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Living up to hype
British power rock trio, The 
Virginmarys look to make
inroads with new album.
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There are many
ways to help put an
end toward violence

against pets

Today is the last day of
Family Violence Prevention
Week 2013. 

Unfortunately, family
violence is all too often
directed towards the family

pet as well. 
Violence

towards
pets is one
way that
abusers
exert power
and control
over their
children or
spouse or
an elderly
member of
the family. 

Threatening or hurting a
pet may be a warning:
“Next time it could be you.” 

Threats may also be
used as control — fear for
the pet keeps family mem-
bers from reporting the
abuse. 

Studies consistently
show that women delay
leaving abusive partners
because of fears for a pet’s
safety. 

Many women’s shelters,
including Anderson House
on P.E.I., have arrangements
with local animal shelters
or veterinary hospitals to
provide temporary housing
for pets when a woman
must leave her home.

What is animal abuse?
Most often people think of

Four-year-old Ling Ling, pictured here with cuddle buddy Abby, was adopted from the P.E.I.
Humane Society in July 2012. The owners report, “Ling Ling has stolen our hearts and is one of a
kind. Sister to a dog and three cats, she loves to be close and sleeps on our pillows right by our
head. We are so happy we could give her a home and family.”
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A happy ending for everyone

physical abuse or non-acci-
dental injury. Fighting ani-
mals or training them to
fight, and any sexual con-
duct with animals are also
types of abuse. Emotional

abuse can include with-
holding social interaction
or harsh training methods
(which may also lead to
injuries). 

The majority of abuse

arises from neglect, includ-
ing lack of food, water, shel-
ter, physical or veterinary
care. 

Abuse may be due to
ignorance or indifference, it
may be a temporary lapse
in care or it may be inten-
tional. 

Animal hoarding is neg-
lect on a large scale. An ani-
mal hoarder is someone
who gradually takes in
more and more animals for
which they cannot provide
adequate care. The worst
cases result in filthy living
conditions, spread of infec-
tious disease and sickness
and death of animals from
starvation or untreated ill-
ness. 

Hoarders believe they
love their animals and they
usually don’t recognize the
unhealthy condition of the
animals and the environ-
ment. 

A hoarder’s biggest fear
is that someone will take
their animals. However, the
earlier there is professional
intervention, the greater

new pet, go to a reputable
source such as a humane
society or a registered
breeder. See “Choose your
Pet Responsibly” at
cfhs.ca/info/brochures for
helpful information on
comparing the options and
on how to recognize a
responsible breeder. 

Dr. Alice Crook is co-ordinator with Sir
James Dunn Animal Welfare Centre,

Atlantic Veterinary College. Animal Talk is
a monthly column in The Guardian by the
(CAWI), whose goal is to improve the wel-
fare of owned and unowned companion

animals on P.E.I. CAWI consists of the P.E.I.
Humane Society, SpayAid, Cat Action

Team, P.E.I. Veterinary Medical Association,
Department of Agriculture and Sir James

Dunn Animal Welfare Centre at the
Atlantic Veterinary College. Links to each
of these groups are at gov.pe.ca/agricul-
ture/CAWI. Readers are invited to send
questions related to the well-being of

owned and unowned companion animals
to cawipei@gmail.com.

the chance of helping the
owner to properly care for
and keep at least some of
their animals.

Another form of abuse
and neglect is the improper
breeding of animals in pup-
py (or kitten) mills or by
backyard breeders. The ani-
mals used for breeding are
kept in poor conditions
without social interaction

and proper veterinary
care and without
regard for genetic
defects. 

If you visit one of
these facilities, you
won’t be able to see
where the animals
are being raised or to

meet the breeding par-
ents. The puppies or kittens
from such sub-standard
facilities usually haven’t
received proper early care
such as vaccinations. They
are often sold through pet
stores or online and have,
or will develop, health
problems.  

So what can people do
as individuals? 

If you are worried about
an animal, report the situa-
tion to the appropriate
authority (as per informa-
tion that follows). An ani-
mal protection officer will
investigate and try to work
with the owner to improve
conditions for the
animal(s). 

The investigation may or
may not lead to charges,
but it will allow for educa-
tion about proper and legal-
ly required animal care.

Veterinarians must be
alert to signs of suspicious
injuries and neglect in ani-
mals and be prepared to
report their concerns as
well.

If you are looking for a

Animal
Talk

Dr. Alice Crook

This shows severe neglect in a dog, including severe matting of the coat and badly overgrown nails.
This dog was treated and successfully adopted. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY THE P.E.I. HUMANE SOCIETY

This boxer was one of 80 dogs and cats seized by P.E.I. authorities
in October 2009. The animals received treatment at the PEIHS and
AVC and most, including this dog, were successfully rehomed. In
2010, the owner was sentenced to five months in jail, a significant
fine and 10 years prohibition on animal ownership.
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What if I suspect an ani-
mal is being abused or
neglected?
u For dogs or cats or other small

companion animals, contact the
P.E.I. Humane Society as soon as
possible. Every complaint is kept
confidential, treated seriously
and investigated by an Animal
Protection Officer. In most cir-
cumstances, pet owners simply
require education about how to
be better pet owners. In extreme
instances, the animal will be
seized by the Society and cruelty
or neglect charges can be laid.
If you are concerned about farm
animals, including horses, con-
tact the P.E.I. Department of Agri-
culture and Forestry at 314-0774.
They will investigate, provide
education to owners, and follow
through with charges if neces-
sary.

QUICK QUESTION


