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Finding a landlord who is
willing to rent to you as

well as to Fido and
Fluffy can be chal-
lenging.

However, if you
understand that
landlords are
always on the look-
out for responsible
tenants who will
take good care of
their unit and
stay for an
extended period
of time, you can
make a good case
for a win/win situa-
tion.

This becomes some-
what easier in a rental
market where there are
more units than available
tenants. The key is to show

you are a
responsible
pet owner
and a good
tenant.

One way
of doing
this is by
creating a
resume for
Fido
and/or
Fluffy,
which may

include:
u Veterinary documen-

tation or a letter of refer-
ence from your vet showing
that your animal has been
spayed or neutered and is
up-to-date with vaccina-
tions and in good health.

u An explanation of
what Fido and Fluffy do all
day. Does your dog use a
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Valuable resources for
renters, landlords

u How to write a pet
resume, including examples:
Go to
www.ddal.org/pdf/sam-
ples/petresume.pdf.

u Thirteen steps to find-
ing rental housing that
accepts pets: a guide for pet
owners: Available from the
P.E.I. Humane Society.

u Renting with Pets:
Information for Tenants: Go
to
www.gov.mb.ca/cca/rtb/reso
urce_list/pets_tenant.pdf.

u Profiting from pets: A
guide for rental managers
and property owners: Avail-
able from the PEI Humane
Society.

u Renting to Pet Owners:
A Guide for Landlords. Go to
www.gov.mb.ca/cca/rtb/reso
urce_list/pets_landlord.pdf.

AT A GLANCE

Smee is shown with her scratching pad. Being in the habit of using an appropriate scratching surface
is an important skill to include in your kitty’s resume. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY ALICE CROOK

AVC student Teigen Bond says the extra effort of
searching for a pet-friendly apartment meant she
was able to adopt critter companion Minnie, a
hamster, from the P.E.I. Humane Society. 
PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY TEIGEN BOND
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crate? Does someone come
in to walk him? Does Fluffy
use a scratching post?

u A description of what
you do to prevent fleas or
worms in your pet. Also,
describe how you care for
the cat box and how often
you clean it.

u Evidence that Fido has
gone to doggie school and
is calm and well trained.

Bring references from
former landlord or a neigh-
bour. Offer to pay an extra
deposit and buy renter’s
insurance to minimize any
landlord liability for your
pet. Finally, offer to have
the landlord visit your cur-
rent home to reassure him
or her that your place is
well cared for and free of
pet odours. You could also
ask for an appointment so
that you could bring your

dog to meet the land-
lord.

As a tenant, take
good care of your pet.
A dog must access the
outdoors at reason-
able times in order to
relieve herself. Com-
mit to picking up
after her and let the
landlord know. Dogs also
need company and exer-
cise, and their needs vary
depending on the breed. If
you are going to be gone for
longer than four hours con-
sider getting someone to
walk your dog or at least
leave plenty of toys to keep
her busy. Of course, when
you get home, be sure to
give your dog or cat atten-
tion and playtime. Do not
get additional pets without
the landlord’s permission.

On the flip side, land-

The No. 1 reason owned
pets are surrendered to the
P.E.I. Humane Society each
year is that people are
unable to bring their ani-

lords can increase the
appeal of their proper-

ty by accepting pets,
while minimizing poten-

tial problems through care-
ful screening. Accept pets
on a case-by-case basis and
do not automatically
exclude larger dogs, which
can be well behaved, quiet
and calm. There are many
helpful checklists and
guidelines on the Internet
to help with this screening.
Make sure your screening
criteria are fair and clear-
cut and are equitably
applied.

Include a lease adden-
dum specifying the name of
the pet you have allowed,
with associated rules and
extra damage deposit. Con-
sider that a 2003 survey by
the Foundation for Interdis-
ciplinary Research and
Education Promoting Ani-
mal Welfare found that the
average worst damage in
apartments with pets
totalled $430, an amount
almost always covered by
the security deposit and at
least $100 less than the
average damage in apart-
ments with children.

P.E.I.H.S. volunteer Lise Brown adopted Shepherd mix, Rufus, from the P.E.I. Humane Society in
April 2007. In addition to being a much-loved companion, Lise trained Rufus to become her service
dog. It was a challenge for the pair to find a dog-friendly rental apartment, but Brown says it can
be done if pet owners are willing to think creatively and to start their search well in advance of a
move. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY LISE BROWN

Happy endings

mals with them when they
move. By expanding the
rental pool to include pet
lovers, landlords can gain
renters who are responsible
overall and who will likely
stay longer than the average
tenant.

This will be a win-win-
win situation for landlords,
pet owners, and pets.

Next month in Animal
Talk is dog bite prevention.

Jane Thomas is a board member of
SpayAid P.E.I., a member group of the P.E.I.

Companion Animal Welfare Initiative
(CAWI). Animal Talk is a monthly column
in The Guardian produced by CAWI, the

goal of which is to improve the welfare of
owned and unowned companion animals
on P.E.I. CAWI consists of the P.E.I. Humane

Society, SpayAid, Cat Action Team, P.E.I.
Veterinary Medical Association, P.E.I.

Department of Agriculture and Forestry
and Sir James Dunn Animal Welfare Centre
at the Atlantic Veterinary College. Links to
each of these groups are at gov.pe.ca/agri-
culture/CAWI. Readers are invited to send

questions related to the well-being of
owned and unowned companion animals

to cawipei@gmail.com.


