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The City of Charlottetown is home to over 34,000 people and as the capital city of 
Prince Edward Island serves as a significant economic hub of the PEI economy.   

The City and its Water & Sewer Utility provides the essential services of safe 
drinking water, management of sanitary wastes and fire protection.  The City faces 
numerous challenges in providing these services including increased demand due 
to population growth and urbanization, the effects of climate change on 
precipitation patterns, the strain of managing aging infrastructure with limited 
funds and adapting and innovating continuously to ensure minimal environmental 
impact.   

The City is a key stakeholder in the water of PEI.  The City supports the creation a 
Water Act that incorporates all relevant legislation into one document and that will 
protect our ground and surface water for the benefit of the people and the natural 
environment of PEI.   

We are committed to sustainable development and to finding ways to improve how 
we operate to benefit the community and the environment. We have therefore 
prepared this presentation for the Water Act panel and ask that you consider these 
points when developing the Act. 

1.  PEI relies exclusively on groundwater for our drinking water supplies.  The 
Charlottetown Water & Sewer Utility recognizes first-hand the significant 
value of wellfield protection in ensuring a safe and reliable supply of water 
to the people of Charlottetown and of PEI. The Water Act should mandate 
wellfield protection and groundwater management plans and provide 
regulations supporting both. The Act must recognize the significant impact 
unregulated non-point source pollution has on degrading water, particularly 
with nutrients, bacteria and sediment. 

 



2. We must look ahead to the future to ensure that we are protecting our 
greatest water assets before they become threatened. Future wellfields and 
headwaters of majority tributaries need to be identified and proactively 
protected against development encroachment and contamination threats.  
Land adjacent to these sites must serve as greenbelts and uses should be 
restricted to those that do not pose a potential hazard in the long-term view. 
 

3. The City has made significant water conservation efforts in the past number 
of years.  The Water Act should support water conservation efforts in order 
to ensure that resources are used to their fullest potential and that waste is 
minimized. Regulations should enforce the use of water efficient fixtures 
throughout the Province and mandate maximum water loss targets for water 
distribution systems.  
 

4. In a further effort to ensure water efficiency, the Water Act should call for 
changes in the Province’s regulatory framework that will support water 
reuse and rainwater harvesting technology. This will ensure that these 
innovative approaches are accessible and encouraged at all development 
scales and ensure public safety. Using our existing resources to their fullest 
potential is an essential component of managing water quantity. 
 

5. The City fully supports a harmonized regulatory framework that integrates 
federal and provincial perspectives in all areas of water and waste water 
management.  By streamlining legislation the Act could increase the ease of 
navigating regulations and improve the Province’s administration ability.   
 

6. The City of Charlottetown recognizes that there are costs including 
environmental impacts associated with the provision of water and sanitary 
services. However, the benefits of water and sanitary services are significant 
and should be considered when determining water resource allocation. The 
City must be considered a priority user of groundwater on PEI. 
 

7. While there is great value to the watershed management model that has been 
in practice on PEI, it is imperative that the Act also recognize the 
interconnectedness of those watersheds.  Groundwater and contaminants can 
travel through watershed boundaries and practices in one watershed can 
have an impact on those nearby. The Act must consider this factor when 
developing a management model.    
 



8. Watershed management on an island-wide basis has made significant 
strides in the past 10 years with the establishment of the Watershed 
Alliance and the provincial ALUS program.  The City would like to see 
more emphasis on watershed protection and management in urban and 
suburban parts of the province with the understanding that development 
poses unique challenges that are different in nature from agricultural 
impacts. Municipalities require support in ensuring that appropriate 
development standards are in place and that there are sufficient 
resources allocated to ensure that standards are followed.  
  

9. The Water Act should provide or lead to the development of resources 
and guidelines for municipalities when it comes to designing 
infrastructure projects that impact water resources.  The Province of PEI 
should be setting an example for municipalities to follow for stream 
crossings, culverts, storm ditches and other infrastructure projects when 
it comes to design and low impact implementation.  
 

10. The Water Act should recognize the need to manage stormwater 
differently and support more local experimentation of alternative forms 
of storm water management, including green roofs, rain barrels, 
vegetated swales, pervious pavement and others. 

 
On behalf of the City of Charlottetown, I would like to thank the panel for the 
opportunity to present these points to you.   
We are prepared to answer any questions the panel may have. 


