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June is Adopt-A-Cat month at the P.E.I. Humane Society, which is where Bailey and Ernie met and
fell in love with Dave. They tell us he has become the highlight of their day and is always by their
side when they are home, making him “everything we were looking for and more.” All cats cur-
rently available for adoption at the shelter can be seen at www.peihumanesociety.com.
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A vacation is an excellent
opportunity for the whole
family to spend fun time
together—but there are
important questions to
answer before including
your pet on a road trip.

Is your
dog calm
and adapt-
able, or is
she ram-
bunctious,
needing
lots of
attention
and exer-
cise?  

Will she
be wel-
come

everywhere you stay, be it
hotels, campgrounds, fami-
ly or friends? (People may
have allergies, or brand new
hardwood floors, or other
animals who will not wel-
come your dog). 

Where will you leave
your dog when there are
activities she cannot share?

Plan carefully when
considering whether
to include a pet on 

a vacation
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crossing international bor-
ders.

This is one of the many
situations when it is invalu-
able for a dog to be crate-
trained. Your dog’s kennel
provides a portable bed and
safe, familiar haven no mat-

ter where you stay during
your trip. 

Smaller dogs can travel
right in their carriers,
which should be secured
while the vehicle is in
motion. Medium to large
dogs should be safely
restrained in the back seat
of the car with a seat belt
device specifically made for
pets. No dog should travel
loose in the back of an open
truck, which is unsafe and
even illegal in some juris-
dictions.

Another alternative is to
board your dog. A well-run
boarding kennel will pro-
vide positive interactions
with both people and other
dogs, which will reduce the
stress of being away from
you. 

Visit the facility and talk
to the caretakers first. Do
they interact easily with the
dogs and speak to them by
name? Is there a securely
fenced area providing

opportunities for small
groups of dogs to play and
exercise? 

Dogs also need individ-
ual kennels to rest by them-
selves, and they should be
walked two or three times a
day. 

Check that the facility is
clean and that all dogs have
fresh water. 

Ask about the vaccina-
tion policy (current vacci-
nations should be manda-
tory) and about the contin-
gency plan if a dog
becomes ill. 

Cats and other small
pets (rabbits, guinea pigs,
etc.) generally prefer not to
travel. If you will be away
for only a few days, arrange
for a reliable neighbour to
come in once or twice daily
to check on your pets, pro-
vide some company, and
attend to food, water and
kitty litter. 

For longer periods, a reli-
able pet/house sitter is ide-

al, allowing your animal to
remain at home. 

A boarding facility is
another option, although
many cats will be stressed
by unfamiliar odours, rou-
tines and animals. Visit the 

To Travel, D2

Quick question
u Question: What about camping

with my pet?
u Answer: Check the campground

rules around pets—some camp-
grounds do not allow pets, or
severely restrict their move-
ments. Talk to your vet about tick
and heartworm preventative
medication, and any other health
concerns depending on the area
where you are going (e.g., lep-
tospirosis or giardiasis).  Don’t let
your pet chase or come into con-
tact with wildlife—it can be
unpleasant (think skunk!) and
dangerous for both parties.

AT A GLANCE

All photos are of cats this month, in honour of June being International Adopt-a-Cat Month. In this photo, it’s clearly time for a staycation
as The Smee-cat (adopted 13 years ago from the P.E.I. Humane Society) is shown on her back deck, one of her favourite summer spots. 
PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY ALICE CROOK 

When crate-training a cat, the new carrier is set up for exploration with door removed, left. In the
photo at right, success. Dr. Alice Crook (Smee’s owner) rotates favourite toys, and occasional treats in
the carrier so that Smee goes in and out on a regular basis. PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY ALICE CROOK

Remember
that a parked
car overheats
very quickly
and is never a
safe option. 

If your dog
will be vaca-
tioning with
you, maintain
her routine as
much as possible,
with regular walks,
feeding times and
food, etc.

Identification for your
pet is always important, but
is especially crucial when
travelling; use both visible
(collar and tag) and perma-
nent (microchip) identifica-
tion with up-to-date infor-
mation. 

Carry current vaccina-
tion papers. A health certifi-
cate will be required if




