
 

P.E.I. PREMISES IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM 
FOR 

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
 
 
1.  What is a premises?  

 
A premises is a parcel of land defined by a legal land description, or in its absence, by geo-referenced coordinates, on 
which or any part of which, animals are grown, kept, assembled or disposed of.  Premises include farms, stables, 
feedlots, pastures, community pastures, abattoirs, assembly yards, carcass disposal sites, livestock and poultry 
research facilities, veterinary clinics, exhibition/fair grounds, competition facilities, race tracks, insemination centres, 
auction or livestock sale yards, hobby farms/small acreages, zoos and petting zoos.  

 
 
2. What animals are included?  

 
All livestock and poultry referenced in the Premises Identification Regulations fall under this program (beef, dairy, 
sheep, goats, swine (including wild boars), poultry, bees, bison, horses, donkeys/mules, cervids (elk/red deer), 
llamas/alpacas/vicuna, mink, foxes, farmed rabbits/chinchillas). Initially, the priority premises to be identified are those 
pertaining to cattle (dairy and beef), poultry (chickens and turkeys), swine and sheep.   
 
 

3.  How much does it cost to register my premises? 
  

There is no cost to participate in this program.  
 
 
4. What is a premises identification number (PID)?  

 
It is a unique number based on national standards that is assigned to a premises. In P.E.I., PID numbers start with 
PE99 and are followed by 5 randomly generated numbers (ie. PE9912345). Each premises will be issued a single 
premises identification number regardless of the number of animal types or premises types on that parcel of land. All 
provinces in Canada will be assigning such numbers to their livestock and poultry premises following the same 
national numbering standard. 

 
  
5.  What information is required in order to complete a premises identification form? 
  

Premises identification is a way of linking livestock and poultry to geographic locations to assist in responding to 
emergencies that threaten animal or public health. A premises is considered to be identified when the following 
information is complete, accurate and current:   
  Legal land description (parcel number)  
  Land owner/Emergency contact information  
  Premises type (e.g. farm, assembly yard, abattoir, etc)  
  Animal type (e.g. list of all types of livestock and poultry on the premises)  
  Maximum animal capacity (e.g. maximum number of beef cattle that can be housed on the premises)  

 
 
6.  Is premises identification mandatory in Prince Edward Island?  
 

Yes, the Premises Identification Regulations, under the Animal Health and Protection Act, requires that all livestock 
and poultry premises owners register their locations.  

 
 
 

http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/regulations/pdf/A&11-1-3.pdf
http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/regulations/pdf/A&11-1-3.pdf
http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/a-11_1.pdf


7.  What are the benefits of premises identification?  
 
   Premises identification information is beneficial in being able to: 

• Notify premises owners of disease outbreaks in their vicinity and informing them to take biosecurity precautions to 

protect animal/human health 

• Determine which species are located in close proximity to a disease outbreak 

• Assist in other types of emergencies such as natural disasters (ice storms, hurricanes) 

• Respond in a rapid and informed manner when emergencies occur 

• Address all phases of emergency management (preparedness, prevention, response and recovery phases)  

•   Reduce the impact of marketing restrictions by enabling quicker resolution of emergency situations 

 
 
8.  How will premises identification information be used?  
  

The P.E.I. Department of Agriculture and Forestry will utilize this information to mitigate, prepare for, respond to, or 
recover from emergencies that threaten animal or public health.  This information will only be used and shared for the 
purposes for which it was collected as indicated in the Animal Health and Protection Act.  

 
 
9. I don’t want certain individuals or parties (ie. taxation department) seeing my information. Who will have 

access to my information?  
 

Your information is protected under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. It will be used and 
shared for emergency management purposes as outlined in the Animal Health and Protection Act.  
 

  
10. How do I receive confirmation of my premises identification number? 
  

Once you have submitted your registration form and the information is processed, you will receive a letter including a 
summary of your submitted information, an aerial map of the premises and the national premises identification 
number that has been assigned to this property.  

 
 
11. How do I apply for a premises identification number?  
  

It is easy to apply.  You may fill out the on-line version or print a hard copy by going to this website 

http://www.gov.pe.ca/agriculture/PID or you may obtain a hardcopy by calling 902-368-4145 or 1-866 PEI-Farm 
(734-3276) or by visiting the Agriculture Information Desk at 5

th
 Floor Jones Bldg, 11 Kent Street, Charlottetown.  

 
 
12. Do I need a premises identification number for each parcel of land I own (or operate) that has                            

livestock or poultry?  
  

All premises housing livestock or poultry are required to be registered and be assigned a premises identification 
number. Initially, land parcels that are used for pasture land will be associated with the home location but may not be 
assigned a PID number initially.  A premises registry is only as effective as the information it holds.  A premises 
registry that contains up to date information about all livestock and poultry locations throughout the province, including 
multiple parcels of land owned or operated by one operator, will provide responders with a superior emergency 
management tool.  
   
However, registration for your primary premises on which the main animal operation is located should be your first 
priority.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/a-11_1.pdf
http://www.gov.pe.ca/jps/FOIPPfaqs
http://www.gov.pe.ca/law/statutes/pdf/a-11_1.pdf


13. If I sell a property, what happens to the Premise ID number?  
  

Once a premises is entered into the registry, the 9 digit unique Premise ID number remains with this location, even 
following a change of ownership.  A Premise ID number will be retired only if the property is subdivided or 
consolidated and no longer used to house livestock and poultry.    

 
14. What if there is more than one separate livestock enterprise at one location? 
  

If there is more than one separate livestock enterprise at the same location, it is recommended that each operation is 
registered for the premises.  There will only be one 9 digit unique Premise ID number assigned to the location, 
however, emergency contact information, premises types and animal types may vary for each operation and therefore 
should be registered separately.  Each enterprise can be assigned a sub-premises number, if requested. 

 
  
15. I have converted my “dairy” farm to a “poultry” farm.  Do I have to update my premises information? 
   

Yes.  Although 9 digit unique Premise ID number assigned to the location will remain the same, emergency contact 
information, premises types and animal types for your operation may have changed and therefore should be updated.   
 
 

16. How often do I need to update my premises information? 
 

Land owners are to provide any changes to the premises information to the Registrar within 30 days of the change. 
The Registrar will also request updated information on a regular basis.  
 
 

17. Do I still need to register my premises if there are (or will be) no animals on the property? 
 

If you presently do not have animals on your premises but may have in the future (or part of the year), you are 
required to register your premises. 
 
If you presently do not have animals and are certain that you will not be keeping animals in the future, you are not 
required to register your premises.  

 
 
18. Who do I contact if I have more questions?  

 
Please contact the Registrar, Premises Identification Program, at 902-368-4880 or send an email to 
PEIPID@gov.pe.ca .   

 
 

    
  

 


