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June 15, 2005

Dr. Richard Kurial, Chair
Task Force on Student Achievement
Office of the Dean of Arts, UPEI
550 University Avenue
Charlottetown, PEI 
C1A 4P3

Dear Dr. Kurial and colleagues on the PEI Task Force on Student Achievement:

The Prince Edward Island Advisory Council on the Status of Women serves as a provincial
government advisory agency dedicated to equality and supporting women’s full and active
participation in social, legal, cultural, economic, and political spheres of life. It is in the spirit
of this mandate that we take advantage of the opportunity to share our work on Prince
Edward Island policy regarding Early Childhood Care and Education.

The PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women strongly believes that attention to early
childhood care and education is vital to ensuring Prince Edward Island’s goals for
increasing parent involvement in education and improving student achievement in key
areas of literacy.

In June 2003, the Advisory Council produced a comprehensive Policy Guide on Early
Childhood Care and Education. We have included fifteen copies with this cover letter, and
we hope that you will examine it in detail as you deliberate on your recommendations. 

The landscape for early childhood care and education has changed somewhat since the
Policy Guide was developed. Most significantly, we have moved closer to signing a
federal/provincial funding agreement to support PEI’s part in a national childcare system.
However, this agreement cannot come fast enough for early childhood educators, children,
and parents in PEI. 
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While early childhood educators now have access to a union and are striving to negotiate a
reasonable first contract, they remain woefully underpaid for their highly skilled work. Every
year, committed educators invest thousands of dollars in their own education to gain the
qualifications to teach. They then enter the workforce burdened with student loans and, in
many cases, are able to earn just $8 an hour to pay their bills and repay their loans. To
build a better system for early childhood care and education, we must invest first in
educators.

Parents in Prince Edward Island continue to foot the bill for three quarters of all early
childhood care and education in the Province. This is not the kind of “parental involvement
in education” that results in improved student achievement and student engagement. In
fact, the economic burden on families to pay for early childhood care and education
probably requires parents to work outside the home longer and harder, leaving less time for
true “parental involvement” in their young children’s lives and development. Young mothers
in PEI still have the highest rate of workforce participation of any region in Canada, at 83%.

The proposed national childcare system promises to be based on principles of Quality,
Universal accessibility, Affordability, and Development-focused programming, the so-called
QUAD principles. It will not be possible to enhance PEI’s early childhood education system
to meet the national goals without immediate, significant, and well-planned investment by
all levels of government. Good planning requires close consultation with community
groups, such as the Early Childhood Development Association and experts on PEI’s Healthy
Child Development strategy.

Leadership for change, and improved student achievement, will come from the educators
when they are supported to be well-trained and well-paid for their important work. Parent
participation in education will improve when we expand our understanding on
“participation” beyond their financial participation, and we free up their time and resources
truly to engage with their children. 

Your Task Force’s May 2005 Discussion Document acknowledges the importance of early
childhood education, noting that “Pre-school experience is shown to be strongly related to
achievement in formal schooling” (8). Our now well-established publicly funded
kindergarten program will, quite certainly, demonstrate the value of investment in young
children’s education.

We also found it enlightening to read that your Discussion Document, in noting gender
differences and factors for student achievement, says, “For the girls, a confluence of
teacher support, parent support, and positive school attitudes all contribute to academic 
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success” (10). How much greater the success of girls and women when the whole
community invests in their earliest education. Investment will create a positive environment
for children to receive early childhood care and education and for mothers and fathers to
participate in the labourforce with a secure sense that their children are preparing to
achieve success in formal schooling – and as lifelong learners and contributing members of
society. 

While investing in early childhood care and education would undoubtedly contribute to
improvements in student achievement across the Island, it would also serve another goal: it
would help advance women’s economic and social equality. Imagine the incentive students
would have to succeed if they knew they were graduating into a world where equality and
diversity flourished and were valued by friends, neighbours, co-workers, communities, and
governments. 

We hope that this letter and our Policy Guide on Early Childhood Care and Education will
inspire recommendations from your Task Force on the urgent need for investment in early
childhood education and early childhood educators.We wish you good luck in your
deliberations.

Sincerely,

Kirstin Lund, Chairperson
PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women

cc:
Hon. Gail Shea, Minister Responsible for the Status of Women
Maurice Poirier, Task Force Member
Zaïn Esseghaïer, Task Force Member
Dr. Sandy MacDonald, Task Force Member
Ken Gunn, Task Force Member
Gary Doucette, Task Force Member
B. J. Willis, Task Force Member
Rob MacDonald, Task Force Member
Beth Cullen, Task Force Member
Kim Horrelt, Task Force Member
Steve Loggie, Task Force Member
Justin MacLeod, Task Force Member
George Morrison, Task Force Member
Shauna Sullivan-Curley, Deputy Minister of Education
Linda Lowther, Senior Director of Public Education




