
Congratulations to Greg and 
Tania MacKenzie, Stratford, 
who were recently selected 
as the 2009 Atlantic Out-
standing Young Farmers 
Award winner. Twenty-one 
couples from throughout 
Atlantic Canada were nomi-
nated for the award which 
was presented on March 6 at 
the Farm Mechanization 
Show in Moncton. 
 
The following is reprinted 

from the March 6, 2009 issue 

of The Guardian   

 
“Greg started working at 
Balderston Produce, Strat-
ford , just by chance in 1992.  
Arriving at the farm early 
one Saturday to visit with the 
farm owner’s son turned out 
to be a day’s work.  At day’s 
end Greg was given a cheque 
for the work that was accom-
plished that day and was 
offered work as a full-time 
employee on the farm.  He 
later became the farm man-
ager. 
 
In December 2002, Greg and 
Tania were given the oppor-
tunity to purchase the cole 
crop portion of the farm.  
Tania had been unemployed 
for a few months and was 
seeking new employment. 
They sold their old house, 
renovated and added a piece 
onto the farm house, moved 

into the new home on the 
farm and were business own-
ers by May 1, 
2003.   
 
They renamed 
the farm Balder-
ston MacKenzie 
Produce to keep 
the markets that 
had been estab-
lished with Bal-
derston Produce.  
They have since 
renamed the 
f a r m 
MacKenzie Pro-
duce.   They 
continued grow-
ing cabbage, 
turnip, broccoli 
and cauliflower the first year 
after purchasing the farm.  
The second year they de-
cided to expand on their mar-
kets and grow mixed vegeta-
bles. 
 
They now grow 60 acres of 
cabbage for both the fresh 
market and processing mar-
ket, 15 acres of broccoli, 15 
acres of turnips along with 
cauliflower, Chinese cab-
bage, cucumbers, pumpkins 
and gourds.   
 
In 2004 they started a deliv-
ery service in the Charlotte-
town area and now supply all 
the Chinese food restaurants, 
as well as supplying some of 

the fine dining restaurants 
such as Gahan House and 

Merchantman.  
 
Greg recently 
completed five 
years in the 
Future Farmer 
Program.  Dur-
ing his partici-
pation in the 
Program, they 
have hosted the 
annual Future 
Farmer barbe-
que and have 
participated in 
n u m e r o u s 
training events. 
 
Greg sits on the 

PEI Horticulture Association 
board of directors as treas-
urer.  They have completed 
an Environmental Farm Plan. 
 
Their three children Austin, 
11, Haley, 10, and Gracie, 3 
are actively involved in 
sports activities and they are 
parent volunteers for those 
activities.  Tania does some 
volunteering through their 
church.   
 
Greg and Tania will be repre-
senting the region at Can-
ada’s Outstanding Young 
Farmers Program to be held 
in Ottawa in early December 
2009.”  

Tania & Greg MacKenzie 
Future Farmer Profile 

Contact Us: 

Toll Free 1-866– PEI-FARM (734-3276) 

Web: www.gov.pe.ca/go/futurefarmers 

E-Mail: peiextension@gov.pe.ca 

Danny Doyle  620-3051 cell 315-0254 

Bill MacKendrick 859-8844 cell 206-0776 

Sandra MacKinnon 368-5647 cell 314-0388 

Suzanne MacNeill 888-8040 

Kent Thompson 368-5606 cell 314-1157 

Carolyn Wood 368-4145 
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L-R: Hon. George Webster, 
Minister of Agriculture; Tania 
and Greg MacKenzie receiving 
the Outstanding Young Famers 
Award in March 2009. 
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The new Alternative Land Use Services 
(ALUS) Program is now well underway.  
Announced in the 2008 Speech from the 
Throne, the ALUS program rewards 
farmers/landowners annually for specific 
environmental services that are above 
those provided through legislation. Pro-
gram areas where financial support is 
available to producers include: buffer 
zone tree planting, support for landown-
ers impacted by the 5 m increase in buffer 
zone regulations, expanded buffer zones, 
high sloped land retirement, permanent 

grassed headlands (outside the 200 m 
legislated requirement for row crops), and 
land utilized by soil conservation struc-
tures.  As of early March, 2009, there 
were over 90 applicants requesting sup-
port for environmental services on six 
hundred agricultural fields.   
 
Prince Edward Island remains the only 
jurisdiction in the country with a Prov-
ince-wide program that supports farmers 
in delivering environmental services.  
While there are similar environmental 

service pilot projects underway in all 
Canadian provinces, PEI is especially 
proud to deliver such a positive program 
that directly empowers farmers through 
an annual payment. While the program 
has received applications from across the 
Province, the ALUS program will have 
the flexibility to target priority areas 
where required.  It is this flexibility that 
will deliver desired outcomes on our en-
vironment.   For more information on the 
program, contact the ALUS Coordinator, 
Shawn Hill, at 620-3725.   

ALUS—Poised to Deliver Positive Outcomes for  PEI Producers 
and for the Environment 

On February 10, Jane Eckert presented a “Marketing with 
More Creativity than Cash” workshop at the Best Western 
Charlottetown. 
Ms.  E cker t 
stressed the 
importance of 
r e c o g n i z i n g 
marketing as 
more than just 
paid advertise-
ments. Below is 
the “marketing 
pie” she referred to throughout her presentation. As you can 
see, this includes Promotions (coupons, contests, 2 for 1s), 
Media Relations (a press release or having a story about your 
farm in the newspaper), Customer Focus (general customer 
service or changing your product due to customer demand), 
Customer Communications (monthly newsletter or a blog) 
and, finally, Advertising. 
 
While the advertising piece is the easiest way to promote your 
product, it is increasingly becoming the least effective. So, be 

creative and don’t be scared to go out of your comfort zone to 
promote your product – the time spent will make a lasting 

impression on your cus-
tomers and your bottom 
line  
Another important point 
that Jane made was to cre-
ate a marketing plan be-
fore the season instead of 
at the end when you real-
ize you have too much 
product and too few cus-

tomers. With the spring fast approaching, now is the time to 
plan how you will market your crop for the season. 
 
As Product Development Officer, I can assist you with creat-
ing a Marketing Plan or generating ideas on creative promo-
tions. Also, I can help you research your new product ideas, 
help you with cash flow issues, review your Business Plan or 
other related topics. So, please do not hesitate to contact Kent 
Thompson at 368-5606 or kwthompson@gov.pe.ca if you 
have these types of concerns. 

BUYPEI Update 
Kent Thompson, Product Development Officer, PEIDA 

A new competition open to all past and 
present members of the Future Farmers 
program will be held in the summer of 
2009. The Great Prince Edward Island 
Hay and Silage Competition promises 
to put a little friendly competition into 
the annual summer social. All entries 

for the competition must be submitted 
by July 22nd in order for a free analysis 
to be completed and judging to take 
place. Entries will be judged equally on 
forage analysis and physical character-
istics The two categories will be mixed 
hay and mixed silage, and the winners 

and prizes will be announced at the 
Future Farmer socials held in late July 
or early August. To enter please contact 
your Future Farmer advisor or call the 
Agricultural Information Desk at 1-866
-PEIFARM. 

2009 Forage Competition 
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ties from Mr. Gilbert and several varie-
ties from Dr. Thompson. Within ten 
years, the University of Saskatchewan 
collection includes hundreds of parent 
plants and thousands of controlled cross 
hybrid seedlings. Dr. Bors and his re-
search team have selected and named 

two varieties that 
show significant 
potential for com-
mercial production: 
‘Borealis’ and 
‘Tundra’. To facili-
tate commercializa-
tion of this new 
fruit crop, it was 
decided to refer to 
the cultivated va-
rieties as “Haskap”, 
a derivative of the 

popular fruit found in Japan. Not only 
will the name “Haskap” and the quality 
of the Canadian cultivars be recognized 
by the Japanese market, but it will sepa-
rate these cultivars from the “Blue Hon-
eysuckle” varieties that were intended 
for ornamental use. 
 
Canadian haskap cultivars are perennial, 
woody shrubs, which appear to be hardy 
to – 47 degrees Celsius. Fruit may ap-
pear in the second growing season after 
transplanting, however full yields will 
not be realized until 4 years of growth 
in the field. From Saskatchewan trail 
plots, fruit yields of 7kg per plant have 
been harvested after five growing sea-
sons. The shrubs require a moderate 
amount of pruning to remain healthy 
and productive. Very few pests attack 
haskap, although powdery mildew has 
been observed on the foliage of some 
varieties. Resistant cultivars have been 
identified that may be suitable for or-
ganic production. 
 
The fruit of haskap appear similar to a 
large, elongated blueberry. The flesh 
and juice is an intense burgundy red 
pigment that may make an attractive 
colorant for processed or value added 
food products, such as icecream, juice 

or fruit fillers. The flavor is reported 
to be similar to blueberry / raspberry / 
kiwi… which I interpret to be acidic, 
tangy, and subtly sweet. Flowers ap-
pear in May, and require cross polli-
nation by insects. Fruits are expected 
to ripen weeks before the first straw-
berries of the season. ‘Borialis’ has 
shown promise for being suitable for 
commercial harvest with shaker-type 
harvesters. ‘Tundra’ is a larger, 
sweeter, but more delicate fruit that 
may be well suited for U-Pick opera-
tions. 
 
Western Canadian plant breeders and 
producers who became interested in 
growing haskap gathered together as 
the Haskap Canada Association 
with the mission to “Promote the pro-
duction and marketing of Canadian 
grown haskap.” 
 
The objectives of the association in-
clude: the promotion and marketing of 
haskap in Canada and internationally; 
assistance to members in finding proc-
essing and marketing opportunities for 
Canadian grown haskap; the develop-
ment of national standards and defini-
tions for haskap fruit quality and pro-
duction practices; to acquire funding 
to continue haskap research and de-
velopment; and to facilitate informa-
tion and technology transfer from re-
search programs to industry. 
 
For more information on Haskap Can-
a d a  A s s o c i a t i o n  c h e c k : 
www.haskap.ca 
 
A Maritime Opportunity? 
Has haskap piqued your interest? Re-
cently Phytocultures Ltd. has acquired 
license to propagate U of S haskap 
cultivars for sale to the East Coast 
market. For information on the avail-
ability of plant material, please con-
tact Phytocultures Ltd. at 902-629-
1 2 2 9  o r  e m a i l : 
admin@phytocultures.com 

What fresh fruit crop ripens before 
strawberries? A few years ago, we 
wouldn’t have an answer to this ques-
tion, but now, though the work of Dr. 
Bob Bors and the University of Sas-
katchewan, a new berry crop is arriving 
in the Maritimes: 
Haskap. Never heard of 
it? We’re not sur-
prised! This northern 
shrub has fallen under 
many a strange moni-
ker: Blue Honeysuckle, 
Honeyberry, Sweet 
Berry Honeysuckle, 
and least desirable, 
Swamp Fly Honey-
suckle or Mountain Fly 
Honeysuckle. Here’s 
the botanical name: 
Lonicera caerulea. 
 
This hardy shrub is found throughout 
the boreal forests of North America, 
Asia, and Siberia. Lonicera caerulea is 
listed in Roland’s Flora of Nova Scotia 
(1998) to be found in “boggy, peaty, 
cool regions, scattered throughout the 
province and ranging from Labrador to 
Alberta, south to Massachusetts, Michi-
gan and Minnesota; west coast.” Rus-
sian horticulturists developed ornamen-
tal cultivars from wild Lonicera that 
yielded attractive, but unpalatable blue 
fruit. A small region of Japan sheltered 

pleasant tasting Lonicera that was en-
joyed as a fresh fruit crop. In Canada, 
our wild Lonicera was left to its own 
devices, growing wild in wet areas. 
That is, until Dr. Bors got his hands on 
some of it! 
 
Russian and Japanese varieties of Lo-

nicera had been introduced to North 
America and a breeding program was 
conducted in the late 1990’s, directed 
by Dr. Maxine Thompson of Oregon 
State University. Mr. Jim Gilbert, One 
Green Earth Nursery of Oregon, began 
to market Russian Lonicera with angli-
cized names. In 1998 the University of 
Saskatchewan acquired 4 Russian varie-

Have you Heard of Haskap? 
Stephanie MacDonald, Agriculture Innovation Officer, PEIDA 
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Future Farmers have been actively pur-
suing their learning plan though train-
ing programs that have been offered by 
the Agricultural Information Section of 
the Department of Agriculture. Here 
are some of the highlights: 
 
Manage Your Own Books: Farm 

Accounting 101  

This training was held at Slemon Park 
in Summerside from January 5 to Feb-
ruary 16. The course covered the ac-
counting cycle, debits & credits, pay-
roll as well as cash accounting vs ac-
crual accounting. These approaches to 
accounting were reviewed manually as 
well as with the computer programs 
Simply Accounting, AgExpert and 
QuickBooks. Fourteen farmers at-
tended the six session workshop and 
reviews were very positive. 
 
Farmers’ Market Workshop 

On February 17, 2009, Bev Connell 
and Traci Curry from Falmouth Fruit 
and Vegetable Co. along with Leopold 
Bourgeois from La Fleur du Pommier, 
presented the Farmers’ Market Work-

shop. The information presented fo-
cused around product selection, vendor 
displays and professionalism. The 
trainers have vast amounts of experi-
ence in farmer owned markets as well 
as producer co-op’s. Our Island mar-
kets will benefit greatly from the 
knowledge transferred. 
 
Commodity Update and Market 

Outlook  

The Prince Edward Island Future 
Farmer Program hosted John Deputter, 
a well respected agricultural commod-
ity analyst and market advisor. Mr. 
Deputter gave an interesting update on 
the current state of world markets and 
his predictions for the upcoming year. 
As with all Future Farmer training ses-
sions, this talk was open to the wider 
farm community. Mr. Deputter ex-
plained the complexities of interna-
tional trade and effects of weather and 
trade policies around the world on our 
local markets. To round out this work-
shop, several local buyers of cereals 
and oilseeds presented market opportu-
nities close to home. Eighty-nine 

farmer attended this two day training 
event. 
 
Soil Fertility Workshop 

The twenty-two attendants of the Soil 
Fertility Workshop learned how to fully 
utilize the information provided by the 
Prince Edward Island Analytical Labo-
ratory. This information is provided as 
soil, water and manure reports. Harvey 
Cairns, certified crop advisor, delivered 
this information and focused on its 
practical use and the long term effect of 
cropping patterns. Dave Aiton spoke 
about the risk management products 
which are available to farmers. Barry 
Thompson gave a presentation on nutri-
ent management with an eye on conser-
vation and input alternatives. 
 
The training workshops developed and 
presented by the Future Farmer Pro-
gram will continue in the future. If you 
have ideas or topics for the coming 
sessions, please contact your program 
advisor.  
  

Future Farmers Have Busy Training Season 

Participating produces will receive the 
2009 AgriStability enrolment notices 
by mid-March .  
 
If you are interested in participating in 
the AgriStability Program for 2009 and 
have not received an enrolment notice 
by the end of March, 2009, please con-
tact the AgriStability office at 620-
3091.  
 
Request received after April 30, 2009, 
will not be eligible to participate in the 
2009 program year. 
  
 
Deadlines for the 2008 AgriStability 

Support Year 

 

1. September 30, 2009 - File 2008 
Income and Expense Statements 
with CRA. Use the T1163 form 
indicating whether you are an 
AgriStability Client; an AgriIn-
vest Client; or, a client in both 
programs. Corporate farms must 
submit this information directly to 
the PEI AgriStabiility office.  

2. September 30, 2009 - Complete 
2008 Supplemental Forms and 
submit to the PEI AgriStability 
office.  

 
 Deadlines for the 2009 AgriStability 

Support Year: 
 
1. April 30, 2009 - Select Coverage, 

sign the 2009 Enrolment Notice  
2. December 31, 2009 - Final Dead-

line to Pay 2009 Program Fees  
 
For more information please contact 
the PEI Agriculture Insurance Corpora-
tion at  620-3091 or visit on the web at 
www.gov.pe.ca/go/agristability . 
 

AgriStability Update 
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Buffer zones have been in place on 
Prince Edward Island since 1999 and 
were redesigned in the fall of 2008 in 
the new Watercourse and Wetland Pro-
tection Regulations, under the Environ-
mental Act.  
 
Buffer Zones 

Buffer zones are next to all water-
courses and wetlands. They are 15 me-
tres wide. For freshwater streams they 
are measured from the edge of the sedi-
ment bed. For all tidal areas they are 
measured from the top of the bank. 
Tidal areas include the salt water part 
of rivers, bays and the outer coastline. 
For wetlands, buffer zones are meas-
ured from the edge of the wetland 
vegetation. In buffer zones, permits are 
required for the following activities: 
• alter or disturb the ground or soil 
• dump any material or objects of 

any kind 
• remove soil or rocks 
• build, repair or remove structures 

or obstructions of any kind 
• o p e r a t e  veh ic l e s  o r  no n -

agricultural equipment 
• cut down live trees and shrubs. 
 
Growing agricultural crops or pesticide 
use are not permitted in a buffer zone 
with the exception of the following;  
zones next to wetlands that are com-
pletely shrub swamps, bogs, wooded 
swamps, seasonally flooded flats, 
meadows or landlocked ponds. 
 
Pruning trees and shrubs is permitted 
within buffer zones. Planting grass, 
trees and shrubs is permitted when us-
ing hand tools. Agricultural equipment 
may turn in a buffer zone. 
 
Grass Headlands 
Row crops such as potatoes, that end 
within 200 metres of a watercourse or 
wetland must end: 
• in 10 metres of grass that was es-

tablished before the year the row 
crop is grown, 

 or 
• at the edge of the buffer zone. 
 

This does not apply to growing corn. A 
grass headland is not needed where 
there is an approved management plan 
for the property. For information about 
management plans, contact the Depart-
ment of Agriculture at 368-5650. 
 
Livestock 

These regulation also apply to intensive 
livestock operations, along with the 
following: 
• do not allow any livestock waste to 
enter any watercourse or wetland 
• do not build or expand any intensive 
livestock operation within 90 metres of 
any watercourse or wetland without 
authorization from the Department of 
Environment, Energy and Forestry. 
 
For more information, contact the De-
partment of Environment, Energy and 
Forestry at 368-5052 or  
www.gov.pe.ca/go/bufferzones 

Buffer Zones  Regulation Changes 

Wireworms attack a wide range of host 
plants including most vegetable crops, 
and is usually associ-
ated with crops 
planted in newly bro-
ken land following 
permanent sod. 
 
Identification 
Wireworms are the 
larval stage of click 
beetles. The adult 
beetles range in 
length from 10 to 16 
mm, are hard bodied 
and brown or black. 
All wireworm larvae are similar in out-

ward appearance. Newly hatched wire-
worms have three pairs of thoracic 

legs, are white and measure 
about 1.5 mm in length. 
Later, they become yellow or 
light brown, with a shiny 
smooth exterior. The larval 
body is elongate and nearly 
cylindrical, but somewhat 
flattened beneath and, at 
maturity, it measures up to 3 
cm long. 
 
Crop Injury 
In the spring, wireworms 
tunnel into potato seed 

pieces and the developing roots and 

shoots. With heavy infestations, the 
potato crop may be weakened and 
spotty. Later in the growing season, 
wireworms feed on the developing tu-
bers, producing tunnels 3 mm in diame-
ter and 4 cm deep. These holes become 
lined with periderm and subsequent 
tuber growth may be severely distorted. 
 
 
For more details on pest management 
and control measures, please refer to 
the factsheet on the NB Department of 
Agriculture and Aquaculture website at 
www.gnb.ca/0029/00290016-e.asp 

Wireworms Limonius agonus (Say) 



Calendar of Events  
www.gov.pe.ca/go/agevents 
 

EVENTS 

April 13-17—Basic Organic Inspection 
Training  
Limit of 20 people. Cost $325(includes 
breaks and lunch ) 
  
April 18—Organic Livestock Work-
shop  
Limit of 10 people. Cost $60 (includes 
breaks and lunch)   
 
April 19—Organic Audit Trail Work-
shop  
Limit of 10 people. Cost $60 (includes 
breaks and lunch ) 
 
Slemon Park Hotel & Conference Cen-
tre, Summerside PEI   
Contact:  ACORN  1-866-32-ACORN  
www.acornorganic.org  

 
June 23-25—International Potato Proc-
essing & Storage Convention  
Delta Prince Edward Hotel, Charlotte-
town, PEI 
www.potatoconvention.com/index.htm  
 

QUICK LINKS 

 

Agriculture Innovation Program  
www.gov.pe.ca/go/aginnovation 
 
Agriculture Research Fund  
www.gov.pe.ca/go/agresearchfund 
 
BuyPEI Program 
www.gov.pe.ca/go/buypei 
 
Market Reports 
www.gov.pe.ca/go/market 
 
AgriStability  
www.gov.pe.ca/go/agristability 

 
Buffer Zones 
www.gov.pe.ca/go/bufferzones 
 

 

Environmental Farm Plan Work-

shops  http://peiefp.ca/index.php  
 
E-Letter 

Do you have e-mail? Would you like to 
receive up-to-date agriculture informa-
tion, news stories and events in the 
comfort of your own office?  Contact 
S u z a n n e  M a c N e i l l  a t 
slmacneil@gov.pe.ca  
www.gov.pe.ca/go/e-letter 
 

 

 

We’re on the web! 

www.gov.pe.ca/go/futurefarmers  

Toll Free Phone: 1-866-PEI-FARM 
(1-866-734-3276) 

Fax: (902) 368-5729 
www.peifarm.ca  

Email:  peiextension@gov.pe.ca   

Feedback 
We would like to get feedback from you,  so tell us 
what you think of this newsletter or what you would 
like to see in future newsletters - all suggestions are 
welcome.  
Contact: Suzanne MacNeill at slmacneil@gov.pe.ca 

Farming For The Future...Today  

Training Opportunities & Events 

Next Newsletter: July 2009 

SUMMER SOCIALS 

 

Mark your calendars for the annual  Future 
Farmer Social to take place the  end of 
July / first of August 
 
You are invited along with a guest and 
your children to a Social with your fellow 
farmers! 
 
Tentative dates will be last week in July 

 
More details to come JULY issue. 


