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Shady characters
Performers dressed as Cookie
Monster, Elmo accused of being
aggressive in Times Square.
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Rocky Mountain High
Diverse artists come together 
for The Music Is You: A Tribute 
to John Denver.
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P.E.I. Humane Society animal protection officer Tim Scheepens is shown with Ziggy (now
adopted). The PEIHS has fee-for-service contracts with the P.E.I. government and some
municipalities on the Island to enforce animal protection and animal control legislation.
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Horses are very sociable
animals and will be much
more content with a bud-
dy (Photo originally sub-
mitted to Celebrate P.E.I.
Agriculture and Forestry
Photo Contest). 
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Input from the public is essential to help 
regulators identify animals at risk on P.E.I. 

Effective animal welfare
programs consist of three
main components: co-oper-
ation between organiza-

tions with
an interest
in protect-
ing the wel-
fare of ani-
mals; edu-
cation in
proper ani-
mal welfare
practices
and proper
animal care
and legisla-
tion that

allows regulatory officials
to intervene in cases where
animal abuse, neglect or
cruelty occurs.

On P.E.I., the co-opera-

tion and education compo-
nents of the program are
occurring through the
Companion Animal Welfare
Initiative (CAWI, whose
member organizations are
listed at the conclusion of
this column). CAWI pro-
vides this monthly Animal
Talk feature, as well as a
monthly Pets and People
feature on CBC radio, to
raise public awareness
about good companion ani-
mal care practices.  

Legislation is probably
the least visible and least
understood component. On
Prince Edward Island, the
Department of Agriculture
and Forestry is responsible
for animal welfare issues
and manages them through

enforcement of the Com-
panion Animal Protection
Act (www.gov.pe.ca/law/
statutes/pdf/c-14_1.pdf),
the Animal Health and Pro-
tection Act (www.gov.pe.ca/
law/statutes/pdf/a-
11_1.pdf) and the Dog Act
(www.gov.pe.ca/law/statute
s/pdf/d-13.pdf).  

The Dog Act provides
regulators with the authori-
ty to license dogs and deal
with dangerous dogs and
dogs at large. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Forestry contracts the P.E.I.
Humane Society to carry
out the duties outlined in
this act.  

The Companion Animal
Protection Act is intended
to protect companion ani-

Cat buddies Honey (from the P.E.I. Humane Society) and Gonzo enjoy soaking up the spring sun-
shine. Adopters Dwayne Gallant and Sue Leard chose Honey as a companion for Gonzo. After just a
few short weeks, she had everyone in the house “wrapped around her little paw.” 
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Happy endings
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mals or pets from abuse
and neglect and to license
and regulate the activities
of companion animal
establishments or pet
stores. 

The P.E.I. Humane Socie-
ty responds to and investi-
gates animal welfare com-
plaints related to pets resid-
ing in peoples’ homes,
while the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry
inspects and licenses pet
stores in the province and
investigates all animal wel-
fare complaints associated
with these establishments. 

The intent of the Animal
Health and Protection Act
is to protect the health and
welfare of livestock in the
province and is enforced
entirely by the Department
of Agriculture and Forestry.  

Other than the regular
inspection of pet stores,
most duties carried out
under these acts are com-
plaint driven. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Forestry and the Humane
Society rely on the general
public to provide it with
information about situa-
tions under which it feels
animals — pets or livestock
— are not receiving proper
care. 

If regulators don’t
receive complaints, they
have no way of identifying
these situations. As such, it
is very important for mem-
bers of the public to report
suspected abuse or neglect
of animals. 

Whether received by the
department or the P.E.I.

Humane Society, com-
plaints are considered con-
fidential and complainants’
identities are protected.
Each and every complaint
is investigated.  

In most cases, the situa-
tion is resolved through
education of the owner as
to appropriate and legally
required animal care, with
follow-up as required. How-
ever, in some instances ani-
mals must be seized and

the owner charged under
one of the previously-men-
tioned acts or the federal
Criminal Code, which cov-
ers particularly heinous
animal abuse and neglect.

Legislative review is an
important process for any
regulator to ensure that leg-
islation is effective and
meeting current needs. As
such, the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry is
currently partnering with
animal welfare groups in
the province to review and,
if required, amend the cur-
rent provincial legislation. 

Anyone concerned
about the welfare of an ani-
mal should contact the
P.E.I. Humane Society at
892-1190 for cats, dogs and
other small animals or the
Department of Agriculture
and Forestry at 314-0774 for
livestock, including horses.

Next month in Animal
Talk: Travelling with and
without your pet.

Brian Matheson is manager of agriculture
regulatory programs at the P.E.I. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Forestry, one of

the member groups of the P.E.I. Compan-
ion Animal Welfare Initiative (CAWI). Ani-

mal Talk is a monthly column in The
Guardian produced by CAWI, the goal of

which is to improve the welfare of owned
and unowned companion animals on P.E.I.
CAWI consists of the P.E.I. Humane Society,
SpayAid, Cat Action Team, P.E.I. Veterinary
Medical Association, P.E.I. Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, and Sir James

Dunn Animal Welfare Centre at the
Atlantic Veterinary College. Links to each
of these groups are at gov.pe.ca/agricul-
ture/CAWI. Readers are invited to send
questions related to the well-being of

owned and unowned companion animals
to cawipei@gmail.com.

Quick questions
u Question: I live in a

small community in rural
P.E.I.  Do provincial laws
related to animals apply to
me?

u Answer: Prince Edward
Island is divided into areas
with bylaws and those
without bylaws.  If you live
in an area without bylaws,
you must be in compli-
ance with the Companion
Animal Protection Act,
Animal Health and Protec-
tion Act, and Dog Act.  
If you live in an area with
bylaws, and the require-
ments in the bylaws are
equal to or stronger than
the requirements of a
provincial law, the bylaws
take precedence.  
If you have any questions
related to bylaws in your
area, you should contact
your local municipal rep-
resentative (http://www.
gov.pe.ca/mapp/index.ph
p?number=1040430&lan
g=E). 
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