
       

       The right care, in the right place
       To make more of our acute-care hospital beds available for the sickest Islanders who need them the most:

•	 Community Hospital O’Leary and Souris Hospital have become extended-care facilities,     
       providing a combined 30 beds for those who don’t require the specialized care of an acute-care  
       facility but still need some assistance such as restorative, palliative, convalescent or respite care.
•	 Stewart Memorial Hospital in Tyne Valley has transitioned to a 23-bed long-term care facility, and  
       in 2014 planning will begin on a new long term facility to replace the existing one.

       For the first time, Islanders have access to 24-hour non-emergency health advice from a registered nurse  
        through the Telehealth 8-1-1 help line.

       To maintain stable dialysis services, dialysis sites have remained at Western Hospital and Souris Hospital.

       Better emergency services
       To improve emergency response for all Islanders and stabilize emergency services for West Prince:

•	 Two new rapid-response units were added – one east and another west.
•	 A new dedicated inter-facility transfer unit began transporting patients in December 2013, which  
       frees up ambulances for emergencies.
•	 The Western Hospital emergency department transitioned to a collaborative emergency centre 
       mode in November 2013, using our highly skilled non-physician health professionals, while  
       offering physician-based care in the daytime.  This has provided West Prince with stable, 24-hour  
       access to emergency services and freed-up physicians to see more patients.

 Islanders’ health needs are changing

    More than 5,000 Islanders will turn 65 in the            

       next five years.  One in three has a chronic,   

          lifelong disease such as high-blood pressure, 

            diabetes, or emphysema (COPD).

Prince Edward Island health care needs to keep pace with the changing needs of Islanders.
              Better Access, Better Care is about increasing access to primary care providers, 
                        elective surgeries, emergency services, and long-term care for our seniors.

       For more information, visit:
       www.betteraccessbettercare.ca


