitter.

The full 2014 Campaign can be viewed on the PAC 
website stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014.  The full 
photo gallery can be viewed at www.gov.pe.ca/sss/
family-violence-prevention-week-photos 

2014 Family Violence Prevention Week 

Family Violence Prevention (FVP) Week in PEI is held each year in February.  The Week runs from Sunday through 
Saturday of the week that includes Valentine’s Day.  The Social Marketing Working Group (SMWG) coordinates 
the Week’s activities and plans the social media messaging with support from Communications PEI.  

This year a historic number of events was held during 2014 FVP Week with a 39% increase from 2013 in the 
number of community events addressing the full range of family violence prevention from universal/primary 
prevention to indicated/tertiary prevention at the individual, relationship and community levels. 
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For full information on Campaign 2014 including 
the Week’s Schedule of Events scroll through 

www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014

To see the entire photo gallery click on the gallery link at 
www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014

2014 Family Violence Prevention Week Highlights

Lighting Up the Night Sky

Province House emits a soft purple glow nightly during 2014 Family Violence Prevention Week 
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First Interfaith Service Launches the Week

Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson (left) and Father Lyndon Hogan 
(right), organizers of the first Interfaith Service to recognize 
Family Violence Prevention Week, open the service together 
at Credit Union Place in Summerside.

Minister Valerie Docherty (front row, centre) and PAC 
Chair Dr. Philip Smith (front row, right) lead the procession, 
joined by Mayor Clifford Lee (far right). 

Charlottetown Fifth Annual Walk in Silence for Victims of Family Violence
Despite periodic snow flurries over 100 Islanders determined to give a voice to family violence victims who remain silent 
out of shame or fear walk from Province House to City Hall in support of family, friends and neighbours who are victims 
of family violence.  Participants affirmed that all Islanders have an essential role to play in supporting each other through 
challenging times and helping each other to find nonviolent ways to relieve stress and resolve conflict.

Atlantic Police Academy Cadet’s flanking Silent Witness 
Silhouettes at the Interfaith Service are a sober reminder 
that it is police who provide the critical first response to 
incidents of family violence.

Walkers stream onto University Avenue from Province House 

 Photo Credit: PEI Photo Lab  Photo Credit: PEI Photo Lab

 Photo Credit: PEI Photo Lab

Islanders attending the Interfaith Service at Credit Union Place soberly reflect on the toll of family violence and affirm their 
resolve to work together to prevent family violence in our communities.
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2014 Storyboard Contest
Theme: Violence is a choice.  Choose Better

Being a victim is never a choice.  Use of violence is a choice.  We can all make better choices.

Grace 4-6 Category: Shalynn Gamble, grade 6, Belfast 
Consolidated 

To view all entries go to stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014

Dr. Philip Smith, Premier Robert Ghiz, Shalynn Gamble (Winner), Mylène Ouellette 
(Katelyn’s teacher), Katelyn Singer (Winner), Minister Valerie E. Docherty, Rick Cameron 
(Shalynn’s teacher). 

Winning Entries

Grade 7-8 Category:  Katelyn Singer, grade 7, École sur Mer 
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(L-R) Roseanne Gauthier, Children’s Librarian, Confederation Centre Public Library; Tourism and 
Culture Minister Robert Henderson; Community Services and Seniors Minister Valerie E. Docherty 
and Dr. Philip Smith, Chair, Premier’s Action Committee on Family Violence Prevention (PAC) 
display copies of four of the five book titles presented to the library system by PAC  in honour of 
2014 Family Violence Prevention Week. 

Children listen attentively as Children’s Librarian Roseanne Gauthier reads about the many 
configurations of loving, caring families described in The Family Book at story time at the 
Confederation Centre Public Library. 

PAC Presents Gift of Five New Children’s Book to Libraries
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Wear Purple Day February 12, 2014
Government, Community and Business Partners across the Island all wear purple 

to show their resolve to work together to end family violence in PEI.

Representatives of Environment, Labour and Justice, 
Community Services and Seniors (CSS), Health PEI and UPEI

Family Service PEI, Charlottetown Red Rock ‘N Roller Derby Girls

Public Health Nursing, Charlottetown

Westisle Students

Malpeque Bay Credit Union staff, KensingtonAtlantic Superstore staff, Summerside
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PAC Mini Grants Were Awarded to 15 Communities Across PEI
Mini Grants Were Used By…

Summerside

O’Leary

The Community of Miltonville Park Wellington

For an after school discussion on bullying at the 
Wellington Boys & Girls Club

To support a wide range of activities by WestIsle students to promote family violence prevention

For a Women’s Wellness Event hosted by PEI Family Violence Prevention Services 

For supplies to make knotted fleece blankets for women 
and children escaping violence
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PAC Mini Grants Were Awarded to 15 Communities Across PEI
Mini Grants Were Used By…

Montague

Souris Georgetown

For a Walk in Silence and Reception

To see how other municipalities used 

PAC funds see the schedule of events at 

stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca/2014
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Additional Activities

Lennox Island 

Walk in Silence

Summerside

Charlottetown
Charlottetown

Access PEI

Window display by KC Clothing

Resource display at 
Atlantic Superstore

Purple lighting, Holman Grand Hotel
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Additional Activities

www.stopfamilyviolence.pe.ca

Scotchfort

Family Games Night
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The Premier’s Action Committee for Prevention of Family Violence (PAC)

March 3, 2014
Premier Robert Ghiz (centre, rear) is joined by PAC chair Dr. Philip Smith (rear, sixth from right) and PAC members 
representing a diverse range of government departments and community organizations working together to prevention family 
violence in PEI.  For a full listing of PAC member organizations and their representatives as of 30 April, 2014 
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PAC member Phil 
Matusiewicz, Executive 
Director of PEI Family 
Violence Prevention 
Services, Inc., received a 
Canadian Association of 
Social Workers (CASW) 
Distinguished Service 
Award this spring in 

recognition of exceptional service to the population he 
serves and for upholding and exemplifying the best of the 
profession. 

The Psychological 
Association 
of Prince 
Edward Island 
presented their 
Humanitarian 
Award to PEI 
Victim Services 
in April 2014.  
PAC member 
Susan Maynard, 

Provincial Manager of Victim Services (centre), accepts 
the award from Dr. Nadine DeWolfe (left) and Dr. Jackie 
Goodwin (right).

PAC received a budget of $9,900 for the 2013/14 Fiscal Year. In 
2012/13 PAC Awarded Small Grants for the following: 

• Advisory Council on the Status of Women

 Annual Purple Ribbon Campaign - $2000

• PEI Rape and Sexual Assault Centre

 Training for service providers in understanding and 
responding to male sexual assault and abuse - $1500

 Nutrition break for training webinar on Rural 
Response to Sexual Assault for QEH and PCH 
Emergency Department nurses and physicians - $200

• Action Femmes

 Family violence prevention activity at conference of 
francophone women - $300

• 2014 Family Violence Prevention Week Expenses

 Community mini-grants - $1500

 Purchase of Tough Guise 2 video for UPEI library & 
event - $521

 Storyboard prizes - $500

 Interfaith service - $416

 Purchase of books for provincial libraries - $300

 Purple ribbon tattoos - $200

 Purple gels for lighting displays - $85

• Display holders for family violence resource materials for 
libraries and other public sites - $800

The remainder of PAC’s funds was used to reimburse PAC 
community representatives for travel expenses to attend 
meetings and for general expenses.

AWARDS

Expenditures Events and Awards

Project 
Support

Agencies or organizations requesting PAC funding for projects 
are required to submit a formal application for support.  The 
form is available on the PAC website or upon request by 
emailing Dr. Wendy Verhoek-Oftedahl at wverhoekoftedahl@
gov.pe.ca or calling (902) 836-6712.  Projects must be 
consistent with PAC’s mandate in order to be considered 
for funding.  Applications submitted by individuals will not be 
considered.  Applications are accepted year round but MUST 
be received by Dr. Verhoek-Oftedahl by January 15th in order 
to be considered for funding in the fiscal year ending March 
30th.  Receipt of funding is contingent upon PAC approval of 
the project and availability of funds.  

The Muriel McQueen Fergusson Foundation (MMFF) 
presented the 22nd annual MMFF Award jointly to PAC 
chair Dr. Philip Smith & PAC member Sigrid Rolfe.  The 
award recognizes their leadership and commitment 
to the prevention and elimination of family violence 
in Prince Edward Island over the past 30 years.  L-R: 
Hon. Graydon Nicholas, O.N.B., Lieutenant-Governor, 
Honorary Patron, Dr. Philip Smith & Sigrid Rolfe, David 
Parkinson, MMFF President, Noreen Bonnell, MMFF 1st 
Vice President 
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Dr. Verhoek-Oftedahl, Family 
Violence Prevention and 
Community Development 
Coordinator in the Department 
of Community Services and 
Seniors serves as Resource 
to PAC.  She is an injury 
epidemiologist with 18 years 
of experience in public health 
research encompassing family 
violence across the lifespan 
including child maltreatment, 
teen dating violence, intimate 
partner violence, sexual 
violence, and abuse of older 
adults.  She continues to serve 
as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Muriel 
McQueen Fergusson Centre for 
Family Violence Research.

Dr. Verhoek-Oftedahl

For more information: 
Dr. Verhoek-Oftedahl
Family Violence Prevention 
and Community Development 
Coordinator
902-368-6712
wverhoekoftedahl@gov.pe.ca

Family Violence Prevention 
and Community Development 
Coordinator

Contact

Chair:
Member at Large - Dr. Philip Smith, Professor of Psychology, UPEI*
Resource:
Department of Community Services and Seniors 

Family Violence Prevention & Community Development Coordinator* (Dr. Wendy Verhoek-
Oftedahl)

Ex-Officio:
Department of Community Services and Seniors Director of Child and Family Services (Rona 
Smith) 

Government Departments and Programs:
Department of Community Services and Seniors Child Protection (Wendy McCourt)
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development Student Services (Sterling 
Carruthers)  
Department of Innovation and Advanced Learning (Jane Mallard)
Department of Environment, Labour and Justice

Crown Attorney* (David O’Brien, Q.C.)
Victim Services* (Susan Maynard)

Health PEI (formerly Department of Health) 
Primary Care: Mental Health and Addictions (Jody MacLennan)

Royal Canadian Mounted Police (Sgt. Andrew Blackadar)
Inter-ministerial Women’s Secretariat* (Michelle Harris-Genge)
Children’s Secretariat (Sarah Henry)
Seniors’ Secretariat (Catherine Freeze)

Arms-Length from Government Advisory Agency:
Advisory Council on the Status of Women* (Jane Ledwell)

Professional/Community Organizations:
Actions femmes I.-P.-E. Inc. (Karine Gallant)
Aboriginal Women’s Association (Marilyn Sark)
Association of Registered Nurses of PEI (Marilyn Sark)
Catholic Family Services Bureau (Peter Mutch)
Clergy Representative (Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson)
Community Legal Information Association (David Daughton)
East Prince Women’s Information Centre (Andy Lou Somers)
Federation of PEI Municipalities (Stephen Gould)
Medical Society of PEI (Dr. Christine MacNearney)
PEI Association of Newcomers to Canada (Melissa Coffin)
PEI Chiefs of Police Association (Chief Lewie Sutherland)
PEI Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc.* (Phil Matusiewicz)
PEI Rape and Sexual Assault Centre* (Sigrid Rolfe)
PEI Teachers’ Federation (Carrie St. Jean)
Women’s Institute of PEI (Farida Chishta)

*PAC Admin Standing Committee 

During the 2013/2014 fiscal year the PAC Committee-of-the-Whole met quarterly in the Premier’s 

Cabinet Room, on 3 June 2013, 30 September 2012, 9 December 2011 and 3 March 2013. 

The PAC Admin Standing Committee met on nine occasions during the 2013-2014 fiscal year.

Members of the Premier’s Action Committee (2013-2014)
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