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Present from the Advisory Council on the Status of Women:
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Members of the Advisory Council on the Status of Women met with Prince Edward Island
Executive Council at the Executive Council Office on November 30, 2004. The purpose of
the meeting was to inform and update Cabinet on the Council’s activities and priorities, and
to advance collaborative relationships between the Advisory Council and government.

Premier Binns welcomed the members and staff of the Advisory Council and Sandy Bentley
from the Interministerial Women’s Secretariat. He invited the guests to the meeting to
introduce themselves. Each woman introduced herself, related some of her experience, and
addressed an issue that she brought to the Council table.

Jackie MacNeill Doiron related that she had just completed her term on Council and
expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to serve her community through Council. She
spoke passionately about the situation of senior Island women living in poverty after lives of
service to their families and communities.

Lisa Murphy introduced herself and thanked Executive Council for their support for efforts
to improve the status of women in Prince Edward Island. She outlined her experience with
the Advisory Council over many years, and stressed the value of cooperation with
government to make meaningful change for women and families.

Jane Ledwell introduced herself and expressed her gratitude for having the opportunity to
be a resource person for the inspiring women of Council. She explained her role as
supporting their issues and experience with research and policy analysis and mentioned the
policy guide process she would present later in the meeting.

Aleah MacLennan talked about her experience growing up on a farm in rural Prince Edward
Island, and the challenges she faced each day as an independent woman, from trying to get
a car loan to trying to get service on vehicles. After reflecting on farm women’s often
unrewarded and uncompensated contributions to their families and their farms, Aleah spoke
of the importance of small community hospitals and reflected on her experience as a nurse
at the threatened Stewart Memorial Hospital in Tyne Valley. She commented particularly on
what she has learned of woman abuse in her community, through the women who come to
her hospital.

Kirstin Lund introduced herself and spoke of her role on Council and her work in the
community on behalf of women. Her focus, she said, is on family violence prevention,
access for women to family law legal aid, and electoral reform to improve the representation
of women in government.

Darcie Pike-Wilkie spoke of her experience as an early childhood educator and explained
the passion that she brings to Council for high-quality early childhood care and, especially,
education. She identified the need to ensure proper salary levels for early childhood
educators, to support improved quality.

Joan Savage introduced herself and spoke of her career in public health nursing. She
related her positive experience with early intervention programs for children, particularly the
Best Start program, which she called “the best program I’ve seen in many years of public
health nursing.” She expressed her disappointment that the Province plans to limit the
program to just 18 months’ support for families and stressed the need to help parents along.

Elaine Rabinowitz spoke of her experience working in community mental health and her
particular commitment to family violence prevention and eliminating the sexual exploitation
of women and children. She spoke of the positive experience she has had serving on
Council. She noted her passion for connecting local issues with the situation of women
around the globe, and spoke of how inspired she has been to be on the selection committee
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for the Inge Blackett Memorial Bursary (offered by Council in memory of past Council
member Inge Blackett to a woman who entered Canada as a refugee).
Wendy MacLaren said that she works in early childhood education in King’s County. She
said that the voice of children often isn’t heard in public or in government, but that it is
amazing what we hear when we listen to children. She identified particularly issues such as
violence, poverty, lack of public transportation, and lack of hot nutritious meals. As a mother
of a large family, she also sees maternity and parental benefits as a very important issue for
women and families.

Sandy Bentley spoke of her role within government: offering policy advice related to social
and economic issues.

Premier Binns invited Minister Shea to comment, introducing her as PEI’s first woman to be
Minister of Trnasportation and Public Works. 

Hon. Gail Shea closed the introductions by reiterating that Sandy Bentley and the Advisory
Council are a resource for every department of government, and that both are open for
questions.

Kirstin Lund then outlined Council’s main message: that the Advisory Council wants to
have a collaborative relationship with government. Council wants to publicly celebrate
positive change and to support and assist government, rather than reacting to issues. At the
same time, however, Council wants to see the status of women in Prince Edward Island
improve, and we need to balance these goals.

Lisa Murphy referred Cabinet members to handouts outlining the purposes of the Advisory
Council. She invited Cabinet members to participate in memorial services on December 6,
in memory of the 14 women murdered in Montreal in 1989. She also provided them with
reference copies of the recent publication of factsheets on woman abuse, part of the project
on woman abuse and the PEI justice system. She described the factsheets as powerful and
effective descriptions of women’s experiences of different forms of abuse.

Lisa then spoke about issues that are important to Island women as we hear them at the
Advisory Council offices. She said that we often receive the message that politicians are not
hearing women’s issues expressed as high priorities when they campaign. Lisa elaborated
some of the implications of women’s economic issues and health issues and the importance
of seeing women’s unique perspective on what might seem to be general problems in the
population. She stressed that women’s issues are not just the expected child- or family-
related ones one might expect. Every sector of government deals with issues that affect
women, including primary resource sectors, business and development, and even
transportation and public works.

Jane Ledwell introduced the Council’s Policy Guides and provided Cabinet with a summary
of all six published guides. She outlined the collaborative process used to produce the
guides, including research on women’s views and concerns and a great deal of community
consultation. She emphasized the plan to follow up on guides by working with government
departments to identify policy challenges and to implement Council’s recmmendations.
Jane reported that the next two policy guides would focus on Electoral Reform (with specific
recommendations around proportional representation) and Senior Women.
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Kirstin Lund introduced open dialogue between Executive Council and the Advisory Council
by asking a key question: 

What would make it easier for you, as Cabinet ministers, to make positive
changes for women in Prince Edward Island, and how can the Advisory Council
support that work?

Hon. Mitch Murphy led off replies from Cabinet by stating that two-way dialogue is
important and helps Cabinet understand what the Advisory Council is hearing from the
community. He said that Cabinet members need to communicate to Council about policy
development, and that it is helpful that the Council and its individual members are willing to
dialogue. He continued to say that it is important to have policy based on sound research
and input, and that the more accurate and positive the input, the better decisions
government can make.

Hon. Mike Currie responded to Lisa’s presentation on women’s issues government might
not hear on the doorstep during campaigns. He said that in his experience, women are
more willing than men to tell politicians their issues, and are often better informed.

Hon. Mitch Murphy elaborated on this point, saying that the first time you go round on a
campaign, you’re a stranger, but on the second campaign and especially the third
campaign, you do get a lot more input. He also responded to the discomfort some people
feel with the term “women’s issues.” He said, “Women’s issues are societal issues.” He also
said that resources such as EPWIC and other women’s groups are important. He also said
that particular women’s issues are sometimes legal issues, that women sometimes need
support to take the first step off a treadmill.

Kirstin Lund responded that it is good to hear that politicians and government are hearing
these issues.

Hon. Mildred Dover referred to the CBC Television competition to name the “Greatest
Canadian,” an honour recently given to Tommy Douglas. She noted that there was not even
one woman nominated in the top ten in the competition. She expressed surprise and dismay
that Nellie McClung was not recognized. She suggested that the Advisory Council should
write a letter about our concern at the lack of women nominees and emphasize the need to
profile women’s place in Canadian history.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen noted that the issue of wages for women is important and that he
was well aware of concerns, as the minister responsible for Labour. He referred to a recent
meeting he had had with the Working Group for a Livable Income, and the resulting review
the Labour Standards Board has requested of the Employment Standards Act. He said there
may be specific changes regarding minimum wage. He also expressed disappointment that
the invitation for him or his department to participate in the recent launch of the policy
guide on Maternity and Parental benefits had not reached him in time for him to attend. On
a more personal note, he said that his wife had brought up their children at home, and that
despite the value she had contributed to their family, there would be no compensation for
her work at the time of her retirement. He said there is evident need to change the system.
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He said, “As Minister of Labour, I am committed to open dialogue with your group [the
Advisory Council].”

Kirstin Lund expressed the Council’s desire to meet with Cabinet on an annual basis, for
advice on what issues are “coming down the pike,” and to provide input on issues on which
government requires input.

Hon. Gail Shea asked Kirstin to name the Advisory Council’s specific priorities for the
coming twelve months.

Kirstin replied on behalf of Council that our priorities would be

1) funding and support for Family Law Legal Aid

2) sufficient financial resources for Family Violence Prevention

and, on a less tight timeline,

3) proportional representation

Hon. Philip Brown said that he really appreciated the process set out by Council, saying it
was progressive on suggesting policy change, and that he valued a collaborative approach.

Hon. Mitch Murphy offered an example of an issue that could benefit by collaborative work
between government and Council. He said that Provincial Treasury had recently become
aware that many Island seniors do not know they might be eligible to defer certain tax
payments. He said also that Treasury had determined that the current threshold for
deferment is too low and that Treasury needs information on seniors’ mean income to
ensure that policy changes help the most seniors. He noted that government often assumes
that people know about public programs, but that is not always the case.

Hon. Gail Shea noted another example — an opportunity that government had missed to
have Council help government by acknowledging a positive policy change. She said that the
Advisory Council had only found out by chance that the Province had begun to top up
maternity benefits to provincial employees and had been disappointed to have missed an
opportunity to celebrate this change (which had been recommended by the Advisory
Council in an earlier Policy Guide).

Kirstin Lund and Hon. Mitch Murphy closed the discussion with mutual thanks. All meeting
participants posed for a photograph.


