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Special Committee on Climate Change
Wednesday, September 29, 2004

2:00 p.m.

Tape No. 1 

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    It is my
duty, honourable members, to preside over the
election of the chairman and to that end, I will now
open the floor to nominations.  

Andy Mooney (PC):    I move - Wayne Collins.

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    Any
further nominations?  There being no further
nominations, I declare nominations closed and I’ll
put the question to the committee - all those in
favour of Mr. Collins as chair, please signify by
saying, aye.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    I just have one
question.  Are you too busy, because you’re chair
of that other committee?  

Wayne Collins (PC):    Which has nothing on its
agenda right now.  You mean the. . .

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    Okay, so you’ll be
okay then.

Wayne Collins (PC):    . . . Social Development?

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    Yeah.

Wayne Collins (PC):    No, I’m fine, I’m fine.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    I can support that.

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    Say aye,
please.  

Committee Members: Aye

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    Carried.
Congratulations, Mr. Chair.

Wayne Collins (PC):    Thank you.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    You’re chairman
of two committees now.  

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    It’s
unanimous.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):    Okay, I guess the
next item on the agenda is our discussion of next
steps and as I understand it, the work of the
Special Committee on Climate Change is to solicit
the viewpoints, the views of Islanders as to how we
can, as a province, as a society, as an Island
society, best meet the challenges presented by
climate change.  I don’t know if everyone else is
aware, excuse me, I’ll just grab my briefcase, but I
must confess my own ignorance on this topic until
the other day and had not had the opportunity to
read this business plan.  I don’t know if you’re
aware of this.  If you’ve read it before, Curbing
Climate Change.  I’m not sure if I have copies for
everyone here but I’ll scoot two down that way and
two here. 

It’s just a little background material you might want
to read.  It mentions in there something that Prince
Edward Island is responsible for 0.3 per cent of the
carbon dioxide emissions that Canada was putting
out in the year 1990, and that’s 1990 is the base
year on which the Kyoto Accord is based and we
are committed to reductions there, as you’re well
aware as a nation, of our emissions.  That report
talks about some things government has already
done in different areas to meet, I guess to try to
meet the challenges of climate change.  But the
intent here, I believe, is to find out what Islanders
think and I’m reminded of a saying that I used to
see on the wall at CBC one time and I think it’s a
good saying, “God bless the wisdom of the man in
the street”.   And I think that’s what we’re looking
for here is to find out what is the wisdom out there
in Prince Edward Island, the good ideas that some
people have about ways in which we can, in small
and large steps, try to meet the challenges of
climate change in our Island province.  We’ve got
an awful lot at stake here being an Island province
because climate change, the warmer global
warming means we are under some pretty big
threats.

So I will entertain discussion to hear around the
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table of ways to go about successfully soliciting the
viewpoints of Islanders and I’ll take names as I go.
Mr. Mooney?  Andy?

Andy Mooney (PC):    What I’m wondering even if
we had set up four meetings across the province.
If you went like Charlottetown, Summerside and
maybe one east and one west and just had an
open meeting where the committee would go
across the Island to give people a chance to come
in, sort of thing.  Like most committee meetings are
here in town.  You don’t catch it from the east or
from the west but it’s kind of nice when the
committees move.  Would something like that
seem to suit you folks?

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    Are we set up for
that?

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    The
committee can travel if that’s what the committee
decides to do.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Carolyn.

Carolyn Bertram (L): So, thank you, Mr. Chair, the
purpose of this committee then is to just formulate
some type of–like what is the purpose of us?

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):      Well reading from
the website in the Legislative page, it talks about
getting the views of Prince Edward Islanders–yes,
the motion reads that was made on the 20th of May.

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): That would be the
resolution that we passed in the last session, the
spring session.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Yes.  “Whereas
the Government of Prince Edward Island has
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with
the federal Minister of Natural Resources and the
Minister of the Environment on climate change;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Special
Committee on Climate Change be established and
comprised of six members to be named by the
Honourable Premier and two members to be
named by the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition;

AND THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
said Committee on Climate Change be authorized

by this House to meet after the 1st Session of the
62nd General Assembly to consult with Islanders
and to develop recommendations back to this
House on a climate change strategy for the
province.  

So that’s– Mr. Arsenault, Wilfred?

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): Mr. Chair, Wilfred’s fine.
Are we expected to do this and to report back to
the House as in the fall session. . .?

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    Yes.

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): . . . or is there, is it
specifically mentioned in the resolution?

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    We’ll
have to report within ten days but we can put in an
interim report.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Within ten days of
the House opening in the fall?  But we could make
an interim report, if necessary, if our work wasn’t
complete?

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    Yes.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     So that means we
would have to have those four meetings sometime
in October and then sit down in early November to
formulate some kind of interim report.  Is that the
kind of timetable we’d be looking at if we were to
agree to four meetings?  Any ideas?  Mr. Ghiz, go
ahead.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    Thanks, Mr. Chair.
A good idea about the four meetings across Prince
Edward Island.  I think probably what we should do
is put some ads in the paper though, ask people
who wants to come in, and before we really plan
these meetings, make sure that there are people
who want to show up at those meetings, just so we
don’t show up.  So see what kind of response we
get back from an initial ad in the paper.  

Of course, there’s probably going to be some
environmental groups right off the bat, maybe
some curbing climate change.  It could effect
anything from agriculture to the fisheries to, you
name it.  So perhaps those groups want to make
presentations.  But I think we should find out how
many really want to meet with us first before we go
ahead and plan four meetings across Prince
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Edward Island.  For example, if there’s only like
half a group or one group from Souris that wants to
make a presentation, you know, do we travel all the
way for one organization.  If there’s ten that are in
Miscouche, or Wellington (Spoken in French -
English translation - If there were people who
wanted to make presentation in French there, the
committee could travel.) so it depends on where
the interest is, I think is how we should base it.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Ms. Bertram,
Carolyn?

Carolyn Bertram (L): Have you ever approached
it in committee where perhaps we have, not like a
workshop, but maybe an evening where we sit in
groups instead of being all around the table, where
people go into groups, talk about different things
and then come back and report, like kind of a
different environment.  Sometimes people feel
threatened with a larger group and maybe going
into smaller groups and then reporting back, like
have an evening approach and maybe it’s done in
Charlottetown or Summerside.  I don’t know, just
another approach to it.  

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): That’s more in the form of
a workshop?

Carolyn Bertram (L): Yes.  I don’t know, just a
different. . .

Helen MacDonald (PC):    A very informal.

Carolyn Bertram (L): Yes, because I think
sometimes people that really know a lot of this
might not come out if it’s just regular, you know,
come out and present your side of the story.  But if
we’re in smaller groups and then we report back.
I just know at school when we do workshops and
things like that, it helps, to be in small, little groups.

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): I, if I may, I think activities
like that should take place.  I wonder if perhaps if
there are interest groups out there and there’s a
few of them that come to mind right away and I’ll
just grab one, Earth Action.  I wonder if their role
could be taken to organize this type of workshop
where the public would have a chance to attend
and provide input and they could use this input
once they’ve had people from the communities
come forward and sit into small groups and so
forth, and provide this, the results of this discussion
to Earth Action which could take this information

and make an official presentation.  
Back to your question, and I’ll direct it to the chair
and I’m not sure if the answer is here today, but
would we be permitted to carry on with this type of
activity instead of having a hearing that would we
have a workshop?

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     I feel that a lot of
these organizations like Earth Action, like the
Federation of Agriculture, various groups on the
Island, I believe, have quite--have had the
opportunities, I’m sure, to have workshops or
studies of their own or committees struck in
regards to meeting climate change issues.  It isn’t
that this is something that’s sprung up overnight, as
they say, we’ve been looking at this since the year
2000 as a business plan of government as well.
So there’s material out there, I think, for these
organizations to have looked at and studied either
independently produced of their own or borrowed
from governments, federal or provincial.  
I think that the committee would be going a little bit
further astray if it did go to the workshop route.  I
think it would be welcomed; it would be great news
if we could hear that a group like Earth Action was
holding a workshop in anticipation of appearing
before the committee and inviting the members of
the public to do that, but for them to do that
independently.  I don’t see that as the work of this
committee.  I think the work of this committee, I
feel, is to listen to what Islanders are saying about
meeting the challenges of climate change and
global warming as it affects this province and our
responsibility to alleviate the problems thereof; and
with their specific ideas on how to do that.  

Based on what we hear from them, we can then
make recommendations to our government
responsible bodies to make those changes
necessary.  I just feel that we’d be going a little bit
too far from our mandate.  I think we can still hear
a lot of good things.  The people who will be
appearing before us in the main, I believe, are
going to be people who are knowledgeable about
climate change.  People who have had some good
ideas and they’ve just been looking for a proper
form to express them and this form, I think, is the
ideal situation for government to become re-
energized on the issue of climate change.  

So I personally wouldn’t favour it but if it is the
committee’s wish that we move in that direction, I’d
certainly would go along with the majority on that.
Helen?
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Helen MacDonald (PC):    Also, could we also give
some information to them as in invite groups to
come in, not only groups but individuals and give
them some information.  Like a lot of people out
there are looking for some information and
sometimes they’d like to just come and listen and
then they’d perhaps have some ideas that they
could bring forward rather than just the groups.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Yes, there is
someone who we’ve heard from, well the minister
mentions this person’s name, Minister Ballem, Erin
Swansburg, the Climate Change Coordinator in the
provincial government.  I don’t know if anyone’s
familiar with her, I’m not.  This could be someone
perhaps we could bring in who could lay down a bit
of a baseline, factual understanding of where we sit
right now in terms of climate change, its status and
effects on Prince Edward Island.  That might be
something to do, it might begin that way.

Helen MacDonald (PC):    Exactly, and I think
more people might come to meetings, rather than
you just having to come and give all of your, you
know, tell about what you want to tell.  But if you
could give some information to them at the same
time, because I think there’s a lot of people out
there would like some of this information and if you
have someone there that would have this kind of
information for them and it might show an awful lot
more interest for people to come to a meeting
rather than just come because they’re going to
make a presentation.  But if they could come and
learn at the same time, I think it would be, I think
that would be good.  I think we’d get an awful lot
more people out.  I don’t know, it’s just a. . .

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     No, no, I agree
with you wholeheartedly and I see this as a very,
number one - it’s for us to listen and respond to
what Prince Edward Islanders are saying.  But at
the same time, if we can educate ourselves and
others better at the same time, well it’s a double
benefit.

Helen MacDonald (PC):    Exactly.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Wilfred.

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): If this, excuse me, Mr.
Chair, is this a public–I assume it’s a public. . .  And
we know if this has been distributed well?

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     I really don’t know,

to be honest with you.  I must confess my own
ignorance on the issue because I wasn’t aware of
its existence till about two weeks ago.  And I knew
I had been appointed to this committee, I decided
I’d do a little digging around and I came up with
that and I said, “Gee, that’s an interesting
background paper”.  At least it puts a few things in
perspective in terms of what climate change is and
how we’re affected in Atlantic Canada and some of
the things our government has tried to do over the
last three years to try to make a dent or get a head
start on doing our share in the national picture.

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): If I could make a
suggestion, I think there’s a certain amount of
awareness that has to be exercised here.  The
clerk distributed a draft copy of an ad which I think
is fine.  The question or suggestion I have is that
perhaps.

Unidentified: You did that up quickly.

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):  
Anticipate.  

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): Perhaps we could issue
a press release of sorts which maybe goes a little
further and it may catch the eye of the public to
help us as far as awareness goes and maybe stir
up some sort of interest.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     We could at the
same time make sure that–see how many copies of
this are still around at Island Information Services
and that could be part of the press release that if
people wanted to have more information, they
could either pick up a copy of this.  I don’t even
know if it’s posted on the web or not.  But if it is, we
could mention that as well in the press release.

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): Absolutely.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Carolyn, Ms.
Bertram.

Carolyn Bertram (L): I still would like to see a
workshop or something to that affect, but if that’s
the wish of the committee not to do that, that’s fine.
But I think we have to practice what we preach in
terms of being a climate change committee and I
think the less paper trail, the better for this
committee.  I don’t know, I think what we should try
to do is anything that’s better for our climate, we
should try to do as much as we can with this
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committee, whether it’s meeting in daylight hours or
whether–you know, those types of things.  I think
we should try to reflect what we try to do.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Or travel together
to the locations.

Carolyn Bertram (L): Exactly.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     That we’re going
to go to, we can do as much pooling as possible on
that.  Has everyone had an opportunity to read
over this draft advertisement and what additions or
deletions we could make to that?  Any thoughts on
that?  Should we mention specifically that the
committee is interested in travelling the Island to
meet with people in terms of someway other than
saying, the impression here could be that we’re
going to be only centered in one area?

Helen MacDonald (PC):    Well one thing, we don’t
have a whole lot of time if you’re going to want to
do a presentation in the fall sitting, we don’t have a
whole lot of time to do it.  You’ve really just got your
month of October and we’re usually in the
Legislature in November.  So we don’t have a
whole lot of time so if we schedule four meetings,
we pretty near have to do them on a weekly, one a
week, if we do four.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Or even two a
week.

Helen MacDonald (PC):    Yes, two a week.

Richard Brown (L):    Where did we get the
number four from?

Helen MacDonald (PC):    That was just, could be
eight here.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L):    There might just
be enough for one night, who knows?  Who knows
how much interest we’ll get out of this.  I think you
could put in a line here that we would be willing to
travel to you.

Andy Mooney (PC):    Based on the interest.  I
mean if there’s only. . .

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): We can perhaps decide
that once we have an indication on the level of
interest.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Let’s see then,
yeah.  But what kind of deadline would we be
looking for?  Like I should ask the Clerk of
Committees if we approved this ad today, how
soon could it be placed in the paper and what kind
of respectful deadline could be made on it?  

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    Well in
the weekly papers, the deadline will be Friday of
this weekend, so the earliest it could appear in the
La Voix and the Graphics would be Wednesday,
October 6th, so it might as well appear in all papers
on the same date to be fair for everybody.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     October the 6th,
when it would appear.  That is a Wednesday.

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    Yes, it is
next Wednesday.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Alright and what
kind of deadline will we give people then to get
their indications of interest to submit?  Would a
week be sufficient, till the 13th of October?  

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): A little tight, isn’t it?
You’re talking about the indication?

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Yes.

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):  
Thanksgiving is in this.  What about Friday, the
15th?  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Friday, the 15th?
Would that be fair enough?  It’s appeared on the 6th

of October, the 15th of October, the deadline?  
Wilfred Arsenault (PC): Clarification, Mr. Chair,
are you talking about these groups or individuals to
give an indication or to make, to have a
presentation ready?  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Just to indicate
that they would want to present either written or
oral submissions.

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): Okay, fine.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Right - and we
would know then by–so what about Monday, the
18th of October, as a time to meet and assess the
number of, I guess, the level of public interest and
then based on that, on the 18th of October, we
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could make a decision on whether it should be one
meeting, two meetings, three or four, whether it
should be centered in Charlottetown, Summerside
or Souris.  Are we okay on that?  What time of day
on the 18th of October would be a good time?  I
know mornings are bad because those are
constituency hours.  

Helen MacDonald (PC):    That’s on a Monday?

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Yeah.  

Helen MacDonald (PC):    Afternoon, I find is. . .

Wilfred Arsenault (PC): I think mornings, a lot of
us have constituency hours.  

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Would 2:00 p.m.,
Monday afternoon?

Carolyn Bertram (L): I’m part time.  I could be
here about 10 to 3.

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     Ten to three, what
if we say 3:00 o’clock?  Would that be okay?
Because I don’t anticipate it would be that long a
meeting.  Would 3:00 be okay, Carolyn?  

Carolyn Bertram (L): That’s fine.

Marian Johnston (Committee Clerk):    I wonder
if you might want to invite Erin just to brief the
committee. . .?

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     That would be a
pretty good idea, wouldn’t it?

Wayne Collins (PC) (Chair):     That’s a very fine
suggestion from the clerk of committees.  We
mentioned this lady’s name earlier, Erin
Swansburg, the Climate Change Coordinator and
maybe we could get her to give us a bit of
background briefing and we’ll certainly make sure
that it’s open to the public and that the media has
been briefed and maybe if there are media
representatives there at that time, they could be
helpful in spreading the word.  And based on what
Erin has to say, it might excite them a little bit about
the imperative nature of acting on this issue.  So
3:00 p.m. our Climate Change Committee will meet
again on Monday, October 18th, at which time we
make an assessment of where we go from there. 

Any further business?  Any comments further?  No.
I’ll entertain a motion to adjourn then.  Motion from
Andy Mooney.  Second?  By Helen.  Alright, all
those in favour, say aye, AYE.  We are adjourned.


