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Over 60 per cent of North
American families own

either a cat or dog, half of
which come from humane
societies or SPCAs. 

Until fairly recently, the
other 50 per cent came
mostly from pet stores. But
a recent study done on the
differences in behavioural
characteristics between

dogs
obtained as
puppies
from pet
stores and
those
obtained
from alter-
native
sources
(animal
shelters,
breeders,
rescue

groups, family or friends,
etc.) shows that puppies
from pet stores had signifi-
cantly greater aggression
toward family members,
strangers and other dogs, as
well as more separation
anxiety problems and
house soiling issues.

Now many pet stores
have stopped selling pup-
pies and kittens and instead
provide satellite adoption
centres for local animal
shelters. Interested
adopters are screened and
approved following the
same guidelines the shelter-
ing organization uses for all
their adoptable pets.

Shelters are a great
option whether you are
looking for a mixed breed, a
purebred, a young animal
or an older animal. Did you
know as many as 25 per

cent of dogs admitted to
shelters are purebred dogs?
There are also many rescue
groups dedicated to finding
homes for specific breeds of
cats and dogs. This is a
good route if you want a
certain breed that may be
hard to find in your average
animal shelter. 

What exactly makes a
reputable breeder?  Erin
Mullen, intake and adop-
tion counsellor at the P.E.I.
Humane Society, says,
responsible breeders never
sell their animals through a
pet store because they want
to screen potential buyers
to ensure the animals are
going to appropriate
homes.  

“A responsible breeder
will allow you to meet the
parents of any animal you
are purchasing and allow
you to see where and how
they are being raised. Never
meet a breeder at an off-site
location like a parking lot
or have an animal shipped
to you sight-unseen.”

Responsible breeders
provide follow-up support
after adoption and take a
lifetime responsibility for
the animals they have bred.
They will accept an animal
back at any time, no matter
the reason. 

They also screen their
breeding stock for heritable
defects, and aggressive ani-
mals are removed from
their breeding program. 

Responsible breeders
raise animals in their home
and treat them as pets —
they will ensure an animal
is weaned and appropriate-
ly socialized before placing
it into a home, no earlier
than eight to12 weeks of
age. There should be a buy-
er’s contract, and the breed-
er should have an estab-
lished relationship with a

veterinarian and be willing
to provide you with refer-
ences.

But what is the differ-
ence between a reputable
breeder and a so-called
“backyard breeder?” Back-
yard breeders are in busi-
ness for a profit and do not
have any interest in where
the animal goes once it has
left their operation. 

Illness and disease are
common, and operators
often fail to apply proper
husbandry practices. It is
becoming very common for
these types of operators to
sell directly online and
avoid the middleman of a

pet store.
People will often turn to

the Internet for more infor-
mation about specific
breeds, breeders and res-
cues. While there is a lot of
great information to help
people make informed
decisions for their family,
there are many flashy web-
sites promising the off-
spring of “champion dogs
and cats.” These websites
will sometimes fall under
the name of a breeder, but
may also call themselves a
rescue. Some scams will
attempt to take your mon-
ey, but you do not ever
receive a pet, or you do not

receive the pet you agreed
upon.  

So, always ask to see the
animal, its parents and
where it is being raised
before handing over any
money and sign a contract
before making any transac-
tion. If you go to a breeder
or any organization to view
a pet, and you are con-
cerned with the living con-
ditions or welfare of the
animals, please contact the
authorized animal control
personnel with your con-
cerns. On the Island, this is
the PEIHS at 892-1190. 

The search for a new pet
can be overwhelming. Look
to a veterinarian, local
humane society or a rep-
utable breeder for informa-
tion. Take advantage of
their training, knowledge,
and expertise in responsible
pet ownership to help you
make this experience a pos-
itive and rewarding one. 

To read more about the
adoption process at the
PEIHS, the Island’s only
companion animal shelter,
please visit peihumanesoci-
ety.com/adopt/our-adop-
tion-process/.

Beckie MacLean, RVT, is shelter manager
of the P.E.I. Humane Society, one of the
member groups of the P.E.I. Companion

Animal Welfare Initiative (CAWI). Animal
Talk is a monthly column in The Guardian
produced by CAWI, the goal of which is to

improve the welfare of owned and
unowned companion animals on P.E.I.

CAWI consists of the P.E.I. Humane Society,
SpayAid, Cat Action Team, P.E.I. Veterinary
Medical Association, P.E.I. Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, and Sir James

Dunn Animal Welfare Centre at the
Atlantic Veterinary College. Links to each
of these groups are at gov.pe.ca/agricul-
ture/CAWI. Readers are invited to send
questions related to the well-being of

owned and unowned companion animals
to cawipei@gmail.com.

Some quick definitions:
u Humane Society/Society

for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals (SPCA):  an
organization dedicated to
the betterment of animal
welfare. There is usually an
animal shelter and an
adoption program to find
homes for abandoned,
mistreated and/or surren-
dered animals. The
HS/SPCA also conducts
public education and is
often mandated to
enforce provincial and fed-
eral animal cruelty laws.

u Shelter: refers to the
physical building where
animals are held.  

u Rescue organization: an
organization that is usual-
ly run out of an individual’s
home or by a network of
individuals fostering ani-
mals until they are adopt-
ed. Some may concentrate
on certain breeds of dogs
or cats to rescue.

u Pound: a municipal ani-
mal shelter. Some munici-
palities contract their local
humane society or SPCA
to provide the pound serv-
ice and some are run inde-
pendently.

AT A GLANCE

Buddy (recently adopted) is shown in one of the lovely new,
enriched cat suites at the PEIHS. 
PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY LINDA LUCKER

These miniature schnauzer puppies are off to a good start. Responsible breeders raise their puppies in their home so the pups are well-
socialized to the variety and commotion of family life. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY DIANE YKELENSTAM, YKELENSTAM'S MINI SCHNAUZERS

Thanks to the dedication of adopter Krista Walsh of Montague,
miniature dachshund Case (formerly K.C. at the P.E.I. Humane
Society) is already making great strides in losing a few extra
pounds. Her new regime includes lots of love and cuddles with
Walsh's niece Aby Walsh, as captured in this photo. 
PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY KRISTA WALSH
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A musical journey
Teresa Doyle’s new album,
Song Road, showcases her
vocals and songwriting.
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Many options to
consider when

acquiring a new pet


