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Good advice for keeping children and dogs safe

Helpful tips
u Visit www.doggonesafe.com

to learn more about what a dog is
telling you through his or her body
language, and about dog bite pre-
vention.

u Non-profit DoggoneSafe pro-
vides education to help children
learn to act safely around dogs.

AT A GLANCE

Anne Wormald shows how to “be a tree” if a strange dog approaches or your own dog gets too frisky or aggressive. 
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In the photo on the left, Shelby is showing a “half moon” eye and has her mouth closed – both signs that she is wary. In the
second photo, her eyes and ears are relaxed and she is loosely panting. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY JOAN ORR

P.E.I. Humane Society adopter Tiffany Kwiatkowski welcomed Oscar the cat
into her home earlier this year. As the mother of a young toddler, Tiffany
ensures that play time with Oscar is always supervised, as bite prevention is
an important part of cat ownership as well as dog ownership. 
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Happy endings

A dog can be a child’s best friend,
but like human friends, dogs are
not always in the mood for play
or interaction. Your child may
love to snuggle before bed with
you while you read a bedtime sto-
ry, but try running out onto the
soccer field to snuggle in the mid-
dle of practice and you may not
get such a good reaction.

Children need to learn that it
is the same way
with dogs. There
is a time and a
place for play,
petting or just sit-
ting quietly, but
at other times the
dog may just
want to be left
alone.

Most dogs are
extremely toler-
ant, but if a dog is
pushed too far by

unwanted attention from chil-
dren or feels that the child is
threatening him in some way, he
may feel he has no choice but to
growl or snap.

Dog bites can leave children
frightened of dogs and sometimes
scarred physically and emotional-
ly. The dog may lose her home,
her family or even her life.
Experts agree that dog bites are
preventable through education.

Dogs communicate with body
language. By learning to read
body language and understand-
ing that dogs have feelings, chil-
dren will not only be safe around
dogs but will develop empathy for
them.

It is very important to teach
children how to recognize the
signs of a happy dog compared to

a dog that is anxious or busy with
something else. A dog that licks
his lips when there is no food
around, yawns, suddenly begins
to scratch or bite at himself, turns
his head away, gets up and leaves
or looks at you or the child with a
half moon of white showing in his
eye, is telling you that he is anx-
ious, unhappy and has had
enough. 

These signs come before the
more well-recognized warning
signs in a dog that is growling,
snarling, barking or snapping. A
dog that is feeling happy and
relaxed will wag her tail loosely
and pant. She will show interest
in interacting with the child. Hap-
py dogs are much less likely to
bite than are anxious dogs.

Here are the three most impor-
tant things to teach children:

1. Dogs don’t like hugs and
kisses. Teach children not to hug
or kiss a dog on the face. Hugging
a dog or face to face contact are
common causes of bites to the
face.

2. Be a tree if a strange dog
approaches. Teach children to
stand still, like a tree. Trees are
boring and the dog will eventually
go away. This works for strange

dogs or any time the family dog
gets too frisky or becomes aggres-
sive.

3. Never tease a dog. Teach
children not to disturb a dog
that’s sleeping, eating or protect-
ing something.

Here are the two most impor-
tant things parents can do:

1. Supervise. Do not assume
your dog is good with children. If
a toddler must interact with your
dog, you should have your hands
on the dog, too. Even if your dog
is great with children and has
never bitten, why take a chance?

2. Train your dog. Take your
dog to obedience classes where
positive reinforcement is used.
Never pin, shake, choke, hold the
dog down or roll the dog over to
teach it a lesson. Dogs treated
this way are likely to turn their
aggression on weaker family
members. Involve older children
in training the family dog while

supervising. Don’t allow children
to punish dogs. Teach your dog to
enjoy the presence and actions of
children using positive experi-
ences.

Here are the three most impor-
tant things dog owners can do:

1. Condition your dog for the
world. Give your puppy lots of
new positive experiences. Never
underestimate the importance of
early socialization.

2. Supervise your dog. Super-
vise your dog at all times around
children. Do not allow children to
hug and kiss your dog. If visiting
children are bothering your dog,
crate him or put him in another
room. Keep him safe.

3. Spay or neuter your dog.
Neutering prevents unwanted
puppies that may end up in shel-
ters or in less than ideal condi-
tions where they may grow up to
be poorly socialized or aggressive.

Dogs and children can be great

together. It is a parent’s and dog
owner’s responsibility to ensure
that the needs of both are met
and that happy interactions are
the norm between children and
dogs.

Next month in Animal Talk:
Tips for dealing with cat-scratch-
ing behaviour.

Tonji Stewart is a professional dog trainer and own-
er of P.E.I.’’s Canine Company Clicker Training and

Consulting (www.caninecompany.ca ). Animal Talk
is a monthly column in The Guardian produced by

the P.E.I. Companion Animal Welfare Initiative
(CAWI), the goal of which is to improve the welfare

of owned and unowned companion animals on
P.E.I. CAWI consists of the P.E.I. Humane Society,

SpayAid, Cat Action Team, the P.E.I. Veterinary Med-
ical Association, the P.E.I. Department of Agriculture

and Forestry and the Sir James Dunn Animal Wel-
fare Centre at the Atlantic Veterinary College. Links

to each of these groups are at gov.pe.ca/agricul-
ture/CAWI. Readers are invited to send questions
related to the well-being of owned and unowned

companion animals to cawipei@gmail.com.
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The music of an era
Divided & United: The Songs of the
Civil War is a remarkable body of
work that educates and entertains.
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