
Bonshaw Hills Public Lands Sub-committee (BHPLS-C) 

Responses to Feedback from the Public Regarding the Draft (March 2015) “Management Plan for 

Bonshaw Hills Expanded Park Properties” 

 

Recommendation #19 from the original Bonshaw Hills Public Lands Committee (BHPLC) management recommendations 

document stated that “The public should be given an opportunity to comment on the specific management plans over the 

coming year as they are developed”. In keeping with that sentiment, a draft of the plan covering land parcels identified for 

inclusion in an expanded provincial park was posted for public comment in March 2015. The BHPL Sub-committee 

received a number of helpful comments and suggestions from 13 individuals. What follows is a summary of that public 

input and the sub-committee’s responses regarding incorporation into the final management plan. The input often dealt 

with similar subject matter and so it has been divided loosely into categories here.  

  



 

Public Input to Process and Management 

 

Comment Response 

Suggestion:  an ongoing public organization 
like "friends of bonshaw park" could assist 
with conservation efforts and fundraising 

The concept of a "friends of the park" society is being added to 
section 6 (partnerships) of the management plan. The park will likely 
need enthusiastic volunteers; there will be a need to supervise work 
and ensure adherence to the management plan. 

Suggestions:  
an email newsletter for people to subscribe 
to for updates related to the work of the 
committee 
use sign-up sheets from meetings to follow 
up with people who attend meetings 

The current system for communicating with the public on the work of 
the sub-committee is online updates on the DTIRE website. DTIRE 
could introduce a comments section to this system and/or a 
subscription system. 

Question: is Tourism an active participant of 
this project? 

The Department of Tourism and Culture does sit on the sub-
committee and has since last fall. Their representative is Shane 
Arbing from Provincial Parks. 

Suggestion: a citizen should be added to the 
committee 

The sub-committee has been meeting for 1.5 years and was part of a 
larger Bonshaw Hills Public Lands committee for another year before 
that. We feel that the work at hand is well advanced. We also point 
out that there are three local citizens who currently sit on the sub-
committee: Todd Dupuis, Megan Harris and Jackie Waddell. Part of 
their role is to represent local interests. Where there are specific kinds 
of expertise or knowledge needed, the sub-committee has made it a 
practice to invite those people to sub-committee meetings where their 
knowledge is required for an agenda item. 

Comment: appreciates the participatory 
process 

 

 



Tree Planting, Forest Management 

 

Comment Response 

Suggestion: trimming of oak trees at 
Bonshaw day park needed 

The sub-committee was unaware that the small grove of young red oak 
and other native trees immediately adjacent to where the old swing set was 
taken out were the beginnings of an old tree nursery area. While we gather 
from public input that these trees were originally meant to be planted out 
elsewhere, they are now too large to move. We will endeavour to retain 
these when the new playground is built. They should have the grass 
removed and be retained in a bark-chipped area, as there has been some 
mower damage to their base trunks. Also, they are now planted too close 
to each other; some thinning may be required to save the healthiest ones 

Suggestion: forest management 
needed at entrance to trail from day 
park 

There is a strip of land leading up from the existing day park along the 
highway that is well suited to under-planting with other Acadian tree 
species and the figure 4.2 will be modified to label this as zone III for forest 
management. There is, however, a need to balance tidying of brush / blow-
downs with the needs of wildlife for these important structural elements of 
habitat; hence standing dead trees and partial blow-downs should be 
maintained as they are unless there is a safety issue with proximity to trails. 
A sentence to this effect has been added to the end of section 4.1 

Suggestion: request consideration of 
allowances for goats to use the 
grassland area to help with weed 
control/vegetation management 

The use of livestock in a natural setting with NAPA designation produces 
an unacceptable level of risk 

Comment: glad to see focus on 
improving riparian zone  
Follow-up suggestion: use limited 
resources to prioritize plantings over 
trail construction 

The hope is that forest restoration and trail building will occur 
simultaneously 

 



Playground & Day Park Area 

 

Comment Response 

Comment: great improvement in 
proposed park over old park  
Suggestion: consider a "playscape" 
more intergrated into natural landscape;  
rope swing in trees, poles for making a 
den, fallen tree trunk as balance beam... 

The idea of having some play structures part-way down the trail is great. 
The sub-committee will explore what is possible where the lands 
surrounding the original day park area will be designated under NAPA. 
NAPA legislation does not allow buildings or structures but should allow for 
some natural play elements along the first part of the trail. A sentence to 
this effect has been added to the paragraph discussing the playground. 

Comment: likes the boulders and logs 
Suggestion: use a local artisan to 
construct 

The sub-committee is looking for as many ways as possible to create the 
playground with natural materials and had intended to design and make the 
climbing structure from wood, but the source and type of wood must be a 
compromise between local-sourced and long-lasting as well as CSA-
approved. The longevity factor narrows the possibilities.  

Comment: ok with the natural 
playground concept but can't beat slides 
and merry go round 

The sub-committee is committed to the natural play concept. The slide 
would be difficult to create from something other than plastic but we 
continue to work with Recreation PEI to explore options. 

Concern: parking area is too limited The parking lots are admittedly small for these parklands. However, in the 
immediate area of Bonshaw, there will be three choices for parking - 
Crosby's Mill, the day park and the area to the immediate south of the TCH. 
Also, the equestrian grounds parking lot is available when there is no 
equestrian event which is currently a good portion of the time. Expansion of 
these areas is not planned. 

Suggestion: work with Council of 
Persons with Disabilities on wheelchair 
accessibility to park and at least some of 
the trails 

The sub-committee is in contact with disability professionals and plan to 
make the first part of the main trail stem wheelchair accessible 

Comment: positive feedback on the 
bathroom facilities 

 

 



Trail Design & Maintenance 

 

Comment Response 

Comments/concerns on design: 
(1) 19km is about the right amount of 

trails; likes the idea of a range of 
difficulty of trails 

(2) 19kms is too much trail; concerns 
with upkeep 

(3) trail design is confusing 
(4) concerned about density of trails 

The concept for the trail design was to try and find a compromise between 
conservation of ecologically sensitive land and recreation. Public input 
indicates that some feel the conceptual design has too much trail while 
others feel it is the right amount. As the trail-building progresses it is 
possible that some suggested trails will be deemed too impactful on the 
land and will be moved or dropped. 

Concern / suggestions: 
(1) allowances should be made for 

walking/hiking only trails to 
accommodate young children 

(2) too much biking trail at 19km;  
separate walking and cycling trails 

(3) family trail of about 5 km on the first 
section of trail - walkers only on this 
section with a parallel mountain bike 
trail 

(4) family trail and wheelchair 
accessibility 

(5) designated child and family trails with 
no bikes 

Having said the above, there appears to be no appetite for increasing the 
number of trails to allow more single-use - either biking only or hiking only. 
The intent always was to have some of the shorter loops (like the Prince's 
trail) to be signed as hiking only for family use. That said, it is not possible 
to make whole loops single use because the main trail spine must be multi-
use. Putting two trails in close proximity and parallel does not meet our 
"conservation values first" principle. The first part of the main spine is also 
planned to be wheelchair accessible. 

Suggestion: only a couple of key trails 
be constructed first, with follow-up 
assessment of impact and utilization 

Trail construction will likely occur in phases, as budgets and resources 
allow. 

Suggestion: name trails for properties, 
trees, plants and/or historical names of 
families of the community 

The sub-committee is currently working on trail naming and will consider 
specific suggestions from the public. 



Comment Response 

Suggestion: incorporate natural log 
benches 

Some seating may be incorporated provided that maintenance costs can be 
minimized. 

Suggestion: 
(1) connect Bonshaw Park trails to the 

Appin Road trails including 
suspension bridge, floating bridge or 
other suitable structure   

(2) at the northern end of the trail where 
the river isn't very wide, there is an 
existing trail to the river; by adding a 
bridge connection to the Bolger Park 
Road it would allow a link to the old 
Bonshaw Trail (Appin Road system) 

(3) serious consideration should be 
given to a river crossing to link new 
trails with existing trails on west side 
of the river (Bolger Park Road area) 

The idea of building a second river crossing to connect the trail system with 
another trail system between Bolger Park Rd and Appin Rd was considered 
by the sub-committee. While not ruling it out, the nature of the terrain in this 
area is such that it would be very expensive to build anything along that 
part of the river without negatively impacting on the ecology of the riparian 
and river ecosystems. The topography is either very steep right to the very 
edge of the river or very steep leading down to a wide, wet flood plain. In 
either case, to prevent impacting on the river and riparian zone would 
require a high, long bridge, most likely a suspension bridge. The cost of 
such a structure is estimated at several hundred thousand dollars. 

Suggestion:  
(1) use volunteers to assist trail layout 

and design   
(2) volunteers could be used to assist on 

volunteer days 

The use of volunteers to help with trail maintenance has been discussed 
and is alluded to in section 6. Cycling PEI has committed to trail upkeep for 
the near future and would coordinate trail working bees. 

Concern: cost of trail upkeep will not be 
factored into ongoing budget 
 

Maintenance of trails has been an issue elsewhere in the province and the 
sub-committee has discussed this. Section 6 discusses the need for 
partnerships to undertake long-term management and this would be one 
area where that applies. Currently such partnerships include Cycling PEI 
which has committed to trail upkeep. 

 

  



Directional & Interpretive Signage 

 

Comment Response 

Suggestions for interpretive signage:  
(1) consider interpretation of tree and 

plant species and historical 
information 

(2) consider using smart technology for 
interpretation and mapping 

An interpretive signage concept is currently being developed by the sub-
committee that would see three main interpretive signs at the footbridge, 
park entrance in Bonshaw and Strathgartney Park. Two of these would 
have trail system maps and information on a code of care. The other 
would be more focused on land use history and ecology. All three would 
also have QR technology for smart-phones to allow access to more 
detailed interpretive web-based information.  

Suggestions for directional signage: 
(1) paper maps  
(2) color-coded trail signage  
(3) clear signage is of upmost importance 
(4) marked/coloured coding system with 

"where you are" and "where you can 
go" 

The trail system will have smaller signs that use an international, universal 
colour and symbol coding for trail difficulty. Trail signs will also have 
lengths in kilometres and trail loops will be individually named. Paper 
maps will be available on site at trail-heads. 

General suggestions: 
(1) non-ugly signs requested 
(2) low key and kept to a minimum 

The idea is to balance the potential for sign clutter with the principle to 
promote nature education; thus, signs on the ground will be limited to 
basic bones information on trails, ecosystems and heritage while 
providing electronic access to expanded information. 

 

 

  



Boat Launch Area 

 

Comment Response 

Suggestion: 
(1) a speed boat restriction to provide a 

safe canoe/kayak area with no 
disturbance to wildlife 

(2) why not more substantial "wharf" to be 
constructed by baptist church 

(3) not opposed to a more substantial boat 
launch- would like more information / 
what infrastructure is required 

A slip for larger power boats is available at the Dunedin Bridge 
downstream. A second slip here was not considered because of the multi-
use nature of this spot and because some public comments favoured a 
motor-free zone above the TCH bridge on the river.  

Suggestion: boulders from TCH project 
could be placed to stop cars from getting 
too close to the bank; TLC needed for the 
area including garbage cans (2014 
celebration zone garbage dumpsters are 
currently being stored at the industrial 
park)   

The parking area and river edge adjacent does need some restructuring 
to stabilize the area and eliminate erosion issues. A sentence to this effect 
has been added to the paragraph relating to the boat launch area in 
section 5. 

Concern: re-consider location of access - 
grassy path, difficulty for seniors to carry 
boat any distance 

The area just south of the TCH bridge is popular for both anglers and 
boaters. It is important that the space be shared and that is why the sub-
committee originally thought to separate the two user groups by placing 
the launch area down a short path. However, we are investigating the 
possibility of a small floating dock just south of the highway bridge for 
canoeists and kayakers.  

Comment: canoe/kayak/bike rentals is 
interesting concept 

 

Comment: positive feedback on 
canoe/kayak launch 

 

 



Motorized Vehicle Access 

 

Comment Response 

Concern: motorized vehicle access and the 
ability of the province to enforce; suggests 
using volunteer conservation guardians to 
deal with this issue 

The policing of off-road vehicles is an issue of concern to all. The sub-
committee is trying to address it by pinching the trail-heads and creating 
mostly single-track trails that are not navigable by ATVs. The possibility 
of creating a "friends of the park" society could help with this as well. 
Should there be a need, it is also possible to periodically use trail-cams 
in enforcement blitzes. 

Comment: keeping motorized vehicles off 
is great 

 

 

 

Consumptive Uses 

 

Comment Response 

Suggestion: no hunting, guns or bows This is consistent with the policy of provincial parks and would not be 
different here. 

Suggestion: ban all consumptive uses - no 
fishing at the Bonshaw bridge itself or the 
Green Road footbridge 

Fishing on the Green Rd footbridge can be deterred through signage, 
but the river reaches to either side as well as the area below the TCH 
bridge are popular angling areas. Shared use of these areas is important 
to add value to the recreational element of the park and is inherent in the 
multi-use trails as well. 

 

  



Dogs 

 

Comment Response 

Question: how to deal with conflicts 
between dogs and ecologically important 
areas 

Park policy is that dogs must be on leash. 

 

 

Land Protection & NAPA Designation 

 

Comment Response 

Question: in addition to NAPA protection 
for public lands, was consideration given 
to approaching adjacent landowners to 
discuss protection and buffers? 

The issue of private land management is a sensitive one and the sub-
committee has been reluctant to enter into conversations regarding other 
private lands in the area unless it is to purchase additional connecting 
lands for the park. The conversation about a biosphere is one that could 
be initiated with municipal councils and the province for the area but is 
really a larger issue of land use planning. 

Question: regarding operational plans - will 
you have to change NAPA plans? 

The NAPA-TAC committee is waiting until this management plan is 
finalized before finalizing the NAPA management plan documents and 
designation. This will allow for consistency between the 2 documents. 

 

 

  



Camping & Other Trail Use 

 

Comment Response 

Suggestions: 
(1) no-trace camping should be allowed or 

set up a few camping pads; ‘No Fire’ 
policy 

(2) allow and promote low impact camping 
(3) wilderness camping should be allowed 

There is allowance for low impact camping in this plan and the NAPA 
plan but only if resources are made available to manage it 

Suggestion: group hiking should be 
encouraged- partner with GO PEI and 
Island Trails 

This speaks again to partnerships, which are covered in section 6. Trail 
use by organized groups will hopefully occur on the group's initiatives 

Suggestion: groom ski trails in winter Groomed ski trails are expensive to maintain and would require 
motorized access to the trails in winter. Most of the single track trails 
would not be navigable by a snowmobile groomer and no trails would 
likely be navigable by a larger CAT groomer. 

 

  



Miscellaneous Comments and Suggestions 

Comment Response 

Comment: would like additional 
information on the concept of restoring the 
wetlands beside the day park 

The wetlands between the grassed area of the day park and the river are 
reclaimed river, created when the TCH bridge was rebuilt in the early 
1990s. They are slowly filling in with speckled alder and other vegetation 
and will ultimately be seasonally wet riparian margin rather than wetland. 
The concept was to dig out small areas to create some pond habitat 
surrounded by marsh. There would remain a ribbon of land between the 
wetland and the river so there would be no impact on the river itself. A 
sentence to this effect has been added to section 5. 

Suggestion: PID 737163 seems a 
gap….adding this parcel to the park would 
provide a larger area for trails and wildlife 

A portion of PID 737163 that spans the river and riparian margin has 
been purchased by the Province to provide a connection between other 
land parcels for people and wildlife. This purchase was underway at the 
time of the plan release for public comment and could not be disclosed 
at that time for reasons of landowner privacy. 

Suggestion: what about the inclusion of 
land donated by the Gibson & MacRae 
families for expansion of day park?   

The Gibson - MacRae parcel of land is opposite the day park but on the 
other side of the river and Green Rd. While it is a parcel of public land it 
is not connected to the other parcels. As such, there doesn't seem to be 
great value for people or wildlife in adding it to the park. It would also not 
receive any further protection by doing so. 

Question: can funds garnered from forest 
management (strip-cutting, patch cutting) 
be reinvested into the park or will it go into 
general revenue? 

The sub-committee continues to investigate this and will endeavour to 
keep these funds separate from general revenue. 

Concern: about parking at the Baptist 
church on Sundays 

The parking area south of the TCH currently used by anglers and 
church-goers will be worked on to address erosion issues. In so doing, 
the design as a parking area would be improved upon. Park users will be 
encouraged to use the day park parking area as a first choice. 

Question: What are the economic spinoffs 
to community? 

This lies outside of the mandate of the sub-committee and is a question 
for the municipal council to investigate. 

 


