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STANDING COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
AND TRANSPORTATION
Friday, February 4, 2005

2:00 p.m.

Guest: Honourable Jamie Ballem, Minister of Environment, Energy and Forestry

Wes MacAleer(PC) Chair : I now like to call this
committee meeting to order. This is the Standing
Committee on Fisheries, Intergovernmental Affairs
and Transportation and the issue that we are here
to consider is the Cardigan Fish Hatchery. I’m
going to suggest as the Chairman that I just make
a couple of opening comments and say that I want
to thank the MLA from Charlottetown-Kings
Square for his letter which is the cause for our
being here, but also I want to thank the many of
those of you in the community that have expressed
concern about this issue and personally I’ve
received a number of calls and I’m understand a
MLA’s have received calls on this issue and
therefore it is an important one. 

Let me just say that I - at noon hour I was
speaking to the president of the University, Mr
MacLauchlan, whose institution owns this facility
currently. And there is underway, a process to call
for proposals with respect to the operation of that
facility and that those proposals are now - the
proposal call is not closed yet, but it will be very
shortly. However, I think in the interest of this
meeting and to get this matter underway so that
we’re not all wondering what’s happening. I’m
wondering if it wouldn’t be suitable to have the
minister responsible for this area come forward
and explain what the government’s position is and
following his explanation, then I’d like to see the
committee discuss who else we want to call, what
we want to do with respect to the issue.

Personally, I think that there’s very little doubt that
we want to see this facility to continue to operate.
The question is who will operate it and how it will
be operated is in question. There seems to be a lot
of interest from a lot of different groups. I
personally am a bit confused as to who’s
responsible for what and who’s doing what. So I’m
going to suggest to the committee - is the minister
here, yes, is here, if we would call him forward, he
can make his presentation and then that will give
us context from which to carry out further decisions
as to who we would like to hear from.

Unidentified: Agreed.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Yes.

Richard Brown (L): I prepared a backgrounder for
the committee. I looked at this issue and I’ve done
a lot of research on it and I seek the approval of
the committee - I’ll pass out.

Cletus Dunn (PC):    I think we should hear from
the minister first.

Richard Brown (L): - I’ll pass it out, the
backgrounders are there. I’ve done it up in such a
way that you guys are used to, and Executive
Council, I’ve done up in the way that you guys get
your recommendations and that for decisions in
Executive Council, so I’d like you to read it. The
minister - I know the minister is just going to come
here and blame the federal government. We can
get that motion done right away if you want. One of
you can put on a motion and blame the federal
government, you get it over with and then we
should move on to the issue of the day.

Cletus Dunn (PC): I think we should hear from the
minister first before we (Indistinct) .

Richard Brown (L): Yes.

Cletus Dunn (PC): Make assumptions.

Richard Brown (L): Our assumptions have been
very good to date. But anyway you guys control
the committee, go ahead. 

Wes MacAleer (PC): Committee, my effort here is
to ensure that this facility continues to operate.
That’s all, that’s my background, that’s what I want
to see happen and the quicker that can be
resolved, I think the better the community is going
to be. 

Unidentified: I move that the. . .

Wes MacAleer (PC): No I’d like to recognize the
Leader of the Opposition.
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Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Thank you very
much. I’d like to thank the honourable member for
this backgrounder that he prepared and I too have
received numerous calls, numerous stop me on
the streets, comments, received - while I’m in the
barber chair getting my hair cut. Jack MacDonald
who cuts my hair is very concerned about this
issue as well, and informed me of it numerous
times and I see that there are quite a few people
here from the general public and I’m wondering if
perhaps - if we’re going to give the minister a
chance to make a presentation. If too, we can get
some background from any members of the public
that might want to tell us how important this
industry is and why they believe government
should step in to ensure that the Cardigan Fish
Hatchery remains open as well. 

So since we’re just inviting anybody to speak -
who’s here and the minister happens to be here. I
think we should also extend it to anyone else who
is here as well.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Okay.

Andy Mooney (PC): I move that we have the
minister come forward and we’ll make a decision
on anything else after that.

Unidentified: I agree.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Okay. All agree. 

Richard Brown (L): No.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): No.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Those who agree, raise their
right hand. Okay, minister, please.

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): You were
agreeing with me yesterday. 

Richard Brown (L): You did good yesterday. You
are wrong here. Wrong.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Might as well get to the
bottom of this.

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Thank you very
much, Mr. Chair and thank the committee for
allowing me to present today. I did make the
request this morning of you Mr. Chair, if I could

come before the committee and I guess bring you
up to date on things that have happened so far
and raise a couple of concerns if I might while I’m
at it.

The first concern that I have, Mr. Chair, is that the
public impression about what’s going on at
Cardigan Fish Hatchery and what is going to
happen to it in the future and the fact of the matter
is and this is not blaming the federal government
for anything, Mr. Speaker, or Mr. Chair, simple fact
is the University of Prince Edward Island is the
legal owner of the Cardigan Fish Hatchery. They
were given it over to by the federal government for
$1. They had to operate it as a hatchery for five
years and at that time the university had the legal
right to do what every they wanted. They’re
currently in a legal process which, Mr. Chair, just
a slight correction, that closed yesterday, their
request for proposals and the university has
received a number of proposals for people who are
interested in acquiring the hatchery. 

All along, Mr. Chair, we’ve talked about whether
we met with industry groups, user groups that are
represented here today, media or anybody else
who wanted to ask. There is no question of the
value that the Cardigan Fish Hatchery plays in the
sport fishery in this province. I don’t think it’s any
surprise to anyone that if we don’t have an
enhancement program and a restocking for
salmon, there will be no salmon fishery in this
province. There’s the odd salmon that will come up
to some of our rivers, but for the most part Morell
is the river that has it and that’s almost entirely
stocking from Cardigan. 

To a lesser extend, the Rainbow Trout and Brook
Trout are important and are especially important if
we happen to have a fish kill, enable us to restock
a river faster, we do have a number of programs
that are operated that the various community
groups and NGO’s will operate the fishing day
where we will use fish from the Cardigan Hatchery
to stock ponds, kids get out and have a fishing
weekend. 

So there’s no question about the benefit of the
hatchery. A little bit I guess on where we are to
date. Over the last month or more I’ve had
meetings and people from my department have
had meetings with - I’ll call them the user groups,
because of their concern of what was going to
happen to the hatchery. At one of the meetings the
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question was posed to me, what can we do as
user groups? It wasn’t a meeting of okay,
government you do this this and this. They asked
me what can we do? So I suggested if they could
get people together from various sectors and come
back to us with a proposal of how they could get
involved as users of or benefactors of this hatchery
and I’m pleased to say Mr. Chair, that on Monday
I met with about 20 people who represented
various groups, whether it’s the salmon federation,
fly fishers, the Wildlife Federation and other
interested groups. They came to me with a
proposal that they thought would be workable in
trying to make the hatchery viable in the long term.

I’m not going to give any of the details today, Mr.
Chair of what their proposal is because my
concern is that we’re going to - could be perceived
of influencing the legal process that the university
is undertaking right now.

If someone was awarded, was a successful
prepotent would that allow an unsuccessful group
to say, well I was all set and I could of won except
the Legislative Committee or the minster said this
and that influenced the university. It’s a legal
process, it’s a fair process, we want to let it go
through. 

I am encouraged though Mr. Chair, by discussions
that I’ve had with a number of people who have
indicated to me that they are going to bid on the
facility. Each and every case that talked to us
indicated that they were going to keep
enhancement going. It’s an important part of the
operation of the hatchery to have the ability to sell
70 or 80,000 salmon every year and 50 or 60,000
trout. That’s a pretty nice market to have. I don’t
think anybody would want to throw it away.

I had a discussion last night with the president. He
said they received a number of very impressive
bids. Each and every case of what he called the
impressive bids indicated that they wanted to keep
enhancement going.  We own some land that will
revert back to us that’s part of the overall package.
People are aware of that. We will be looking for
enhancement. Everything indicates that there will
be an enhancement program after this facility
changes hands and the new owners come into
place.

The other point I just wanted to make Mr. Chair,
and I heard these rumors, people have called, and

I’ve heard rumors on the street and I expect
everyone on the committee has heard the same
thing that the staff will be gone by 5:00 this
afternoon.   The university is shocking the fish
down there, to kill them or they are going to shut
the thing down and let the fish die. That’s not the
case. The fish will be maintained. I don’t think
anybody wants to go in there and buy a facility that
is empty of fish. Why would they want - not want to
start with the full inventory. And the indication from
the president is that the fish that are there will be
available for stocking this spring.

So Mr. Chair, I just wanted to raise those points
and my biggest issue though is my concern that if
this committee gets involved at this point and I
don’t have a problem if after the process at the
university doesn’t meet the needs of the province,
by all means let’s hear from various groups. My
concern is because there is a legal process
underway right now - I don’t want to have the
perception that elected officials and it doesn’t
matter which party it is -elected officials are being
perceived as interfering with the process. Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Are you taking questions.

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Yes.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Yes. Okay we’ll go around
the table and you can ask questions. Leader of the
Opposition.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): I’m just looking for
some clarification. There was and for some
background here - back before Christmas wasn’t
there also a RP put out for bidding on the Cardigan
Fish Hatchery?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Yes.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): And there was a
bidder who was successful, but I understand that
their condition was that the funding from WCF and
from the province still be in place. 

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Yes.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): So when they
initially made that bid. Were they under the
interpretation that funding was going to be
available and than it was pulled by government?
Because - and I agree with you. I don’t think
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government should be getting involved in the
private sector and telling them exactly what has to
be done, but this is a natural resource and
sometimes government does have to step in. I’ve
seen you do the same thing with Maritime Electric
on occasion on building generators and you are
good at it and I agree with you on that matter, so I
don’t think in this instance, we should be overly
concerned because you’re saying after this RP is
over, if we don’t agree with it, well we’ll do
something than, but why don’t we tell them now
what we need and show them what is available
and I think that if we show them that $106,000
funding is in fact available. It’ll make for a much
smoother process. 

So two questions, one if you could just answer
that. If the funding is going to be available for
those people there? And two, back when the
original proposals were done and this was back in
November, were those proposals done with the
thought that the government funding was going to
be there and it was pulled after or did they make
the proposal saying, we need government funding
to do this?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): I’m not sure on
the last question. I’m not sure what the
proponent’s expectations were. If people weren’t
aware of the announcement that was made last
spring during the budget process that the
provincial money, the $106,000 was only going to
be available if the federal government’s $70,000
was available. And that was said from day one at
the start of the budget year. If people went into the
RFP in the fall thinking that the 106 was there and
the 60 from the Conservation Fund than that’s ,I’m
sorry that they had that misunderstanding and my -
I think what happened is when that money was not
available, some of the bids were contingent upon
it and the university decided that they were going
to have to do it again.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Now I’m not - when
it comes to recreational fishing like this. I’ll admit I
enjoy going out and doing it, I don’t do it as much
as I should, but I was interested I believe you
made some comments in the House and I’m sure
the honourable member next to me will raise them
afterwards, but about how it’s a great family event
to go and we need to go and promote this. I’m just
wondering when someone goes out to buy a
licence for recreational fishing, is it $8 or
somewheres around that for a licence plus $10

charge for conservation measures?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): It’s around $10
when you add the GST for the licence and $13 for
the conservation stamp.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Okay and there’s
about how many licences a year?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): If you take into
account the free licences that farmers and
bonafide farmers and licenced fisher -

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): How many people
pay, sir?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Trying to do that
calculation. It’s a little over 9,000 licences
altogether. About 7,000 I think pay the fee.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Seven thousand -

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): I think it’s about
7,000.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): And with that
money there, why don’t we use that for the funding
for the $106,000?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Well the Wildlife
Conservation Fund, the $13 stamp that the users
pay and that’s where industry came forward a few
years ago and said -

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Yes.

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): - we’re prepared
to help out with things. Sixty thousand of that fund
goes towards buying enhancement stock goes to
Cardigan Hatchery. The remainder goes for, the
majority of the remainder goes for projects in
stream enhancement, wildlife groups across the
province. So there’s a committee that meets and
determines where that money goes. So it doesn’t
all come to government and say. Well we’re going
to give 60 here and the rest goes into general
revenue. It goes for conservation measures across
the province.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): So as of right now,
the government of Prince Edward Island’s position
is that there will be no funding for the $106,000?
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Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): No, our position
right now is that we will continue to buy fish for an
enhancement program. And when we’ve talked to
some of the proponents and I want to try to be
careful that I’m not - I don’t know who all the
applied or who bid, but when people have talked to
us about what do they see our role being and what
are we prepared to do in the future. Our indications
are that we will - we are prepared to continue to
buy fish for enhancement.  The question that I
asked the group on Monday or in previous
meetings was how many fish do we need? And do
we need 70 or 80,000 salmon a year? Those were
the numbers that we’re looking at. So rather than
say here is the block of money, you go and do
what you want. We’re saying to people that we’re
prepared to buy the fish on an annual basis that
we need and whether it’s through the Conservation
Fund or other means of revenue.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Okay, Mr. Currie.

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): Jamie, in your
opening comments, you mention that you  in
conversation with the president of UPEI that there
has been some really good bids come in. I gather
that you feel confident there’s going to be - the fish
hatchery is going to be opened and there’s going
to be an enhancement from it.

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Every
discussion we’ve had to date, whether it’s with the
university officials, with president Wade, with user
groups, everyone is saying that we’re going to
have an enhancement program. The proponents
that we talked to are saying, I want to have - if I’m
successful, I’m going to continue the enhancement
program because it makes sense for me. It’s a
business plan that here I’ve got an opportunity to
sell 70 or 80,000 salmon guaranteed every year.
Why wouldn’t they do it? 

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): So you feel that in
a week or two that this will all be resolved?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): The university,
and I’m not going to try and speak for them, but
the indication was given to me by Wade were that
they’re going to deal with them the first of the week
or as early as they can, and hope to have a
decision in the next two weeks and I asked Mr.
Chair again that if the committee is able to say,
let’s wait for a week or two til this process
continues. I think you said in your opening remarks

that you had spoken to the president today. I’m
sure that if the committee wants to call the
president or any officials from the university, they’ll
come.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Agreed. Any other
committee members. You have a motion.

Richard Brown (L): Yes.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Okay. What’s your motion.

Richard Brown (L): Well we’re done of him, are
we?

Wes MacAleer (PC): Well no, no it doesn’t it deal
with the minister being here? Okay. Any other
questions.

Richard Brown (L): It doesn’t bother me. 

Wes MacAleer (PC): If you got no further
questions for him.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): If he’s going to
leave, I’ve got a question.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Okay fine. 

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): And my question is
will the Cardigan Fish Hatchery be in operation this
spring as it was in past years?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): It will be in
operation.   Will be as it has in past years, no,
because the university won’t be the owner. 

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Will it be there to
(Indistinct) the stocks?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): -it won’t be a
research facility. Will it be, yes.  

Wes MacAleer (PC): So is there any other
questions for the minister, if not, we can ask him to
leave.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): If it’s not, will you
step in with the money?

Honourable Jamie Ballem (PC): Yes.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Okay, no, no just a minute.
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Wait til he gets out.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Set them with the
money now.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Thank you very much,
appreciate you being here. Appreciate in taking -
in short notice I realize that. Okay Mr. Brown.

Richard Brown (L): Mr. Chairman I have a
motion.

WHEREAS  the Cardigan Fish Hatchery plays a
vital economical and environmental role in
support of recreational fishing on PEI; 
WHEREAS funding under the Cardigan Fish
Hatchery operating has come to an end; 
BE IT RESOLVED that this committee
recommends that the Cardigan Fish Hatchery be
transferred back to the province and kept as a
public assets; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
committee recommends an RFP be issued by
the government for the operation of the hatchery
as a non profit association; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this
committee recommends that the $60,000 from
the Conservation Fund and $106,000 from the
licence fees be allocated to the operations of this
hatchery.

And I’ll comment on it right now.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Good motion.

Cletus Dunn (PC):     Can we vote on that?

Richard Brown (L):    Yeah, I’m going to talk -

Wes MacAleer (PC): Well let’s get a look -

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): We’ll get to
comment on the motions here.

Wes MacAleer (PC): We’ll read it first.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): I’m sure you
haven’t made up your mind yet on it. You’d like to
comment on it yourself probably and think perhaps
read the motion.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Okay we’ll have the mover
(Indistinct) .

Richard Brown (L): Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
First of all there’s some questions of ownership. I
have Executive Council order here 575-97 -
transfer of provincially owned property to the
University of Prince Edward Island. There is a
number of acreage has gone to the university to
run this hatchery and I want to quote here
“Transportation and Public Works shall be granted
the right of first refusal on the said land or portions
thereof for the sum of $1, should the University of
Prince Edward Island wish to dispose of the
property or discontinue the operations of the fish
hatchery.”

So we have right of first refusal on some of the
property here, Mr. Chairman. 

Honourable Philip Brown (PC): We don’t own
the fish hatchery.

Richard Brown (L): Well we can if we want to.
We’re government, government can do what it
wants, in the public interest, Mr. Chairman.

As we’ve seen, Mr. Chairman, you wasted $31
million on Polar. Mr. Chairman, we see here and I
want to quote one thing. “Many Islanders have
fond childhood memories of lazy summer days.
Spent fishing for trout in local ponds, however,
today’s children are more likely to be seen playing
video games than fishing for trout. With startling
statistics concerning childhood obesity and
inactivity, it is more important than ever to promote
the participation in outdoor activities.”  That is a
quote from the current minister in charge of the
fish hatchery, Mr. Chairman. I believe in that
statement, Mr. Chairman, I believe that this is just
not a - that this hatchery is just not for profit
organizations. This hatchery provides stocking for
our rivers.  This hatchery provides our rivers with
fish and for our citizens of Prince Edward Island to
go and enjoy that. That is their resource, Mr.
Chairman, not the resource of any individual or
any private company, Mr. Chairman.

We have a policy decision to make today and I
think - and that’s why I bring it forward here today.
I seek this committee’s approval that we keep this
in the public interest, because it’s important that
this hatchery remain in the public interest, because
fishing is in the public’s interest and as the minister
has said here, fishing is a great thing for our
children, to get us out, to get sporting activities, Mr.
Chairman. We see the public all the time spending
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substantial amount of money in recreation
facilities. The government of Prince Edward Island
contributed to the CARI complex. The federal
government has contributed to the CARI complex.
We have rinks, pools all over the island, Mr.
Speaker. 

What if a young child doesn’t want to skate or
swim in a pool, Mr. Speaker but they want to fish.
That is their opportunity, Mr. Chairman and fellow
committee members to participate here. And I
think we should allow them that opportunity.

As I’ve shown you here in the backgrounder
information, Mr. Chairman, this is a vital thing, this
fish hatchery. Recreational fisheries contributes
$3.6 million to the PEI annual economy, Mr.
Speaker. So it does. 

We collect $166,156 in the 2004 Public Accounts
for licence fees. That’s - I’m not sure if that
includes the Conservation Fee also. People pay
for this service Mr. Speaker or Mr. Chairman and
I think it’s vital that we, as a province, continue to
own this asset, continue to provide this restocking
to the people of Prince Edward Island.

Now either government can run it or a NGO.
There’s a lot of great NGO’s out there right now,
Mr. Chairman, and a lot of great organizations that
are willing to participate in this.

We see in December, we went to an RFP, the
province pulled its funding, the minister has
indicated earlier that everybody should of known
about that. Well I didn’t know about it. I’d like to
see where his press release was sent out that no
funding was going to be available here or that the
letter that was attached to that original proposal
that no funding was going to be available, Mr.
Speaker. They chose to wait until after the House
was closed to have this debate and to cancel the
last RFP

Ask for saying well we’re in a legal process right
now and we shouldn’t get involved in this legal
process, Mr. Chair. The University of Prince
Edward Island is owned by the Province of Prince
Edward Island, Mr. Chairman, we fund I, aye?”.
We passed the land over to the university, Mr.
Chairman and I think if we went to the president of
the university and said look it, we have made a
policy decision that we are going to keep this in
public hands and we’re going to get an NGO or the

province is going to run it itself. That I think the
president of the university would be willing to
negotiate and look at it, Mr. Chairman.

So I put forward these recommendations. I hope
that the committee votes for it. I notice on the
website there, Mr. Chairman, there’s a great
backgrounder information provided by the Atlantic
Salmon Federation. 

I’ve also put in your package today that the
Government of Nova Scotia, they feel important
enough that they run two hatcheries over there
and its their public policy to run these hatcheries.
So why are we rushing as a government to get rid
of everything, Mr. Chairman. This is a public
resource, the public should own it and the public
should have it for ever, Mr. Speaker, because I
really think that our rivers and streams are for the
people of Prince Edward Island and those rivers
and streams need fish in order for this fisheries to
go on, Mr. Chairman.

I have a fear that if we let it go by the wayside, and
I’m glad to hear the minister today come in as a
savior, you know they are not shocking trout. I
don’t know where they get some of these rumors.
They make them up themselves. But anyway that’s
his rumor, Mr. Chairman, and I think that’s the
problem with this, too many rumors are out there.

So I beg the committee to support this motion,
recommending that we keep this in public hands
and that we go to tender with it and allow an NGO.
I also hope that we - that this committee allow
some of the NGO’s to make a presentation today.
I read some of their information. Excellent
information, Mr. Chairman. I understand maybe -
for us to say to these groups that look it you have
to give us $140,000 or $150,000 for this property.
Right off the bat they are behind the eight ball
again. All I’m saying is that if we keep the asset,
okay. There’s no property tax on it because it’s
provincial, you know. We can get - there’s no
corporate income tax on it if it’s kept provincial.
They don’t have to make corporate income tax by
doing/producing the fish and selling it back. 

So I beg this committee to follow this
recommendation. Other provinces are doing it. I
think we should step up to the bat here and do it
and save this industry and save this fishery. Not
that it’s going to go down the tubes, because I
know the NGO’s that are out there and the NGO’s
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that are involved in this industry will not let that
happen. They will make sure. 

But we owe it to them to keep this sporting industry
alive.  We owe it to them, we provide all kinds of
money to other organizations, Mr. Chairman. And
by the way we’re going to think the rich salmon
fishermen are rich people out there that can do
this. Well Mr. Speaker a lot of children that use
these - go out fishing and that, Mr. Speaker, may
not of been able to afford it. These are the
organizations that’ll keep it going. I think we should
support that.

So public, we have a public policy decision to
make today I think. Do we want to keep a public
asset? Do we want to provide a mechanism for our
citizens of PEI to enjoy the outdoors, to participate
in activities in the outdoors. We’re always talking
about obesity, we’re always talking about healthy
children. We got the ministers and we got all of
government running around talking about how they
want healthy individuals. This is a way to do it Mr.
Chairman, and if we really believe in it, we’ll
support this. Thank you.

Wes MacAleer (PC): Mr. Mooney.

Andy Mooney (PC): Thank you. Sometimes I can
be blunt, but I’ll just put it the way is see it.  A
quote from the Guardian: Paul Martin fishes for
votes on Prince Edward Island. He didn’t mind
having his damn picture taken at the Cardigan Fish
Hatchery, and right now, it used to be 100 per cent
federally funded and they keep rationing back and
all of a sudden, the province is left holding the bag
and I’m completely supportive of the Cardigan Fish
Hatchery. I’ve got more phone calls from around
my district from people that support it, but let’s just
face facts. 

Since the federal election, Martin has spent 90 per
cent of the time jet-setting and the other 10 per
cent of the time on one piece of legislation in
Ottawa that’s consuming all the time and they’re
forgetting about a lot of resources. 

The bottom line is it should be more than just the
province you’re after for money. The feds should
be honouring their commitments here as well. I
mean, the bottom line is you can push this around
with a long stick, if there’s a couple of proposals
coming forward that would look at this and the
province is willing to go in and ensure that there’s

going to be restocking, I think the committee
should hold off until these proposals are looked at,
but you fellows should spend a little time with your
federal counterparts to see if they’ll step up to the
table as well because they’ve constantly been
reneging and backing out of it and they’re doing
this with a lot of different funding arrangements
and then all of a sudden, they have a neat way of
stepping out the back door and leaving the
province looking like they funded it all along, but
that’s just not the case.

Richard Brown (L): Mr. Chairman, I have a
question.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Yes.

Richard Brown (L): You know, look, we can go
on with this attitude blaming the federal
government for everything, okay? And you’ve been
doing a great job. If you guys can’t govern, okay,
go down to the Lieutenant-Governor and tell him:
We can’t govern. 

Because that’s all I ever hear from you is: We can’t
do it because of the federal government. We can’t
do anything because of the federal government. 

Andy Mooney (PC): (Indistinct) 

Richard Brown (L): If you can’t do it, go down and
resign your posts, okay? We’ll get someone that
can run in your district.

Andy Mooney (PC): So are you saying there, Mr.
Brown, that the PEI government should cover the
total cost of everything whether it’s a federal or a
provincial responsibility?

Richard Brown (L): Now your government and
governments in the past have been fighting for
block funding, okay block funding, under the
equalization formula. Governments have been
fighting for this. Your premier, Pat Binns, has been
fighting for block funding since the day he got
here. 

What did the federal government do? Increased
the block funding to the provinces. We are going to
get over $600 million more from Ottawa over the
next 10 years under the new formula negotiations.
You guys wanted block money. You guys said: Get
out of this, give us block money and we’ll decide
what to do with it, okay?
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Andy Mooney (PC): But whose responsibility is it
before you to keep ranting here? Whose
responsibility is tidal water, rivers and streams? If
you want to put a dam in a stream or if you want to
do anything, because I’ve had people inquire, it’s
all federal jurisdictions, it touches on. They control
all tidal water, rivers and streams, so the bottom
line is how can they -

Richard Brown (L): But who’s collecting the
fishing licenses? Who’s collecting those fishing
licenses? Why are you collecting fishing licenses?
Why are you collecting conservation (Indistinct)?

Andy Mooney (PC): And the bottom line is we’re
saying we want to put money back into restocking,
but you can’t leave the whole ball and - 

Richard Brown (L): Mr. Chairman, we can take a
leadership role here, okay? The federal
government has told us: We’re not doing it. I
understand that this government signed a deal
with the federal government on a block funding
and a way out on this in the early - five or six years
ago.

We signed it. Like the Best Start Program, we
signed it. We said: Look, we know we’re getting
out of it. We’ll assume responsibility. Now all of a
sudden, they’re changing their minds. Now we can
take a leadership role here and say: This
government’s not going to do it, and we’re going to
step up to the battle - like Nova Scotia has done,
like our sister provinces have done - or we can sit
here and complain and complain and blame and
blame and blame. Now either you’re going to show
leadership and step up to the bat or are you just
going to sit there and complain for the rest of your
life?

Andy Mooney (PC): And you can show some
leadership by talking to Shawn Murphy and a few
of the federal counterparts and have them step in
too.

Richard Brown (L): He already said, he already
said we’re not getting the money, okay? Do you
understand that? We’re not getting the money.

Andy Mooney (PC): So what the hell is he doing
in Ottawa?

Richard Brown (L): Okay, so are you just going to
stand by and allow it to happen? Are you going to

stand by and just blame?

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): You’ve got to step
up to the plate sometimes. 

Richard Brown (L): Yeah. Nova Scotia did. We
agree with you, boys. We agree.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Okay, Mr. Currie is
next.

Richard Brown (L): We agree, boys.

Richard Brown (L):     We’ll blame the federal
government, too.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): But at the end of
the day, we have to step up (Indistinct).

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Mr. Brown, you’ve
had your chance. All right, Mr. Currie.

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): I appreciate the
comments here today. Having that fish hatchery is
in my district, I certainly have a lot at stake here,
and we had - I called for two public meetings last
fall. I didn’t see anyone of you three there.

Richard Brown (L): Because you had (Indistinct)

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): And we were
concerned about it at that time. Our money was
always on the table. We’re always looking for
solutions. Certainly there’s a group of people now-

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): So your money’s on
the table?

Richard Brown (L):    The 106?

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): I didn’t interrupt
when you guys were speaking. If you want to
showboat, boys, do it somewhere else. Anyway, in
regards to the users now you have come forward,
there’s a willingness to have this happen and the
minister just clearly explained there is going to be
a solution. There is going to be a fish hatchery and
there is going to be enhancement for PEI. 

I don’t know why you want to sit in here and
showboat when you wouldn’t even go to the public
meetings. It’s just a showboating event is all you’re
having here. We are going to have a solution. It
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takes time to go through the process and it will be
done within a couple of weeks.

Richard Brown (L): (Indistinct) show, you think
this is a show, do you (Indistinct) maybe it is to you
it’s a show.

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): Well, why didn’t
you go to the public meetings?

Richard Brown (L):    Maybe to you it’s a show.

Hon. Michael Currie (PC):    Why didn’t you go to
the public meetings and encourage them? 

Richard Brown (L): Because you had a process
in place. You had a process in place, a tendering
process, that I said I’m not going to interfere with,
and then your Minister of Fisheries (Indistinct).

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): Now you want to
interfere with them.

Richard Brown (L): Yeah, because look at the
letters to the editor. Look at the people saying you
cancelled the first one, you waited until the
Legislature closed and then told the public. You
wouldn’t allow proper debate in the Legislature.

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): Our funding was
always on the table.

Richard Brown (L): Is the $106,000 on the table?

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): Our funding - we
support it. It’s your friends that failed us.

Richard Brown (L): And there you go again,
blaming. Blame.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Mr. MacKinley has
the floor, please.

Unidentified:  They’re your friends, too.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Mr. MacKinley,
you’re here as a committee member.

Ron MacKinley (L): No, I’m here filling in because
Richard’s filling in for me because I was going to
be late today. I’m on this committee, sir. Would
you know I’m on this committee?

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): I know you are. I just
want to make sure you . . .

Ron MacKinley (L): So Richard is filling in for me
and I said I’d be late, but I came to the meeting
and I’m filling in as a member of the Legislative
Assembly.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): So my
understanding is which one of you is going to
vote?

Ron MacKinley (L): Richard, today. 

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Okay, Richard’s
going to vote. You’ve got the floor. You can speak
if you wish.

Ron MacKinley (L): Yes. 

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): You’re good at
(Indistinct). I’ll allow you to speak.

Ron MacKinley (L): Yeah, Richard votes today
because he got a letter from the Leader of the
Opposition stating that.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): No problem. I just
want to make -

Ron MacKinley (L): If you had to get a letter from
the Leader of the Opposition stating that Mr.
MacKinley would be late and Richard will fill in for
him, it would have been different.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): You’ve got the floor,
sir. Go ahead.

Ron MacKinley (L): All right, just one question.
How much money are you looking from the federal
government per year? Could somebody tell me
that? 

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): The federal
government’s out of it.

Ron MacKinley (L): Pardon?

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): The federal
government is no more - 

Ron MacKinley (L): Yeah, but how much are you
looking for them for a year?
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Honourable Mike Currie (PC): We’re not because
they’re not in the picture, so we’re doing this
another way.

Ron MacKinley (L): Oh, all right. So you’re not
looking, but I believe it was what, how much? 

Richard Brown (L):    Sixty thousand or -

Ron MacKinley (L):    Sixty or eighty thousand.
Just to clear the air here, you’re looking for some
money. Well, we shouldn’t even be meeting here
today. This fish hatchery should be up and going.

Andy Mooney (PC):  It is going.

Ron MacKinley (L): Mr. Mooney, please let me
finish. And it should be kept going. The Minister of
Environment is spending $300 a pop on ads for his
political future trying to become leader of the
province. Mr. Mooney, you know yourself that the
deputy minister of agriculture was the manager
over at the fish hatchery.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Mr. MacKinley, I just
want to explain that the minister has been here.
He’s made a presentation. You weren’t here, but -

Ron MacKinley (L): I can’t help that.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): I know. I’m not
blaming anybody. I’m just saying that he did make
an explanation, but go ahead.

Ron MacKinley (L): Yeah, I’ll get the transcripts.
That’s why we have transcripts, so I can read it
later.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Go ahead. You’ve
got the floor.

Ron MacKinley (L): So I have the floor. So if you
go to the deputy minister, by the way, that was in
charge of the fish that got killed down there, the
deputy minister is the same deputy minister that
the Premier told me in the House had nothing to
do with Executive Council when he hired Kevin
MacAdam for $50,000 for a part-time job for
collecting money for your fisheries and everything
else.

You people have wasted millions of dollars, which

everybody knows, and I won’t get into that, but Mr.
Mooney, if your track record around election time
is this: You spent $2,700 giving EDA jobs out
when there was no election - I’m just telling you
how to get the money. Then you spent $57,000
around election time, so don’t play politics in here.
Do what you’re supposed to do as an MLA and
that’s lobby your ministers to get this up and going.
That’s what you’ve got to do.

The federal government - whether the federal
government did it or not, they signed an
agreement a few years ago and they were going to
start you off, and then you were going to run it on
your own. 

There’s all kinds of programs. We have them in
agriculture where they give assistance to climate
control warehouses, but after that, you can’t go
back when the money runs out and say: I want
more for that warehouse to keep it going. 

So Mr. Mooney, you’re doing an injustice to the
people you represent by the foolish remarks
you’ve stated here today, so I’ll just - wait, no. I’ve
got the floor. So what you want to do is go after
them: Where’s the $40,000 or $50,000 Kevin
MacAdam got? He didn’t even have an office out
there, maybe a phone number. 

You didn’t mind doing that to help out a minister,
your Premier, Executive Council, in order to get a
job when he lost the election to Lawrence
MacAulay and he wasn’t making his usual Cabinet
minister’s salary. Now you wouldn’t know that
because you don’t get it, but the thing was that’s
where your problem is. You’re full of political
patronage to the highest level, and you like to put
a big smokescreen up. 

Well, Islanders are getting up to you and that’s
why all these people are here - a lot of these
people are here - and they’re tired of this blame
Ottawa, blame Ottawa. Mitch Murphy was on TV
the other night. People were telling me the other
night: My land, Ronnie, we were wrong.   And I
said: What were you wrong about? Well, the $125
million deficit went to $111 million to $125 million.
We were wrong. We thought Mitch Murphy would
start blaming the ministers of the federal
government, but no, he blamed the pensioners’
fund first, then he went to the federal government,
so get your head out of the sand and start
representing the people you represent.
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Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Mr. Brown? You’re
next.

Honourable Philip Brown (PC): Thank you, Mr.
Chair. I’m just going to begin. I think we had a
motion put on the floor that I don’t believe was
seconded, so I don’t know -

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): It doesn’t have to
be seconded.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): No, it doesn’t have
to be seconded. 

Honourable Philip Brown (PC): But on that, I
hope that the user groups at the Cardigan Fish
Hatchery are impressed with the level of
intelligence brought to the debate to the fish
hatchery’s future here this afternoon.

I would feel that they must be well-assured that the
proponent to bring this to the committee’s attention
this afternoon has done an admirable job of
demonstrating their position, and it must be quite
gratifying to see it discussed as it has been here
this afternoon.

I do want to say I was in contact with the Minister
of Development, the member for the area, when
he had not one, but two public meetings in his own
community at the Cardigan Village Hall. Six people
showed up. Federal representatives were invited.
They didn’t show up. 

I was extremely disappointed - and I don’t mind
saying it with the user groups here - I was
extremely disappointed at that time that the user
groups did not take an active role in trying to put
forward their position as the importance of this
facility, and there have been processes. Yes, there
has been not one. There has been two processes
up to this point, and there is a process in place. 

There have been assurances this afternoon that
there will be enhancements this spring. I am very
concerned that enhancement takes place. It’s
been very good for the province, and that’s our
interest. Our interest is in ensuring there’s fish. I
would hope from the user groups here that that is
their interest.

If this hatchery can be utilized by a group to create
economic benefit within the province, I think that
everyone here should be in favour of that. To say

that we ignore the process that the university, the
legal owner, has put in place and we ignore that,
we throw it out the window and we claim
ownership of something we don’t own, by way of
emotion of the legislative committee, I mean,
you’ve got to give your head a shake and say:
Well, what is the level of intelligence to all of that?

It’s unbelievable. The member has a piece of land
that the province does have a right of first refusal.
It doesn’t include the full hatchery, and he’s
saying: There’s the deed. You fellows can take it
back at any time. 

Richard Brown (L): You can.

Honourable Philip Brown (PC): It would be nice
if we could use the legislative committees
constructively to go forward, but that’s obviously
not the objective of the members here today, and
I will certainly be voting against this motion
because it’s probably - to deliver on this motion
would probably be illegal.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): (Indistinct) 

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Are there any other
speakers on the motion? Yes, Mr. Ghiz.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Thank you very
much, Mr. Chair, and I can admit that I remember
when this issue was a hot topic in the fall and I
knew you were hosting those meetings, but at the
time, I knew that there was some RFPs coming in
to the University of Prince Edward Island. 

I remember we were given, in our office, copies of
the proposals that were coming in and we saw
some proposals in there that we did like. I believe
there was NGOs and they were depending on the
government funding, and we thought that
everything was going to be fine, that there was
going to be an NGO and this is just my
interpretation of the matter, that there was going to
be an NGO taking over and that the provincial
funding was going to be there, and then it was
after that we found out that, in fact, that wasn’t
happening. 

I believe it was the end of December after the
Legislature had closed and then once January hit
and we realized that this wasn’t going ahead with
the original plan, well, then our office - the same
as, I’m sure, many of your offices here started
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getting calls and it’s been bubbling up now over
the last month or so to the extent where basically
every Islander knows about the fish hatchery,
knows how important it is to restocking our
streams and rivers here on Prince Edward Island
and I think at the end of the day, what this
committee is trying to do, and why the honourable
member from Charlottetown-Kings Square brought
this idea towards the committee is to insure that
the Province of Prince Edward Island is, in fact,
dealing with this in the correct manner.

And from what I’ve heard today, I’ve heard
basically from the minister the same sort of talk
that happened prior to the last RFP going out, and
that process, in fact, didn’t work and that’s why
we’re concerned today, and that’s probably why a
lot of the anglers on Prince Edward Island are also
concerned with that, Mr. Chair, because they
realize it’s of utmost importance.  And I believe
that if we can step in as a province, as other
provinces have done, and insure that we can make
sure that our streams and our rivers are stocked,
it’s only going to be beneficial, as the Honourable
Minister of Tourism said, economically, which is
very important for the Minister of Development and
Technology. 

It’s also very important, and I’m sure the Minister
of Tourism will support me on this, that if you go to
New Brunswick, it’s a major tourism attraction,
their fishing over there, and what our concern is
and what my concern is, is that we do not drop the
ball on this, and I believe it’s important that all the
members of the Legislature and members of
Cabinet are well-aware of this issue, and where
our problem is is that we’ve gone through this
process before, and the process has failed, and
we just want to make sure that our government
here on Prince Edward Island is doing whatever
they can do to insure that this happens.

And the last RFP that went through, there was a
proper bid in there, and I believe it was a good bid
that people were happy with, but they had to pull
that bid because the government funding wasn’t
there, so I want to make sure - and I believe that
this should be one of our priorities. We should be
there to make sure that this is done, and that’s why
we’re before this committee.

Like the Honourable Minister of Environment
indicated, he’d like to see the process play out.
Well, what happens if the process plays out and it

turns out to not be beneficial to the people of
Prince Edward Island? Well, then we’re going to
have to go at this all over again. 
So I think 

Honourable Philip Brown (PC):   Make that
(Indistinct) 

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Well, no, no, make
that judgment at the time, as the Minister of
Tourism said, and he’s correct, but quite frankly,
sometimes we can’t wait forever on these things
and postponement isn’t good.

Richard Brown (L): The season’s getting late.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): So I think today’s
meeting was very productive. The government of
Prince Edward Island knows how important this
issue is, and I would like to thank the honourable
member from Charlottetown-Kings Square, who’s
done a lot of work on this file and also, I’d like to
mention the member from Crapaud-Hazel Grove
also, who unfortunately wasn’t able to make this
meeting today, but she also was on top of the file
in the fall, and we, as an opposition, made the
decision that we understood there were good bids
coming forward and that things were going to be
taken care of.

Unfortunately, that didn’t happen, so what we’re
trying to do today, Mr. Chair,  is ensure that those
same mistakes - or perhaps it might not even be a
mistake. Perhaps the same, slipping through the
same cracks doesn’t happen again, and I’m glad to
hear that the honourable members of the
government side are in favour of saving this
hatchery. I believe it’s important.

Yes, you can blame the federal government all you
want, but at the end of the day, this is something
that affects Islanders and we have our own
government here on Prince Edward Island, and
sometimes we just have to step up to the plate, so
I agree with this motion and I think that if we can
insure that the provincial funding is going to be
there, and there’s going to be an NGO, I think we’ll
be in a better situation for the people of Prince
Edward Island - and for our streams and our rivers
- to make sure that they’re well-stocked for future
generations.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): On the motion.
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Ron MacKinley (L): Just a second.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): On the motion.

Ron MacKinley (L): No more? 

Committee Members: (Indistinct) 

Ron MacKinley (L): I had my hand up (Indistinct)

Richard Brown (L): The rules (Indistinct). No, no.
Read the rules, boys.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Okay, okay. Oh,
okay. Give it a short reply, Mr. MacKinley.

Ron MacKinley (L): I just want to make a
suggestion because I’m not a voting member and
I can’t make a motion, but I think before you have
the vote, you should invite a few of the people that
are concerned here to come up and tell us how
important, and ask them what they think of our
motion that Mr. Brown put through here to help you
guide because politicians are supposed to listen to
the people, and there’s more than that out there
listening to the people, so I’ll just make a
suggestion. If somebody wants to make a motion
to that, that’s fine, or a member.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Thank you, Mr.
MacKinley. I appreciate your guidance on this. On
the motion, on the motion, those who are in favour
of the motion, raise your right hand, please. This
motion as presented. Those opposed to the
motion, raise your right hand. The motion is
defeated. Now I will entertain further discussion on
what other business you wish, or how you wish the
committee to proceed.

Richard Brown (L): I move, Mr. Chairman, seeing
that we allowed the minister responsible for the
fish hatchery to speak, Mr. Chair, we allow some
of the NGOs to speak to this committee before this
major decision is made by the university, and hear
from them.

The member from Cardigan said that no one
showed up at his meetings. Well, they’re here
today. Do we want to hear from them and hear
what they have to say about this important
resource or do we just want to throw them out?
And I move, Mr. Chairman,  that we have a few of
them up.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Well, Mr. Brown, I’m
not opposed to that. One of the problems I do have
is a timing issue and -

Richard Brown (L): (Indistinct) wanted to meet for
eight hours.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): How long do we
propose that this committee wants to meet
because I didn’t come here today - I came here
today with the idea of just establishing procedure,
which we usually do when we have a committee
meeting.

Ron MacKinley (L): It’s a quarter after three and
(Indistinct).

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): And usually that’s
what we did, but however, in order to expedite this
issue, I thought it would be good to have at least
the issue put in context. Now I’m at the disposal of
the committee. What do you wish? 

Cletus Dunn (PC):    The bottom line is I thought
this was an organizing meeting and it was great to
have the minister come in and give us some
insight on what’s been taking place, and what I
would like -

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair):    Neither did I.

Cletus Dunn (PC):    - but what I would like,
basically, is to give the university their couple of
weeks and at that time, we can come back and
meet.

Members:  I agree.

Ron MacKinley (L): Okay, I have a (Indistinct)
motion.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Mr. MacKinley?

Ron MacKinley (L): We were at a meeting, well
(Indistinct)

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): What’s your
suggestion, Mr. MacKinley?

Ron MacKinley (L): Well, just give meu a chance
then, if I’ve got the floor. We were at a meeting
there yesterday in Public Accounts which you sit
on  and there’s been suggestions to meet all day.
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Here you start a meeting at 2:00 o’clock, you want
to wrap it up by 3:00 p.m., which is only an hour. I
think that you should consider their motion that
they have and support that motion and you
brought the minister in. Nobody knew that he was
coming. You brought him in. He likes the clips we
see all the time on TV, $300 a pop.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): (Indistinct)
leadership campaign.

Ron MacKinley (L): So my suggestion is we bring
in three people from here that support this and let’s
hear from them so we can make a decision, get
the fish hatchery going, and get on to something
else. I mean -

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Mr. MacKinley, this
is a personal matter. I’ve got to catch an airplane,
but I will accept your suggestion. I know that this is
- may not be (Indistinct), but as a chairman, if there
is anyone in the audience, we’ll give you 15
minutes -

Committee Members: Oh, no, Mr. Chair.
(Indistinct) 

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Okay, okay,
whatever you wish. 

Cletus Dunn (PC):     Call the question.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Okay, what’s your
motion, Mr. -

Richard Brown (L):    (Indistinct) invite the people
in, Mr. Chair, but anyway, vote.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair):    Okay, we’re going
to vote on your motion.

Richard Brown (L):    Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair):    To allow speakers
from the floor to speak.  Do we have a time limit on
this? 

Unidentified: No, (Indistinct) a question.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Just a question?
Okay. Those in favour of the motion, raise your
right hand. Those opposed. It’s defeated. Okay,
Mr. Brown?

Richard Brown (L): I just have one question.
Executive Council order 57597, Mr. Chairman:
Write a first refusal of the province. Has the
province taken that property back or have you
exercised your right of first refusal? 

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): The minister
probably can (Indistinct) on that but I think we do
have that option.

Richard Brown (L): No, but it’s in the tender
package as a part of a tender?

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): Yes.

Richard Brown (L): So are you getting any money
from it? Have you foregone your right of first
refusal on that property for this tender? 

Honourable Mike Currie (PC): It will be to the
benefit of the Cardigan Fish Hatchery, and I can
assure you that there will be a hatchery and there
will be a new hatchery program.

Richard Brown (L): Not in public (Indistinct).

Ron MacKinley (L): Like I said I used the word
trained seals, which I shouldn’t have. I should have
used trained clappers instead. It’s unparliamentary
to use the word trained seals, and I withdraw the
remark. Can I use the word trained clappers?
You’re trained clappers.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): I’ll entertain -

Andy Mooney (PC): I just want to move to
adjournment until after UPEI has a chance to
consider these bids that have come in. At that
time, we can meet, so I move for adjournment.

Wes MacAleer (PC) (Chair): Move for
adjournment? Thank you.
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