
                                         WI RESOLUTIONS: 
                        OUR VOICE FOR FUTURE CHANGE

Resolutions are an integral part of parliamentary procedure and one of our main 
methods of influencing change. Resolutions are simply formal motions which 
have been researched and include explanations for the need to change.

TO FORMULATE A RESOLUTION:

There must be a definite need. The group must be sure that they know the topic and have done some
research on the matter. It's embarrassing, for example, to request that a certain law be enacted only to
find it is on the statute books now.  Perhaps the first rule regarding resolutions is - "know the facts."

These are the main steps in writing a resolution:
Step 1. The reasons for the request are called the Preamble and usually begin with the word "Whereas."

Step 2. After the reasons are stated, the resolution ( the substance or point of the request) is written in
sentence form beginning with "Be it resolved."

Step 3. The resolution is signed by the President and Secretary of the branch proposing the resolution.

WHAT TYPE OF RESOLUTION IS IT?

LOCAL - Resolutions may be prepared on matters of local concern.

e.g. If the concern is one within the community, a resolution may be prepared and passed at a branch
meeting. It does not go to District Convention or Provincial Convention.

AREA - For problems of wider concern, a branch may prepare and pass a resolution to be considered by
a District Convention. The branch is responsible to present the reasons for the resolution to the District
Convention by having a representative to speak to it when it is introduced by the Chairperson of the
Resolutions Committee.

PROVINCIAL - Problems or issues of concern to the general population of the province may begin at a
local branch. Following adoption at the branch, a resolution must go to the District Convention and
proceed as an area issue. If passed by the District Convention, it is to be forwarded to the Chairperson of
Resolutions for the Provincial Board (W.I. Office, 40 Enman Crescent, Charlottetown, C1E 1E6). The
District is responsible to designate a speaker for the resolution when it is introduced at Provincial
Convention.

NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL - The procedure is the same as for Provincial issues. The Provincial
Board is responsible for forwarding resolutions to the appropriate National Chairperson.

EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS:

An emergency resolution, formulated because of unusual necessity or urgency, may be presented to a
District or Provincial Convention. An emergency resolution is not just a late arrival! It must deal with a
problem which has developed since the deadline for receiving resolutions and must be researched,
written, and signed in the proper manner.
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