
 

Roy Campbell and Robert Gelineau 

Built in the early 1800s, the Nathanial Wright House might be 
the oldest house in the Bedeque area. The house was purchased 
ten years ago by Roy Campbell and Robert Gelineau, who 
decided to remove some of the renovations and additions that 
had accumulated over the past two centuries. On the outside, 
they removed a late 20th century porch addition, and replaced 
modern windows and asbestos siding with more sympathetic 
materials. On the inside they set about restoring the original 
floor plan, flooring and plaster walls. In general, they’ve 
succeeded in turning the clock on this house back to something 
closer to its original setting. In recognition of this, we are 
pleased to present a Heritage Award to Roy Campbell and 
Robert Gelineau. 

Accepting the award on behalf of Mr. Campbell and Mr. 
Gelineau is Ryan Campbell. 

  



Geoff Hussey 

Fiction, if it’s well-done, can be an excellent way to explore 
history. Geoff Hussey’s novel Charlie of Île Saint Jean is a 
wonderful example of this. It tells the fictional tale of a young 
British man who finds himself on Île St.-Jean, just before the 
Deportation, and is crafted with the balance that every historical 
novel strives to hit. It pays attention to accuracy while serving 
the needs of the narrative, and appeals to both to new readers of 
Island history and those who are well-versed in it. In 
appreciation of this, we are pleased to present a Heritage Award 
to Mr. Geoff Hussey. 

  



Knutsford Women’s Institute 

Several decades ago, the Knutsford Women’s Institute saved the 
old Knutsford schoolhouse by converting it into their 
community hall. In 2014, they decided to use the hall as a 
backdrop for their community history. They struck a committee 
and scoured the neighbourhood for photographs that became the 
base for a series of interpretive panels exploring the history of 
Knutsford through the history of its farming, families and 
everyday life. Now, everytime there’s an event in the 
community hall the community history – or at least some 
fascinating glimpses into it – is there to see.  

In recognition of this, we are pleased to present a Heritage 
Award to the Knutsford Women’s Institute. 

  



Peggy Hammill and Marlene Campbell 

Peggy (McIver) Hammill’s son Kevin wanted his children to 
know more about the world their grandmother came from, so he 
engaged Marlene Campbell to help write her memoir. At first it 
was slow going – Marlene didn’t know what to ask, Peggy 
didn’t know what to say -- but as they got on the same page, an 
interesting and inspiring story began to emerge. More Than I 
Expected: The Story of Peggy McIver Hammill tells how a 
young widow and mother of four also coped with running a 
family farm in the 1950s. It also explores the amazing changes 
that were sweeping through rural Prince Edward Island at the 
time, and adds to our appreciation of that world. 

In appreciation of this, we are pleased to present a Heritage 
Award to Peggy Hammill and Marlene Campbell. 

  



Geoffrey Paton 

“There’s something really cool about a relative popping up in 
the history books,” says Geoffrey Paton. The Grade 6 student’s 
famous relative was Samuel Cunard. Geoffrey found enough 
about him to put together a heritage fair display, “Cruising the 
Past,” that won him a chance to go to the national fair in Ottawa. 
That, and the four-minute video he wrote, narrated and produced 
garnered him a Young Citizens Award. Then came an invitation 
from his famous ancestor’s company to come along on the 
Queen Mary 2 when it traced the route of the very first Cunard 
crossing in 1840. Tonight, we’d like to add to our 
congratulations for his fine work, by presenting a Heritage 
Award to Mr. Geoffrey Paton. 

  



Reg Porter and Richard Campanaro 

Government House, or Fanningbank, has been a landmark, not 
just for Charlottetown but for the entire Island, since the 1830s. 
A great deal about the building and its surrounding landscape 
was known, but it was scattered in numerous documents and 
photographs. So the Friends of the Gatehouse Cooperative hired 
Reg Porter and Richard Campanaro to collect this information in 
a two volume Guidebook and Research Manual.  The result 
could have been a dry compendium of facts. Campanaro and 
Porter, though, don’t do “dry.” Porter’s Guidebook  and 
Campanaro’s Research Manual are thorough and informative, 
but also interesting and well-written. The result is something one 
can read for pleasure, as well as fact. In appreciation of this, we 
are pleased to present a Heritage Award to Mr. Reg Porter and 
Dr. Richard Campanaro. 

Accepting the award on behalf of Mr. Porter and Dr. Campanaro 
is Linda Berko. 

  



Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlottetown 

The Roman Catholic Cemetery on Longworth Avenue in 
Charlottetown was consecrated in 1843 and used until 1883. It’s 
thought that as many as 1,500 are interred there, but only 460 
burials can be established with certainty. Time, vandalism and, 
on occasion, indifference left only a handful of stones still 
standing by the late 20th century. In 2011 the Diocese of 
Charlottetown set out to restore the cemetery. A wrought iron 
fence was installed to define the property. More than 40 
gravestones were cleaned, restored and set on new footings. A 
monument commemorating those whose stones had been lost 
over the years was commissioned and significant improvements, 
with the help of the Benevolent Irish Society, were made to the 
gravesite of Edward Whelan. The cemetery’s re-dedication in 
2015 marked a significant restoration of this important 
landmark. In appreciation of this, we are pleased to present a 
Heritage Award to Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlottetown. 

Accepting the award on behalf of the Diocese are Philip Brown, 
Maureen Garrity, Brian McKenna and Father Charlie Cheverie. 

  



Gretha Rose 

Bourke House at 18-20-22 Water Street in Charlottetown was 
built in 1871. Owner Gretha Rose took on the daunting task of 
making necessary repairs and renovations while staying true to 
the history, style and feel of both the building and its 
streetscape. These tasks, from top to bottom, included major 
structural work on the roof, replacing cedar siding, upgrading 
while retaining wooden windows and significant landscape work 
to protect the basement level of this waterfront property.  
Interior work included reconstructing fireplaces, replastering 
6,000 square feet of walls and repairing (instead of replacing) 
the wooden floors. A daunting project, but one accomplished 
with sympathy to the building’s original style. In recognition of 
this, we are pleased to present a Heritage Award to Ms. Gretha 
Rose. 

 

 
 

  



SilverOrange 

The Robertson House at 84 Fitzroy Street, Charlottetown, was 
built in the early 20th century. Six years ago the owner, web 
developer SilverOrange started a comprehensive renovation, 
inside and out, of this beautiful Queen Anne building. Inside, the 
original staircase was restored and a servant stairs, removed in 
an earlier renovation, was rebuilt. Previous additions made to 
the exterior had to be removed and rebuilt in a style more in 
keeping with the original. Perhaps the most demanding part of 
the project was carefully restoring, and rebuilding where 
necessary, the intricate gingerbread mouldings that lend the 
house so much of its character. The result is a building that 
stands out – for all the right reasons – in its streetscape. In 
appreciation of this, we are pleased to present a Heritage Award 
to SilverOrange. 

Accepting the award on behalf of SilverOrange is Nathan 
Fredrickson. 

 

 

 

  



Victoria Historical Association 

The Victoria Historical Association was formed just four years 
ago to “promote and preserve the rich, colourful heritage of 
Victoria and its people.” A sample of their activities suggests 
that the adjective “energetically” might have been added to this 
mission statement. The members have organized “Memory 
Keeper” gatherings and art exhibits; staged Victoria, Canada and 
Remembrance Day events and conducted guided tours of the 
village. They’ve published a heritage calendar, created brief 
histories of families in the village, collected oral history and 
created digital collections of historic photos. Oh yes, they also 
issue a frequent newsletter. In appreciation of this, we are 
pleased to present a Heritage Award to the Victoria Historical 
Association. 

Accepting the award on behalf of the Association is John 
Cameron. 

  



Natural Heritage Activity 

Before you know what you need to preserve, you need to know 
what you have. Biological collections in Prince Edward Island 
have huge gaps in knowledge. Robert Harding has made a 
significant contribution to filling these gaps. He’s a dragonfly 
expert who has donated over 6,000 specimens to the New 
Brunswick Museum. He was the first to document the presence 
of a previously unknown species, the pickerel frog in this 
province. Recently he’s been helping to document spiders – 
another animal that we have very little knowledge of in Prince 
Edward Island. Mr. Harding also has a real passion for helping 
Islanders understand their natural world, particularly wetlands, 
and is a frequent participant in events like Ducks Unlimited 
Greenwing Day in Mount Stewart. 

He had made a significant volunteer contribution to the 
preservation of natural heritage in our province, and we are 
pleased to recognize this by presenting the Natural Heritage 
Activity Award to Mr. Robert Harding. 

 

  



Volunteer of the Year 

Wayne and Janice Trowsdale are founding members of the West 
Country Historical Society. In 1999, they helped keep the 
Bideford Parsonage from being sold and moved out of the 
community, and were instrumental in turning it into the Bideford 
Parsonage Museum. Since then, they’ve set out to acquire and 
upgrade professional skills by attending training workshops and 
have been key to the Museum’s success. They help write the 
grants that get the doors open at the start of the season, and 
cheerfully give tours if asked to in the off season. They 
participate in fundraising and programming events, but are not 
above helping with the everyday chores. As Wayne says, there’s 
always something to be fixed, painted, cleaned or mowed. 

Community museums like the Bideford Parsonage couldn’t exist 
without volunteers like this, and in recognition of their years of 
dedication, we are pleased to present the Volunteer of the Year 
award to Wayne and Janice Trowsdale. 

 

  



Publication of the Year 

In terms of scholarship, Samuel Holland, His Work and Legacy 
on Prince Edward Island is a book that invites superlatives: 
thorough, engaging, comprehensive, insightful and well-written 
are some that come to mind. Authors Earle Lockerby and Doug 
Sobey combined and complimented their expertise as both 
scientists and historians to exhaustively explore every aspect of 
Samuel Holland’s landmark survey of the Island. The quality of 
their material is matched by the quality of the volume it appears 
in, a beautifully-designed publication.   

Samuel Holland, His Work and Legacy on Prince Edward Island 
was a highlight of the Holland 250 celebrations and will prove a 
lasting and important legacy. We are pleased to recognize this 
by presenting the Publication of the Year Award to Mr. Earle 
Lockerby and Mr. Doug Sobey. 

Accepting the award on behalf of the authors are Georges 
Arsenault and Katherine Dewar. 

  



Mary Cornfoot Brehaut Award 

How do you create a first class community history? You start in 
2001 with a committee willing to volunteer countless hours to 
accumulate and compile the material. Then, to raise the money 
needed to publish the work, you organize “a lot of bake sales 
and house tours.” The result was worth the wait and effort, a two 
volume compendium called Launched. Volume I is a social 
history that takes the reader on a journey through one of the 
oldest communities on the Island. Volume 2 is an exhaustive 
genealogy of the community’s families, complete to the present 
day, presented in a manner that allows the reader to easily 
follow generational lines.  

A valuable and accessible tool for researchers and genealogists, 
Launched is also a fine example of how to combine genealogy 
and social history, and we are pleased to recognize this by 
presenting the Mary Cornfoot Brehaut Award to the Port Hill 
Women’s Institute History Committee: Leigh and Susan 
Newcombe, Blair and Ira Strongman, Edgar, Blair and Kenny 
Dennis, Liz Maynard and the late Christie Newcombe. 

 

 
 

  



Irene Rogers Award 

Sterling Stratton has a passion for old buildings.  He also has a 
talent with pen and ink, and a delight in sharing his work with 
others. In addition to a regular feature in the Guardian, he’s 
published seven books that explore buildings of interest across 
the Island. Accurate, honest and accessible, his drawings do 
more than document old houses and other buildings. They build 
awareness of the importance of these structures in our 
community and are an outstanding contribution to the 
architectural heritage of Prince Edward Island. In recognition of 
this, we are pleased to present the Irene Rogers Award to Mr. 
Sterling Stratton. 

 

  



Wendell Boyle Award 

For more than 25 years, CBC’s Mainstreet has made Prince 
Edward Island history and heritage a key focus of its 
programming. It’s rare that the creator of a new book, exhibit, 
production or event with a heritage theme isn’t highlighted with 
an interview. The program features regular columns with 
heritage themes, and when we lose an Islander who has made a 
particular contribution to the Island story, they are often 
“waked” on the show.  

News, music and current events is part of Mainstreet’s mandate. 
Heritage is part of its passion, and the Island’s heritage 
community has benefitted greatly from this. The program has, 
and continues to make an outstanding contribution to promoting 
the heritage of Prince Edward Island, and we are pleased to 
recognize this by presenting the Wendell Boyle Award to 
Mainstreet. 

Accepting the award are host Karen Mair and Jim Ferguson, 
Senior Manager of CBC Charlottetown. 

  



Award of Honour 

Reg “Dutch” Thompson has been interviewing elderly Islanders 
for more than 25 years. He has done more than collect stories; 
he has created knowledge. He’s also been very generous in 
sharing the treasure he’s gathered. Most are familiar with his 
regular column on CBC Mainstreet, but he’s also a willing and 
much sought-after speaker. He’s contributed articles to The 
Island Magazine, helped create video projects for some of our 
PEI Museum sites and was a key resource for Dr. Ed. 
MacDonald’s history of the 20th century:  If You’re 
Stonghearted.  Perhaps most-importantly, he’s made his 
interview tapes available to the University of Prince Edward 
Island’s IslandVoices website, where anyone can consult them. 

Already appreciated, we have no doubt that in the future his 
work will be considered one of the most valuable resources for 
anyone researching 20th century history and culture on Prince 
Edward Island. He has made an outstanding contribution to our 
understanding of Island history, and we are pleased to recognize 
this by presenting our Award of Honour to Mr. Dutch 
Thompson. 

 

 

 

 


