
Every week on P.E.I., cats,
dogs and other small com-
panion animals like rabbits
and hamsters are aban-

doned by
their own-
ers. 

Many of
these ani-
mals come
to the P.E.I.
Humane
Society
(PEIHS),
others are
taken in by
friends,
landlords

or neighbours and some
cats are saved and placed in
colonies by the Cat Action
Team. 

And many, unfortunate-
ly, are left to survive on
their own in the
woods or in
alleys all across
our gentle
Island. 

The PEIHS
receives many
calls regard-
ing aban-
doned ani-
mals every
month. Some-
times a landlord
goes into an apartment or

house to get ready for the
next tenant and two cats
are found in the back bed-
room or a dog is left tied to
a tree outside in the back-
yard. 

As September nears we
also start to receive more
calls about stray cats in cot-
tage country and on camp-
grounds. 

Cats may wander into
those areas because of the
appeal of humans and extra
food. They stay all season
as they are well loved by the
campers and cottage-goers,
but as everyone packs up to
head home, the kitties are
left without housing or
food. 

When people face hard
choices about relinquishing

their pet, one
choice that

should never
be an
option is

releasing
the pet
into the
wild.
Unfortu-
nately, this

often hap-
pens with

rabbits,
rodents such as fancy rats,

gerbils and hamsters and
reptiles and exotic bird
species. 

These special little crit-
ters are domesticated and

cannot survive outside of a
controlled environment
where they should be close-
ly supervised.

Thankfully, there are

humane options for people
who need to rehome their
pets on P.E.I. Before you
start, remember it can take
up to a few months to suc-
cessfully rehome a pet, so
start the search for the
right home as soon as you
can.

Spread the word and ask
family, friends and co-work-
ers who are already familiar
with your pet if they can
adopt. Visit online selling
sites such as Kijiji or Used-
PEI to advertise for a new
home, but be willing to set
your standards high and
stick with them. 

If you want to do a home
inspection and the poten-
tial adopter doesn’t agree,
then that should be a red
flag, and you can move on
to the next applicant. 

Never forget you have
the final say in where your
animal goes. 

Don’t underestimate the
power of social media. Ask
your Facebook friends to
pass on your post. If you
don’t have your own Twit-
ter account, ask a friend to
send out your tweet. 

You can also call the
P.E.I. Humane Society (892-
1190) to book an appoint-
ment to discuss surrender-
ing your animal — if we
have background informa-

tion regarding your animal,
he or she is more readily
adoptable. 

It may take up to a week
or two to get an appoint-
ment because, as the only
companion animal shelter
on P.E.I., we have to wait for
animals to be adopted in
order to make room to take
yours in.

Please give us the oppor-
tunity to help you by plan-
ning ahead.

If you have found a stray
companion animal, you can
take it to the PEIHS at any
time during regular busi-
ness hours and at no
charge. 

Shelter staff members
always appreciate a call
ahead of time, if the situa-
tion permits, so they can
prepare for the arrival of
the animal. 

If you have an issue with
feral or stray cats in your
community, check out the
Cat Action Team (C.A.T.)
website at http://cats-
pei.ca/. The Cat Action
Team of P.E.I. is an all-vol-
unteer registered charitable
organization working to
care for and control the fer-
al and stray cat population
throughout the province
through Trap-Neuter-and
Release (TNR) programs.  

Coming next month in
Animal Talk: The rewards of
positive dog training.

Erin Mullen is the intake and adoption
counsellor for the P.E.I. Humane Society,
one of the member groups of the P.E.I.
Companion Animal Welfare Initiative

(CAWI). Animal Talk is a monthly column
in The Guardian produced by CAWI, the

goal of which is to improve the welfare of
owned and unowned companion animals
on P.E.I. CAWI consists of the P.E.I. Humane

Society, SpayAid, Cat Action Team, P.E.I.
Veterinary Medical Association, P. E.I.

Department of Agriculture and Forestry,
and Sir James Dunn Animal Welfare Centre
at the Atlantic Veterinary College. Links to
each of these groups are at gov.pe.ca/agri-
culture/CAWI. Readers are invited to send

questions related to the well-being of
owned and unowned companion animals

to cawipei@gmail.com.

This Netherland dwarf bunny, Fran, was abandoned in an apartment and found in emaciated condi-
tion by the upstairs tenant. Brought to the PEIHS, she was adopted by Nick Mullen (with Fran, above)
and now lives as an indoor house rabbit with a litter box and no cage. 
PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY ERIN MULLEN

Liam enjoys bedtime snuggles with big sisters Andi-Lee and Janie Reardon. Liam, from the P.E.I. Humane Society, came to live with
the Reardon family last year and has fit perfectly into an otherwise dog family. To quote Janie, “Liam is a perfect cat. He doesn’t
hiss, scratch or bite. We love him.” PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY BOBBIJO REARDON

Happy endings

Top 5 things to do if you
find a dog or cat 
u 1. Always assume the animal is

lost and has a home. Call the P.E.I.
Humane Society to file a Found
report. They can let you know if
anyone has filed a missing report,
and match the two of you up. At
this time you can also decide if
you want to bring in the animal,
and sign it over as a stray

u 2. Call the local radio stations,
and they will make an on-air
announcement. 

u 3. Check with surrounding
neighbours. 

u 4. Post the lost animal’s picture
on your Facebook page or Tweet
about it.

u 5. Take the animal to the near-
est veterinary clinic or humane
society to be scanned for a
microchip. A microchip will con-
tain the owner’s contact informa-
tion.
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There are a number of humane 
alternatives to this ongoing problem


