
The Board of Directors of the PEI Womenõs Institute welcomed the New Year  
by greeting members of the public at the Farm Centre for their fifth annual  
New Yearõs Day Levee on January 1st, 2018. 
 

This year, the PEIWI Board of Directors teamed up with 4-H PEI to kick off  
their 100th year anniversary celebrations. 
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(L-R): David Tingley, 4-H PEI Business                      
Community Representative; Carol Jenkins, PEIWI                    
President-Elect; and Doreen Cole, PEIWI FWIC 
Executive Officer greet PEIWI member Ferne 
MacPhail in the reception line-up. 

Jacquie Laird, PEIWI Past President (seated), and 
Kelly Mullaly of 4-H PEI (centre of picture) 
greeted people as they entered the Farm Centre. 

The New Year was brought in with             
delicious treats and breakfast foods 
made and supplied by the PEIWI Board 
and 4-H PEI members. The food was 
served by the children (below) of PEIWI 
Secretary-Treasurer, Chris Ortenburger. 
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To begin, I hope you all had a wonderful start to the New Year, and are             
braving the cold weather! 
 

The Board has been very busy over the last few months, with our                
Founderõs Day program, a yearly meeting with the new Minister of                   
Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Robert Henderson, and planning for 
Spring events.  
 

The Board were honoured to attend WI District Meetings. There was                
tremendous feedback on the future of WI, and the future continues to look 
bright! 
 

I have visited many branches, and would like to congratulate you all on 
the many activities that the Branches do. It helps keep the spirit of WI alive! 
 

To continue to educate ourselves, we hope you take advantage of the Speakers List which can be 
found on peiwi.ca. It is a list of people to speak at your Branch or District. Please contact the WI 
office if you have speakers to add to the list. 
 

As a reminder, the 18th Annual Spring Is in the Air Gala Dinner is coming up on April 13th, so 
please get your tickets! 
 

I hope you have a great year, and keep up the excellent work! 
 

-Doreen Wall, PEIWI President 
 

Presidentõs Greeting 

Did you know there are nearly 600 species of bees in Canada, and that 
the honeybee was imported to North America from Eurasia in the 1600õs? 
Bees are necessary in the production of one third of the food we eat by 
pollinating our food crops, and honeybees do double duty by             
providing us with honey.   
 

An important factor for bees is access to adequate nutrition. Without              
collecting enough good sources of nectar and pollen from flowers in the 
warmer months, honeybee colonies face serious challenges during the 
winter.   
 

You can help honeybees survive and thrive by planting a pollinator               
garden. Select plants with different blooming periods to attract bees throughout the growing               
season. Bees prefer purple, yellow, white and blue flowers with single fragrant blossoms. Leave the 
dandelions in your lawn. In the early spring, dandelions will provide a food source when few other 
sources are available.   
 

For more information, go to beesmatter.ca! 
 

- Liz Spangler, Agriculture Convener 

Agriculture Report 
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The FWIC Executive held a Skype meeting on November 25th with many reports brought               
forward: 

¶ Finance of the FWIC, Homestead and the Madge Watt Account 

¶ Open discussion on letter of support for FWIO nomination of  Peggy Knapp to the Canadian                       
iii Agriculture Hall of Fame 

¶ Updates on the 2018 Triennial Convention 
   

The FWIC Board gave final approval on the new FWIC Logo, which is shown below! 
 

Nominations for FWIC President-Elect were to be received by February 15th, 2018 and sent to Holly          
Hersey, Nominations Chair. Holly will continue to make personal contact with the eligible nominees.   
 

The FWIC Board is still looking for a host province for the 2021 Triennial Convention. I hope you 
are keeping updated with activities from across Canada in the FED Bulletin, new information about 
the 2018 Triennial Convention, and FWIC Strategic Plan should be included in them. 
 

As a reminder, FWIC continues to get numerous requests for branch locations across the country; 
please let the FWIC office know branch listings if they are not already on your provincial websites for us to link to. 
 

A concern about Sucrose in foods and drinks led our FWIC's Economics & Health Chair to write a letter to the Minister of Health and to 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency about the concern. This was supported by the whole Board. 
 

The 2018 FWIC Triennial Quilt Raffle tickets are ready for sale and are $2 each. The tickets will be available at all 2018 Area                
Conventions and the Provincial Convention on Prince Edward Island. 
 

The Adelaide Hunter Homeless Homestead currently has a part time Special Events Coordinator who is planning the Easter Party and a 
new Childrenõs Art & Music Festival. 
 

Here are the dates for these events at the Homestead: 

¶ March 30th, 2018 (Good Friday): Easter at Addieõs ð egg hunt, petting zoo, and more 

¶ August 11th, 2018: Addieõs Art & Music Festival for Children 
 

The Ad Hoc Committee gave a lengthy report at our Skype Meeting. The report is as follows: 
 

Purpose: To create a strategic plan to have FWIC become a sustainable organization. 
Committee Members: Linda Hoy, Joan Holthe, Karen Gerwing, Lynn MacLean, Faye Mayberry, Sheila Needham, Elaine Tully, and staff 
member Wendy Hamilton. 
The Purpose of FWIC? The Ad Hoc Committee reviewed the current FWIC Mission and Objectives. 
Current Mission: An organization for personal development, the family, and community action. 
Current Objectives: 
a) To provide a united national voice for all Womenõs Institutes in Canada 

b) To initiate national programs and provide resource material 

c) To provide a medium of inter-communication among the units of the Federation 
 

Focus 
Why does the FWIC exist? To be a national voice for women and families by promoting leadership and personal development through               
education and fellowship. 
Core Values: Fundamental beliefs of an organization to determine if itõs on the right track and fulfilling its goals. 
FWICõs New Core Value: A commitment to promote personal development and education opportunities for women and families. 
FWICõs New Mission Statement: A national network for women and families to promote leadership and personal development                      
opportunities through education and fellowship. 
 

In my next FWIC news update, I will give you more from the Ad Hoc report. 
 

I hope you have a wonderful Spring! 
 

- Doreen Cole, FWIC Executive Officer 

 òTo be beautiful means to be yourself.  

You donõt need to be accepted by others.  

You need to accept yourself.ó 

-Thich Nhat Hanh  

 
 

FWIC News 



Brackley WI 

2017 was a special year for Brackley WI. On October 2nd, 

the Branch celebrated its 70th anniversary! 

 

A cake was served with Brackley WI members in attendance 

(pictured above), as well as a few guests (pictured below).   

 

- Submitted by Brackley WI 


