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 A non-profit organization representing over 
400 beef producers in Prince Edward Island 

 

 A member of the Canadian Cattlemen’s 
Association; a national organization 
representing the interest of beef producers 
across Canada and internationally 
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 Farm Cash Receipts from beef cattle and 
calves in PEI was $32.4K in 2014 

 Using the multipliers from Kulshreshtha 
2011: 
◦ Contribution to good and sales of $169K  

◦ Contribution to provincial GDP of $62K 

◦ Atlantic Beef Products employment of 75 would 
support roughly another 3.56 jobs in the economy 
for a total of 342 jobs. 
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   As Island Beef Producers, we collaborate as 
trusted colleagues with all Maritime Producers 
and with partners throughout our value chains. 
We respect and understand our customers and 
consumers, and market our cattle and 
differentiated branded beef products to meet 
their needs locally and globally. Our success is 
built on responsible and sustainable farming 
practices and will be continued by our sons and 
daughters. 
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 According to an article by Renald Bergen of Beef Cattle 

Research Council, the use of water for beef is 
exaggerated by many environmentalists who refer to 
rain water as irrigation of beef forages and feed crops. 
See full article 
http://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/cattle-feed-water-
use/ 

 When crops are grown for beef, and it is done in a 
sustainable manner through proper management of 
waster water or runoff, the affect on the environment 
is low.  
 

 In actual fact the production of beef and the forage 
land they feed on, has a negative carbon footprint. 
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 The approximate daily water intake of a beef 
animal varies based on a number of different 
factors including kind and size of animal, 
temperature, lactating vs non lactating etc. So 
depending on the animal they consume between  

 20 and 67.8 L/day.  
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 green (rainwater), this water is recycled and that by using 
green water we are not taking it away from another user 

 
 blue (surface and ground water) used for drinking water 

and carcass processing 
 

 grey water ( the amount of water it takes to assimilate 
pollutants) captured from manure or slaughter waste water 
 

 When we look at water usage for beef, including green, 
grey and blue, green makes up ~80 to +90% of the water 
usage, depending on which study you read. It should be 
noted that in PEI, there is no irrigation used in beef 
production, therefore our water footprint is further 
reduced. 
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 Forages and grains fed to cattle are used in 
potato crop rotation 
 

 Manure used as a fertilizer source 
 

 Organic matter in manure used for fertilizer, 
help to improve water retention in the soil, 
reducing the need for irrigation 
 

 Cattle grazing is a low impact, yet resourceful 
use of marginal farmland 
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 Respecting buffer zones on pasture and crop 

land 

 Fencing cattle from streams and waterways 

 Following best management practices for 

manure management 

 Using the on-farm deadstock removal service 
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 Is there a fair system in place to help 
allocate scarce resources considering the 
social, environmental and economic 
implications?  

 Are the industries and individual operations 
taking steps to make continual 
improvements in these areas?  

 Is the sustainability of healthy riparian areas 
and watersheds being considered?   

 Are the pollution risks being mitigated?  
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 Increasing buffer zones that could take more 
land out of production 
 

 Amalgamation of rural PEI, including prime 
agricultural land, resulting in higher taxes for 
water consumption and waste water disposal  
 

 Limitations to the funding available of the PEI, 
Canada Environmental Sustainability Program  
which offers funding for improvements to on-
farm manure management and outdoor 
paddocks where run-off can occur 
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 The CCA continues to conduct research to 
reduce beefs’ water footprint by looking for 
ways to reduce the need for blue water for 
irrigation use, and help to improve the feed 
efficiency of cattle so that less feed and 
water is needed to raise a kg of beef. 

 The CCA encourages environmental 
stewardship of its members through The 
Environmental Stewardship Award (TESA) 

 Many beef farms in PEI have completed an       
 Environmental Farm Plan 
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 Continued dependency on blue water for 
watering cattle and processing carcasses 

 

 Continued dependency on green water for 
forages and crops 

 

 All beef farms currently operating in PEI, have 
independent wells, as do the six provincial 
abattoirs and Atlantic Beef Products where 
beef carcasses are processed 
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Submitted by: Rinnie Bradley 


