
BLM 6.5b Developing a Fair Ethical Judgment 

Position 1: The deportation was a crime against humanity. 

Your assigned position is that the action of the British was a crime against humanity. 
Whether or not you agree with this position, argue for it as strongly as you can. Consider 
the arguments below and prepare a statement of your position. Listen carefully to your 
opponents’ viewpoints and learn their thinking as well. Insist that they support their position 
with facts and reasons. Determine where you both need more information. 

Arguments: 

1. For more than a century, France and Britain repeatedly attacked and counterattacked 
each other. Control of Acadia shifted back and forth. For the Acadians to commit to one 
side one day might mean punishment from the other side the next day. Given this 
context, it made sense for them to insist on being neutral. 

2. The Acadians had taken an oath of loyalty in 1729 and had kept their word. They were 
entitled to stay on their land. 

3. The French and their Mi’kmaq allies had threatened the Acadians with attacks and 
burned an Acadian village to force them to take refuge in Fort Beauséjour. Given this 
context, it is hard to say whether the 200 Acadians found at the fort were truly in support 
of the French. 

4. Why should 13 000 people lose their homeland for the supposed crime of 200? It was 
unjust to punish all Acadians for the risk posed by a few. 

5. A previous British governor, Peregrine Hopson, firmly believed the Acadian claims to 
neutrality and was convinced that if the Acadians were treated fairly, they would be loyal 
British subjects. 

6. Governor Lawrence did not just want to defend Nova Scotia. He scattered the Acadians 
to many different places and burned their homes. These actions were meant to destroy 
them as a people, so he could give their valuable, developed farms to British 
newcomers. 

7. Even though we live in a different time and place, there are some basic principles of 
justice that endure over time. The right to one’s homeland, and not to be forced into life 
as a refugee, is a universal human right. 
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