
A Water Act for Prince Edward Island    
 
Water is part of our commons, it is the gift of life and a human right. I appreciate the 
opportunity to be part of this critical process. Since water is the basis of all life, we need to 
take the time to create a Water Act that will guide all provincial legislation. Our water belongs 
to our children, grandchildren and the eco-system of Prince Edward Island. Our task is to 
protect it and that will require using the precautionary principle, especially in light of little 
long term data on our water supply. 
 
How can we talk about water without having a larger vision of where we want to be in 10 years 
or 20? How can we talk about water without talking about the land, about organic matter? 
How can we talk about water and not factor in climate change and global trade? What's the 
big picture? How can we have a vision for our water that puts the health of the ecosystem first, 
that prioritizes our children lives over immediate concerns? Lucky for me I am not on the 
panel, nor will I have to write or enforce regulations. That leaves me free to stand back and 
ponder the big picture. 
 
This quandary is not so different from other issues we face like climate change or the 
development of the tar sands. It is difficult to re-focus our lens from isolated issues that need 
to be solved now and pull back to view the larger picture, but we ignore these issue at our 
peril. 
 
The challenges facing our water supply are many, over use in some watersheds,  poorly 
planned housing developments, threats to our wetlands and bogs, etc. Not surprisingly many 
submissions have targeted pesticides, herbicides and nitrates as key water problems and few 
would argue, including most farmers I've met. The problem is, farmers are caught up in a 
treadmill that will require a global re-think and massive efforts on all our parts to bring about 
change.  
 
Farming, like other sectors is part of a global trade culture that is often pure madness. For 
example some U.S. chicken producers are now raising chickens, sending them to China for 
slaughtering and sending processed chicken back to the U.S. It is an 'idiocracy.' The one 
highly functional part of the Canadian farming scene is the dairy industry and it is about to 
unravelled with the TPP. This and other trade deals may render a Water Act for P.E.I. 
meaningless. Canada is the most sued country in the world. Witness the situation in Quebec 
when they brought in a moratorium on fracking. A U.S. company sued Quebec $200 million 
for lost potential revenue from their plan to frack under the St. Lawrence River. Yesterday the 
U.S. sued India for their plans to subsidize solar power. These trade deals have eliminated the 
ability of democratic governments to pass laws to protect our workers and our environment. 
Things will only get worse under CETA and TPP with the investor state arbitration taking 
place in secret. We as taxpayers get to pay out these law suits but are prohibited from knowing 
any details of the payouts.  It is incumbent on all of us to pressure our provincial and federal 
governments not to ratify any more trade deals that permit companies to sue for potential lost 
income. This is especially important when it comes to measures pertaining to climate change. 
 
So you can see my dilemma, as I ponder the future of the water coming out of my tap, my 
closeup lens shifts to a fish eye lens that factors in forces well beyond our control. Our only 
hope as a species is to tackle these gigantic issues on two fronts, work on a water act for Prince 
Edward Island and at the same time work with partners around the globe to implement 



policies that put our life giving water and soil and air first. How might this translate in P.E.I.? 
First, we must all do our part. For too long we've been spoiled by an abundant supply of fresh 
drinking water. The party may soon be over, especially in the Winter River watershed that 
supplies all of Charlottetown. We all need to practice conservation, take a hard look at how we 
use our land, how and where we build our homes, ban cosmetic pesticides, etc as well as 
address farming practices. 
 
The potato industry is not the only part of the farming sector that threatens our water supply, 
the ever expanding blueberry industry is also very chemical intensive. This is a further 
argument for diversification of crops, and new crops like hemp deserve serious consideration 
as well as government support. I was very sorry to hear that a recent submission to Innovation 
P.E.I. requesting as small investment in infrastructure for this crop was turned down. We 
need to expand our horizons, and quickly. Having all our eggs in one basket, the french frie 
market, leaves us very vulnerable, much like the situation we are currently seeing in the oil 
sector.  
 
Returning to potatoes, how exactly how does the tail wag the dog when it comes to farming on 
P.E.I.? The global french frie market has decided potatoes should be the size of turnips for the 
sake of longer fries with no thought to the consequences of this marketing whim on the lives 
of people in places like Prince Edward Island. Bigger fries mean 30% more nitrates and a call 
for irrigation. Hopefully those same ad executives will not dream up the foot long frie next 
year. Globalization often means that decisions are being made in places far removed from the 
effects of those decisions. How do we push back? Using an organization like Avaaz with 40 
million members world wide we could start an online petition asking fast food industries to 
downsize their French fries. It's a long shot, but it would shed light on our situation and 
educate people here on the island and around the world that potatoes are not meant to be 
gigantic. It reminds me of the situation with growth hormones for milk production. When we 
push nature too hard for profit there are untold consequences.  
 
For island governments the potato industry is an economic engine that gets a lot of money 
moving around in the community, and despite the hard truth that the potato industry has dire 
consequences for our water and our health, that economic engine is critical. Many of the great 
recommendations from the Round Table on the land from 20 years ago were axed or ignored 
because of this catch 22. And this is precisely why the government can't make any serious 
progress on the pesticide file - it's a house of cards, but it is the house of cards that keeps our 
economy limping along. And like the tar sands, is it difficult, if not impossible, to actually 
factor in the overall costs of the potato industry. We do know climate change doesn't come 
cheap and neither does healthcare for chemical intensive farm communities. 
 
So what if we had another engine to circulate the money, that would that allow for some 
fundamental change in how we live on this tiny island? And, no I haven't forgotten that we are 
talking about water. Let's compare the lives of oyster fishers to small farmers. To quote Ian 
Petrie, 'They (oyster fishers) are only allowed to use tongs, long double-handled rake-like 
tools, rather than mechanical dredging. It’ s slow, hard work, but much more beneficial to the 
environment and the oysters themselves. EI benefits are an important part of oyster 
fishermen’  yearly income. Petrie goes on to argue that EI should be extended to small 
farmers too, 'If we want small market farmers/gardeners who grow good food, maintain the 
quality of the soil, to be around for the long haul, not just until the bank won’ t extend any 



further credit, we have to give them a chance at some financial stability.' I would argue, that 
EI for small farmers is an immediate solution, but longer term, the answer to many of P.E.I.'s 
problems is a Guaranteed Livable Income. As one old farmer said to me during the election 
campaign, 'it's not like we would keep the money, we would spend it in the community and 
keep the dollars moving.' 
 
If we seriously want good water it will start with good stewardship of the land, solid 
regulations measuring organic matter and mandated crop rotations. We cannot ask farmers to 
increase buffer zones and forgo cash crops in their rotations when farm incomes are so 
marginal. A guaranteed livable income would encourage young farmers to return to good soil 
management practices with the security of food on their own tables at the end of the year. And 
yes, we can afford to do this. It would be cheaper than administering the myriad social 
programs on offer, and be easily achieved by a small hike in corporate income taxes....you 
know, the tail that keeps waging the dog. A Guaranteed Livable Income is one strong plank in 
the efforts we need to make to rewrite how we live on here on Prince Edward Island. With a 
GLI in place we can set strict targets to phase out chemical inputs, pesticides, herbicides and 
fumigates. Like ozone, acid rain and green house gases, voluntary measures will not get the 
job done. The water act must include a timeline for phasing out inputs that are known 
carcinogenics and neonicotinoids that are killing our bess. 
 
Let's take care of our farmers and help them take better care of our water. Additionally we 
must learn to live with less, source our food locally, work towards global treaties that 
undermine protecting the environment, cut our emissions, and stop taking our water and 
planet earth for granted.  
 
Teresa Doyle, Caledonia, Prince Edward Island, November 3, 2015 


