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tuesday
Dr. Gifford Jones: What most
people don’t know about
minor surgery

wednesday
Turn heads at dinner with
these cabbage recipes.

thursday
Self help column provides in-
formation on groups across
P.E.I.

friday
P.E.I. musicians team up to
record Christmas CD, a
fundraiser for P.E.I. Special
Olympics

saturday
New exhibition offers hands-
on fun

Looking ahead
to retirement
For most employees, address-
ing retirement issues is a
costly, abstract and deeply
psychological matter, states a
survey from Schwab Retire-
ment Plan Services. Here’s a
tip for how individuals can
more easily develop a rela-
tionship with their retirement
finances. Develop a relation-
ship with your money; find
someone to talk to. Find ways
to engage with your finances.
There are apps out there that
can better connect you with
one of life’s most important
resources. From www.safe-
guardinvestment.com.

know

PLAN

Take break
from kitchen
The Wheatley River Women’s
Institute is hosting a chili and
soup supper on Friday, Nov.
27, 5:30-7 p.m., at the Wheat-
ley River Community Hall.
Homemade chili and soups
will be served, followed by
homemade desserts and tea,
coffee or juice. The cost is $12
per adult, $6 per child, $30 for
a family of four. Proceeds
raised go toward hall mainte-
nance. Come along with fam-
ily and friends and enjoy the
evening in support of this
community event. Contact
Eileen Axworthy, 902-964-
2306.

ahead

Fertilizers
major cost
Soil testing tells what is
needed for maximum
crop yield. Find out the
details in today’s Farm-
Net column.

Ear cropping 
and tail docking
not allowed under
new P.E.I.animal
welfare act

Under P.E.I.’s new animal wel-
fare act, it is illegal to carry out
cosmetic surgery, operations
performed solely to change the
appearance of an animal and
not for reasons of health.

The new act prohibits tail
docking in dogs, horses, and cat-
tle; ear cropping in dogs and tail
nicking and setting for horses.
This confirms the policy of the
P.E.I. Veterinary Medical Associ-
ation, approved in 2010.

What does this mean for pet
owners? If you have a boxer,
cocker spaniel, or a Yorkshire
terrier with a short tail, you may
be surprised to learn that your
dog was not born that way.
These are only three of the many
breeds in which all or part of the
tail has traditionally been ampu-
tated when the pup is a few days
old in a practice known as tail
docking. Local anesthetic may
or may not be used. Tail docking
can cause infection and chronic
pain, the latter because extra
nerve cells may grow in the
stump of the tail or neuroma.

In some breeds like Doberman
pinscher, Great Dane, Boston
terrier, part of the ears has been
traditionally cut off so that they
stand erect (ear cropping), gen-
erally between 9 and 12 weeks of
age. Such surgery requires gen-
eral anesthetic and much after-
care. The ears will be painful and
there may be infection. Splints
and taping are required, with
regular bandage changes for
many weeks until the ears stand
erect. Ear cropping can have a
long term affect on the dog’s be-
haviour because all this painful
handling occurs at a sensitive
time for socialization.

Why were these procedures
done? Ear cropping and tail
docking were done in some
working breeds with the idea of
preventing injury or for ease of
handling-but these reasons are
no longer relevant. And this was
often inconsistent-consider
hunting dogs. We are used to
seeing many breeds of spaniel
with docked tails, but imagine
how odd it would be to see a
docked tail in a Labrador re-
triever or a setter.

Ear cropping and tail docking

have long been illegal in many
European Union and Common-
wealth countries, and national
veterinary associations have
worked to discourage these pro-
cedures. Ear cropping and tail
docking are now illegal in all At-
lantic provinces, and similar
changes are gradually taking
place in other parts of Canada.
This does not prohibit surgery
performed by a veterinarian that
is required for a medical reason,
such as tail injury.

Why do these practices persist
in North America? It is largely
because many (but not all)
breed clubs are resistant to
change, and breed standards re-
flect this. In countries where the
procedures are banned, breed
clubs have accepted this and
people in those countries are
used to seeing dogs with natural
ears and tails.

Basically, it comes down to

tradition, and fewer and fewer
people, including veterinarians,
support subjecting an animal to
painful and unnecessary surgery
for the sake of tradition.

Next Month in Animal Talk:
Dollars and sense of animal
ownership.

Dr. Alice Crook is the coordinator of the
Sir James Dunn Animal Welfare Centre at
the Atlantic Veterinary College, one of the

member groups of the PEI Companion
Animal Welfare Initiative (CAWI), which
also includes the PEI Humane Society,

SpayAid PEI, Cat Action Team, PEI Veteri-
nary Medical Association, PEI Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Forestry, and

4-H. Animal Talk is a monthly column by
CAWI, the goal of which is to improve the
welfare of owned and unowned compan-

ion animals on PEI. See also
gov.pe.ca/agriculture/CAWI. Readers are
invited to send questions related to the

well-being of owned and unowned com-
panion animals to askcawi@gmail.com.

After her mother’s death left
her grieving, with an unbearably
empty space in her life, Kate Fel-
lowes received an unexpected
gift of love, hope and comfort.
Kate tells her story, “Mom’s
Goodnight Kiss,” in our book
about lives that have been
touched by an angel:

On Dec. 10, 2007, the bottom
fell out of my world. My mom
died – a sad end to her nearly 20-
year struggle with rheumatoid
arthritis.

Mom was smart and funny,
kind and beautiful. She charmed
everyone who met her and, even
through her illness, worked tire-
lessly to find forever homes for
cats and dogs. Not a week goes

by that I don’t meet someone
who knew Mom, and they al-
ways say the same thing: “I was
just thinking about your mom
the other day.” Then they’ll tell
me a story of her thoughtfulness
or compassion or humor. What
a legacy she left, remembered so
often, so fondly and so well by so
many!

But a little over a month after
we lost her, all I could think
about was how much I missed
her. We’d talked on the phone
several times each day for years,
saw each other several times a
week, living just a few blocks
apart. 

The hole in my life was enor-
mous, raw and exhausting. I was
lying on the living room sofa a
few days after what would’ve
been Mom’s 73rd birthday. I was-
n’t asleep, but not fully awake ei-
ther.

Suddenly, I felt a firm, steady
pressure against my mouth. It
was so strong that I could feel
my lip pressing into my teeth. I

opened my eyes, wondering
what it was. When I reached my
hand to my lips, I knew. It had
been Mom kissing me good-
night, just as she’d done when I
was a girl.

I smiled through my tears. I
didn’t tell my husband, who sat
across the room. He’d say I’d
been dreaming. So I kept it close
to my heart, and felt comforted
more than words can say.

The next day, my whole family
gathered at Mom’s house for the
sad task of sorting belongings. I
found myself alone in Mom’s
bedroom with my sister-in-law,
Elizabeth. 

She’s a spiritual and philo-
sophical person, so I shared my
experience with her. “I know it
was Mom kissing me goodnight,”
I concluded. We hugged and
cried a little.

Later that night, back at the
home she shares with my
brother, she told Tom the story.
Only then did he tell her the very
same thing had happened to

him, the same night, around the
same time! He’d been in bed,
somewhere between waking
and sleeping, when he had felt a
surprisingly strong pressure on
his mouth.

“I could really feel it, pushing
against my teeth,” he told me
when we talked.

He hadn’t mentioned it to any-
one either, not knowing what to
make of it.

But I’m certain it was Mom,
reassuring us she was OK, prov-
ing there’s a life beyond, bestow-
ing one more gesture of her
unending love.

In the days and years since,
I’ve thought often of that kiss
and have selfishly wanted more,
of course. 

But the memory never fails to
soothe my grieving heart and al-
ways makes me smile.

Amazing when she was here
with us, Mom is amazing still.

Love never dies.

Visit www.chickensoup.com.

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY DIANE YKELENSTAM

“Peanut” (Ykelenstam’s Parti Girl Friday) appears with natural tail and ears, today and at 10 weeks. Peanut is a
chocolate parti color miniature Schnauzer. Bred and born in Mermaid P.E.I., who now lives in British Columbia.

Cosmetic surgery

A mom sends reassurance from the grave
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chicken soup
FOR THE SOUL

A CUP OF SOUP
KATE FELLOWES

Dr. Alice
Crook
Animal Talk

At a glance
Fast facts

◆ Some dogs have naturally
short tails (e.g., Australian
shepherd) but many short
tails you see were docked
within a few days of birth.
◆ To find out, go to
http://www.akc.org/dog-
breeds/

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN 
BY MELANIE BENNETT

Ben, a one-year-old Newfound-
land dog was adopted in August
2015 from the P.E.I. Humane Soci-
ety by Melanie Bennett. “I picked
up Ben on a Friday morning and
fell head-over-heels in love. Ben is
so gentle and quiet with our boys,
and has with a wonderful person-
ality,” she says.

■ Happy endings

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY SIGNE ANDERSEN

“Sally” (Hoyanta Black Lorelai), a standard poodle with a natural tail. If you
are looking for a puppy of a breed in which the tail is traditionally docked,
confirm with the breeder ahead of time that you do not want this done.


