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Status of Women Introduces New Chairperson 

Charlottetown - Kirstin Lund from Stratford, has been recently
appointed as Chairperson of the Advisory Council on the Status
of Women.  As well, Jackie MacNeill Doiron has been appointed
as Vice-Chairperson.  

The Council would like to introduce our new Chairperson Kirstin
Lund to you.

The Advisory Council is a nine-member advisory agency of the
PEI government.  The Council is mandated to advise the
provincial government and bring before the public matters
relating to the status of women.

See attached sheet “Who is Kirstin Lund?” for details.
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The PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women would like to introduce its 
new Chairperson, Kirstin Lund from Stratford.  She was appointed to Council in
January 2003 and as Chairperson in June.

Kirstin is interested in continuing the Advisory Council’s work on issues of violence
against women.  In particular, she has an interest in ensuring that women have safe
options in the justice system, and that alternative dispute resolution processes, as
well as formal court processes, do not re-victimize women who have experienced
violence in their relationship.  She would also like to explore how experiencing
violence in a relationship may impact on a criminalized woman's subsequent
conflict with the law.

Women’s economic security is important to Kirstin as well.  She has a particular
interest in ensuring that financial benefits received from government, such as
parental and maternity benefits, are equitable for all women.

Both personally and professionally, Kirstin has a lot to offer the policy development
process here at the Advisory Council.  The next two policy topics seem particularly
well suited.  This June, the Advisory Council will release a policy package that
makes recommendations regarding early childhood care and education.  In the fall,
a package on parental benefits will be released.  As a self-employed mother, Kirstin
has experienced first hand the inequities associated with benefits for new parents
and she has had the experience of seeking quality, affordable care for her young
son.  Furthermore, she researched a background paper for the Atlantic-wide
"Parental Benefits" project coordinated by Women's Network PEI.  She will be able
to speak knowledgeably about the changes required so that women can decide to
have children and care for them while pursuing a variety of employment options. 

In the winter of 2004, the Advisory Council will turn its attention to issues relevant
to the Island's senior women.  Council members have spoken passionately about
the increased vulnerability experienced by older women.  Then, in the spring of
2004, Council will revisit a topic that is key to equality for Island women when it
releases a package that explores issues related to reproductive health.  

Kirstin brings a variety of skills to the Advisory Council that will enhance the
Council’s work.  To meet with Kirstin on any issue, call or email the office.
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