


 
                  A  Traditional Island Industry 

Our Island waters  
produce the best 

shellfish in the 
world 

 The PEI wild 
public fishery 

has remained a 
productive 

Island industry  
for 150 years 

The PEISA has been the 
voice for the wild 

shellfishery industry 
since 1970 

The wild public fishery :   oyster, soft 
shell clams, bar clams and quahogs. 
We supply 75 %  to 80 % 0f  all adult 

oyster going to market.  100% of clams 
and quahogs 

Wild public oyster fishers 
still fish in the traditional 

methods  of their ancestors, 
using hand held tongs 



 
 
 



 

Our mandate 
   represent the Wild public fishery 
   Educate, advocate and inform  
   engage with Government and other relevant 
   organizations to ensure sustainability 
   Facilitate the successful operation of the oyster 
   development ( our signature activity ) project 
 



 
Grow and replenish oyster spat to wild public 
fishing beds across PEI 
Provide education and training that assist in the 
future growth of our Industry 
Monitor shellfish grounds across PEI for issues 
that need to be addressed 
Engage with fishers, government, and other 
relevant agencies in the best interest of the Island 
Shellfish Industry 
 
 





 As shell fishers we must keep our Island water 
in pristine conditions, its vital to  the  future 
sustainability of our Industry. As members of 
the larger PEI community, we also care about 
clean drinking water, proper waste water 
management, proper planning for long term 
deep water wells and an active process that  will 
protects all of the above  

We are all part of a Industry driven community on PEI 



       Environmental stewardship 

 The responsible use and 
protection of the natural 
environment through 
conservation and sustainable 
practices. 



Since the 1970’s people have been talking about the need 
for land management planning on PEI. 
The PEISA supports a water act that addresses these issue 
 
NITRATE LEVELS 
SOIL ERIOSON 
BUFFER ZONES 
POLLUTION CONTROL 
INFASTRUCTURE : LONG TERM PLANNING THAT CONSIDERS THE  WATER AND  
IT’S SURROUNDING ENVIROMENTS 
INFASTRUCTURE: LONG TERM PLANNING FOR SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS  
THAT TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
COMMUNITIES AND THE WATER WAYS THAT SURROUND IT. 
LONG TERM INPLICATIONS OF LIFTING THE CURRENT MORTIMUN ON DEEP 
WATER WELLS 
ENFORCEMENT OF ENVIROMENTAL REGULATIONS 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION AND AWARENESS ON WATER QUALITY 
 
 
 
 



S0il  EROSION  FACTS 

The vulnerability of a field to soil erosion is dependent on a number of    
    factors: 
   The climatic conditions of the area      
   The proportion of sand, silt and clay sized particles in a particular soil 
   The organic matter level  
   The water permeability of the soil 
   The length and slope of the field 
   The amount of crop rotation 
   The direction of cultivation

We have a large agricultural industry on PEI, soil erosion has to  be managed in a 
way that  eliminate  or controls  soil run off into our shellfish harvesting  Bays and 
Rivers.  Transportation Construction, in and around  water areas also  needs  to 
be managed to prevent soil erosion from closing fishing  area activity. 

 
 



 
 

 Soil is deposited either in low areas of the field or it moves off the farm and 
eventually enters drainage ditches, streams or rivers.  Soil that enters a watercourse 
reduces water quality, reduces the efficiency of drainage systems and the storage 
capacity of water systems.  Soil that settles in water systems is called sediment.  
Accumulation of sediment often requires that it be cleared out manually, which costs 
money. Sediment is considered to be a major pollutant.  It can inhibit fish spawning 
and block the sunlight necessary to plant life. Increased runoff of chemical and 
nutrients from farmers fields  will cause the depletion and eventual destruction of 
shellfish beds on PEI 
 



 



                     The sad but true facts



 This picture was taken in North River shortly after a fish kill of over a 
thousand fish, it was suspected that pesticides were the cause 

 Did you know that farmers on PEI use over 18 pounds of pesticides per 
person, compared to  a 3 pounds average across Canada.   

 We recognize the need for Farmers to work and make a living . It has to be 
done without damage and loss to other primary industries on PEI 

       Can we not work together to implement the best possible farming practices 
 

 



Eutrophication – “The process by which a body of water acquires a high 
concentration of nutrients, especially phosphates and nitrates. These 
typically promote excessive growth of algae. As the algae die and 
decompose, high levels of organic matter and the decomposing organisms 
deplete the water of available oxygen, causing the death of other 
organisms, such as fish. 
 
Anoxia – Anoxic Event: Anoxia is a lack of oxygen caused by excessive 
nutrients in waterways which triggers algae growth. When the plants die 
and decay, oxygen is stripped from the water, which then turns green or 
milky white and gives off a strong rotten egg odour.  The lack of oxygen is 
often deadly for invertebrates, fish and shellfish. 
 
 



.  Sea lettuce can be found in every estuary in Pei.  It has been found 
that some areas are easier to manage than others.  Public shell fishers 
use tonging techniques to harvest oysters “on bottom) Sea lettuce 
catches and rests on the oyster beds.  When fishers are able to tong 
these areas on a regular basis….they are continually  breaking  up the 
lettuce thus the tide flow is decreased in these areas so in effect the sea 
lettuce is unable to flush.  
 
 
.   When the sea lettuce becomes too thick, the oysters on the bottom 
basically smother…these beds die and are never recovered.  There is 
no shell for the natural run of oyster larvae (spat) to connect to – so 
these beds cannot be revitalized.  At low tides, the sea lettuce “bakes” in 
the sun …our resources on the bottom do not have a chance – largely 
due to the shallow waters on our North Shore.  
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Fishers are taken out of shellfish harvesting areas when there is  a 
sewage treatment plant dump, a weather event that causes run off 
from cultivated fields (soil /pesticide ) or run off from construction 
sites.  
We are never compensated  for the loss to our Industry ! 
These instances cause shell fishers to relocate to other areas to earn 
a living, putting additional stress on other shell fishing areas across 
PEI. The cost associated with longer travel time often reduces the 
fishers ability to earn a decent wage. 
We are known in the World market place for our high quality 
shellfish, these type of incidents could diminish our ability to insure 
continued consumer confidence in our product The water act has to 
address issues that directly impact the livelihood of Island shell 
fishers. We need environmental protection for the future success of 
our public shell fishery.  

  
  

CCFishe 

  



Each year fishers are 
displaced from Island 
oyster beds, due to 
dumping or overflow 
from sewage treatment 
plants.  
Each year inadequate 
waste removal from peat 
moss harvesting  plants  
smother pieces of a once 
productive shellfish river  

Each year pesticides enter 
our rivers and bays  
Each year shellfish spat 
(larva) is lost to heavy silt 
concertation, smothered 
by excessive sea plant 
growth from  high nitrate 
levels 
Each we watch our ability 
to remain sustainable 
become threatened more 
and more 



We acknowledge the  tremendous investment on 
PEI by our Agriculture Industry. We encourage 
farmers and Government to implement safer 
farming practices,  our request, keep our waters, 
our workplace , pesticide and sediment free. We 
need all Islanders to understand that poor 
environmental practices  for any Industry may  
result in lower cost and higher revenues but the 
cost to the shellfish industry and Island water 
ways from  these poor practices will be 
incalculable  

PEI has the best shellfish in the world let protect it…..        



                         Deep water wells

The current deep water well moratorium was put in 
place to protect our water table resource on PEI. 
Have all questions and concerns associated with 
the current restriction been answered? 
Has all environmental and scientific research 
reached completion? 
Can we truly assure Islanders that lifting the 
current restriction  on deep water wells ,will not 
have long term negative effects on our future 
water table supply?  
If you cannot answer yes to all of the above 
questions, then it is the position of the PEISA  
to continue the current moratorium on deep water 
well permit issuance, until such time that we can 
assure all Islanders that issuance of further 
permits will not affect the security of our future 
water supply. 

  



 HAVE OTHER AVENUES  BEEN EXPLORED  FOR SAFER 
COLLECTION OF LARGE QUANTITIES OF WATER 
NECESSARY FOR INDUSTRIES ON PEI ? 

 TODAYS TECHNOLOGY  AND  FUTURE ADVANCEMENT 
WILL ALLOW US  A SAFER MORE ENVIROMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY METHODS OF COLLECTING WATER FOR 
INDUSTRIAL USE 



 We all need clean water to live, some of us need 
it to make a living 



Fish Tales is a short documentary film shot on PEI in the summer of 2013. 
The film explores how rivers and waterways on PEI influence Islanders, 
views on social and environmental issues. We look at current realities and 
challenges in our rivers, including the human impact of catastrophic 
events like fish kills. Through interviews and storytelling with experts from 
all sides of the spectrum. Fish Tales captures how Islanders interact with 
these areas and their perspectives of the future of our watershed 
heritage.   For viewing :See  vimeo - video’s      fish tales   Connor  Leggott 









                             CLEAN WATER 
It has been said that we don’t appreciate some things until 
they’re gone—an observation that can be especially true when 
those things have always been part of our lives and we have no 
knowledge or experience of being without them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In conclusion The PEISA supports any actions that protects the resources that 
enable us to earn a living and enjoy a green way of life on PEI. We believe 
discussion, planning and careful consideration should be devoted to the Water Act.  
All  the time necessary to gather all relevant information, research and public 
consultations should be given. It is impossible to protect our environment without 
change that will be a challenge for many industry but it must be done, as we move 
to a sustainable ( as the PEISA has done for 20 years )future for all Islanders and  
industry Let us work together for the best possible future for our Island 
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