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Potato Martini Bar featuring mashed potatoes and a variety of toppings was a great hit.
Chef Irwin MacKinnon (right) of Papa Joe‘s prepared and served these delicious appetizers.

Members had the opportunity to make flowers from
strips of fabric during the creativity session.

George Webster, Minister of Agriculture and
Forestry presents cookbooks to the students from the
WI Cooking Contest.

President‟s Greeting
Thank you to all who made our annual fundraiser ―Spring Is In the Air‖ Gala Dinner, a
huge success. ‗Many hands make light work‘ certainly applies to this event.
This winter was certainly the exception to the rule in regards to snowfall amounts and
severity of storms. This resulted in Founder‘s Day celebrations being moved from February
19 to March 26. We did launch our newest cookbook at this event – the Island Product
Cooking Contest Cookbook. Recipes from all entrants in our fall of 2015 cooking contest
are in the cookbook. Each entrant received a complimentary copy.
Our Island Cleanup was delayed two weeks this year (to May 23), again due to the late winter and early spring
snow storms and to the large snow accumulation – PEI received upwards of seventeen feet of snow this season.
Thanks to everyone who participated in the cleanup.
May 30 was our annual Provincial Convention, which included the installation of a new PEIWI Board of
Directors. In my role as Past-President I look forward to working with your new President, Jacquie Laird, and with
the new Board.
It has been my pleasure being your President these past two years and representing PEIWI at provincial and
national events. A huge thank you to the Office staff, my Board of Directors, and to all my sister WI members for
all of your support and help these past two years.
Cynthia Mitchell
President PEIWI, 2013 - 2015

Congratulations
Life Membership

Norma Adams of
Alpha York WI (left) and
Provincial President Elect Jacquie Laird
(right) presented Joy Nobel (centre) of
Alpha York WI with her
Life Membership pin.

Peace Garden Scholarship Winner

Congratulations to Julia MacDonald—this
year‘s winner of the Peace Garden
Scholarship. Ms. MacDonald will travel to
Manitoba in June to take part in a week long
FWIC initiative, along with young women
from across the country.

PEI Executive Officer to FWIC
News from FWIC

"Planting Seeds of Change"
We, the National Board, have been working diligently to plant seeds of change to
ensure the successful future of Women's Institute. We are now coming to the end of
this Triennium which culminates at the FWIC Conference in Fredericton, NB, from
June 9-13, 2015. It will be an exciting event in a lovely venue as we have planned
interesting speakers, workshops, displays, plenary sessions, a Craft Fair, and a Tour
Day to scenic sites in our neighboring province. This will mark the end of my term
as Executive Officer as our May Provincial Convention marked the end of 14 years
on the PEIWI Board of Directors for me. I extend my best wishes to the Directors
of the new Provincial and National Boards.
During my journey over the last few years, I have made many wonderful friends and memories that will remain
with me for a lifetime. I will only mention a few of the highlights: As Chair of the Handcrafts and Arts Exhibition
I celebrated the 80th Anniversary and saw the launching of the Premier's Craft Education Award; on the Executive,
I chaired our Gala Dinners and Leadership Workshops; as a new President, I co-chaired the Host Committee of the
FWIC Convention in Charlottetown in 2009 and during my time as President accepted many gracious invitations
to Branch celebrations and events, accepted the PEI Tourism Award on behalf of PEIWI, and was a delegate to the
ACWW Conference in Hot Springs, Arkansas; as Past President, I took part in many Centennial events and
Chaired the Founding Celebration at Confederation Centre; as Executive Officer, I was installed in Sidney, BC in
2012, and had the pleasure of serving under the excellent Leadership of our National President, Marie Kenny,
attended National Meetings in Ottawa, in Charlottetown, in Brantford where we visited the Adelaide Hoodless
Homestead and the Erland Lee Museum, in Camrose, Alberta, where we also attended the Area Canada ACWW
Conference, and at The International Peace Garden. All of this was achieved with the support of a great team of
women across Canada and even around the world and because of the existence of our amazing organization,
Women's Institute!
I greatly appreciate the opportunities that have opened up for me and the support and encouragement I received
from the membership. Hopefully, I have done my part to accomplish the goals and preserve the history of
Women's Institute.
- Carol MacLellan, PEIWI Executive Officer to FWIC

Uigg-Kinross-Grandview WI
At the January meeting of the Uigg-Kinross-Grandview WI, which
was held at the home of Faye MacLeod‘s, roll call was answered
by show and tell from another country. Faye is seen here showing
the beautiful shawl that her son, Justin brought her back from
Guatemala. She also wore this for the 100th Anniversary of WI in
the District Area.

Agriculture
As the provincial Agriculture Convener I represent WI on the
Agriculture Awareness Committee, Rural Beautification
Committee and each year distribute “From Farm to Table”
workbooks to Grade 3 classrooms throughout the province.
The Provincial WI also sponsors competitions for PEI 4-H,
and Rural Beautification Society. Details are in the Rural
Beautification booklet and they can be picked up at the
PEIWI Office. Deadline to enter was May 15, so something to
keep in mind for next year.
As part of the PEI Agriculture Awareness Sub Committee, I
have been involved in Canadian Agriculture Literacy Week,
March 1 to 7, 2015 where over 1200 grade three and four
students were read to and given a book including resources
about agriculture. Board members along with farmers, 4-H
members read and discussed farming on PEI, as well as a did a
project with each class. It was a great success. Please let me
know if you are interested in reading next year to students.
Along with the Home Economics and Health Convener,
Miriam Lank. we put on a cooking contest for Grades 7-12,
containing at least three agri-based Island items per recipes.
The contest was a great success and we have developed a
cookbook from all the recipes. Pick one up they are great — a
book from our youth to you.
Summer is almost here (despite all the snow) so lets us look
after this land, with love and respect for it‟s our most treasured
legacy to the future.
I would also like to thank the Provincial President, office staff
and all the Board Members for their help and support during
the past year.

-Helen Dawson, Provincial Convener

Citizenship & Legislation
WI districts, as usual, had been very busy this past year
because of various activities. The credit goes to all the
volunteers of branches and districts for the success. Most of
the districts are taking advantage of the kits available at the
office.
The volunteers of all districts and branches are hard working
ladies who so graciously give their time for so many good
causes. Congratulations to all the districts and branches for the
job well done and as the saying goes „keep on trucking‟.
Our membership is dwindling and we would like to involve the
younger generation by getting their input on such
convenerships as citizenship and legislation. They may have
great suggestions on how they would improve on what we have
been doing and to increase membership.
Finally, without the continuous support of the province these
activities would not be possible. I am grateful for this
support and would like to acknowledge the efforts of all the
districts and branches.

-Farida Chishti, Provincial Convener

Canadian Industries & Safety
Once again this year I represented the Provincial Board on the
PEI Partners for Community Safety which meets quarterly to
try to make our communities safer to live in. It has been an
interesting experience.
I received reports from most districts reporting on the kits
used through the year. All kits used were rated good or
excellent. A few speakers were used this year, namely a
fireman and someone who spoke on the Provincial Exhibition.
Keep up the good work ladies.
As this is my last year on the Provincial Board I want to take
this opportunity to thank the ladies of the Board for their
leadership and friendship and to wish the next Board “Good
Luck”.

-Susan Dunphy, Provincial Covnener

Cultural Activities

Environment

Branches reported a number of activities over the past year,
many reported assisting in community events as well as visiting
sick and shut ins. All gave donations to charities and helped
with the Provincial Exhibition and the Signature Quilt project
as well as many projects in their own areas.

The following are a few initiatives, speakers and discussions
that had taken place at various branches to enhance the
environment on Prince Edward Island:
Lawn maintenance without pesticides.
Car pooling.
Using glass versus disposables for lunches, etc.
Recycling books and magazines.
Using environmentally friendly cleaning products.
“Green Resolution” presentation to encourage Women‟s
Institutes to use reusable plastic bags if plastic needs to be
used. These plastic particles in the waterways are being
eaten by fish and causing harm to their bodies.

I would like to thank all branch members for their time and
commitment to the various activities and events for cultural
activities on Prince Edward Island.

-Evelyn Ford, Provincial Convener

A fair number of conveners used kits from the office in
addition to presenters.

Home Economics and Health
As this is my final report as Convener of Home Economics
and Health I want to tell you that the past four years have been
a real pleasure. I was and am so impressed with the great work
that is being done by the WI. It is wonderful to read about all
the various activities, work that is being done and the generous
donations that are given.
The program topics were numerous and varied. The two most
popular kits were Simple Home Remedies for Common Illnesses and Energy Drinks A New Fad. There were many others used such as How to Read Food Labels, Women‟s Heart
Health, Diabetes, Period of Purple Crying and others.
At this time I want to thank the District conveners for their
excellent reports and for sending them to me. You do wonderful work and it is truly appreciated. Thanks also to the Provincial Board for all of the assistance you give me especially with
the Health Expo and Festive Country Christmas and to the
Office Staff, Ellen and Katie, for all the help and support over
the past 4 years.

In closing, I wish to remind all from the words of The David
Suzuki Foundation which tells of four places on how to cut
down your carbon monoxide footprint: transportation, energy,
food, and take action.

-Kaye Larkin, Provincial Convener

International Affairs
There was such an interesting variety of topics and
presentations that took place under the heading International
Affairs this past year. Some include:
One Lower Montague WI member accompanied a group
“The Arms of Jesus” project to Guatemala.
Children and baby clothes, monetary donations and many
other items were donated.
Another WI had a Rotary Exchange student as a speaker
who lived in Spain for 10 and half months where she
learned to speak some Spanish.
Another had the Lieutenant Governor‟s wife, Her Honour
Dorothy Lewis, talk about her trip to England to visit
Queen Elizabeth.

-Miriam Lank, Provincial Convener
Many WI branches used “Around the World in PEI” and
was enjoyed by many.
One had a presentation on a Conference head in
Brisbane, Australia on fresh water for the World‟s needs.

-Kaye Larkin, Provincial Convener

Purple Ribbon Campaign Wraps Up
On December 5, 2014 PEIWI President Cynthia Mitchell, accompanied by Citizenship and Legislation Convener Farida
Chishti, lit a candle for the Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women
at the Confederation Centre of the Arts

Greater Charlottetown WI
The Greater Charlottetown WI takes part in Taking Care of Women. Period. The campaign launched by Tracey Comeau,
collected feminine hygiene products for PEI Food Banks throughout the month of March.

Argyle Shore WI
Argyle Shore WI received a grant for community centre upgrades. Left-Right: Elaine Potts, Valerie Docherty, Minister, Community Services and Seniors Minister responsible for the Status of Women, Joan MacPhail, Ron MacKinley, former
Minister of Fisheries, Aquaculture and Rural Development, President Joan MacDougall, and Diane MacPhail.

Exhibition
Sue-Anne Jay was the recipient of the Premier‘s Craft Education Award in 2013 presented to her by the Honorable Robert Ghiz at the Awards Ceremony during the Provincial Exhibition. The purpose of this award is to
enhance skill and proficiency in a chosen craft and to share experience with others.
Sue-Anne‘s chosen craft is rug hooking and she has earned many ribbons at the provincial exhibition. Around
the time she won the award, she and her husband were building a lovely new hotel in Montague, Lanes Riverhouse Inn and Cottages. They arranged to have Gene Shepherd, the author of ―The Rug Hooker‘s Bible‖ offer
a three day workshop. They also combined it with a golf vacation for the spouses.
Gene is a world renowned rug hooking instructor who teaches at his studio in Anaheim, CA when he is not
teaching in other parts of the world. Gene wrote and appeared in Rug Hooking Magazine‘s two volume DVD
series, Rug Hooking At Home plus four other instructional DVDs He also maintains a blog about all topics
related to rug hooking at www.geneshepherd.com. His work has been featured many times in Rug Hooking
Magazine, ATHA Newsletter and A Celebration of Hand Hooked Rugs, XII, XIV & XV. The Internet Rug
Camp is a realization of Gene‘s dream to create a large library of instructional DVDs that will be available to
rug hookers everywhere, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
While on PEI there was a session open to the public on Tuesday evening and Gene also attended the Shady
Lady Hook-in in York on Sept. 27 where many more of the Island Rug Hookers had an opportunity to meet
him.
While here he mentioned to Sue-Anne that he was planning 2-four day courses at his studio in late January and
encouraged her to sign up. Sue-Anne wanted to get instruction in hooking a portrait and decided this was ―her
opportunity to be tutored by one of the most gifted teachers in the rug hooking realm‖.
Sue Ann chose to do a portrait of her four year old granddaughter and although Gene typically works more in
wide cuts he was able to help her with her project. With his keen eye, he is able to communicate to his students what will make the piece look better. She hooked on linen backing size 16 x 20 and used 100% wool
dyed by Gene. According to Sue-Anne, the course was not limited to only learning the finer points of hooking
a portrait but because of the diversity of the projects being taught, also overflowed into dye sessions, technique
pointers, show and tell with other students and networking with other fibre artists in her class. The small class
of seven allowed each student to get one on one instruction.

Board of Directors 2013 - 2015
Honourary President

Helen Nicholson

132 Cameron Road, New Haven

C0A 1H3

902-675-3005

w.h.nicholson@pei.sympatico.ca

Honourary Member

Fairley Yeo

2983 O’Leary Road, O’Leary

C0B 1V0

902-859-3279

alvinyeo@pei.sympatico.ca

EXECUTIVE
Past President

Doreen Cole

5376 Rte. 20, Kensington

C0B 1M0

902-886-2207

stanleybridgeschool@live.ca

President

Cynthia Mitchell

461 Village Green Road, Rte. 272, Village Green C1B 3V1

902-651-2442

camitchell@upei.ca

President - Elect

Jacquie Laird

5955 Rte. 13, Hunter River

C0A 1N0

902-964-2641

peicrafts@live.com

Vice President

Carol Connick

503 Riverdale Road, Bonshaw

C0A 1C0

902-675-4435

cconnick@pei.sympatico.ca

Secretary

Myrna Murray

1739 Rte. 10, Borden Carleton

C0B 1X0

902-855-2636

myrnamurray@gmail.com

Treasurer

Audrey Farquharson

2240 Bethel Road, Mount Herbert

C1B 3L8

902-569-2612

foxrun65@hotmail.com
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CONVENERS
Agriculture

Helen Dawson

5060 Murray Harbour Road, Vernon River

C0A 2E0

902-651-2171

h.dawson@pei.sympatico.ca

Canadian Industries
& Safety

Susan Dunphy

220 Millboro Road, Hunter River

C0A 1N0

902-621-0880

sadunphy@pei.sympatico.ca

Citizenship &
Legislation

Farida Chishti

3 Hurry Road, Charlottetown

C1E 3C5

902-368-2360

wastigb@hotmail.com

Cultural Activities

Evelyn Ford

18 Elena Court - Apt. 2, Charlottetown

C1C 0B2

902-566-4808

Environment

Kaye Larkin

7 Queens Road, Cornwall

C0A 1H8

902-628-8087

Home Economics &
Health

Miriam Lank

160 Hyde Point Road, Meadowbank

C0A 1H1

902-566-2812

International Affairs

Kaye Larkin

7 Queens Road, Cornwall

C0A 1H8

902-628-8087

Exhibition Chair

Doreen Wall

1745 Union Road, Rte. 221, Harrington

C1E 3B8

902-388-2564

yellowbird67@outlook.com

Carol MacLellan

21465 Vetern’s Highways, Hunter River

C0A 1N0

902-964-2478

everett.mac@pei.sympatico.ca

evelynpoollady@hotmail.com

miriamlank@pei.sympatico.ca

Exhibition
Chair-in-training
FWIC Executive
Officer

PEIWI
40 Enman Crescent, Room 105
Charlottetown PE C1E 1E6
or
PO Box 2000
Charlottetown, PE C1A 7N8
Phone: (902) 368-4860
Fax: (902) 368-4439
wi@gov.pe.ca
www.peiwi.ca

FWIC
PO Box 209, Blue Lake Rd.,
St. George, ON, N0E 1N0
Phone: (519)448-3873
Fax (519)448-3506
fwican@gmail.com
www.fwic.ca
ACWW
Mary Sumner House
24 Tufton Street
London SW1P 3RB, England

REMINDERS
Notes & News - Deadline for submissions is the 5th of every month.
Institute News - Deadline for submissions for the September issue is
July 1.
Life Memberships - Applications are available in PEIWI Office or
online. Please include photo, citation and fee with application.

The PEIWI Website contains information for upcoming and past
events. Current issues of Notes & News, Institute News and Convener
Kits are available online at www.peiwi.ca.

PEIWI Office for purchase
Centennial History Book - $20.00
Island Product Cooking Contest Cookbook - $5.00
Centennial Cookbook - $10.00
Savour the Flavour Cookbook - $10.00
Treats and Treasures Cookbook - $5.00
Pedometers - $6.00
PEIWI Pencils - $.50
PEIWI Pens - $3.00
PEIWI Notepads - $1.00
PEIWI Logo Pins - $3.00
WI Napkins
Package of 25 - $7.00
50 - $14.00
100 - $28.00

WI Island Products
Contest Cookbook
Participants in the first
ever WI Island Cooking
Contest for Grades
7-12 share their
recipes in this spiral
bound cookbook.
Only $5

PEI Women‟s Institute is now on
Facebook!
Search for “PEIWomensInstitute” and
“Like” PEIWI‟s new page

