
Cameron MacDonald has 
lived and worked on farms 
in West Prince all his life.  
So, when an opportunity to 
start a feedlot using his fa-
ther-in-law’s buildings pre-
sented itself he put the 
wheels in motion.  
 
In 1998, Cameron started 
working with the PEI 
Lending Agency and the 
PEI Department of Agri-
culture in an attempt to de-
velop a viable business 
plan. Cameron appreciated 
the assistance of the staff 
as they pushed him to 
know his costs of produc-
tion. With beef cattle it was 
essential for him to know 
exactly how much it was 
going to cost for each 
pound of gain.  
 
In 2000, he received the 
green light to begin opera-
tions,  and he accepted 300 
head to be fed on gain for 
Robert Jorgenson. Cam-
eron also struck up a rela-
tionship with well known 
cattle drover Jim MacInnis 
of Nova Scotia,  and he is 
currently feeding 550 feed-
ers and 150 stock cows. 
The majority of these ani-
mals are owned by Mr. 

MacInnis with Cameron 
also owning some feeders. 
 
Cattle are fed a total mixed 
ration (TMR) consisting of 
haylage, corn silage, bar-
ley, and potato waste be-
cause  average daily gain 
per animal is very impor-
tant. The operation has no 
aerable land but relies on 
trading manure to local 
potato producers. By doing 
this, two- thirds of his for-
age and half of his straw is 
realized. 
 
The farm employs one full 
time (father-in-law Ian 
MacWilliams) and one part 
time employee along with 
a couple of seasonable peo-
ple during silage. 
 
Cameron is very involved 
in volunteering and he cur-

rently serves as President 
of the PEI Cattle Producers 
Association, the PEI Agri-
cultural Sector Council, 
and is an elder in the Glen-
wood United Church. He 
stated, “Being involved in 
your industry provides an 
opportunity to know how 
your industry works.” 
 
Cameron and his wife, Bar-
bara,  both participate in  
the Future Farmer Pro-
gram, and they believe that 
this program has been in-
valuable in education, es-
tablishing contacts, and in 
providing financial incen-
tives. Cameron and Bar-
bara’s 11 year old son Jor-
dan represents the next 
generation. Jordan cur-
rently sells eggs and meat 
chickens at the farm and 
intends to be a vendor at 
the Bloomfield Orchard 
Farmers’ Market beginning 
July 5th. A lot of work has 
gone into getting this op-
eration started and, hope-
fully, with stronger market 
prices this farm family can 
build upon its success. 
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Toll Free 1-866– PEI-FARM (734-3276) 

Web: www.gov.pe.ca/go/begfarm 

E-Mail: peiextension@gov.pe.ca 

Danny Doyle             620-3051  cell 315-0254 

Bill MacKendrick      859-8844  cell 206-0776 

Sandra MacKinnon    368-5647  cell 314-0388 

Suzanne MacNeill     888-8040 

Dan Murphy              368-5614  cell 314-5944 

Kent Thompson         368-5606  cell 314-1157 

Carolyn Wood           368-4145 
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Revenue Tax Exemption Permits  
 
The definition of "farmer" in the Reve-
nue Tax Act Regulations has been 
changed effective May 31, 2008, to in-
clude "an individual, partnership, or 
corporation registered in the Future 
Farmer Program."  Therefore, regis-
trants in the Future Farmer Program 
may now qualify for an Revenue Tax 
Exemption Permit.  Future farmers will 
have to make application for the permit 
and provide their Future Farmer Pro-
gram client number at the time of appli-
cation. 

Bona Fide Farmer Status Program 
 
The definition of a "bona fide farmer" 
in the Real Property Assessment Act has 
been changed effective May 22, 2008,  
to include "an individual, partnership, or 
corporation that owns a farm and is reg-
istered in the Future Farmer Program."  
A bona fide farmer may receive a farm 
assessment on land used in the farm en-
terprise.  Future farmers will have to 
make application for the permit and 
provide their Future Farmer Program 
client number at the time of application. 
 

Applications  
 
The applications for Marked Gasoline 
and/or Marked Diesel Oil Permit,  
Revenue Tax Exemption Permit for 
Farmers, and the Bona Fide Farmer 
Status Property Assessment may be ac-
quired by contacting Taxation & Prop-
erty Records Division of Provincial 
Treasury at 368-4070 or by download-
ing the form at our Tax and Land Infor-
mation . Website at: 
 
www.taxandland.pe.ca 
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grown or produced Island agri-food 
products for sale to local/regional pur-
chasers.    Funding will be available to 
assist with the following:  
* signage  
* promotion  
* training 
* new product development 
 
The Agri-Food Promotion Program is 
available to assist groups, institutions 
and municipalities that are interested in 
undertaking a project that will increase 
the visibility and knowledge of locally 
grown agriculture products and the indi-
viduals that produce them.  Please share 

this information with groups within 
your communities and others that you 
think may be interested. 
 
Program descriptions and applications 
forms are available on the Department 
website at www.gov.pe.ca/go/buypei .   
 
The term of this program is April 1, 
2008 to March 31, 2009. 
 
If you have questions on these pro-
grams, please phone that Agriculture 
Information Desk at 1-866-PEI 
FARM (734-3276).  

The Prince Edward Island Department 
of Agriculture is pleased to announce 
two programs under the Buy PEI Initia-
tive --- the Agri-Food Market Develop-
ment Program and the Agri-Food Pro-
motion Program.  These exciting new 
programs are aimed at increasing 
awareness, demand and consumption of 
Prince Edward Island agri-food prod-
ucts.   
 
The Agri-Food Market Development 
Program is directed at farmers, farmers’ 
markets, farm markets, and agricultural 
commodity boards who are interested in 
increasing the purchase of locally 
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During the past five years the response 
to the Future Farmer Program has ex-
ceeded expectations. Uptake on the 
various components has been strong, 
especially in skills development/
training and interest rebate.  Over 130 
participants have been active in the 
program, with an additional 23 indi-
viduals enrolling since April 1, 2007.   
 
In response to program demand, the 
Department of Agriculture is pleased to 
announce that the budget for the Future 

Farmer Program has been increased 
from $500,000 to $700,000 annually.  
The budget increase will help to ensure 
that current participants continue to 
benefit from programming, while per-
mitting individuals who joined the pro-
gram since April 1, 2007, to have ac-
cess to interest rebate and other compo-
nents including:  

· facilitation and coaching assistance 
by a program advisor 

· skills assessment and development 
of a personal learning plan  

· business planning assistance 

· skills development and training 
assistance 

· risk management programming 

· analytical laboratory results and 
training  

For additional information on the Fu-
ture Farmer Program, visit the Depart-
ment website at  
 
www.gov.pe.ca/go/ffp  
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For the next while CASS (Canadian 
Agricultural Skills Service) is receiving 
applications for training that occurs 
prior to March 31, 2009. The applica-
tion process, eligibility criteria and as-
sistance levels remain the same. 
Visit www.gov.pe.ca/go/CASS for 
more information. 
 
Future Farmers who are interested in 
applying should do so as soon as possi-
ble for two reasons:   
1. The budget is much lower than last 

years, and  
2. CASS will close as soon as the 

Province signs on for the new suite 
of agricultural programs, under the 
banner “Growing Forward”.  

 
Existing commitments will be hon-
oured, but no new applicants and no 
new activities for existing applicants 
will be approved once the new agree-
ments are signed. 
 
If training is part of your plans and you 

qualify for CASS, apply today! 
 
The business planning programs asso-
ciated with CASS are also still accept-
ing applications, but funds are very 
limited and they too will terminate as 
soon as Prince Edward Island signs the 
new “Growing Forward” Agreement. 
 
CFBAS (Canadian Farm Business Ad-
visory Services) is receiving applica-
tions for financial assessment and de-
velopment of an action plan for farm 
businesses. The report must be com-
pleted within 120 days of being ap-
proved. 
 
NOTE: If the assessment and action 
plan have already been completed, be-
ginning farmers are eligible for up to 
three days of follow-up with the con-
sultant. A year after the original report 
was completed, letters were sent to all 
applicants offering an opportunity to 
sign up for follow-up work. When the 
applicant is ready for the follow-up, the 

letter is to be signed and returned to 
Robert Fraser at Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada.  Those who need a copy 
of the letter should contact Robert Fra-
ser at 1-866-452-5558. 
 
SBPS (Specialized Business Planning 
Services)  is receiving applications for 
the development of comprehensive 
farm business plans and succession 
plans on a 50%/50% cost-shared basis.  
 
PAVE (Planning and Assessment for 
Value-Added Enterprises)  is receiving 
applications for the development of 
comprehensive business and marketing  
plans and feasibility assessments for 
value-added projects, on a 50%/50% 
cost-shared basis. 
 
For information on CFBAS, SBPS and 
PAVE, visit the website:   
 
www.agr.gc.ca/renewal  
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The AgriStability Program has been put 
into effect for the first time for the 
2007 tax year. Cost sharing for the Pro-
gram continues under a 60% / 40% cost 
sharing arrangement between the fed-
eral and provincial governments, as 
with the former CAIS Program.  The 
deadline for Enrollment Notices and 
fee payment was May 31, 2008,  and 
the deadline for Income & Expense 
Statements and Supplemental Forms is 
September 30, 2008.  The annual fee 
for the program is composed of a $55 
administration fee plus a production fee 
which is $4.50 for each $1,000 of Ref-
erence Margin (RM)  multiplied by 
85%.   For a producer with a $100,000 
Reference Margin the fee would be 100 
x.85 x 4.50 = $382.50 + $55.= $437.50 
 
The Reference Margin is calculated as 
the Olympic Average of the individual 

margins for each of the past five years.    
Support in any year begins when the 
participant’s Adjusted Program Year 
Margin falls below 85% of the Refer-
ence Margin for the participant’s farm.    
For beginning farmers, their Reference 
Margin is calculated from actual in-
come and expense data from their farm, 
once they have three years of history 
for the operation.   In cases, where only 
one or two years data are available for 
the farm, the other two or one year’s 
margins are simulated using productive 
units for the current year on farm multi-
plied by average benchmarks for the 
crop or livestock raised on that particu-
lar farm.    
 
The payment structure under AgriSta-
bility remains the same as under CAIS 
except that payments are no longer 
available in Tier 1 (85% to 100% of 

Reference Margin).   For the other 
three tiers, the government share of 
support is, as follows: 
 
· Tier 2   70 to 85% of RM 
       Government pays 70% of the loss. 
· Tier 3   0 to 70% of RM 
      Government pays 80% of the loss. 
· Tier 4   negative margin                                 

Government pays 60% of the loss. 
 
The government funds that were previ-
ously used to fund the Tier 1 payments 
under the CAIS Program have now 
been diverted to the AgriInvest Pro-
gram, which is a savings type program 
administered by the federal government 
out of Winnipeg.     
 
www.gov.pe.ca/go/cais 
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On March 13, the Future Farmer group with the Young Farmers 
of PEI held a day long workshop on financing and leadership. Ap-
proximately 40 people were in attendance for presentations by 
Don Russell, Trevor Kennedy,  and Bev Connell.  
 
Don spoke on his experiences starting a farm and walked the 
group through decisions he has made along the way. Trevor pro-
vided information on income taxes, a cash flow statement, the 
PNP program, and succession. Bev finished off the workshop 
with a talk including ideas on steps to success, markup vs. margin, 
and the importance of knowing your cost of production.  

Do you need to speak to someone on 
the challenges you are facing? The 
Farm Counseling Program, sponsored 
by the Federation of Agriculture and 
the Department of Agriculture, is here 
to help. This service provides confiden-
tial, professional counseling services to 
farmers and their families. There is no 
cost for this service for Federation of 
Agriculture members to receive short-
term service.  (Farm employees may be 
eligible if they have extended health 

coverage through their farm employer).   
 
The program recognizes that some 
problems can affect home life and 
work performance. Some farm acci-
dents happen as a result of the mind 
being preoccupied with worries and 
stress.  Help may be required in resolv-
ing these problems through the assis-
tance of a trained professional coun-
selor.  
 

The Farm Counseling Program will 
help deal with a wide range of prob-
lems that affect personal well-being 
and work performance. These problems 
may include work or family pressures, 
job stress, alcohol or drug dependency, 
marital problems, children issues or 
other conflicts.  
 
This service is confidential and can be 
contacted at (902) 894-8006 or  
1-800-736-8006.  
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There were 454 applications for the Beef Industry Initia-
tive Program with a payout for the Phase I Industry Sta-
bilization of $1.65M 
 
The Carcass Incentive funds covering September 1, 2007 
to April 30, 2008 total $527,000. The PEI Cattle Produc-
ers will now be issuing the payments for the Carcass In-
centive. Approximately 50% of applicants expressed in-
terest in the Herd Health Program and Handling Facili-
ties Program and 30% expressed interested in Heifer Re-
tention Program. We are currently accepting applications 
for these programs and visiting farmers to explain the 
details.  Ten applications for handling facilities have 
been received to date. 
Website: www.gov.pe.ca/go/beefind 

Again this year, the PEI Department of Agriculture is promoting 
the Fresh From Our Farms Produce Directory. It is on the web at 
www.peifarmfresh.ca 

The website enables people to search by produce, to discover 
when the produce are in season and to find the location and times 
for markets and agri-tourism farms. There are over 50 farmers 
from across the province listed in this guide offering farm fresh 
produce from apples to zucchinis. It was created to make it easy 
for you to find and buy locally-grown produce. 
 
If you would like to list your farm, please contact Dan Murphy by   
e-mail at dmurphy@gov.pe.ca  or phone  368-5614. 
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Mark your calendars for the annual  

Future Farmer Social to take place the  
end of July / first of August 

 
You are invited along with a guest and your 
children to a Social with your fellow farmers! 
Tentative dates: 
              July 28  West Prince 
              TBA      Charlottetown & East 
              July 29  Central Region  
 
More details will be mailed to you soon. 
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As everyone is all too aware, the busi-
ness of farming and marketing of prod-
uct represents a number of challenging 
hurdles. It is safe to say that farmers 
know how to produce a quality product 
efficiently but often the cost of produc-
tion is above the net return resulting in 
financial hardship. 
 
One way to possibly earn extra cash for 
your operation is to participate in a 
farmers market. This allows you to do 
many things including: 
 
1. Grow your business by accessing 

high value markets 
2. Experiment with new ideas  
3. Learn about new trends 
4. Meet and interact face to face with 

your customers and strike up a 
trusting relationship with them 

5. Connect with chefs, retailers, and 
other vendors to network, learn 
new skills, and grow your business 

6. Sustain the family farm. 
 
When starting and participating in a 
farmers market it is essential to have a 
wide selection of unique products 
available to purchase in a fun, stress 
free atmosphere. It is important to 
make the customer your friend and in-
volve them in your decision making 
processes because ultimately they will 
be buying your product. Buy local is an 
important segment of the farmers mar-
ket appeal as the consumer becomes 
better educated as to where their food 

comes from. 
 
Currently, a farmers’ market is being  
established in Bloomfield which will 
run on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 
p.m. beginning July 5th. Tourists and 
locals alike will be able to purchase 
fresh picked fruit and vegetables, meat, 
eggs, fish, and baking at a fair price 
while supporting local producers. It 
will be a gathering place for local fla-
vours and familiar faces to interact 
while providing a non-conventional 
method to market product. 
 
For more information on the Bloom-
field Orchard Farmers’ Market, contact 
Bill MacKendrick at 859-8844. 
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Keeping proper pesticide records can 
be a tedious task. Listed here is the re-
quired  information as legislated under 
the Pesticide Control Act Section 9: 
 
(a) the name, address and telephone 
number, and Pesticide Applicator Cer-
tificate Number of the pesticide appli-
cator 
(b) the name, address, and telephone 
number of the person for whom the 
pesticide is being applied 
(c) the location and dimensions of the 

area where the pesticide was applied; 
(d) the date and start time of the pesti-
cide application 
(e) the air temperature, wind speed, 
and wind direction measured at the 
point of application at the start time of 
the pesticide application 
(f) the name of any pest to be con-
trolled or the purpose of the pesticide 
application 
(g) the trade name and PCP Act 
(Canada) number of the pesticide 
applied 

(h) the rate of pesticide application. 
 
This information must be recorded no 
later than 72 hours after a pesticide use 
or application. 
 
The PEI Department of Agriculture has 
developed record sheets that are avail-
able on–line at   

http://www.gov.pe.ca/af/agweb/index.
php3?number=75354&lang=E 
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The buffer zone legislation, with re-
spect to crop production, will be chang-
ing for the 2009 growing season. Pro-
ducers will need to start implementing 
the new rules when they do their fall 
tillage in preparation for 2009 crop. 
The new rules are relatively simple. 
Producers will be required to maintain 

a 15 meter buffer zone adjacent to wa-
tercourses and wetlands. This will be a 
permanent no plow zone. In addition 
they will be required to leave a 10 me-
ter grassed headland at the end of any 
row crop rows that are within 200 me-
ters of a watercourse. If the 15 meter 
buffer zone is in grass, it can be used 

as the grassed headland at the end of 
the field (i.e.,  you do not need an addi-
tional 10 meters of grass). The perime-
ter coastline was excluded in the old 
legislation but it will now be included 
with the new regulations. For more in-
formation contact the AIO Desk at 
1-866-734-3276. 
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� Field Workers Meetings begin on 
July 7 at 7:00 a.m. at the Research 
Station - then every two weeks al-
ternating between the Research Sta-
tion and Kensington Potato Ser-
vices Building. Meetings are led by 
Rachael Cheverie, Potato Industry 
Coordinator, covering such topics 
as pest management, field condi-
tions, disease management, insect 
thresholds and record keeping. To 
find out when and where these 
meetings are held, contact the AIO 
Information Desk at 1-866-734-
3276. 

 
 

� The Central Future Farmer Club 
met on February 18 at the Research 
Station with Robert MacDonald 
from Atlantic Soy Corp. Despite a 
small turnout, there was a great dis-
cussion with Robert providing his 
honest opinion on the opportunity 
of IP soybeans.  The last meeting of 
the season took place on March 18 
with Barb MacLeod discussing the 
consumer, target segmentation, and 
target marketing. Tom Mugford 
from Maritime Electric followed 
with a discussion on power line 
hazards.  

 
 

� Inter-Departmental Biofuels Com-
mittee  www.gov.pe.ca/go/biofuels 

 
� Environmental and Renewable In-

dustries Committee (ERIC) Report   
        www.gov.pe.ca/photos/original/  
        dev_ericfinal.pdf  
 
� Commission on the Future of Agri-

culture and Agri-Food 
        www.gov.pe.ca/go/commag 
 
� If you are interested in having a 

sample taken for the Forage Den-
sity Project 2008, contact  

        Danny Doyle 620-3051 or  
        dldoyle@gov.pe.ca 
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Calendar of Events www.gov.pe.ca/go/agevents 
 
June 23:              Small Scale Farm Machinery Demonstration– 6:30 p.m. 
                             Harrington Research Station.  www.organicpei.com  
  
July 7:                 Pastured Poultry—6:30 p.m. 
                             10 Emery Road, Linkletter, PE   www.organicpei.com  
 
July 21:               OACC Field Trials & Finger Weeder Demonstration– 6:30 p.m.   
                             Freetown.   www.organicpei.com  
 
Aug. 3-6:             National Ag Awareness Conference– St. John’s, NL 
                             www.naac-cnsa.ca 
 
August 4:            New Varieties Field Trials– 6:30 p.m..  
                             Veseys Seeds, York    www.organicpei.com  
 
EVENTS 
July 4-13:            Calgary Stampede  www.calgarystampede.com 
 
Sept .9-11:           Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show– Woodstock, Ontario 
                             http://www.outdoorfarmshow.com/enter.html 
 
Sept. 16-20:         International Plowing Match and Rural Expo—Teeswater, ON 
                             www.plowingmatch.org 
 
 
2008 PEI Fairs & Exhibitions  http://www.exhibitions-festivalspeiae.com/ 
(Click on the Calendar) 
 
Environmental Farm Plans Workshops  http://peiefp.ca/index.php  
 
E-Letter 
Do you have e-mail? Would you like to receive up-to-date agriculture information, 
news stories and events in the comfort of your own office?  Contact Suzanne 
MacNeill at slmacneil@gov.pe.ca �
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Toll Free Phone: 1-866-PEI-FARM 
(1-866-734-3276) 

Fax: (902) 368-5729 
www.peifarm.ca  

Email:  peiextension@gov.pe.ca   
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We would like to get feedback from 
you so tell us what you think of this 
newsletter or what you would like to 
see in future newsletters - all 
suggestions are welcome.  
Contact: Suzanne MacNeill at 
slmacneil@gov.pe.ca 

Farming For The Future...Today  


