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Introduction 

The MacKillop Centre for Social Justice was founded in 1995 for the ongoing work of educating the 
public on matters of social justice at local, regional, national and international levels. Social justice 
concerns itself with the transformation of unjust social, political and economic structures including an 
emphasis on ecological problems most of which are the fallout of unjust economic, political and social 
structures. The Centre does research, education and analysis of these questions and carries out 
education programs with the public. It also works in coalitions whose aims are similar. 

The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace (CCODP) is the official Development 
agency of the Catholic Bishops of Canada. It was founded in 1967 to promote solidarity with the Global 
South through education of the Canadian people and collection of funds, especially during the Lenten 
season. These funds are used in partnership with groups in the Global South that address the root 
causes of poverty and help the poorest of the poor to end their poverty through programs that 
promote; democracy; sustainable agriculture; adult education; communications; rehabilitation of 
communities following disasters; climate change; human resource development; and grass roots 
economic projects. Since its founding the organization has funded close to $600 million long term 
development programs and millions more in disaster relief and rehabilitation as part of Caritas 
Internationalis. Several of the beneficiaries have been groups working to overcome water shortages in 
their countries as part of community sustainability. CCODP is said to have the largest active membership 
of any Canadian Non-Governmental Organization. It has been operating in Prince Edward Island since its 
founding. 

Thank you for providing this opportunity to Islanders to give feedback on the Water Act. It is our sincere 
desire that the Water Act will start off on a path that is principled and provides for the needs of present 
and future generations. In order to accomplish this we believe the principle of the Common Good needs 
to be an overriding theme. We congratulate the many groups and individuals who took time to prepare 
briefs for this hearing. Many were very well researched and offered a rich plethora of ideas that can 
serve to help create an outstanding water Act for PEI, one that is very much needed. 

 Development and Peace has been involved in the water issue for many years both here and in the 
Global South where billions lack fresh water and proper sanitation. In 2004/5, CCODP launched an 
extensive national education campaign on water. Hundreds of thousands of Canadians signed post cards 
to the Canadian government in preparation for the World Water Conference held in Mexico City in 
March 2005. Mary Boyd, current Chair of the Diocesan Council of CCODP and coordinator of the 
MacKillop Centre for Social Justice was one of the CCODP delegates. It was an eye-opener to all NGOs to 
see how the trade of water had become a huge business and to witness the displays the large water 
corporations set up, promoting water as a profit-making business. One of the largest and most vocal of 
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those corporations, Vivendi, is present here on Prince Edward Island. In contrast, the Latin American 
Human Rights Tribunal that fought for water as a right for people, held a parallel tribunal. Many 
witnesses from several Latin American countries took the stand to share: how private control of water 
for profit created great hardship for people and their communities; how the Corporations made false 
claims; how privatization of the peoples water created less accessibility for the poor and people in the 
suburbs of towns and cities that had no access; how the corporations actually delivered dirty and 
polluted water, and how the prices they charged were unaffordable for all and especially those in 
poverty.  

A Tale of Two Actions 

We recall two actions on Prince Edward Island that were related to water and to care of the 
environment that had very different outcomes under the same government. The purpose of telling 
those stories is to illustrate why the voices of the people need to be heard and taken into account for 
the overall good of society. The first was a proposal in 1998 to build a mega-dump in Tracadie Cross, in a 
place now known as Eagle’s Landing, a site 100 feet above sea level. The location of the dump and its 
runoff could contaminate underground water and streams in the area. Streams from the proposed 
dump site run into Tracadie Bay and the Hillsborough River where there are thriving shellfish industries. 
Another stream connected with the drinking water of the Scotchfort Mi’kmaq reserve. In addition, the 
dump was to be located near a sizeable pristine bog which deserved to be protected for its ecological 
value to the whole area. Citizens in the Tracadie and surrounding areas responded by forming the 
Tracadie Area Residents for Resource Protection (TARRP). After two years of intensive action, education 
and protest in which citizens met weekly and many experts were brought to this province to assess the 
situation, the Binns government finally got the point – that we didn’t need a dump at all and that the 
answer was to extend Waste Watch to the whole Island. The area in question, including the swamp is 
now a protected area under the Natural Areas Protection Act. It is co-managed by the Department of 
the Environment and TARRP. 

This was a marvellous victory and a tribute to the citizens and government of the day. It came because 
the local people recognized the value of the extensive bog system, the fragility of our underground 
water table and how easily it can be contaminated. They fought for fresh, clean water for drinking and 
for growing healthy shell fish in the Bay and river. They understood as well the sacredness of water in 
the souls and culture of the Mi’kmaq community. They knew well the destruction that a mega-dump 
would cause. The experience was a clear demonstration of the advice of the late, great, Dr. Moses 
Coady; “Ask the local people. They will tell you where the ice is thin.”  

The second story is not so positive. In 2005. A Committee of the Legislature held public hearings on 
whether to make PEI a Genetically Engineered/Modified (GMO) free province.   Island citizens 
responded with perhaps the highest number of presentations of any public hearing to that date. Like the 
water presentations, citizen input was very well researched. The vast majority of presenters wanted PEI 
to be a GMO-free province and from all reports we almost succeeded until the provincial Minister of 
Agriculture and Executive members of the PEI Federation of Agriculture made a final plea and the 
government caved in to their interests. We sincerely hope that this time around the government will 
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listen to the majority of Islanders and the recommendations we are making to protect Prince Edward 
Island water and safeguard it for future generations.  

If we set a goal to follow a sustainable model of Agriculture which includes support of and a shift toward 
organic farming, there will be many opportunities for existing farmers and for young people who wish to 
become farmers. As it stands, young people have great difficulty to enter the field under the present 
model because of the price of land and lack of start-up funds. We have followed with interest the 
organic farmers who have made the switch. They are able to sell their soybeans to Japan and other 
countries at prime prices and there never seems to be a glut on the market or excessive competition. 
These farmers do not need deep wells. They use no pesticides. They build up the soil and restore its 
resilience. They follow the definition of sustainability which makes the most sense to us – extracting 
only what we need and only resources that can be replenished.  

The shocking thing about listening to the GMO hearings was the extent of dependence on industrial 
agriculture and the definition of food production and marketing. Having followed all the public hearings 
it was clear that food for profit took precedence over how it was grown, its effect on land, water and 
peoples` health. The dominant factor was its value on the so-called “open market.” Some of these same 
growers soon found out that non-GMO crops were in demand in other countries. 

We have found in our Solidarity work with people across the globe, that several ethical principles in 
Church Social Teaching provide guidelines and insights into what needs to be contained in policy making 

 

     

Principle No. 1 

The Earth is sacred. All life is interconnected and interdependent. Therefore, the earth’s 
ecological diversity, beauty and health must be protected. This is what is known as Stewardship of 
resources. “The earth is sacred; Creation has its own intrinsic value. We have a responsibility to protect 
and cherish the earth’s ecological diversity, beauty and life-sustaining properties. Together, we must 
hold it in trust for future generations.” (Theology Committee, Development and Peace). The example of 
the San Juaquin Valley in California serves as a lesson on how not to practice Stewardship of resources. 

 We see Stewardship as a main guiding principle in establishing a Water Act for Prince Edward Island. In 
order to live, we like animals must negotiate our existence within the rhythms and limits of Earth’s 
seasons and systems. Survival depends on our ability to extract what we need. In an era of ecological 
strain, the task is to minimize our ecological footprint. Environmental damage is extensive: soil erosion, 
habitat loss, acid drainage, sedimentation in water, chemical leaching, and toxic emissions. Water ways 
are polluted and toxins lodge in fish and wildlife. Kummudini Tisseera, a mother in Ukalboda, Sri Lanka 
said; “Developers have completely destroyed our God-given natural resource. Now we have drought, 
which we never had before. We have to go in search of clean water far away. We are very hurt and 
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angry. We feel very sorry for our children as they have been prevented from living with the beautiful 
environment that we enjoyed.’ 

Human health depends on ecological health and functioning economies depend on functioning 
ecosystems. Human life cannot survive, let alone flourish, without respecting Earth’s integrity and well-
being. For earth to be well, diversity is required. As one person lamented: “We hardly ever find springs 
of pure water.” 

Last June when Margaret Atwood was asked on CBC radio, “what would be the worst disaster to hit the 
world,” she answered, “the death of the Oceans.” David Suzuki in addressing the health of the Oceans 
on World ocean day stated:”Oceans produce half the Oxygen we breathe and absorb a third of the 
carbon dioxide emissions…marine wildlife and resources are rapidly declining around the world, and our 
oceans are changing faster than ever, endangering the economic engine and the security and livelihoods 
it supports.”  

The protection of human health is vital and needs to be part of any water act. Recently, the Yale School 
of Public health looked over 240 of the 1021 chemicals used in Fracking. They found that over 150 of 
them were linked to potential reproductive and developmental health. These include arsenic, benzene, 
lead, formaldehyde and mercury. Besides these chemicals there are many unknowns in Fracking. What 
will they find when they examine the other 76% of the chemicals?  

Principle No. 2 

The earth’s resources must be shared by peaceful means in an equitable manner that allows 
current and future generations to meet their needs. It can never be a question of “my rights over 
yours.” This is a commitment to present and future generations. It includes concrete criteria that 
constitute a moral community in a suffering world: joint decision-making is part of this. The practice of 
good stewardship of resources is also basic to this principle. It begs the following question. How can we 
transform our present ways of handling water resources given that 13 of the world’s 37 largest aquifers 
were depleted between 2003 and 2013? They are unable to replenish their water supply. And why on 
Prince Edward Island does the Winter River dry up in August? 

Principle No. 3 

All people have the right to participate fully and have control over decisions that affect their lives 
and communities. The principle of subsidiarity states that no one is justified in stealing another’s role in 
the collective decision-making process, when such participation will have an impact on the person’s life 
and the life of the community. In other words, it is an injustice and a disturbance of right order to assign 
to a higher level of association what lesser and subordinate organizations can do. It means that no one 
has the right to limit the contributions of citizens in projects that concern them, nor to encroach upon, 
remove or replace such contribution by a higher level. All too often, in our neoliberal world, in the name 
of the market economy and its laws, we claim to have the inalienable right to control land and regulate 
all aspects of social life. Neoliberalism is marked by excessive competitiveness, greedy consumption and 
the pursuit of profits which together are destroying not only the most vital natural resources, but entire 
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societies. This principle favours citizen participation in all steps of the Water Act process until the final T 
is crossed and the final I dotted. 

Principle No. 4 

In the interests of solidarity and the common good, decisions made for the benefit of one 
community must not violate the rights of other communities. According to Pope John Paul 11, 
Solidarity implies “a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to the Common good.” Also 
the goods of humanity are destined for all. “That which human industry produces through the 
processing of raw materials, with the contribution of work, must serve equally for the good of all.” The 
rights of communities and the human race must take precedence over the rights of individuals and 
corporations.” No group or individual is entitled to aspire to rights for themselves that they are not 
prepared to see applied equally to others. It is a question of solidarity. In this case we question how 
Cavendish Farms is allowed to use 9 million liters of fresh water per day and discharge it as waste into 
the salt waters of the Bay rather than treat it and recycle it in conserving ways? The same question can 
be asked of the City of Charlottetown which uses 19,500,000 liters of fresh water per day and fails to 
treat and recycle it back into fresh water streams as recommended in Darcie Lanthier’s presentation on 
December 12/15.   

Principle No. 5 

The importance of the earth’s resources to the Common Good takes priority over any possible 
commercial value.  Our Filipino partners tell us that “huge plantations and mono-crop agriculture have 
pitted humans against nature. There are short-term profits for the few and even substantial harvests, 
but fertility of the land has suffered and the diversity of the natural world has been depleted.” In June 
2006, the United Nations Environment Programme declared, however, that “poverty in Africa can be 
made history if the region’s wealth of natural resources is effectively, fairly and sustainably harnessed;” 
in short, by giving priority to humans rather than profits. The common good is the sum total of all those 
conditions of social-life which allow people as groups and individuals to reach their proper fulfillment. 
The common good is concerned with the life of every person with respect to water, food, clothing, 
health, work, education, culture, family, security and peace. This is in clear opposition to the ideology 
that natural resources are products that can be extracted and sold without regard for the impact on 
future generations. Does the present model of industrial agriculture respect the Common Good and 
what about mono-cropping of potatoes when there are healthy alternatives that need to be promoted?     

Principle No. 6 

In the extraction, management, and use of resources, human rights must be respected. Preference 
must be given to the rights of indigenous peoples and those who are marginalized by poverty 
because of race or gender.  

While we are grateful for the improvements we have witnessed over the years, especially Waste Watch, 
we are aware that much has still to be done. Many groups and individuals raised serious problems in 
their presentations including: the state of and threats to our ground water; wasted water; the health of 
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the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Oceans in general; industrial agriculture; overuse of pesticides and 
herbicides; fish kills; failure to conserve fresh water, among others. We often hear indigenous peoples 
including the Mi’kmaq people lament that when they make their traditional medicines they find it 
difficult to find unpolluted plants and streams and the amount of land they have available to them gives 
them little scope in their desire to live out important cultural and economic customs.  

Recommendations: 

1. The Principle of Stewardship needs to be the guiding principle for all decisions to do with water, land, 
forests and other areas of the environment. This includes building up soils and employing effective ways 
of protecting waterways from polluting contaminants such as nitrates. An adequate supply of fresh, safe 
drinking water is a must. This means that fertilizers, pesticides and the many pollutants used daily must 
not enter the water table through runoff or overuse. Awareness of and practice of stewardship will go a 
long way to assure these safeguards, and to assist a necessary shift in the behaviour of all industries and 
Island citizens. It raises serious questions about current model of agriculture.   

2. Dr.David Suzuki our eminent Canadian environmentalist states that as a nation we have little to 
celebrate when it comes to looking after water, our natural legacy. We can live about three days without 
fresh water. The global water crisis is one of governance, more than the resource availability. Quoting a 
recent UN report he says that “unless we find better ways to manage water, the world could face a 40 
percent shortfall by 2030. It is vital that a Water Act for PEI will contain a long term and realistic plan to 
conserve fresh water for current and future generations. A new global study of inland lakes reveals that 
they are warming and that Lake Superior has the second most rapid temperature rise of any large lake in 
the world, surpassed only by a Lake in Sweden and Lake Michigan is very close to the top as well. 

For PEI that means: 

- Continue the moratorium on deep water wells 

- Stop ditch filling 

 -Close the existing deep water wells 

- Support peoples’ needs for fresh water over profits and impeccable monitoring of water tables. 

- Find new ways to conserve water and grow food 

- Stop wasting water 

- Keep corporate interests out of the Water Act Plans and refuse to turn water into a commodity.  

3. In line with the above we believe that the precautionary principle should be one of the main guiding 
principles for a PEI Water Act. The Precautionary Principle for health states that nothing should be 
placed on the market for human consumption until it is proven safe for the health of humans. We add as 
well, non- humans and the environment. There are too many unknowns about deep wells and other 
factors that can negatively affect water table. The current neo-liberal approach to the Precautionary 
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Principle is to place goods on the market before their safety is adequately researched, and deal with the 
consequences when people get sick or die. This is totally unacceptable. It is a ruthless approach to 
peoples’ health and the health of the environment.  

Areas that allow Fracking are abusing the precautionary principle because given current information, 
Fracking releases numerous poison chemicals into wells and water tables.  

We endorse the recommendations made by Save Our Shores and Seas PEI, to conserve the health of the 
Gulf and consider how coastal salt water interacts with and seeps into aquifers, threatening our fresh 
water supply. 

4. We support the establishment of a Water Advisory Board that is free from political influence and 
based on expertise including a wide base of representation from community and environmental groups. 
The Board should be put in place immediately. 

5. Develop a system of citizen reporting that ensures the ongoing participation of citizens in all decisions 
concerning water. This requires more public consultations. 

6. Make a long term plan for agriculture that facilitates the development of alternatives enabling young 
people to have a career in agriculture.  

7. Given the urgency of stopping Climate Change, make sure that the Water Act addresses the question 
in a way that lessens its impact.  

Finally, we are reminded of Pope Francis’ comment on water in Laudato Si’: “Yet access to safe 
drinkable water is a basic and universal human right since it is essential to human survival and, 
as such is a condition for the exercise of other human rights…greater scarcity of water will lead 
to an increase in the cost of food and the various products which depend on its use…the 
environmental repercussions could affect billions of people; it is also conceivable that the control 
of water by large multinational businesses may become a major source of conflict in this 
century.” 

Respectively submitted, 

Mary Boyd 

for 

MacKillop Centre for Social Justice 

Diocesan Council Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace     

(background text illustrates the principles behind CCODP’s 2006-2011 education program on the just management, 
control and distribution of the earth’s resources.)   
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