
It is important to play nice

We love our dogs.
We recognize that they

are social creatures and it is
important for their well-
being that we provide them
opportunities to socialize
with others of their own
kind.

One way is to take them
to an off-leash dog park,
where they can meet and

play with
dogs of dif-
ferent char-
acter and
size. One
m i g h t
a s s u m e
that any
dog will
have a won-
derful time
at a dog
park, given
the social-

ization, play time and exer-
cise in a rich environment.

However, there are things
to consider so that all con-
cerned will have the best
experience possible.

In taking your children to
a play group, you may ask
yourself, will the other chil-
dren be a good influence?
Do my children have good
manners and will they be a
good influence on others?
These are important ques-
tions in order for children to
learn good behaviour and
grow into well-rounded and
successful adults.

The same applies for
dogs. We want our dogs to
be well mannered and
attentive and not to embar-
rass us. So, when taking our
dogs to socialize with other
dogs, it is helpful to know

If you are looking for
information on dog parks

u Contact the P.E.I.
Humane Society dog park in
Charlottetown. Go to
www.peihumanesociety.com
/dog-park-membership. The
site includes tips for dog
park petiquette.

u Some other P.E.I.
municipalities have opened
dog parks as well (e.g., Sum-
merside and Cornwall).
Check with your municipali-
ty.

u Here is a video about
behaviours to watch for in
dog parks, At the Dog Park -
The Importance of Partici-
pating,
http://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=9Az6K1wZGb8 (Sue
Sternberg, Great Dog Pro-
ductions)
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Ben Kenney, Brianna Tobin and Catherine Herlihy enjoy the P.E.I. Humane Society dog park with dogs
Peep and Lydia. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY LINDA LUCKER

This fall family portrait includes Natasha and Nathan Gauteau and their loving and loyal
German Shepherd mix, Rowen, adopted from the P.E.I. Humane Society in July 2012. The
Gauteaus are registered users of the PEIHS dog park located behind the shelter on Sher-
wood Road in Charlottetown. They say the $20 annual fee provides a safe, enclosed area
where they can socialize Rowen and meet other dog lovers like themselves. 
PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN BY JENNIFER MCQUAID

Tribute enjoys the shade at a
dog park. PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE
GUARDIAN BY BRIANNA TOBIN
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that dogs use verbal and
non-verbal ways (behaviour,
body language) to commu-
nicate. And we need to
understand what their
behaviour portrays and
what they are trying to tell
us.

Keeping this in mind, we
need to be aware of the envi-
ronment, including other
dogs and humans, at the

dog park. Maybe it is very
crowded and you know that
your dog is a little shy and
may do better in smaller
groups. Maybe there are
large dogs and you have a
small breed that may be
hurt by the mere size differ-
ence during play.

Observe the owners —
are they aware of their own
dogs and checking in with

them every so
often? Treats, toys
or anything that
may cause compe-
tition between
dogs can lead to an
undesirable occur-
rence. It is best to
avoid these types
of situations to

ensure the most posi-
tive experience for everyone
involved.

Recall is very important.
Will your dog come to you
when called away from
interaction with other dogs?
A strong recall with your
dog will diffuse troublesome
situations or just give your
dog time to calm down, and
is an important safety meas-
ure under any circum-
stances. A dog park is an
ideal place to practise your
recall and reward your dog
for coming to you, at first

when the park is empty and
then with increasing dis-
tractions.

Does your dog want to be
at the dog park? By observ-
ing your dog’s behaviour, we
can look for cues that can
tell us whether they are
enjoying themselves.

Do they readily interact
with the other dogs or prefer
to spend time alone? We
don’t always get along with
everyone and neither do our
dogs. Perhaps your dog
would prefer to be at the
park when there are only a
few other dogs but they can
still get lots of exercise.

Once we understand
canine body language, we
can then consider what
behaviours dogs show dur-
ing play. What is good play
versus bad play?

Some dogs are naturally
loud and raucous when they
interact with other dogs, but
when does it become too
much? We do not want our
dogs to experience or learn
overwhelming behaviours
such as body bashing,
rolling, pinning, humping,
group chasing or bullying. If
your dog is continually
harassing another dog or
being harassed, you need to
step in immediately and
reassess. Perhaps it is best
for your dog, and/or other
dogs that you leave the park
and try again at a quieter
time.

The dog park can be a
wonderful place for your
dog to socialize with other
dogs that are socially adept,
and for you to learn about
canine language and behav-
iour and meet other dog
lovers like yourself. Body
language in dogs is very rich

and speaks volumes, and it
is a wonderful thing to be
fluent in dog language. The
better you understand your
dog, the more rewarding
will be your relationship.

Next month in Animal
Talk: Issues with elderly pets

Brianna Tobin is is a veterinary student at
the Atlantic Veterinary College and a click-
er trainer at the P.E.I. Humane Society, one
of the member groups of the PEI Compan-
ion Animal Welfare Initiative (CAWI). Ani-

mal Talk is a monthly column in The
Guardian produced by CAWI, the goal of

which is to improve the welfare of owned
and unowned companion animals on P.E.I.
CAWI consists of the P.E.I. Humane Society,
SpayAid, Cat Action Team, P.E.I. Veterinary
Medical Association, P.E.I. Department of
Agriculture and Forestry, and Sir James

Dunn Animal Welfare Centre at the
Atlantic Veterinary College. Links to each
of these groups are at gov.pe.ca/agricul-
ture/CAWI. Readers are invited to send
questions related to the well-being of

owned and unowned companion animals
to cawipei@gmail.com.


