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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES, RULES & PRIVATE BILLS
Thursday, February 5, 2004

10:00 a.m.

Tape No. 1

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   I’ll call the
meeting to order.   I guess we have two people
sitting in this morning, MLA David McKenna will be
sitting in for Minister MacAdam and for MLA
Carolyn Bertram sitting in will be MLA Ron
MacKinley.  So with those aside we’ve come here
this morning on three different matters and I guess
what we will do is we’ll come, we’ll just get
organized, we’ll get some facts together facts
together.  We perhaps won’t come to too many
decisions today but we will get organized and we’ll
start with that. 

 The first item on the agenda is the propriety of the
Deputy Speaker serving on Executive Council
Committee and that was brought to us by the
Leader of the Opposition to have the Deputy
Speaker more or less serving under the same
umbrella as the Speaker.  And we’ll throw that out
and if anyone wants to bring anything forward on
that as to the reasons why the Deputy Speaker
should or should not sit on Executive Council.  And
again,  we’ll just get organized this morning and
we’ll take it from that.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): Do we have any
information, Madam Chair, on the practice in other
provinces and territories?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   No, we don’t, do
we Charlie?

Charles MacKay (Clerk): Thanks, Madam Chair.
First off,  the Leader of the Opposition had
requested of the Speaker a decision relating to the
propriety of a member of an Executive Council
Committee serving as Deputy Speaker.  So in
ruling on the matter in the Legislative Assembly
the Speaker stated as follows–That while I am
guided by the rules of the House with respect to
the matter,  I feel that careful consideration of the
question is warranted by the Standing Committee
on Rules, Privileges and Private Bills in ensuring
that members themselves have an opportunity for
input into defining the role and responsibilities of
the Deputy Speaker and determining an
acceptable level of independence and impartiality
for the office.

So that’s the reason, of course, that it’s before the
committee here this morning.  As far as practice in
other jurisdiction,  I have looked in an informal sort
of way at what happens in other jurisdictions and
really the practices, customs and procedures of
other jurisdictions pertaining to this type of office
are not of the written variety.  Like so many things
in other jurisdictions the parliamentary customs
and traditions are really by practice of the various
jurisdictions.  So it doesn’t appear that there are a
lot of written rules surrounding this, certainly not
contained in the various standing orders of the
legislatures in other parts of the country.  But there
has been sort of a body of practice, if you will,
developed around the office more of Speaker than
that of Deputy Speaker.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): You said you did it in a
kind of an informal way.  Maybe what we could do
is ask you to come back at our next meeting since
this, Madam Chair, you said this was an
organizational meeting, maybe you could come
back with something on paper about the practices,
do a formal request from the other provinces and
jurisdictions and see what they have.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Yes, I would
appreciate that.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Okay.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Could I just get a
clarification on the issue?  The issue is whether or
not the Deputy Speaker should be permitted to
serve on Executive Council Committees.  Is that
correct?  Is that the question?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   I think that’s
essentially . . . 

Wes MacAleer(PC):     Or whether somebody
serving on Executive Council Committee should be
allowed to be a Deputy Speaker, likewise?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Yes, essentially that
and whether or not the lines,  the legislative and
executive lines of division in the Westminister
model, whether or not those lines are being blurred
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by having a member of an Executive Council
Committee, duly sworn to participate in the
activities of an Executive Council Committee
serving as Deputy Speaker.

Wes MacAleer(PC):     The second question is are
we questioning then whether or not the speaker or
the Deputy Speaker should be allowed to sit on
standing committees?  Because there’s two
different committee structures here.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   That’s correct and the
answer to that would be no.

Wes MacAleer(PC):     So the answer to that is
clear, it’s no.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): That’s not what we’re
being asked to . . . 

Wes MacAleer(PC):     I know we’re not but I’m
trying to find out here whether or not . . . 

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Well, of course, there’s
a distinction between an Executive Council
Committee and a standing committee of the
Legislative Assembly and the question before this
committee is not whether there’s propriety in the
Deputy Speaker sitting on standing committees of
the Legislature.  The question is whether or not
there is a question of the Deputy Speaker serving
on an Executive Council Committee.

Wes MacAleer(PC):     Okay, right. And is the
question a money question?  Is that the issue or is
it a question of responsibility?  In other words
when you do your research on this I want to make
sure that when you bring back your responses you
will know what you’re supposed to be responding
to.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Yes and my
understanding of the question is not one of a
money question.  It’s one of a jurisdictional
question in that is the function, the Executive
Council functions of a Deputy Speaker impinging
on the Deputy Speaker’s ability to be independent
and impartial in the performance of his functions
as Deputy Speaker.

Wes MacAleer(PC):     Okay.  That’s what I think
you should be doing but I just wanted to make sure
the committee was sure that that’s what in fact
they wanted you to comment on.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Right.  So you
can bring that back to us, Mr. Clerk.  Yes, Mr.
Brown?

Richard Brown(L):   Yes, I have a motion here
that I’ll be tabling or asking for consideration of the
committee.  It’s basically–Therefore be it resolved
that the Standing  Committee on Privileges, Rules
and Private Bills begin a thorough examination into
the propriety of non-ministerial members of the
Legislature serving on Executive Council
Committees before any changes to the rules of the
House are considered. 

And further be it resolved that the Standing
Committee on Privileges Rules and Private Bills
invite appropriate experts in parliamentary
procedures to offer guidance. 

I’ll put that motion.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): I think what we’ve
already decided is that we will look for input.

Richard Brown(L):   This is to formalize it.  Now,
the reason I’m putting this motion on is because as
we’ve debated in the Legislature a number of
times the inappropriateness that we believe of
having basically all of the legislature, the back
bench, sworn to secrecy, sworn to executive
council.  Really then the legislature is becoming a
part of the executive branch and we don’t have a
legislature in that case.  The three levels of
government is your judicial, your executive and
your parliament.  And by swearing all of the back
bench or swearing all of MLAs onto the executive
basically that takes away the role of the legislature.
And there is tons and tons I guess law and
precedence behind the independence of the
legislature.  So I believe this committee should
review this and should call experts in from other
jurisdictions or from the university.  Although the
Clerk can do his job I think this committee should
hear from other people what they think we’re doing
here and is this appropriate for their legislature and
that’s why we’re putting this motion to the floor
today to see that if the experts in the law and the
precedents to the this point support what we’re
doing.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): Could I have the
resolution read again, Madam Chair, please or Mr.
Clerk?
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Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Do you wish it read in
it’s entirety perhaps or just the . . . 

Ron MacKinley(L):   Read it all.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Whereas the Standing
Committee on Privileges, Rules and Private Bills
has been asked to consider the rules of the
Legislative Assembly pertaining to the propriety of
the Deputy Speaker serving on Executive Council
Committees;

And whereas the rules of the Legislative Assembly
do not mention the existence of Executive Council
Committees;

And whereas the executive and legislative
branches of our parliamentary democracy are
traditionally separated;

And whereas Sections 9 and 9.1 of the recently
amended Executive Council Act may blur the
separation of the executive and legislative
branches of our parliamentary democracy; 

And whereas the Executive Council Committees
cost Islanders hundreds of thousands of dollars
every year in staff resources and special payments
to government MLAs;

Therefore be it resolved that the Standing
Committee on Privileges, Rules and Private Bills
begin a thorough examination of the propriety of
non-ministerial members of the Legislative
Assembly serving on Executive Council
Committees before any change to the rules of the
House are considered;

And be it further resolved that the Standing
Committee on Privileges, Rules and Private Bills
invite appropriate experts in parliamentary
procedure to offer guidance.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): So this resolution then
is broadening what we’re meeting here today to
discuss because what we’re meeting here today to
discuss is the propriety of the Deputy Speaker
serving on Executive Council Committee that was
referred to us by Mr. Speaker.  So that resolution
would broaden what we are being asked to
consider today.

Richard Brown(L):   Mr. Chairman, Madam
Chairman, Rule 8.1 of the Standing Committees

and I’ll quote it: “Committees shall be severally
empowered to examine and inquire into all such
matters and things that may be referred to them by
the House; and in addition, Committees, by
majority decision of their membership, may meet
to examine and inquire into such matters and
things as the Committee deems appropriate”.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): This resolution having
being  tabled, do we discuss it today?

Richard Brown(L):   Yes.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): I didn’t ask you.
Madam Chair?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Yes.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): When a resolution is
tabled is it open for discussion on the day that it’s
tabled?

Charles MacKay (Clerk): It can be if the
committee so determines.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    It’s not voted on
as yet.

Ron MacKinley(L):   It can be discussed and
voted on.  You should know the rules.  You were
the Speaker too.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): I’m not the Speaker,
haven’t been the Speaker on a Standing
Committee.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   The opinion of
the committee.  Well, the reason for coming forth
today was just more or less to get organized and
to bring back some information to us to broaden
our own, where we stand as far as other provinces
are concerned or the House of Commons.  So I
don’t know if, to me it’s, I thought we were just
coming together just to get organized and more or
less just to bring in some information.  Then
maybe once we get organized and we know what
we’re really talking about then it perhaps would be
time to bring motions forward.  That was my
feeling when I first came in this morning.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): Well, that’s what the
note says.
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Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Yes.

Richard Brown(L):   And my understanding,  our
motion just says this is the way we shall do it.  I
want it formalized to say okay, let’s do a formal
report on it, let’s call in expert witnesses on this
and let’s hear from parliamentary people who are
more knowledgeable than ourselves into this.  And
to see that the way our structure is now, is it
appropriate?  That’s the way I’m understanding
it–we’re saying we’re here to do our procedures.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Which is
elaborating on the original point of why the
committee was called.  The committee was called
to look at the role, whether it’s appropriate for the
Deputy Speaker to serve on an Executive Council
Committee of government and what you’re asking
the committee is to look at is all non-ministerial
members and because there’s a clear distinction
between the two branches of government.

Richard Brown(L):   Well, if we look at item No. 2
on our agenda–Consideration of the Rules of the
Assembly pertaining to membership on standing
committees–that’s part of this resolution also.

Ron MacKinley(L):   That’s where it is.  If I could
have a say?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Yes, go ahead.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Consideration of the rules of
the Assembly pertaining to membership on
standing committees(by motion of the House), and
then on about the computers.  But anyway, the
thing is the motion can be brought in today
because there’s three things on the agenda we
have here today.  Secondly is,  by having your
members–see the Legislative Assembly is the
Legislative Assembly; Executive Council is
Executive Council and what you’ve got here is, you
got your backbenchers, or members of the
Legislative Assembly all sitting on special cabinet
committees that are all sworn to secrecy.  So in
other words they can’t even hardly ask their own
government any questions because they might
divulge secret information.  Their job is to hold the
government accountable the same as our job is.
And this is one of the problems we have with these
members sitting on these cabinet committees.
You basically have total control from Executive
Council and what we want to do is keep
democracy in the House and that’s the reason

we’re bringing it forward.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Right.  And we
understand that but at the same time I think today,
like I say, we were just coming together to get
organized and for the Clerk to bring us back some
information on these items from other provinces.
So I don’t know if, as far as bringing a motion in
today before we get some of those informed and
then we’ll decide whether or not we’ll bring the
motions forward.  That’s the way I see it but . . . 

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Madam Chair, I
would suggest that because the member that
tabled the resolution, he doesn’t have it seconded
yet . . . 

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   No.

Richard Brown(L):   Don’t need it seconded in
committee.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Okay.

Ron MacKinley(L):   I can second it anyway.  Not
very hard to do.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC): . . .then we as a
committee could decide–if we’re saying as a
committee the intent and purpose of meeting here
today was to plan out our strategy on how we’re
going to address the three issues that’s on the
agenda, we can as a committee still allow this to
be tabled and then if the motion is voted on we can
defer it to next meeting to decide what we’re going
to do because part of the answer to this, I believe
on my interpretation, is that if number one is
addressed and somebody with expertise comes in
and says that it is not wrong for the Deputy
Speaker to sit on the committee, my understanding
of number two was dealing with the numbers in
regards to increasing the number of members on
committees which was changed by the Premier
getting up on the floor of the House and making a
change to increase the number of members in the
Opposition that was sitting on the standing
committees and then referring the issue to this
committee to deal with to change the rules to
accommodate what was done in the House.  Am I
wrong on that?

Dr. David McKenna(PC): That’s my interpretation
too.
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Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   How do you feel,
Mr. Clerk?

Charles MacKay (Clerk): Well, I think the second
part was more clarification of the rules of the
Legislative Assembly and how the Committee on
Committees structures the various composition of
the committees of the Legislature and whether or
not additional clarification is required to
accommodate the membership that was
determined by the committee.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    So if number one
if answered by independent expertise that says,
say they were and aid that it was not wrong for the
Deputy Speaker to be a member on the Executive
Council Committee and if the two divisions of
government are in fact distinct and separate in
regards to their mandate according to the member
from Charlottetown-Kings Square then government
has the right to establish committees to allow
people to perform a function in government if
government determines by having members on
committee to be a better way of managing the
affairs of the province.  

The issue that I see that’s happening is that if we
get an answer that would favour that the Deputy
Speaker was not wrong to serve on the committee
would that say then that other non-ministerial
members could in fact or MLA members, could sit
on Executive Council Committee?  Because if the
Deputy Speaker can serve on the committee
would that say then that MLAs could serve on
Executive Council Committee, like the reverse?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   No,  I think it would
premature to make a determination like that until
you have the benefit of some input from some
other jurisdictions and maybe at the wish of the
committee some parliamentary expertise and
advice on the matter.  So I wouldn’t want to pass
judgement on that at this point.  But I do think that
there might be a bit of confusion between item one
and item two.  Item one and item two are really two
quite distinct questions before the committee and
the second part really deals with the question, you
will recall . . .

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Proportion isn’t
it?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Proportion and
whether or not the membership on the committees

as originally comprised with one member of the
opposition and I think five or six members of
government, whether or not the rules allowed there
to be two members of the opposition and
additional representation of government.   I think
they’re two separate questions there.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): I think the word
“generally” was the crux of the matter.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   That’s right.
Generally gives it the flexibility, doesn’t it?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):   That’s what the
Opposition argued.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   I think the motion
before the House was there was a question
approved by the Legislative Assembly seeking
clarification from this committee as to whether or
not additional amendments were required to the
Legislative Assembly rules to allow that to happen.
And maybe this committee might determine that
there isn’t.  But that’s the question that the
committee has before it as far as the composition
of the various standing committees of the House.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): Do you mean numbers?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Yes, well numbers and
membership.  Like, for example, is it a strict
mathematical equation or does the “generally”
provide flexibility to the House to provide for a
different membership on the committees than
strictly a mathematical equation saying that you
have, you know, 15 per cent of the members in the
House, therefore you’ve got 15 per cent of the
members on the committee or does it generally
provide some flexibility for the committee on
committees to make a determination outside of
that strict mathematical equation.

Ron MacKinley(L):   The Speaker doesn’t sit on
Executive Council Committee. And basically the
Deputy Speaker does at that time so what that first
one is to clarify that the Deputy Speaker sitting  on
Executive Council Committees might have to make
a judgment in the House when he’s acting as
Speaker.  And that’s what that is all about.  That’s
nothing to do with . . . 

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   That’s No. 1.

Ron MacKinley(L):   That’s No. 1.  That’s nothing
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to do with No. 2.  No. 1 is basically the Deputy
Speaker.  Can the Deputy Speaker sit on
Executive Council Committees and also be Deputy
Speaker.  Because under Parliament, Speaker is
supposed to be away from the Executive Council
and they’re supposed to be independent.  Well,
they’re in charge of the House.  So all of a sudden
the Speaker is not supposed to attend caucus
meetings, the Speaker is not supposed to, etc.,
etc.  And any Parliament meetings I was ever at
when the Speaker, when it came up about the
Speaker–I remember asking them well, what
happens, the Speaker is also an MLA and they
have jobs to do in their riding and I said how does
that work?  And what I was told by the Speakers
there was  if for instance a Speaker was looking to
get some road paved the Cabinet Minister would
give first priority to look after that, what they can do
what can’t, to keep–like we all know there’s got to
be some contact because you’re an MLA also and
you’re doing two jobs.  So what I was told was the
Speaker was probably the best position you could
be because the Cabinet Minister would have to
look at that right away in order to keep the contact
as far as possible from the Speaker.  You know
what I mean?  And deal with this thing almost on a
. . .

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): Didn’t quite work that
way.  I wasn’t able to get my way all the time.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Not saying you get your way.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): No.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Making a point
there, yes.

Ron MacKinley(L):   But the Cabinet Ministers
were supposed to or let’s say there was, I don’t
know, let’s say you had the C & D site going out in
your riding and the Speaker is also the member in
that riding so she’s going to get phone calls, or he,
from that particular riding.  Well, then any contact
the Speaker had with the Minister’s department
was supposed to taken on as first priority and get
that information back as quick as they possibly can
compared to, in other words the Speaker’s
priorities went ahead of the other MLAs and that is
what I was taught at any of the Parliamentary
Conferences I was at and there’s all kinds of
literature to back that up.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    I don’t think that’s

a reality in practice in this province.

Ron MacKinley(L):   No, but it should be.  Just
because it’s not a reality.  We know from time to
time your Speaker goes to Caucus–probably not
when the House is in session but when the House
is not in session–I don’t know if they do now but
there was times even when the Liberal
government was in power.  You know it’s a hard
thing to be Speaker, yet you’re an MLA.  So you’ve
got to, the way it was done in the  other Parliament
jurisdictions  the Speaker got priority.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): Before you came in,
Honourable Member,  we asked the Clerk if he
would research the other provinces and territories
to see what the practice was in relation to Deputy
Speakers sitting on standing committees and we
said that we would ask him to do it and bring that
information back.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Bring that
forward.  Yes, as long as there is consensus.

Dr. David McKenna(PC): I have a question.  On
No. 2 there on rules of membership on standing
committees are we also going to limit the number
of people on the committee, is that the intent of
this proposal as well?  I mean it gets to a point
where how big a committee do you want.  It
doesn’t state there the size of the committee in the
Section 4, the standing committee stuff.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Right.  But in
proportion and if we take that into the proportion in
which we have our own, we have 23 to 4 so in
proportion that would be one  to six.   But because
the word “generally” is in there it gives some
flexibility.  So, of course, the Premier came forward
and put an extra member of the Opposition on the
committee.

Richard Brown(L):   The Premier didn’t, the
Legislature decided.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   The Legislature.

Ron MacKinley(L):   He might have directed you
guys to . . .

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):   Did we vote on that,
Honourable Member, of was it just the Premier
stood up and made that concession?
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Ron MacKinley(L):   Basically what happened
was . . . 

Richard Brown(L):   He  made the  concession
after the Speaker ruled that the Opposition’s
motion that additional members can sit on the
committee is appropriate.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    No.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): The Speaker sent it
here to the Standing Committee.

Richard Brown(L):   The rule doesn’t say must or
shall as the Premier was saying.  The Premier was
saying the rules say “shall be” and the Speaker
came back and ruled “generally” meaning that
more members could be added to the committee.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):  My point is that the
decision to place more members on the committee
was, I don’t believe a vote of the House, I think it
was a concession on the part of the Premier.

Richard Brown(L):    He (indistinct)

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): He is the Premier of the
Government, that’s right.  But it wasn’t a vote that
the Legislature determined.  It was a vote that the
Premier made, as a concession.

Unidentified Voice:    The Speaker ruled.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Well, the thing was . . . 

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:   Go ahead, Clerk.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   Madam Chair, I think
as a result of the Speaker’s ruling the Committee
on Committees went back and revisited
membership on the various standing committees
of the House , then submitted a subsequent report
to the Legislative Assembly on which was voted,
received and adopted by the Legislative Assembly.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):   The report was.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     The report that
comprised the membership of the committees.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Yes, but the Premier–like
you guys do it in caucus.   I mean if the Premier
told you to go ahead and do it in caucus it’s not

really in the House.  He supported it.  The
committee, yes, met and re-advised us. 
Apparently those rules were changed in what was
it, ‘96?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   There was a special
committee of the Legislative Assembly in 1995 that
made recommendations back to the House and
changed the, actually put a limit on the number of
members on standing committees to ten.

Ron MacKinley(L):   The reason that was . . . 

Dr. David McKenna(PC): But it doesn’t say that in
here though.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):   It does state that in the
rules.

Ron MacKinley(L):   But I think really what
happened was at that time we had two members
I think in opposition. . . 

Unidentified Voice:   At that point, one. 

Ron MacKinley(L):   In ‘95?  

Unidentified Voice:   Yes.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Yes, all right.   Her complaint
at that time was there was too many of the
government members on committees.  Like there
was one person so we more or less did that in
order for the opposition, like for instance, when I
was a lone member if there was no rules there
then the government could just fill up the
committees and then by the time that member got
around,  and I think she brought up a case that
didn’t have ample time on some of this stuff to get
her questions out so they limited the rules in order
to accommodate the opposition at that time.

Tape No. 2

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC): The Committee on
Committees that you’re referring to, what year was
that?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    2003.  And as far as
the limitation to 10 as a maximum number on the
standing committees I think it was felt at the time
that the committees were getting too large and
perhaps a little unwieldily and I think there was
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one, the Standing Committee on Agriculture at the
time had, I think, 14 members on it.  The
committee was considering composition of the
committees in light too of the Legislature going
from 32 to 27 members and if you end up with 14
members, for example on an agriculture
committee, you have more than half of your
Legislature sitting on a standing committee of the
House under the 27 seat single member
constituency change.

Ron MacKinley(L):   I’m sorry I’m late today but I
only had 20 minutes notice to get here.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Madam Chair?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    Yes, Mr.
MacAleer?

Wes MacAleer(PC):    (Inaudible) perspective
here on what we’re discussing and see if we can
compartmentalize it.  The first question is whether
or not the Deputy Speaker should be allowed to
serve on Executive Council Committee.  My
understanding on that issue is that we have
advised,  that the Clerk is going to research that
item and bring back to this committee some
learned presentations. 

The second question is the consideration of the
rules of the assembly pertaining to membership on
standing committees.  

Now the third issue, which is what is contained in
your motion, Mr. Brown, is whether or not the
executive committee structure limits the
effectiveness of people serving in a legislature.  

Now the second question I’d like to get clarified.
Are we suggesting that the rules of the Assembly
be changed?  Is that the question that’s being
asked here or is it that the Clerk is going to
research this and bring back some additional
information on that item?  What are we deciding on
the second issue?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    On the second
question there was a motion in the Legislative
Assembly passed unanimously that this committee
look at the rules of the Legislative Assembly
surrounding the composition on the standing
committees of the House and whether or not
clarification was required to accord flexibility for the
membership of standing committees of the House.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Okay, so how are we going
to handle it?  What are we going to do then?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    By membership you
mean numbers, numerical.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    That’s correct, yes.

Dr. David McKenna(PC): It’s already up to 10,
isn’t it?  Can’t go more than 10.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    Can’t go more than
10.  The rules say that the membership on
committees shall be generally proportionate to the
parties in the House.  So does that “generally”
accord flexibility I think is the question that this
committee needs to ask and does there need to be
change to the rules of the House to, for example,
to legitimize the composition of the present
standing committees of the House.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Okay.  There needs to be
brought to this table some expertise on that
particular question.

Richard Brown(L):    The motion (indistinct)

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Well, no, no.  But I mean,
I’m trying to . . .

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    The motion is,
there’s more than one item on the motion.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    I consider that item No. 2
that has to be clarified and the question is does the
committee wish to have the Clerk or some
expertise brought back to the committee in order to
make a decision on it?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    I think we could
decide on whether we retain the word “generally”
or whether we say that the committee must be
comprised of proportionate representation ?

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Okay.  Is there a need then
to bring to the table then some expertise with
respect to that question?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    I would like to
have some more expertise, you know, some more
expertise myself before we either change–we don’t
like to change things unless we know exactly what
we are changing.  How does the committee feel?
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Dr. David McKenna(PC): I think our only problem
with that, Madam Chairperson, is that it’s the word
“generally” is the word we have a problem with,
isn’t it?  I guess maybe we should find out–I mean
do we just substitute a different word for that?  Is
that what we’re looking at?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    But if you take
the word “generally” out, then you’ve got no
flexibility.

Dr. David McKenna(PC): That’s right.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    So this, the way
it stands now it gives some flexibility as to how
many members do sit on those committees.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    And that was
essentially the Speaker’s ruling, that’s correct.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    Right.  So should
it be maybe just left the way it is?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    Well, you did say that
we were not going to be making decisions today
so maybe we could . . .

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    No, that’s right.
Those are just some things we’ll throw out and
maybe make a decision at our next meeting.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Madam Chair,
can we also get information from other jurisdictions
in regards to how they make up their committee in
relation to the numbers from each party that
elected representatives are and what constitutes
their committees in relation to the numbers
elected.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    That would be a
good idea, yes.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Thank you.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    All three questions will
require  we have additional information at the
table.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    Two questions.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Okay.

Richard Brown(L):   Madam Chairman?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    Yes.

Richard Brown(L):   I’d also like the committee to
consider here, like what set of rules are we going
by here?  We always hear about Parliament, we’re
with the parliamentary procedures, we’ll following
tradition, we’re following the practices of
Parliament, like this book here, the House of
Commons Procedures and Practices and the
general consensus is well, we’re following a set of
rules.  And I want to know what set of rules are we
going to follow?  Are we going to follow these set
of rules, are we going to make up our own rules,
are we going to say we’re following these and
have an exemption  to these rules.  Because one
of the general provisions in this book here,
membership-general provisions–it says the
membership of the committees must be composed
of members of the House of Commons.  They may
serve on more than one committee.  Well no rules
prevent any member from being named to a
committee,  current practices normally exclude
current members who have other parliamentary
functions–the Speaker, chairs, ministers.  So, you
know.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    We have that
covered, Honourable Member.  If  you look in page
one of our Rules of the Legislative Assembly of
Prince Edward Island, it says on page one “The
proceedings in the Legislative Assembly of Prince
Edward island and in all Committees of the House
shall be conducted according to these Rules.  In all
cases not herein provided for in these Rules or by
sessional or other orders, the usages and customs
of the House of Commons of Canada in force at
the time shall be followed as far as they are
applicable to this House.”   So it’s clear in our own
rules that we follow our rules and if something is
not provided for in our rules then we go to the
House of Commons, if such rules are applicable to
this House.  So I think the very first thing is . . .

Richard Brown(L):   What rule governs the
membership and what rule exempt?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    Well, that’s the one
that we’re dealing with, Honourable Member, that
says “generally”.

Richard Brown(L):   Okay, so what rule
says–parliamentary procedure excludes
ministers–what rule in this book says we’re not
going to go by that rule?  We’re going to allow
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ministers.  Could you point that one out to me?
Like, you’re saying this book says these are the
rules and if the rule is not written down, we follow
these rules.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    That’s what I said.

Richard Brown(L):   Yes.  So where’s the
exemption of these rules and this rule that allow
ministers to sit on committee?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    Where does it say
they can’t?

Richard Brown(L):   Yes, that’s what I’m saying.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    Where does it say in
this book that they can’t?

Richard Brown(L):   This book precedes.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    No, no.  This book
supercedes.  This precedes that one.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    These are the
rules, Honourable Member.

Richard Brown(L):   This book precedes that if
these rules aren’t applicable.  This book, just throw
it out the window.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    Only if this one
doesn’t . . .

Dr. David McKenna(PC): This book does not
allow, doesn’t say you can’t be a cabinet minister
and be on standing committees.  It doesn’t say
that.

Richard Brown(L):   Yes but this book says you
can’t . 

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    Oh, yes but this is the
one we go by.

Dr. David McKenna(PC): This is the rules we go
by first.

Richard Brown(L):   Okay.  So if–but this book
says no ministers can and where does this book
say ministers can?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    There’s nothing in the

rule book that  they can’t.

Richard Brown(L):   Well then this book is wide
open then.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    Honourable Member,
you’re, I think,  misconstruing what I’m saying.

Richard Brown(L):   You’re (indistinct)

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    No, I’m not.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    No.  So if the
Clerk could bring us back some information both
No. 1 and No. 2 on the agenda I don’t think we
should be in any hurry to either be for or against
any of these when we’re changing rules in the
Legislative Assembly. I think we’ve got to be very
careful.  We’ve got to take our time and make sure
everything is covered.  So if the Clerk could bring
us back that information I think we’d be more
informed on our decision.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Madam Chair, I think
there’s some urgency to clarify item one given the
fact that we’ll be sitting probably in the next couple
of months or so.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    Oh, yes.  We will
have some clarification by then.

Wes MacAleer(PC):    We’ve got to make a
decision on that.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    I understand,
Madam Chair, that the Deputy Speaker has
resigned from the Executive Committee of
government.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    Yes.   But
whether he has to or doesn’t have to, I think is not
real, real clear.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    No, but the fact
that he’s resigned–the Honourable Member from
Charlottetown-Spring Park was saying because
we’re sitting it needs to be clarified–I just wanted to
go on record to say that I understood that the
Deputy Speaker resigned from the Executive
Committee of government.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:    So what you’re
saying is we do have some time.
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Wes MacAleer(PC):    And I’m not passing
judgment on that but I think that as a committee
we have to.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Well the sooner
we get it clarified the better off the operations of
the Legislature will be.  But I also believe that in
regards to 82 (b) on page 19, if the role of this
committee is to clarify how the makeup of the
standing committees are to be,  it may require that
this committee will come up with a
recommendation to the Legislature to elaborate on
the definition under 82 (b) to define what we
clearly mean in regards to numbers.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     There is something
here, Honourable Member, on page 33.  It says
“Ministers of the Crown are not eligible for
appointment to the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts and may not attend its meetings unless
called as witnesses”.   And then No. 7 says
“Changes in the membership of any Standing or
Special Committee may be effected by the
notification thereof signed by the Leader of the
Party concerned to be effective when filed with the
Chairman of the Committee and said changes
reported to the House at the earliest opportunity.”
So it sounds like the changes in the membership
may be affected by the notification thereof signed
by the Leader of the Party concerned to be
effective when filed with the Chairman of the
Committee and said changes reported to the
House at the earliest opportunity.   So it sounds as
though we do have something in our rule book
which governs the changes in membership of any
standing or special committee.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    That’s true as far as
membership but not numbers.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):    Oh, yes.  I’m talking
about membership, what the Honourable Member
here is talking about.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    And as far as your
point, Mr. MacFadyen, the real question I think
before the committee is one on page 32, item four
“The membership of the Committees shall be
allocated by the Committee on Committees in
generally the same proportion as that of the
recognized political parties in the House itself, if
such approach is practicable.”   So as far as 82
(b), that talks about the numbers but I think the
question that was referred by the House is whether

or not that accords the flexibility, you know, what
sort of flexibility does that accord the Committee
on Committees in determining the membership.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Yes and I’d like
you to elaborate further in regards to the minister,
where the rules of the committee is defined out in
No. 6, one could interpret it, the fact that it’s silent
other than on Public Accounts that “Ministers of
the Crown are not eligible for appointment on the
Standing Committee on Public Accounts” that in
fact ministers could sit on committees, standing
committee,  but it still doesn’t address the issue of
the separation of executive versus legislative.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     And I think Mr. Brown
raises a good point in that the rules of the
Legislative Assembly are what they are.  You can
see that it’s not an overly comprehensive
document.  But there are customs, procedures,
practices of our parliament that are adhered to and
are part of the decisions, the precedents of our
Legislature that become as much part of the rules
and operation of our House as do these written
rules.  So if neither the rules here address them or
the customs, practices, proceedings of the
Legislative Assembly of Prince Edward Island, if
there’s no precedent dealing with it then we refer
to the House of Commons.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Thank you, Mr.
Clerk,  on that.  

Richard Brown(L):   So to clarify, in your report
you’re going to come back and say here’s how
other jurisdictions appoint their committees and
here’s the composition of those committees and
here’s who’s allowed to sit on them and not
allowed to sit on them.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Just from other
jurisdictions and we’ll make our own decision as to
what he brings back.

Richard Brown(L):   That’s where I come back is
are we going to go by traditional as set in a set or
rules like.  It doesn’t bother me if you’re going to
set a new set of rules ultimately. . .

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     We’ll make that
decision when we get a little bit more informed as
to where we will be going with that.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Parliament secretaries, like
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Shawn Murphy for instance, Parliament Secretary,
he’d be sworn in something the same as these
special committees here. I don’t know, do you
know Charlie?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     I believe they are.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Can he sit on, like Fisheries
Committee or can he sit on like Agriculture
Committee?  I don’t know.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):    I can find out.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     These are the
things that a little bit more information would be of
great help to the whole committee.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Madam Chair, if
I could direct a question to the Clerk in regards to
the independent expert.  Is that available here in
the province in regards to someone who is
knowledgeable in regards to it?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     Not particularly, I
wouldn’t think, in the area of Parliament.  I mean
there’s certainly many individuals within the
Canadian jurisdiction, within Canada,  that could
answer questions like that.  Within the university
there may be people that are particularly, or
professors that are particularly versed but I think
we’ll want to have a good hard look at that and
determine who the committee might like to have in
as a witness.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     We didn’t vote on
whether or not we wanted a witness to be brought
in.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     That’s right.  We still
have that motion before the committee.

Richard Brown(L):   Madam Chairman?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Yes.

Richard Brown(L):   I’ve taken courses at the
university over the last couple of year and  I’m
telling you there’s good people at the University of
Prince Edward Island, well versed in parliamentary
procedures and constitutional law.  And I think I’d
like to hear from them because, you know, they’re
the ones that know the conditions behind these
procedures and books and everything that we’re
supposed to be following.  You know we’re talking

10,000 years of tradition here and are we going to
decide to do away with that.  Yes, there’s lots of
expertise out there.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Well, we’ve got
lots of time.

Richard Brown(L):   I took one course and the
professor took us right through from how
parliaments were reformed and their function and
how currently they’re going astray and, you know,
should we be going astray.  Like even our own
Prime Minister says there’s a democratic deficit in
the parliament and he’s trying to fix it.   He knows
the concentration that’s being centered around the
prime minister’s office and he knows the problems
that’s creating and he has said to his Parliament or
he has made a recommendation to his Parliament
let’s take a look this and see if power is being
concentrated in too small of a group and is that
affecting the effectiveness or the reason that
Parliament was set up in the first place.  You
know, if everything is going to be done from the 5th

floor or from the PMO’s office or from the
Premier’s office then we may as well shut the
buildings down. If members of the Legislature are
going to come to the Legislature and vote in
unison with what is dictated from the PMO’s office
or from the Premier’s office then we may as well
shut the place down and run it from the PMO’s
office or the Premier’s office.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     I don’t think
that’s the question though that’s before us.  I think
what we have asked the Clerk to do is just bring in
some more information.  We are in no hurry.  If we
decide after the information that comes back from
the Clerk that we’d like to further have somebody
come in from another organization or whatever I
think we can make that decision at that time.

Richard Brown(L):   Thank you, Madam
Chairman.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     Maybe the
Honourable Member might tell us the name of the
professor and the name of the course.

Richard Brown(L):   Don’t know them (indistinct)

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     You don’t know them
today.

Richard Brown(L):   Long time since I took the
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course.  My mind goes to David Bulger, an
excellent professor, excellent person, quite
knowledgeable. 

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     And he was the  one.

Richard Brown(L):   Yes, I took several courses.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     Okay.

Richard Brown(L):   I’m not the expert.  That’s
what I’m saying.  That’s why I put this motion on
the floor that we call in the experts.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     With the
decisions that we’ve already taken I wonder what
the committee feels as the motion that’s before us,
if it can be deferred until our next meeting which
we hope will be in a weeks time?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     I would move to defer
it.

Dr. David McKenna(PC):  Seconded.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Okay.  All of
those in favour.

Committee Members: Aye, aye.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Motion carried.
Okay.  The third item that is before us today is
permission of the LAN access to the laptop
computers being used in the House.  I wonder if
anyone wants to speak as to how they feel on that
issue.  I think the infrastructure is all in place but I
don’t think there’s a real clear rule as to when they
can be used or–I think we have had something
there that says they can be used but it’s not
certainly written in stone or it’s not a real clear rule.
So I wonder how the committee feels on having .
. . 

Hon. Gail Shea (PC): The question I have is do
we have something written in these rules?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     No, it was a decision
of the, a recommendation from the Standing
Committee on Rules, Privileges and Private Bills,
this committee, to the Legislative Assembly that
was eventually adopted by the Legislative
Assembly permitting the use of laptops, computers
on the floor of the Legislative Assembly at any time

during the proceedings.  And at first it was sort of
a temporary trial sort of period after which it was
recommended from the committee that it be made
a permanent part of the proceedings of the
Legislature so that laptops may be used on the
floor of the Legislature.  There are a couple of
conditions attached to that.  One is that the sound
must be muted on the laptop and secondly, that
they must be stand alone so that they not be
connected to the internet or a LAN connection and
that they must be running on their own power
supply.

Dr. David McKenna(PC): For the whole
proceedings of the House or just during Question
Period?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     Presently it’s the
entire proceedings of the House laptops may be
permitted to used.  The question before the
committee is, and it’s up to the committee whether
it wants to deal with it or how it wants to handle it,
but it’s a letter that I received from the Honourable
Jamie Ballem and if the committee wishes I could
read that into the record.

“Dear Mr. MacKay:  As you are aware laptop
computers are allowed in the Chamber.  This
decision was made several years ago for a trial
period.  This works well as it allows members to do
additional work while sitting in the House.  Now
that the Legislative Assembly is wired I would ask
permission for members to connect to the internet
while in the House.  This would apply after the
completion of Question Period.  I look forward to
your reply.  Thank you.”

And of course in considering that those types of
determinations aren’t mine to make.  Those types
of determinations have gone to this committee so
I forwarded it to Madam Chair and she’s bringing
it to you for your consideration.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     Are you the one that
provided the information here in relation to other
jurisdictions?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     No.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     I have something
here. I don’t know where it came from –Survey of
Canadian Jurisdictions.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:  That came before



14

our committee, I think.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):  Oh, perhaps
previously.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Yes.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     Okay.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     I personally, just
speaking for myself, I don’t have a problem with
the computers being connected with the LAN as
long as they’re not done during Question Period
and as long as they’re quiet.  That would be my
preference but other members are free to speak
for themselves.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     And what about
the discretion of the Speaker, too.  I think that has
to play into this also. Does anyone else have . . . ?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     Are we making
decisions on this today or are still doing sort of the
same thing?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     No, I think again
we’ll just throw it out and . . .

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     Make a decision
later.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     We’ll make a
decision because again we’re in no great big hurry
for this.

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    Madam Chair, I
guess I would want to go on record too that if we
went to the cost of wiring the Legislative Assembly
to put the LAN line in that computers can in fact be
hooked up and used then I would have no difficulty
with it as long as the same practices that we have
now, that they’re muted and that they’re not used
during Question Period, that they be allowed to be
wired and people who have laptops could, in fact,
use them when they have time available to do so
to do other work.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Right.  Good
idea.  Mr. Brown?

Richard Brown(L):   I guess I would move that
the Clerk prepare a codified version of the policy to
put in the rules and procedures to allow it.  Let’s

codify it instead of, you know, leaving it lingering
out there.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Okay.  So
there’s a motion.  What was it?

Richard Brown(L):   Put a set of rules in this book
allowing it (indistinct) circumstances for the next
meeting.

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     Allowing or not
allowing LAN access on the floor of the Assembly.

Richard Brown(L):   I guess general consensus
around the table has been to allow.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     When the
infrastructure is already there.

Richard Brown(L):   I just wondered what the
Minister of Education said, no internet access
during Question Period. No problem (indistinct)

Hon. Elmer MacFadyen(PC):    And provided that
they mute it.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Anyone else like
to add anything to that?

Wes MacAleer(PC):    Members know my position
on this.  I think we’ve got to get with the electronic
age.  I see absolutely no reason why somebody
shouldn’t be given an opportunity to use an
electronic means to gain information.  We do it
every day in our businesses.  We do it in our
homes.  Why should we discriminate when it
comes to on the floor of the legislature?  But I do
recognize the fact that there may be an
inconvenience created through sound or through
a disturbance and that should be mitigated.  But
this is simply using a technology which is highly
compatible with everyday life and should be
extended to the people in the legislature.

Ron MacKinley(L):   What about cell phones?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair: Mr. McKenna? Go
ahead please.

Dr. David McKenna(PC): I have no problem with
the technology.  I think we’ve got to go to this
century.  My main concern is will the member
using the computer be allowed to answer or
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respond to e-mails during this time?  Is that what
you’re looking at as well?  Is it just for information
purposes only?  I guess we have to clarify exactly
what we want the member to use the computer for.
I mean I have no problem looking up information.
I have no problem–it may be the perfect time to
answer e-mail.  I don’t know.  I just want to make
sure we understand where we’re all coming from
here and make it fair to everybody just to be sure.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     I guess I could, sorry,
Madam Chair?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Go ahead.

 Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     I guess I could be
convinced by the Honourable Member here in
relation to Question Period. One could argue that
if the question is something that the House needs
information on, say the Honourable Member asks
me how many French schools are in the district or
how many students do we have on PEI or
something like that, maybe the use of the internet
would allow me to get that information and provide
it to the Honourable Member and provide it to the
House.  I mean I guess there’s another way of
looking at it in relation to being able to use it for
Question Period. I don’t know.

Ron MacKinley(L):   How you could do that is
after Question Period is over get on your internet
and then get up on the floor and clarify your
answers.  I’m sure we’d let you.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     You wouldn’t have
time to sit back and type in the question anyway
during Question Period.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Well, you might.  Depends
how many questions are asked.  If you’re on
Question Period and you answer a question–I
don’t know but I’ll get you the information back,
well you sit down and they go to somebody else
you’ve got lots of time to type in the question.  But
you also could type it in and then you could give
the answer after the House closed, you could get
up there, there’s a time, Minister Statements or
something.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Mr. Brown?

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     That’s not during
Question Period then.

Ron MacKinley(L):   Well, in Quebec they allow
them to use cell phones if they’re discreet.  Right
there, in Quebec, as long as they’re not bothering
others.  Same as lap tops.  Same thing.

Tape No. 3

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Mr. Brown is
going to speak.  Mr. Brown?

Richard Brown(L):   Thank you, Madam
Chairman.  Laptops–I think the committee should
consider other technologies too.  Presentation
technology has advanced quite a bit nowadays
with the programs that are available– Word Perfect
presentations, Bill Gates has one–I don’t use his.
But anyway there’s a lot of tools out there that
makes presentations more presentable and brings
tons of documentation into a couple of pictures.  I
think we consider of wiring the Legislature for that
also.  Especially in committee of the whole when
we’re discussing bills or we’re discussing items,
reports or something like that or voting on other
issues.  And then that way the minister or the
proponent of the bill then can make presentations
to the Legislature on a visual aid to say that here’s
our statistics, here’s how many farmers have gone
out of business in the last five years, here’s some
charts, here’s some things  and this is why this bill
is before you today.  I think we should extend it
into that also because most people put their
presentations nowadays on laptops and, you
know, it makes for a much clearer report.  It makes
for much better understanding of the issues and I
think we should expand it even into that.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     But that’s not on
the agenda for today but I’m wondering if it was
the committee that would like to have this brought
forward, do just the LAN for now and then we’ll see
how that one works and then we could perhaps
further it from there, go on to the next.  Yes,
Honourable Shea?

Hon. Gail Shea (PC): I don’t have a problem with
laptops being used in the House outside of
Question Period, of course.  I think what it will do
is allow for members to be in their seats more
because they’ll be able to do a lot of things such
as, you know, answer questions from the offices
and things like that that have to be attended to at
that particular time.  I think it would be very
convenient and I don’t see it really as a whole lot
different than, you know, I go to the Legislature
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and carry tons of books all the time.  Actually I’d
welcome it, you know.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Or leaving your
seat and not being in the Legislature.  It would be
much more productive.

Hon. Gail Shea (PC): And missing something
that’s very important.  So I don’t have a problem
with it and I would like to see a set of rules
governing the use of laptops drawn up, brought
back to this committee. 

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Perhaps be a
good idea.

Richard Brown(L):   Do we have to vote for the
motion to codify it?

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Do we have a
consensus to bring some information back on that
issue?  Okay,  I think those  are the three things
that are on the agenda.  We will have some more
information and maybe try to meet within a week
or two with that information and make a decision.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     How long is it going
to take the Clerk to round up that information?

Charles MacKay (Clerk):     Of course, you as
well as I know, it’s largely up to the people that
responding to the question that I’ll put out there but
I will endeavor to get it back as fast as I possibly
can anyway.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Maybe what we
should say is when we get the, when the Clerk lets
me know,  when he has the information we will
have our next meeting.

Hon. Mildred Dover(PC):     What I was going to
suggest,  if it takes him a couple of weeks
depending on how quickly people respond, once
you get it put together maybe you could let us see
it beforehand so that we’d have some opportunity
to think about it and we’d be better prepared.  Like
I would prefer to postpone the meeting for another
week to give us some time to think about what you
find rather than coming in and getting the
information cold and maybe have to go and think
about it until the next meeting.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     That’s a good
idea.  Perhaps  a good suggestion.  Okay.

Hon. Gail Shea (PC):   I just have a question
before you close.  Since you’re going to be talking
to all other jurisdictions to get information could we
get information on, we know what the role of the
Deputy Speaker is but could we get information on
what the actual function is in other jurisdictions,
you know.  Perhaps some Deputy Speakers are a
lot busier in their roles than ours is and what not.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     Okay.  So when
we get that meeting we will have our next meeting.
Motion to adjourn.

Unidentified Voice:    So moved.

Helen MacDonald (PC) Chair:     So moved.

          


