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2009-2010 has so far been an exciting year for Prince Edward Island archaeology.  Last summer, with 
Cabinet approval for the establishment of the Aboriginal Affairs Secretariat, we were assigned 
responsibility for all things archaeological in the province. Since then, professional archaeological 
activities have been steadily gathering speed on the Island, with increased cultural resource 
management contracts in addition to academic research and interaction with other governments, 
communities, and interest groups.  As a result, PEI archaeology has begun to take its place in the public 
and private domains along with, we hope, a deepening appreciation for the value and precariousness of 
Island archaeological resources. 
 
The establishment of an Aboriginal Affairs Secretariat and Provincial Archaeologist’s office has led to 
an increase in archaeological activity on PEI. This increase has also coincided with an improved 
provincial compliance with the Crown's legal duty to consult Aboriginal people (if government 
contemplates an activity in which an asserted Aboriginal right may be infringed).  Since Cabinet 
approved the Provincial Policy on Consultation with the Mi'kmaq in July 2009, the province has seen 
an increased dialogue between civil servants and First Nations which has had the effect of increasing 
the frequency of archaeological impact assessments.  As a result, proponents and responsible provincial 
departments have been working with a number of permit holders on a range of capital projects.  Under 
the authority of the Archaeology Act, PEI is updating its permitting process and has, for the interim, 
adopted New Brunswick's Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Investigations until a PEI 
version has been finalized. 
 
On taking over responsibility for Island archaeology, the Aboriginal Affairs Secretariat has 
implemented a geographic information mapping system to inventory known archaeological sites, 
traditional Mi'kmaq place names/land use data, and information related to capital projects involving a 
duty to consult process and/or archaeological impact assessments. Already we are feeling the 
limitations of our GIS capability and in the not too distant future will be upgrading to a more powerful 
system so as to better manage our information. 
 
Happily, in addition to the growth of archaeological impact assessments, we are also conducting and 
supporting research that is not driven by the threat of a bulldozer’s blade.  Regarding long-term 
research, the Malpeque Bay Archaeological Project was initiated in 2006 in partnership with the 
Mi'kmaq Confederacy of Prince Edward Island (MCPEI).  This work, under the direction of the author, 
has focussed on the identification of new archaeological sites in Malpeque Bay and the relocation of 
sites identified in the early 20th century but rarely, if ever, revisited.  The project, which emerged from a 
separate MCPEI initiative, has also provided an opportunity for cross-cultural knowledge sharing and 
First Nations training in basic archaeological field methods and post-excavation activities.   
 
Of the many sites identified and recorded, our main focus has been the Pitawelkek site, a pre-
contact/early historic shell midden located on Georges Island in northwestern Malpeque Bay.  Due to 
its location, the site is exposed to damaging climatic forces which has necessitated regular monitoring 
and rescue collection of surface materials.  To date we have conducted limited test excavations at 
Pitawelkek which indicate an early spring - summer fishing camp that served as a base for a seal and 
walrus hunt.  Faunal analysis by Dr. Frances Stewart also shows that the valuable meat-bearing 
portions from the sea mammal kills were removed to another site, suggesting the existence of a larger 
summer camp in the vicinity.   
 
 A short distance across the bay from Pitawelkek is the Pointe-aux-Vieux site.   With support from the 
Acadian and Mi’kmaq communities, and participation by Parks Canada, we have spent two seasons at 
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this site, progressing from site monitoring to the systematic excavation of test units to more expansive 
excavations this past summer.  Building on archival and cartographic records, our excavations have 
confirmed the identity of the site as a pre-Deportation Acadian farmstead dating c. 1728-1758.  The 
excavated portion of the site consists of partly collapsed walls of a stone foundation likely built in 
double rows several courses deep, with an attached fireplace/oven.  The dimensions of the wood frame 
house are approximately 7 x 6 m, and preliminary analysis points to both prepared clay and wood plank 
flooring.  A partial (?) cellar indicated in southwest portion of house, approximately 1.25 m deep, 
seems to have made use of the natural substrate as an unprepared floor.  Post-excavation analysis is 
underway with the assistance of Meghan Ferris, our Archaeological Intern, and field crew member 
Robert Joseph of the Lennox Island First Nation. We anticipate further excavations next field season. 
 
This past spring we also did some site reconnaissance in the Murray Islands in eastern PEI, identifying 
many areas of high potential and at least one new pre-contact site on Indian Island.  We are looking 
forward to expanding this research and returning to the Murray Islands in the not too distant future to 
assess the integrity of what appeared to be a heavily eroded site. We are also pleased to have been able 
to contract some archaeological research targeting some of our areas of key interest.  This work was 
undertaken by Pat Allen, former Provincial Archaeologist of New Brunswick.  Pat has completed 
several surveys for us in the Green Park area of western PEI, Murray Harbour in eastern PEI, and most 
recently conducted a systematic test excavation at Mount Stewart on the Hillsborough River. 
 
-End- 


