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Cooking class
A free Taste and Learn: Co-
conut! class will be held on
Tuesday, April 21, from 2 - 3
p.m. at the West Royalty
Sobeys. Join the Sobeys dieti-
tian and in-store chef and
learn new and inspiring ways
to use coconut. Samples pro-
vided. Call 902-566-4399 to
register; space is limited.

Dogs’ brains are larger than
cats, but some scientists
argue that neurons, not size,
make the difference. Cats
have 300 million neurons
while dogs have only 160 mil-
lion. However, dogs have
been more co-operative in
studies where they prove ab-
stract thought through sort-
ing, where cats have been
harder to work with.
From livescience.com

Some of the planet’s biggest
personalities, loudest voices
and quickest talkers are being
celebrated today on Auction-
eers Day, an opportunity to
remember that auctioneering
is one of the world’s most an-
cient professions, having
begun more than 2,000 years
ago. The first auction was
held about 500 B.C. in Baby-
lon. The late 17th century saw
the establishment of the
world’s oldest, still-practising
auction house, Stockholms
Auktionsverk. 
www.daysoftheyear.com/day
s/auctioneers-day/
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Bowing together
Canada’s most famous
fiddling couple, Natalie
MacMaster and Donnell
Leahy, marry their consid-
erable talents in a new
release - One. "If you re-
ally love fiddle music
there are performances
here that are nothing
short of jaw dropping,"
writes Doug Gallant in
his On Track column this
week.

There are a wide range of elec-
tric underground or wireless
shock-based fencing contain-
ment products on the market for
family dogs.

Are they safe and effective?
Are there any long term negative
effects? What are the risks and
the realities of using these prod-
ucts on man’s best friend?

Potential problems include
dead batteries in the collar, un-
derground wire breaks and high
levels of snow that may interfere
with some systems. It is not un-
common for the P.E.I. Humane
Society to have stray dogs admit-
ted with electric underground
fence collars around their necks.
Also, delivery people, mail men
and other service workers are
not able to determine where the
boundary is in order to stay safe.

Heightened territorial aggres-
sion can occur over time when
dogs are contained by electric
underground fencing. When a
dog goes to the property bound-
ary to bark and “announce” that
someone is there, and they get
shocked, over time the dog will
associate the person on the
other side of the boundary with
the shock. This can lead to a
higher level of aggression in the
dog when people approach and

try to cross the property bound-
ary.

Some dogs experience gener-
alized anxiety because they are
constantly worried and antici-
pating the next shock, no matter
how minor. Besides mental dis-
tress, a dog could incur physical
injuries such as electrical burns
and fur loss due in part to sensi-
tivity from the metal prongs on
some collars. Wireless fencing
also provides no protection
from predators or aggressive an-
imals who may enter the prop-
erty.

Dr. Jill Taggart, a clinical ani-

mal behaviourist says, “With
electric fences, dogs may be-
come fearful of going outside in-
stead of just near the boundary
of the property. More impor-
tantly, the shocks will motivate
the dog to escape the stimulus
that is causing the pain resulting
in defensive aggression. There is
evidence from invisible fence
studies that dogs redirect this
aggression towards the nearest
human, causing serious injury.”
(Polsky, 2000)

Punishment may not always
cause physical harm and may
not seem severe, but it can cause
animals to become fearful. For
example, some fences emit a
tone that precedes the shock.
Dogs may, in turn, react fearfully
(drooling, pacing, etc) to the
sound of alarm clocks, smoke
detectors, egg timers, or mi-
crowaves. It can also become
harder to house train dogs who
associate the shock with the
grass in the yard. They may re-
sort to eliminating on front
steps, patios or porches.

Different stimuli on the other
side of the fence require different
levels of shocks. If, for example,
a paper bag blows by, it won’t
take too much of a shock to
deter most dogs from running
after it. If a fox, on the other
hand, runs by, it will take a much
higher shock to deter your dog
from chasing after it. Sadly, that
is why some people resort to
turning it to the highest level of
shock all the time.

Taggart also points out, “The
important thing to know about
electric fences is that when dogs’

instinctive hunting or predator
response is activated, they are so
motivated to chase what is on
the other side of the fence that
they will run through the pain of
the shock. The problem occurs
when the chase is over and they
want to come home - they are
not stimulated by the hunt and
now are too fearful about being
shocked so they remain outside
the periphery where they could
be hit by a car, stolen or they
might run off.”

Next month in Animal Talk:
A toxic substance to avoid.

Erin Mullen is the intake and adoption
counsellor at the P.E.I. Humane Society,
one of the member groups of the P.E.I.
Companion Animal Welfare Initiative

(CAWI). Animal Talk is a monthly column
in The Guardian produced by CAWI, the
goal of which is to improve the welfare of
owned and unowned companion animals
on P.E.I. CAWI consists of the P.E.I. Hu-

mane Society, SpayAid, Cat Action Team,
P.E.I. Veterinary Medical Association, P.E.I.
Department of Agriculture and Forestry,
P.E.I. 4-H, and Sir James Dunn Animal

Welfare Centre at the Atlantic Veterinary
College. Links to these groups are at

gov.pe.ca/agriculture/CAWI. Readers are
invited to send questions related to the
well-being of owned and unowned com-
panion animals to cawipei@gmail.com.

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN/ERIN MULLEN

Blake MacIssac plays with his dog, Zuzu, in the P.E.I. Humane Society dog
park in Charlottetown. Dog parks can be a fun and safe way to socialize and
exercise your dog.
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PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN/KEVIN FARNSWORTH

Elvis, now named KC, is an eight-month old sheltie/golden retriever mix
who was adopted by Kevin and Paula Farnsworth in February 2015 from
the P.E.I. Humane Society.

alternatives
Build a traditional fence, pro-
viding your dog and children
with a safe yard to play in
with the added bonus of
extra privacy. Arrange dog-
gie play dates with close rel-
atives or neighbours with
fenced in back yards, and
make use of public dog
parks located in:
Charlottetown behind the
P.E.I. Humane Society on 309
Sherwood Rd.
Stratford beside the town
hall on 234 Shakespeare Dr.
Cornwall near the town hall
on 39 Lowther Dr.
Summerside on Seaweed Dr.

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN/ERIN MULLEN

This is an example of one kind of
electric underground fencing collar.
The two metal prongs sit against the
dog’s neck in order to deliver an
electric shock when they cross the
“invisible” boundary.

A dog’s view of
electric under-
ground fencing
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