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With the location of the new wellfield for the City of Charlottetown being located within the 
boundaries of the Community of Miltonvale Park, it is inevitable that a major concern for the 
Community and its residents is the water supply and possible effects to our residents and eco-
systems with the additional draw of water from beneath our homes and businesses. 
 
Rural areas outside densely populated areas should not suffer in order to provide for the water 
needs of urban neighbours. Those who may be affected – either by additional measures 
imposed to protect wellfields, or through experiencing water shortages if personal wells fail, 
should not face additional financial costs as a result of significant amounts of water being 
removed from the watershed.  
 
The mindset of all Islanders also needs to reflect that water is not an infinite resource. Water is 
an essential feature of ecosystems that support all life. Conservation measures should be 
encouraged. We must value the precautionary principle and act with far greater care, rather 
than using a risk management model.  In a new study published in the journal Nature 
Geoscience on November 16, 2016 University of Victoria hydrogeologist Tom Gleeson and his 
collaborators reports that just six per cent of the groundwater around the world is replenished 
within a "human lifetime" of 50 years. 
(http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/ngeo2590.html) 
 
We must all take responsibility for wise water use. Water is for the common good and a public 
trust; but there are those who are most affected by excessive use of water. Users of municipal 
water systems could pay a small surcharge which could be put into a trust to mitigate possible 
damages which may be caused or for remediation. This fund could be used to pay costs for 
wells which may go dry, and to assist with wellfield protection measures, such as tree planting 
or removing certain uses from a wellfield protection zone. It could also be used for incentives to 
reduce water use and education. 
   
Public access to data showing the amount of water being taken from wells or specific wellfields 
should also be readily accessible.  The amount of water permitted to be taken from watersheds 
needs to be tied to healthy (and proven) recharge rates. Water that is removed from a 
watershed and piped outside the area, does not return to recharge that watershed. Ditch 
infilling should be limited as ditches allow storm water to recharge the water table.   
 
The permitting process for municipal wells is also a concern.  Extraction permits should be 
maximum allowable limits, with conditions that require usage to be cut in certain seasons or 
years.  The province should require real time monitoring information to be made easily 
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accessible (online).  Conservation guidelines and measures should be implemented based on 
the groundwater levels within their water supply reservoir, to curb usage during times of 
drought.  Permits should also be issued for a defined period of time, and extraction permits 
must be enforced, with strict penalties for exceeding limits. Extraction rates should be able to 
be adjusted if the collected data reflects cause for concern. If necessary, development should 
be inhibited or curtailed in areas where there is not adequate water supply. 
 
Watershed management seems to be a logical method of watershed management but groups 
need financial and technical resources of, and support from, the provincial government.  
 

Many of the rural residents of our municipality, as in much of rural PEI, rely on on-site servicing. 
Risers should be required for residential septic tanks. Our community requires one acre 
residential lot sizes in the agricultural zone, to allow properties to have adequate area to 
replace a septic field, if necessary. One-acre lots also reduce the density of development and 
decrease the demand on the resource. 

In order to protect our water, many improvements can be made to legislation and practices. 
We are hopeful that the new Water Act, its accompanying policies and regulations can serve to 
sustain and protect our water for generations to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Community of Miltonvale Park, covering 35.32 square kilometers 
adjacent to the City of Charlottetown, on its northwestern boundary, 
is home to 1152 residents. 
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