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Updating Prince Edward Island’s Ground Hemlock Harvest Regulations

Date: February 6, 2014

 
Name:                                                                                                                       
Mailing Address:                                                            

                                                            Postal Code                   
Phone #                                                             (Work)

                                                            ( Cell)
Email Address:                                                            

The Province is looking for land owner input and comments in regards to the following sections
of the Ground Hemlock Harvest Regulations (www.gov.pe.ca/forestry/taxus). If there is not
enough space, please include additional comments on another piece of paper with your name. 

1. Land Owner Exemptions and Sustainability of the Resource
Land owners who harvest Ground Hemlock (Taxus canadensis) on their own lands are exempt
from the training and licensing requirements of the Ground Hemlock Harvest Regulations. In
order to legally sell their ground hemlock to buyers, land owners must provide identification and
proof of property ownership when selling ground hemlock. Under the regulations, the only the
person or persons listed on the property tax bill for the specific property can sell the ground
hemlock without being trained and licensed. Land owners are required to meet the sustainability
standards.

Do you feel that the current regulations respect land owners’ right while helping to ensure the
sustainability of the resource?                                                                                                            

If not, what are your concerns?                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                            

Please offer your ideas and suggestions to help us improve the regulations:

Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             



2. Agricultural Production of T. Canadensis
The current regulations focus on the harvest of wild stands of T. canadensis. In the intervening
years, there has been interest in “farming” Taxus by converting high value forest sites to natural
ground hemlock production or by planting high yield Taxus seedlings. 

In order to create a special category for “farmed” Taxus canadensis production, a suitable
reporting and sustainability mechanism needs to be established that can accurately differentiate
domesticated production from wild production.

Please offer your ideas and suggestions to help us identify and address issues related to the
agricultural production of T. Canadensis on private lands.

Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             

3. Harvest Mechanization
Because it was the industry standard at the time, the current Ground Hemlock Harvest
Regulations only permits harvesting by hand clipping. Since then there has been interest from
industry to mechanize some of the harvest to increase worker productivity and decrease
production costs.  

Mechanization could enable industry to use a variety of harvest approaches on private lands other
than the traditional hand clipping harvest method. For example, in some regions of eastern North
America mature forests have been removed to encourage the growth of Taxus in the understory.
Once there is sufficient ground cover, companies bring in large brushhog-type equipment to mow
the Taxus and collect the material. Other companies are looking at smaller, manually-operated
equipment. These smaller units are similar to hedge trimmers. They are strapped onto a worker
who walks through the forest clipping off Taxus twigs and branches which fall onto a collection
tray and then into a suitable collection container.

Whether they are large or small, mechanical harvesting would not meet the sustainable harvest
requirements of the current Ground Hemlock Harvest regulations. As well, the impact of
mechanization on the long term viability of the wild resource is not well understood.

Do you as a land owner feel that mechanization would be of benefit or detriment to you and your
land?                                                                                                                                            



Please offer your ideas and suggestions to help us address issues related to mechanized
equipment working on your lands

Comments:                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             

4. Other Suggestions and Concerns:

4.1 If there are sections of the regulations (www.gov.pe.ca/forestry/taxus) that we have not
addressed here but that you feel should be, we would like to hear your comments. Please
provide the section of the Regulations that pertain to your thoughts and explains what
changes should be considered and why.

Existing Regulation #.                                              
Changes you suggest: 
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
What are the benefits of the proposed change?
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
Existing Regulation #.                                              
Changes you suggest: 
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
What are the benefits of the proposed change?
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          

4.2 If your feel there are areas that should be regulated but are currently not included in the
regulations, please provide your suggestions and what the benefits would be to industry,
land owners and/or government. 

                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                          

http://www.gov.pe.ca/forestry/taxus)


Signature:                                                      
Date:                                                             

Return by March 31, 2014 to: 
Ken Mayhew
Information Officer
Forest Fish and Wildlife Division
Box 2000, Charlottetown PE C1A 7N8
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