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A message from the President
David MacNearney
Well, the blossom looks good on the vines and the bees are buzzin’. Our protectants are
on and we really hope the risk of frost has finally past. Some of our thoughts have inevitably turned to the “price”. The predominant feeling is that we can’t do anything about it.
Unfortunately, the greatest negative impact on price can often be the result of any individual’s activity(s) on farm.
Most of us are old enough to remember the Alar scare. Some apple products were found
to have a residue of the ripening agent and it was implicated as a “probable carcinogen”.
The amount of exposure required to be a risk remains controversial. Facts are debatable
and subject to clarification by scientific studies that take time. What isn’t debatable is that
apple consumption, sales and prices fell globally, and took years to recover.
While it is impossible to predict, and therefore avoid, any industry’s worst nightmare (think
domoic acid and Island Blue Mussels) we can accumulate capital in the form of consumer
(and media) good will. I urge all our members to be professional, all day, every day. Apply your protectants according to label instructions and observe public and personal
safety precautions. Pay attention to all the details and try to think of potential negative
consequences. Remember that we can all be tarnished by one individual’s deeds or misdeeds. The best thing we can do to influence price to avoid a disaster.
I’ve dealt with accountability, so lets talk a bit about traceability. This is the ability for all in
the supply chain to prove on an ongoing basis that you are running a tight ship. Proof
means that you have records.
The Federal government is in the process of creating a “Safe Food For Canadians Act”.
This will involve at least 17 other pieces of legislation and will require everyone that produces food of any kind that crosses a provincial border to be operating from a licensed
facility. This would have to be renewed every two years. At present, we are not sure
whether this burden will be shouldered by the processors alone or by the primary producers as well.
The Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC) has a voluntary Food Safety Program
(CanadaGAP) that is recognized as world class. It was developed by farmers to be used
by farmers. At it’s AGM in March, CHC has passed a resolution that negotiations be initiated with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to have CanadaGAP, or any other
equivalent farm food safety program be accepted as an alternative, and that participants
in such programs be automatically accepted as compliant with the new Act.
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Hope you all can make it to the field day on July 10. All the best for season.

Check out the updated website:
www.peiwildblueberries.com and we are now on
Facebook www.facebook/peiblueberries.com

Blueberry Bio
In 2004, David MacNearney and his wife, Kathleen, bought 280 acres of land that had been
cleared and levelled for blueberry production in
1999 and 2000. It is located in the Bristol/West
St. Peters area (close to the Wyman’s plant). It
has been harvested every year since but only the
last two cycles have approached a 1 ton /acre
yield. The MacNearneys had been exploring
various business ideas and opportunities in PEI
and choose blueberries as the best option based
on the surety of a return on investment even
given the significant lag period between investment and positive cash flow/profitability. Dave
reiterates that “Farmers have to be patient”. Bristol Berry Farm also raises honeybees
and are currently managing 200 colonies.

Do you have a ‘field shot’ to share with the newsletter or on the
website? Please forward images to amiem@peifa.ca with a
caption and photo credit.

Member Survey Summary
During the AGM held in April we asked members to complete a survey to
tell us what challenges you are facing and what direction should the organization be going in. 64 people completed the survey. Thank you for
taking the time to complete the survey. Survey resulted included:



Weeds are one of the greatest challenges facing growers



84% of you agree or strongly agree with the direction of the organization



The one of the main expectations of the PEIWBGA is research into
higher yields



44% of you think research should be the organizations highest priory



Focus of research should be weed management $43% and Insect
management 47%



Pollination and fungicides were the areas of highest interest for educational workshops



The website and text messages were rated the highest for information delivery methods



82% attend the PEIWBGA AGM regularly in order to learn and network



The most preferred (26%) was a day long weekday meetings for the
AGM

This a brief summary of the survey results if you would like more
details please contact amiem@peifa.ca

David’s previous career as a fish hatchery manager and plastics manufacturing manager led
them to live in Cape Breton, Pictou, Bishop Falls,
Newfoundland and eventually brought them to
lovely Prince Edward Isle. Dave’s work has always been interesting with awesome fringe benefits (Arctic Char, Salmon and Styro coolers) but
nothing compares to wild blueberries. His life is
now filled with blueberries, honey and some of
the best people he has ever met.
In each Newsletter we will be sharing a Blueberry Bio with you on an Island Grower, if you
would like to submit a bio please e-mail Amie
Swallow MacDonald at amiem@peifa.ca

Recipe Contest
We would love to see your favorite blueberry recipes and share
them on our website. Wild blueberry recipes from wild blueberry
growers. Submit your recipe to
amiem@peifa.ca by September 15
to have your name put in for a
draw for a gift basket.

Insect ID Resources:
Provincial Government,
Dept of Forestry & Agriculture:

Chris Jordan, Berry
Crop Development Officer,
Provincial Apiarist

By: Stephanie Compton, P.Ag
Agrologist for Morell River Mgt. Co-Op

Have you found an insect, or worse, a
whole bunch of insects, in your crop and
wondered how to prepare a sample for
identification? Read on to discover the
simple tools for collecting and submitting
a suspicious insect.

by adjusting the distance to your subject
until the autofocus creates a sharp image
Take more than one picture, then use
the zoom function to select the best images
Photograph the insect from the top
(looking straight down) and the side, if
possible

Blueberry Crop
Scouting Services

The Insect Scouting Tool Kit

Wyman’s & Sons Ltd



If you have a data plan on your phone,
email or text the image to your specialist.
Appropriate trap or collection method Alternately, you can post and share your
image through programs such as Instagram, Dropbox, Google Drive, or Flickr .
Small vials or bottles



Rubbing alcohol



Tweezers



Small paint brush



Hand lens or magnifying glass



Plastic ‘Ziploc’ bags and tissue



White container (wet samples) or
white paper (dry samples) to examine insects

contract arrangement

Phoenix Agricultural
Services
contract arrangement

A&L Labs
contract arrangement

PEI Horticulture
Association
contract arrangement

For more information on
Crop Scouting methods,
join us at the PEI Wild
Blueberry Field Day, July
10th in Savage Harbour,
PEI. The Crop Scouting
Workshop will be held in
the afternoon.



Use autofocus and natural lighting

To submit a sample to a specialist:

All insects can be immersed into rubbing
Pencil to label the samples with
date, location, your name, host plant alcohol, placed in a tight plastic bottle.
and details including the type of
Alcohol works well for larvae or soft boddamage
ied insects. Wet samples may be difficult
to identify because the sample can begin
Tips for Macro Photography with to degrade. Alcohol will preserve the
your Smartphone
specimen. Dry samples can be collected
Seek diffused natural light that won’t cast into a plastic ‘Ziploc’ bag. I often use a
shadows, but is bright enough that the
tissue inside the bag to prevent the samflash is not necessary
ple from being crushed. Live insects can
Place (live) dry sample in the freezer for be placed in a freezer to kill them without
a few minutes to kill (or slow) the insect damaging the specimen. Label your
sample with your contact information.
Using tweezers and/or paintbrush, arrange the insect on a plain white background beside a ruler with a millimeter
measurement


Select “autofocus” on the smartphone
and turn off flash if necessary
Prop elbows on a steady surface or use
a mount for the smartphone to reduce
camera shake, then find the focal length

Include details such as plant host– in this case,

News & Events
PEI Events
PEI Field Day—July 10 10:00am—2:00pm
Terance and Marion MacDonald , 3141 Savage Harbour Rd
Weed Wiping Training Session
July 15 7-9pm Rodd Royalty Hotel
Register by July 11 368-415 or 368-4880
Cost $75

Nova Scotia Events

Local Producers
If you have a u-pick facility or
sell your product locally at
farmer’s markets, etc please
contact us. We are putting
together a list of local producers to discuss some local promotion opportunities
Contact Amie 368-7289 or

amiem@peifa.ca

NS Field Day—July 19 Sargent’s Receiving Shed, Parrsboro

New Brunswick Events
NB Field Day—July 12 Granite Town Farms, St-George

Maine Events
Maine Field Day - July 16th
Blueberry Hill Farm
Wild Blueberry Research & Extension Facility
Jonesboro, Maine
For more information about events please check our website www.peiwildblueberries.com

Contact Us!
Have you checked out the
PEI
W ild
Blueberry
Grower's website lately? Not
only does the website provide fabulous recipes staring
wild blueberries and a point
of contact for the public to
our association, the website
also provides members with
a copy of our Association
bylaws, copies of past newsletters, a detailed database
for weed identification, factsheets, the Strategic Plan,
videos, and links to additional resources.
For more information about
your Association, check out
our website:www.peiwildblueberries.
com
Or contact a board members
directly:
President - Dave MacNearney 902.838.4204
Treasurer- John Handrahan
902.882.3432
Vice– President Stephanie
Compton 902.676.2434
Office—368-7289

For more information
on events
check outComptom
www.peiwildblueberries.com
Association
Vice-president
Stephanie
giving out frozen wild blueberry and blue puree at the Ag & Forestry Fun Day on June 4. Thank you to Wyman’s and PEI Berries for their donations.
Submissions & contributions to the newsletter are welcome additions! Please forward ideas/articles/photos/
events to Amie Swallow MacDonald: amiem@peifa.ca

