Chairperson’s Message
The past year has been
very busy for the Advisory
Council as we continue
to partner with many
community organizations to
work for women’s equality
in PEI! Here are a few
highlights from the past
year.
As ACSW chair, I meet regularly with the Minister
Responsible for the Status of Women, Paula Biggar and
with the Interministerial Women’s Secretariat, and we have
developed a very good and collaborative relationship.
In January 2017,
the new Women’s
Wellness Program
opened and is based in
the Ambulatory Care
Department of the
Prince County Hospital
in Summerside. The
program offers a
variety of sexual and
Mari and Hon. Paula Biggar meet during
reproductive health
the summer of 2017 to discuss issues that
services for women
affect the status of women.
across the lifespan,
including surgical and medical abortion. Many aspects of the
program, such as sexual health services for all genders and
support for post-partum depression will also be offered at
primary health centres in other regions of PEI.
The ACSW and the PEI Aboriginal Women’s Association held
a study group at the public library to review and discuss the
progress made on equality for women in Canada and PEI
during the fifty years from 1967 to 2017. The group was held
bi-weekly from March through April, and we had great indepth, intergenerational discussions of equality as it affected
society and individual participants and groups.
In June we held our annual Chairs Circle with past ACSW
chairpersons. This year we chose the topic of women and
mental health and addictions. People on PEI, particularly
women, have been protesting and lobbying the government
for improvements and more resources for mental health and
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addictions services for themselves and their families.
The ACSW has been responding to the Globe and Mail’s
research regarding sexual assault and cases regarded as
“unfounded” through public opinion pieces in the media
and through communications with the government. PEI
was shown in the research to have one of the highest
percentages of unfounded cases in Canada.
The theme for this year’s Purple Ribbon Campaign is
“Don’t stand by. Stand with. Everyone has a part to play in
preventing violence against women.” The campaign begins
on November 25th, the International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women. The annual Charlottetown
Montreal Massacre Memorial Service to remember the
women murdered in the 1989 Montreal Massacre and
women murdered in PEI will be held in Memorial Hall,
Confederation Centre of the Arts, at noon on Wednesday,
December 6th. We encourage you to wear your purple
ribbon during the campaign period and also during PEI
Family Violence Prevention week in February 2018.
Jane has been working with partner groups through the
Mayor’s Purple Ribbon Task Force on Family Violence
Prevention to develop a series of workplace training and
public education videos on how to intervene safely and
effectively as
a bystander in
possible situations
of violence. These
will be available
during Family
Violence Prevention
Week 2018!
Mari (centre) with Council Executive members
A huge thank you to Melissa Mullen (left) and Yvonne Deagle (right).
all of the members
of the Advisory Council and to our dedicated staff – Jane,
Michelle, and Becky – for their continued hard work and
commitment to women’s equality during this past year. On
behalf of the Advisory Council, I wish you and your families
a wonderful holiday season and healthy and peaceful New
Year!
– Mari Basiletti, Chairperson

Memorial Services for Victims of Violence

First mourn, then work for change
December 6 is the National Day of
Remembrance and Action on Violence
Against Women. On and around December 6, candle-lighting services remember
14 young women who in 1989 were murdered because they were women in what
became known as the Montreal Massacre. We remember ten women since 1989
murdered on Prince Edward Island by men
who knew them. Join others in your community to light a candle of remembrance,
to remember, to reflect, and to act so
these murders end.

Charlottetown Memorial Service
12:00 noon, Wednesday, December 6
Memorial Hall, Confederation Centre of
the Arts (venue sponsor), Charlottetown
Mi’kmaw ceremony & prayers: Elder
Judy Clark & Julie Pellissier-Lush
Guest Speaker: Treena Smith
Music: Sylvia Abikhattar-Mutch & Peter
Mutch
More info: 902-368-4510
PEI Adv. Council on the Status of Women
Summerside Memorial Service
Summerside Memorial Service
12:00 noon, Wednesday, December 6
Summerside Baptist Church
219 Church Street, Summerside
More info: 902-436-9856
East Prince Women’s Information Centre

We remember 1989
28 years since the Montreal Massacre
2017-2018 Purple Ribbon Theme: Don’t Stand By. Stand With.
Don’t stand by. Stand with. Everyone
has a part to play in preventing violence
against women. What does it mean to
“stand with” people who experience
violence? When we think of “bystanders”
to violence we often think of witnesses,
standing on the sidelines doing nothing.
But what if everyone who witnessed
bullying, abuse, or violence acted and
intervened in some way to make a
positive difference?
Taking action when we see signs of
violence is standing with the people who
experience violence. Even small actions
can make a difference. A small action
could even save a life.
With every action to help, together, we
can build a community ready to take a
stand against violence.

Six steps to taking action when we
see signs of abuse or violence:
1. Notice that something is
happening
2. Recognize signs of abuse or
violence in what is happening
3. Take responsibility for providing
help
4. Assess safety: the victim’s, the
aggressor’s, yours, and others’
nearby
5. Decide how to help in a way that
keeps us and the people around
us safe
6.

Multilingual
Purple Ribbon Poster
This year’s multilingual 11x17” poster
highlights the Purple Ribbon Campaign
theme “Don’t Stand By. Stand With.
Everyone has a part to play in preventing violence against women” in English,
French, Mi’kmaq, Arabic, Farsi, Mandarin,
Nepali, Korean, and Spanish. These represent the founding and most commonly
spoken languages of our province. Thanks
to JoDee Samuelson for adapting the
bookmark image. Posters are available by
request, or at www.gov.pe.ca/acsw.

Resources for Teachers
Again this year, the Purple Ribbon Campaign has produced a resource guide for
PEI teachers. The guide includes bilingual
handouts for students about what it
means to “stand with” people who experience violence. The guides also include
resources on consent and healthy relationships. Resources for teachers focus on
trauma-informed teaching and bystander
tip-sheets from the Premier’s Action Committee on Family Violence Prevention.
The resource guides provide teachers
with links to the curriculum outcomes for
Grades 7–9 Social Studies, Grade 9 Health,
and high-school Family Life. Resources
from the teachers’ guide are available by
request or can be downloaded from the
PEIACSW website, www.gov.pe.ca/acsw.

Take action to help

Participants in the Aboriginal Women’s Association’s October 4 Sisters in Spirit Vigil for Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.

Advisory Council Meetings 2017: Highlights
The PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women meets six times each fiscal year in
communities across Prince Edward Island. At meetings, members focus attention on
issues important to the status of Island women. They plan actions to advise the Minister
Responsible for the Status of Women and her government. They organize events and
publications to raise awareness of issues among members of the general PEI public.
February 22, 2017, Charlottetown, PEI
Council Planning & Meeting with
Minister Biggar
Facilitator Jill Lightwood assisted Council
members with strategic planning in
the morning, and members crafted
key messages and themes to share with
Minister Biggar and the Interministerial
Women’s Secretariat during the
afternoon.

June 14, 2017, Wood Islands, PEI
Council Policy & Positions Updates
In a meeting focused on updating
Council’s policies and its positions related
to the status of Island women, Council
members developed a policy to encourage
diversity and inclusion, continued work
on the Child Protection Act, talked about
mental health services, and reviewed
research on school dress codes.

April 13, 2017, Charlottetown, PEI
Child Protection Act Review & Women in
Canada Study Group
Council members welcomed a
presentation by Dr. Philip Smith on
the Child Protection Act Review
recommendations and at noontime
participated in the study group on Women
in Canada: 50 Years of Change. Other
themes included school dress codes,
mental health services, and health and
justice systems’ responses after sexual
assault.

October 5, 2017, Summerside, PEI
Supporting Not-for-Profit Organizations
Guest speaker Carly Levy shared her
ambitions for the not-for-profit sector
in PEI, reflecting on a conference hosted
by the United Way. Other themes of
discussion were mental health services,
seniors’ health and wellness, and the
Purple Ribbon Campaign Against Violence.
Next meeting: December 6, 2017, in
Charlottetown, PEI. Council members will
help to coordinate the annual Montreal
Massacre Memorial Service.

Members of the PEI Advisory Council on the
Status of Women in February 2017.

Every year, past Chairpersons of the Advisory
Council get together as a “Chairs Circle” to
discuss current issues: this year, five women who
chaired in five decades met in June to discuss
mental health and addictions services.

National Coalition of Advisory Councils Meeting in St. John’s, Newfoundland & Labrador

Some members of the National Coalition of
Advisory Councils on the Status of Women at
their 2017 meeting.

The National Coalition of Provincial and
Territorial Advisory Councils on the Status
of Women held its annual meeting in St.
John’s, NL, on October 2 and 3, 2017. The
Federal Minister of Status of Women,
Hon. Maryam Monsef, was not able to
attend, so her Parliamentary Secretary

Terry Duguid and representatives of Status
of Women Canada joined the meeting.
Discussion topics included supporting and
revitalizing the women’s movement in
Canada and steps that must be taken to
ensure the success of the National Inquiry
on Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women, especially to support family
members. The National Coalition also
called for the reestablishment of a national
advisory council on the status of women.
The National Coalition meets to share
and discuss issues related to women’s
equality across the country as well as to
highlight how the Coalition can advance
the interests of women. Topics this year
included pan-Canadian issues such as
violence against women and girls, police
and justice responses to sexual assault
cases, and the urgent need for affordable,
accessible, and appropriate housing. All of
these issues touch women across Canada.

Hosts in St. John’s introduced Coalition
members to excellent work in their
community. Meeting participants
attended a garden-bench dedication for
an Indigenous woman at Stella’s Circle,
an organization that supports women
who have been involved with the criminal
justice system. Members also heard a
presentation by THRIVE Community Youth
Network about their supports and services
for trafficked and sexually exploited young
people in Newfoundland and Labrador.
The Coalition’s meeting was the last
chaired by Linda Ross of Newfoundland
and Labrador, and Mari Basiletti of PEI
completed her time as 2017–2018 co-chair.
The new Chairperson of the National
Coalition of Advisory Councils is Michelle
Kelly, Chair of the Nova Scotia Advisory
Council. Michelle is a Halifax-based lawyer
who grew up in Summerside, PEI. The 2018
meeting will take place in Halifax.

Council Members

Mari Basiletti, Chairperson, Canoe Cove
Yvonne Deagle, Vice-Chairperson, Miminegash
Melissa Mullen, Treasurer, Lewes
Patti Wheatley, Cornwall
Diana Lariviere, Argyle Shore
Deborah Langston, Blooming Point
Pamela Montgomery, Summerside
Madison Blanchard, Charlottetown
Lalana Paul, Melville

Staff

Jane Ledwell, Executive Director
Michelle Jay, Program Coordinator
Becky Tramley, Office Manager (p/t)

Contact

(1) Mari Basiletti, Elder Judy Clark, Carrington Christmas of NWAC, and Kendi Tarichia
at the launch of the Women in Canada: 50 Years of Change study group co-hosted with
the Aboriginal Women’s Association. (2) Council members on a cold June day in Wood
Islands. (3) Young Island women take their place in the PEI Legislature at a local event
for Equal Voice’s “Daughters of the Vote” project. (4) Staff members Jane Ledwell, left,
and Michelle Jay, right, receive service awards from Chairperson Mari Basiletti, centre.
(5) Busy hands at the 2017 Purple Ribbon Pinning Bee. (6) Temporary foreign workers
and volunteers decorate the hall for International Women’s Day celebrations. (6) Mari
Basiletti, left, and Premier Wade MacLauchlan, right, on International Women’s Day.

Our 2017 Publications Available On-line
News Releases and Opinion Pieces, available at www.gov.pe.ca/acsw
• Key Messages from the Council (February 22, posted April 11)
• International Women’s Day: Be Bold for Change/Journée internationale des
femmes : Osez le changement (March 8)
• PART 1: Justice for Survivors of Sexual Assault (April 10)
• PART 2: Improving Sexual Assault Response in PEI (April 11)
• Reflections on the History of Women in Canada (May 25)
• Chairpersons Call for Increased Supports for Mental Health and Addictions
/ Le Cercle des présidentes préconise un soutien accru en santé mentale et
en toxicomanie (June 15)
2017 Publications, available at www.gov.pe.ca/acsw
• Available again! First Hand: Arts,
Crafts, and Culture Created by PEI
Women of the 20th Century (2000)
• Disponible de nouveau! De première
main : l’art, l’artisanat et la culture
créés par les femmes de l’Î.-P.-É. au 20e
siècle (2000)
• New! 2016–2017 Annual Report

PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women
PO Box 2000
Charlottetown, PEI C1A 7N8
Phone: 902-368-4510
Email: info@peistatusofwomen.ca

Location

Sherwood Business Centre
161 St. Peter’s Road

On-line

Subscribe: newsletters@peistatusofwomen.ca
Website: www.gov.pe.ca/acsw
Videos: vimeo.com/peistatusofwomen
Facebook.com/peistatusofwomen
Blog: peiacsw.wordpress.com
Twitter: @peiacsw

Receive notices of upcoming events, work and
research opportunities, and more. Subscribe
for FREE at eepurl.com/r-DMn (or follow the
link on our Website).
Got a PSA? The deadline to submit notices
is Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. to newsletters@
peistatusofwomen.ca. Notices will ordinarily
be sent out Thursday afternoon.

