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The Committee met at 2:00 p.m.

Chair (MacAleer): Okay, I’d like to call
this meeting to order.

This is a meeting of the Standing Committee
on Fisheries, Intergovernmental Affairs and
Transportation. It’s Wednesday, February
15  and the time is 2:00 p.m., and we’reth

located at the Royal Canadian Legion,
Ellerslie Branch. I’d like to welcome
everyone here and note that we’re here to
consider Motion No. 9 passed in the
Legislature which is amendments to the
Off-Highway Vehicle regulations.

We have seven presentations and the first
presenter, Mr. Jamie Fox. Mr. Fox,
welcome. Could you state your name and
who you represent just so we get a sound
check here and make sure you’re on?

Jamie Fox: Jamie Fox. I’m the president of
the Central PEI ATV Association in Borden-
Carleton.

Chair: Okay, great. We’re off and running.
The floor is yours.

Jamie Fox: Basically the association has
had two meetings to talk about this, with
what the government proposes to do, and
we’ve come up with a list of
recommendations that we feel follows other
provinces and speaks to the safety of the
whole issue at heart.

First of all, we think that age 16 and above
should not be changed. If you’re a licensed
driver, the same as a motor vehicle, that you
should be able to drive a four-wheeler or a
snowmobile. We don’t think that this should
be completely limited to just ATVs, being
the four-wheelers or the three-wheelers. The
act should take in, encompass, the
snowmobiles, ATVs, three-wheelers,
whether it be a motocross bike or whatever.
Because there are accidents in this country
involving all those vehicles, not just ATVs.

So at age 16, if you have a driver’s license,
you should be able to operate a
four-wheeler. I’ll deal with courses in a
minute but as per you can now that follows
in line with a motor vehicle on a highway or
a tractor in a guy’s field.

We think that age 12 to 16 years of age, they
should be supervised by someone at least 16
years of age, and be limited to a machine of
no greater than 300 cc’s. We think that’s
very important because when you get up to
300 cc’s of a bike and above, the weight
ratio changes, the power of the bike changes,
and we believe it takes a stronger individual
to handle that machine.

A person between the ages of eight and 12
should be supervised directly by someone at
least 18 years of age and be limited to a
machine of no greater than 100 cc’s. We
think that follows some provinces out west;
100 cc’s is not a very powerful bike and also
the weight ratio is down quite low, along
with the centre of gravity.

This one here, there was a little bit of a
discussion within the group. Safety starts at
a young age, and I think if we treat our
young people with respect and training at the
first of ages that they’ll grow into more
responsible people as they grow up.

So we’re putting a fourth recommendation
on here that between the ages of six and
eight years of age, they be supervised
directly by a parent or a guardian - not by
another child, not by another youth, not by
somebody outside the community himself or
outside his family himself - and be limited to
a machine of no greater than 50 cc’s. What
we see now is - I know from what around
the Woodstock, New Brunswick area and
our lake there is - my next door neighbours
who are very heavily involved in the
four-wheeler association up there, and their
kids, are operating the small little wee 25 cc
bikes to get training and to learn how to
operate them safely within the woods and on
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the trails.

We think a training course should be
initiated as being used in the Province of
New Brunswick - it’s approved by the
Canadian Safety Council, it’s managed over
there by the ATV associations, by licensed
training individuals - and that it should be
phased in over a short period of time or a
maximum of five years across the whole
Island to do with any child operating a
four-wheeler ATV or snow machine from 16
years and below.

Mr. Bagnall: That training, do you mean for
every person that operates an ATV?

Jamie Fox: All youth operating. We were a
little bit stuck on it. We weren’t quite sure
about the adults. In New Brunswick it is -
you have to have a course over there to
operate an off-road vehicle on a trail within
the province. So we definitely thought for
sure that the kids should be trained. I think
that goes back to education. If we educate
our youth at a small age how to respect
machinery, then - I know my kids, like I
have a kid, one child, Jacob, he’s eight years
old. He does have a four-wheeler. It’s a 90
cc. It’s a Kawasaki. It wouldn’t stand more
than probably 18 inches or 20 inches off the
ground, not very high, and it won’t go more
than 20 miles an hour.

So I started educating him at a very young
age up at the cottage on how to operate
safely. He’s not allowed to drive the big
boy’s bikes. It’s a two-wheel drive bike, it’s
not a four-wheel drive bike. It hasn’t got a
lot of power to get up over big hills or small
hills. So we limited him and we’ve started
him at a young age how to operate, and I
think that gained him respect at what these
machines will do.

I think that’s one of the problems in this
province or with people in general, is they’re
able to go out and buy a bike that’s way too
much power for the person to drive.

Tragically, we’ve seen the doctor that got
killed up in this area not too long ago and
people questioned that fact. You have to
have to have respect for the machine. If you
can go out and buy a snowmobile that has
800 or 900 cc’s you’re going to have
accidents with it, just the same as you could
with a four-wheeler. So we think that
training starting at a young age is the way to
go.

I was talking to John MacDonald a couple of
different times, and also Graham Miner,
who you gentlemen know, and we were
discussing about how you enforce this stuff.
I don’t think this is any different than any
other enforcement issue within this
province. We have laws in place in regards
to tinted windows and studded tires.
Graham’s comment was: How do you
enforce a person being able to drive a bike
with only 100 cc’s or 300? Well, how do
you enforce a guy driving down the road
with studded tires in the summer time? If the
warden comes across him or the policeman
comes across him, well then, you deal with
it at the same time. So basically it’s going to
be the same issue.

It’s up to you people to put in, you know, the
conditions in the acts and what laws we
enforce out there, or what law used to
enforce. The power’s there and I think it
should be used to limit the size of bikes. I’ve
always been a firm believer - I don’t think
that you should be able to buy a motor bike
or a snow machine or anything that will do
90 miles an hour or 80 miles an hour. I don’t
think we’re limiting that enough. We’re
putting machines out there that are very
dangerous but we’re not governing how
they’re used in that way.

Presently various acts in this province that
are in place are being overlooked by police
officers, and I’ll readily admit that. We have
a problem with police departments and
RCMP in this province, and I’ve dealt with
it for 22 years, that they pick and choose
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what acts are enforced and what acts are not
enforced. I think we should be working with
- sometimes it’s ignorance and what would
you call it, misapprehension I guess. But we
need to educate the police officers on what
we can do within these acts, especially the
Off-Highway Vehicle Act. There’s a
misinterpretation here of where you can
drive an off-highway vehicle in this
province. I know what I believe the law is
and I know what John MacDonald believes,
but other people think differently. So I think
if we strengthen the act in regards to training
and what sizes, then it will be more safe for
everybody.

We must remember that this act or the
changes that we put in place only apply to
government land. It doesn’t apply to the
private wood owner or the private lot owner.
I think if we work with these people on the
safety issue and on the size of machines,
maybe it will overflow from the government
land into the private people’s land.

Mr. Bagnall: Jamie, nobody can hear you in
the back, so if you talk maybe a little louder.

Jamie Fox: I thought the speakers were
back, there.

Mr. Bagnall: There’s no speakers, by the
way.

Mr. Dunn: These are just for recording.

Mr. Bagnall: We don’t have mics. They’re
just recording mics.

Jamie Fox: Oh, I thought that they could all
- I could hear an echo in the background so I
thought that was back there.

The last thing that we discussed at the
meetings was that the manufacturer does set
out recommendations in regards to all
machines, and I think we should be looking
at the manufacturers to help in this issue.
Not limiting just to myself make a comment

or other gentlemen making a comment. We
should be checking with the manufacturers
on what they believe.

Unless you gentlemen have any questions, or
ladies.

Chair: Well, we do have questions, I’m
sure. So, Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Bagnall: Going back to your training,
why just youth? Because a lot of things that
we’re hearing right now is there should be
training for everybody that’s getting into
them. Because there’s a lot of new people
that never drove one in their life are going
out and what they’re buying is they’re
buying large machines without any training,
and getting hurt, and maybe not showing
enough respect for the machine because they
think it’s a toy.

Jamie Fox: What I think there is, Jim, is we
should immediately start with the youth is
what we’re saying. Immediately start with
the youth, you know, that young age group.
Then phase it in over a period of time with
everybody. We’re not saying: No, an adult
shouldn’t have to have a training course. In
New Brunswick, if you want to operate on
the trail you must have an approved course.
Or if you want to get insurance you must
have the approved course. But immediately
start with the youth and then expand that to
the adult or the parent or the older person
over a period of time.

Mr. Bagnall: But  you still have no problem
if the Committee recommended that all
people have training?

Jamie Fox: No, not at all, no.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay.

Chair: Mr. Dunn.

Mr. Dunn: Just a quick question around -
you brought up insurance. Are most of these
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vehicles insured?

Jamie Fox: In the Province of New
Brunswick it’s mandatory, you have to have
insurance on bikes now. In this province, no,
it’s not.

Mr. Dunn: It’s not. Okay. That leads up to
my second question, is that if they have to be
insured then they have to registered.

Jamie Fox: That’s right.

Mr. Dunn: And we don’t have a high
registration here.

Jamie Fox: No, we don’t. I think one of the
reasons why we don’t have a high
registration is the lack of places to drive
them.

Mr. Dunn: Do you want to speak to the that
issue too, because that is a big issue?

Jamie Fox: As Mike knows, we have
worked on a province-wide trail and we did
submit something to government to look at.
Right now the bikes basically go wherever
they have permission or wherever they want
to feel free. I think that a provincial wide
trail system would make it easier for
enforcement or make it easy for people to
comply with the laws. They have a reason to
register them. They have a reason to insure,
take a course, because now they’ve been
given a place to operate the motor vehicle
on.

Chair: Mr. Brown, Philip.

Mr. P. Brown: A question since we have
your expertise, Mr. Fox. You had a former
life as an officer. Did you have to deal with
a lot of complaints relative to ATV use, and
if so, what are the challenges as a law
enforcement officer in dealing with them?

Jamie Fox: In Borden-Carleton we had a
pretty good relationship with the

four-wheelers and the snowmobiles. They
knew they weren’t allowed to drive up and
down the highways. If they did, we were
stopping them. So they knew that they could
go from, we’ll say, downtown main street
down the edge of the road or on the shoulder
of the road until they got out to the causeway
or to the field and then they were safe to go.
But we took a very strong stance when I
started there on: You’re not allowed to drive
these things on the highways or through
people’s backyards or disrupt private
property. So we had a good relationship with
them. So we didn’t really have a problem
there, Philip.

I know ,talking to RCMP, that yeah, there
are people out there that if you try to stop
them or try to flag them down, they’re just
going to take right off and go. So it was a
challenge but it was more of a challenge that
we didn’t have the means to deal with the
issue, to go after them or to catch up with
them or whatever. It was a challenge. But it
was no different enforcing those laws with
ATVs as it was with, you know, you get the
odd guy with a truck or you want to chase
him and he’d take off through a back road
somewhere, or he’d take off, you know, up
the causeway hill or whatever. It was a
challenge, but basically I’d say it was
because of the hindrance because we didn’t
have the proper equipment to go after him.

A lot of people are grey on the area. I think
you could put 20 police officers on this
Island and if you interviewed them
separately, not one of them would give you
the same answer where they think they could
operate a four-wheeler, you know, legally on
the highway or beside the highway.

Mr. P. Brown: Two other things. One,
we’ve heard from the manufacturers and you
make the recommendation that we should
talk closely to the manufacturers in 
relationship to safety. They do put - on a full
sized ATV there’s a decal on there that says:
No one under 16 years of age should be
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driving it.

We’ve also heard from others that have said
what for lack of a better term, I’ll call kiddie
bikes, that don’t have the same safety built
into them as a full-sized bike. I mean,
because of working on this Committee I
went into Canadian Tire and made sure I
looked at them. They certainly don’t look to
be as strong, to me. Like the welds, the
tubular steel, all of that stuff, the chains.
They’re, some of them, $749. Well, what
can you get for $749?

Jamie Fox: That’s one issue right now with
this pocket bikes and that’s what you’re
talking about.

We had a young fellow around town, his
father went and bought him a pocket bike
and he was driving it up and down the
streets, no helmet, anytime of the day or
night. So finally I talked to him and called
one of the officers up and said: What’s the
problem here? Why aren’t you enforcing
this? Well, we don’t know how to enforce it.
There’s no problem enforcing it. It’s not a
vehicle so it can’t be operated on a highway
legally. So what’s the problem? They just
didn’t know how to deal with it, didn’t know
what to deal with. Well, you seize the darn
thing, as Mike and talked earlier. You can’t
operate a vehicle on the highway unless it’s
licensed. It’s cut and dried. So you seize the
darn thing and you sell it if the guy won’t
abide by it. Or you give him a ticket the first
time.

Mr. P. Brown: Okay. Seizure was brought
up also previously. You referred to Canada
Safety Council Course in the presentation,
on that too.

Jamie Fox: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: It seems to be the standard
used as training for off-highway vehicles. In
other jurisdictions do you know who is
responsible for the program delivery? Is it a

provincial mechanism? Is it ATV groups
that are taking it upon themselves? I know
the Snowmobile Association, for example, is
quite responsible in taking ownership of
their association and those who use the
trails, and they issue the permits, all those
things. Who do you see as being the carrier
of this?

Jamie Fox: I think it should be brought in
by the Highway Safety Division and then
passed on to the ATV associations and
snowmobile associations to manage it and
report to highway safety. In the Province of
New Brunswick, Dave Sherwood, the
ex-chief of police in Saint John, New
Brunswick, he basically runs that course or
that training program for the Province of
New Brunswick and works with the
association.

Chair: Mr. Currie.

Mr. Currie: Thank you, Wes.

I believe, Jamie, a lot of parents take a lot of
time and spend a lot of time with their
children to provide necessary training and
the necessary equipment, not only on ATVs,
but I’d even say to a higher degree the
motocross people that even take training to a
higher level and maintain and watch over
their children. We wouldn’t be here if all of
them adopted what you guys do.

But barring that, we do have an issue to try
and gauge public opinion, I guess, on where
we want to go and how we’re going to
police and manage this sort of problem that
we have. We do have, I guess, a public asset,
that being Rails to Trails. Now, if everybody
was agreeable - what I see today is because
it’s illicit to ride an ATV on Rails to Trails,
instead of showing common courtesy for an
individual walking on the trail, they speed
up and duck so they can’t be eyeballed and
spotted. That has driven fear into the foot
traffic and the people that are riding
bicycles.
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If there was common ground found and with
the community and the friends you have, do
you think that there would be some way of,
you know, speed limits put on it. If you see
somebody you pull over, you let them go by.
There’s courtesy involved and everybody
can use the asset, and then we don’t have the
problem that we did have with the Ski-Doos
till they got on the trail was driving over
farmer’s fields, breaking down barbwire
fences, and going wherever they wanted all
over the community. If we did find
something like that or worked towards a
goal like that, do you think that we could,
number one, get safety as mandatory for kids
and drivers and some way of everybody
working together for a common goal here?

It’s going to take you guys, the owners of
these vehicles, to do it. We can say what we
want here, but we have to have a general
understanding from the users that there’s a
willingness to cooperate.

Jamie Fox: I think the trail can be made
safer with the more people that do use it.
There are remote places on the Island where
people do not walk and they do not cycle,
whatever, because of remote areas. I do
believe that pedestrians on the trail, or skiers
or walkers, whatever, should have the right
of way over a motorized vehicle. You
impose speed limits on the trail and that the
individuals, if they’re on a motor bike or
ATV and they approach a person walking or
whatever, then they have to give
right-of-way to the pedestrian. I think that’s
a safety issue. You don’t need a bike going
by somebody at 30 miles an hour, 40 miles
an hour, putting rocks up or whatever.

I’ll admit to it, I’ve operated an ATV on the
trail for short periods to go from one field to
another. When I see a pedestrian I stop and
talk to him for a minute. You know, you pull
over and let them walk by, slow down.
They’ll wave to you. The majority of people
have no problem with that.

Back when the chiefs of police were meeting
years ago, when the lady was killed on the
trails in the Charlottetown area, it was
common discussion around the table that the
more people that use a trail will improve
safety. If people are allowed to use the trail -
whether they’re ski-doing, walking,
snowmobiling and ATVing - people are
going to feel more safe than if they’re out
there by themselves. I think there is common
ground. It’s just you’ve got to bring all the
people together, all the stakeholders, to have
a say in it.

Mr. Currie: Who should lead on that?
Should that come from you fellows too, and
the users, or everybody?

Jamie Fox: It could be initiated by
government and then you invite all the
stakeholders to the table.

Mr. Currie: Okay.

Chair: Robert, do you have a question?

Leader of the Opposition: Thanks, Chair.
Thanks for the presentation, Jamie.

If I understand correctly, you’re basically
saying if you’re over 16 and you hold a
license then those people should be able to
drive motorized vehicles. Then if you’re
under that age you have it basically tiered
out into three kind of age categories - 

Jamie Fox: That’s right, yeah.

Leader of the Opposition: - with different
levels of training. Now I think you included
dirt bikes in your thought process there.
Because I know that there’s a lot of, as Mike
mentioned, there’s kind of a lot of kids now
involved with racing dirt bikes and those
sort of provisions there. Should there be
special provisions made, do you think, for
dirt bikes and racing?

Jamie Fox: I think the basic training’s going
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to be the same, Robert. Whether you’re
operating a dirt bike or an ATV, you should
be trained how to use it and learn how to
respect it, what the machine will do and
what the machine won’t do. One thing I’ve
noticed about the motocross racers and stuff
is the parents that have their young children
involved in it are providing  the equipment
that they should be using. Because, you
know, they’re racing the darn machines. So
they’re giving them the elbow pads, the
shoulder pads and, you know, the full leather
gear which you’ve got to give credit to the
parents for doing that.

But I think it should be - I don’t think we
should limit this to ATVs. I’ve seen many
people over the years going out in a
snowmobile with the kids on Christmas and
around that time not wearing helmets
driving a snowmobile, you know, in the
back fields. I almost lost my head to a wire
fence one winter a long time ago. I don’t
think we should be limiting this. If we’re
going to do, it we should do it appropriately
to all machines, you know, at the same time.

Leader of the Opposition: You mentioned
New Brunswick has training programs, that
you have to be trained.

Jamie Fox: That’s right.

Leader of the Opposition: Is that for ATVs
and dirt bikes, do you know?

Jamie Fox: ATVs and dirt bikes all
combined, yeah, any off-road vehicles.

Leader of the Opposition: So anybody,
even if you’re 25 over there, you need a
training course.

Jamie Fox: Yes.

Leader of the Opposition: And who
provides the training course and the
accreditation and the sort of -

Jamie Fox: It’s approved by the Canadian
Safety Council, and then as I say, the task is
taken on by the ATV associations, and then
there are qualified people within the
associations to administer the course.

Leader of the Opposition: Okay.

Jamie Fox: The last course I was aware of
was four days long and you had to write a
test and go through a safe driving circuit,
pile-ons and over mounds of dirt and stuff
like that.

Leader of the Opposition: You think we
should gradually bring in a process -

Jamie Fox: I think kids  should be
immediately.

Leader of the Opposition: Kids should be
immediate, but then for older people, would
you grandfather people in? You know what I
mean. How long have you been driving an
ATV?

Jamie Fox: I’ve been driving an ATV since
I was 16 years of age.

Leader of the Opposition: Sixteen. Okay.

Jamie Fox: I think that if you grandfather
people in then there should be - okay, they
might not have to take the course, but they
should show confidence in being able to
handle it. The same as a firearms course.

Leader of the Opposition: So they could
take the test.

Jamie Fox: Take the test. Write the test. No
difference than safe boating. You know, they
grandfathered people into safe boating.
Don’t have to do the course, but you write
the test. It was the same with the Firearms
Act. Didn’t have to take the course, but you
write the test.

Leader of the Opposition: Okay.
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Chair: Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Bagnall: One more question and it gets
back to insurance. If you’re driving your
vehicle on my property and you have an
accident - you’ve run into my fence or you
run into a piece of machinery that I left in
the field or whatever, you went into a hole
that I dug in one of my fields - and you are
seriously hurt, whose insurance covers you?
Am I liable as the landowner?

Jamie Fox: There have been cases within
the court system on the civil side that the
landowner is responsible. 

Mr. Bagnall: So in other words, I’d have to
have no trespassing signs posted on my
property in order to allow me to be on - so I
couldn’t be sued.

Jamie Fox: Yes. That’s my understanding.

Mr. Bagnall: And without that I can be
sued.

Jamie Fox: That’s my understanding, yes. A
person taking a piece of equipment and
leaving it in the field, just leaving it there,
abandoning it basically, he accepts
responsibility is what I’ve always been
informed.

Mr. Bagnall: So without you having
insurance on your machine, the liability all
goes on the landowner.

Jamie Fox: It can if the court rules that way,
yes. But there have been cases precedent,
case law that says you can do that.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay.

Chair: No other questions?

Thanks for your presentation.

Jamie Fox: Thanks very much.

Chair: Appreciate you coming. The
intention here is not to exclude you people.
If you want to move your seats forward
because you can’t hear, by all means do so,
before we call the next presenter. We just
want to make sure that everybody feels
welcome.

Okay, we’ll call the next presenter, Billy
MacKendrick. Bill, thanks for joining us.
You just want to state your name and who
you represent, and that way we can have a
sound check.

Billy MacKendrick: Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. My name is Bill
MacKendrick. I work with the PEI
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Aquaculture out of the O’Leary office. We
service farmers from Northam to North
Cape. I guess I’m representing the farmers.

The way I approach this - I was asked by Mr.
Dunn to appear before this - and I decided to
approach it as almost a poll type thing. What
we did is we approached a group of farmers.
In total we surveyed 33 farmers and/or their
wives. Eighteen of those surveyed had an
ATV or dirt bike, 15 did not. Of the 18 with
an ATV or dirt bike, all agreed that the age
restrictions should not apply to dirt bike
operators. All agreed that drivers should
wear protective equipment, namely head and
eye protection and body protection, at all
times.

There was a mixed reaction, of which 11
were in favour and seven not, regarding
ATV licenses not issued to anyone under the
age of 14. Those who did not favour
restrictions for the most part agreed that
those under 14 should only be allowed to
drive ATVs of a certain size. There was little
or no opposition regarding taking a safety
course. Everyone seemed to think that was a
worthwhile thing. Once the driver turned 16,
it was believed by the entire group that they
should be able to drive without any
restrictions. Basically, if they were old
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enough to drive a care they were old enough
to drive an ATV after taking a safety course.

It was agreed that the most dangerous thing
would be to have an adult provide
supervision while riding with the youth as an
ATV is meant to be ridden by one person
only.

Those producers who did not have an ATV
were quite vocal regarding ATVs and their
use. They thought that no one under the age
of 14 should be driving. So basically, if it
wasn’t affecting them, they’re all in favour
of this.

Some also voiced concerns regarding
personal liability of them to riders using
their property. They thought that this here
was the single most important issue to bring
forward today. They feel that unless
producers have booby-trapped their property
that they should not be responsible for
personal injury if it occurs on their property.

In conclusion, I realize the dilemma facing
government authorities regarding the
legislation of ATV use, but I hope these
comments help in the formulation of
decisions. Remember, legislation is only a
valuable tool if it is enforceable. Compliance
by ATV operators is more important. They
must buy into the process. They must be
educated and they must have input.

With this, I had a group of producers who
have dirt bikes for their children who are all
under the age of 14. I wrote a little letter
with the words that they wanted to this and
of which we’ve got 49 signatures, and I just
did this up. Actually 29 of these 49
signatures are actual farmers or farmer’s
wives. The letter states:

We are writing this letter regarding concerns
to possible age restrictions being imposed
concerning the operation of all-terrain
vehicles and dirt bikes. Our children, age
nine to 13, operate dirt bikes on our

property. They are safety conscious in that
they are always wearing their safety
equipment and drive at a safe rate of speed
in accordance to conditions. To have the
right to drive these vehicles taken away from
these responsible children is an infringement
on their rights. 

We, as parents, recognize the importance of
safety and have no objection to a safety
course being offered to them in the future.
Please reconsider age restrictions before you
act. Thank you.

Basically, I don’t have an ATV myself. I
know very little about them, but I think that I
was able to pose a fair arbitrary person to
both sides of the argument. I did a little bit
of research. In Nova Scotia, for instance,
they have the Canada Safety Council
Certified ATV Rider Safety program, and
it’s a five and a half to seven hour training
program. The curriculum is based on
field-tested techniques that provides a fun,
safe and orderly way to learn proper ATV
operation by both novice and experienced
riders. A separate ATV rider course is
available for children, young adults under
the age of 14, whose parents specifically
permit them to ride ATVs. Proper riding
gear is required as well a registered ATV in
good safe riding condition. Anyway, the
people that give this course are actually
members of the Halifax Regional Search and
Rescue as well as avid ATVers.

So I can leave - there are some other articles
I thought might be of some use. I just went
on the Kawasaki web site just for fun to see
what they have to say. Kawasaki sport ATVs
just got bigger, much bigger. So I mean,
obviously we’re getting a two-sided thing.
We’re trying to get people to buy ATVs that
are bigger and lighter. They’re talking about
how these here machines are lighter and
have more power. So obviously, they would
have, very likely, a higher incidence of
accidents with a non-trained member, for
sure.
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I thought that was kind of nice. There’s a lot
of links here to some safety organizations so
I thought that might be of some value. That
basically concludes my presentation.

Thank you.

Chair: Okay. Robert, do you want to start?

Leader of the Opposition: So overall, then,
they believe that there should be training. No
one seems to really objecting to training for
ATVs. But they believe the dirt bikes should
be treated differently.

Billy MacKendrick: Dirt bikes treated
differently, yes.

Leader of the Opposition: Okay.

Chair: Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Bagnall: I go back to insurance, which
I was on before. In your survey of the 29
farmers, what did they feel about the liability
insurance on their property with ATV
operators? Did they feel they should be
responsible?

Billy MacKendrick: Yes. 

Mr. Bagnall: They felt - 

Billy MacKendrick: Like, it’s different
with these here. These here are their own
children. So obviously if they do damage to
their property, it’s a family matter. But
they’re not dealing with separate -

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. What’s their opinion on
me driving my ATV on their land and
having an accident?

Billy MacKendrick: That’s stated in this,
that if there is personal injury they don’t
want to be responsible.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. But they are right now.

Billy MacKendrick: I know. That’s an
issue. That was the biggest issue to bring
forward today from the people that don’t
have ATVs. They wanted that issue brought
forward today.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. Did they have a
suggestion?

Billy MacKendrick: No.

Leader of the Opposition: Would your
own insurance cover that off?

Mr. Bagnall: No. If I have liability
insurance on my farm it will, to a certain
extent, but may not cover it all. If I don’t
have liability insurance on all my property -
you may have it on your house or your barn,
but if you don’t have it on all your property,
then you’re liable and you could be sued.
You could lose everything.

Billy MacKendrick: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: I have no problem with that,
but that’s one of the things that I am hearing.
The liability part of it is - they don’t mind
ATVers coming on their land but they’re
very scared that if they do come on their
land and they have a major accident,
somebody gets - a paraplegic or something
comes out of an accident, that they can be
sued.

Billy MacKendrick: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: They could lose everything
they have because of these people driving.
Yet they have no problem with them driving
if they -

Billy MacKendrick: If they have insurance.

Mr. Bagnall: - weren’t responsible. That
seems to be a very strong issue or a very big
issue. It’s not just with ATVs. It’s with
snowmobiles also.
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Billy MacKendrick: Definitely.

Mr. Bagnall: And it’s with the dirt bikes.
There is a liability there that people have to
be beware of.

Leader of the Opposition: The
snowmobiles on Confederation Trail, if they
have an accident, who’s liable?

Mr. Bagnall: They have liability insurance
on the trail. They have to have it.

Leader of the Opposition: The trail, the
province has it.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes. But not on individual - if
they’re off the trail and on a piece of
property that’s not part of the trail, then the
landowner’s liable.

Chair: Mr. Dunn.

Mr. Dunn: Thanks, Bill. I appreciate your
homework you did for us.

The reason why I asked you is when this
story broke I had a lot of calls from farmers,
and I’ll just sort of relate some of the issues
that were brought to my attention. One chap
said to me, he said: I have a silage with
plastic wrap. I’m sure you know this story
anyway. But he came out one day and there
was two four-wheelers on top doing
doughnuts on top of the silage. He went over
to them and asked them to leave. There was
no identification on the bikes, on the
four-wheelers, and there was no registration
or anything, and they had helmets on so he
couldn’t even identify who they were. They
just sort of gave him the finger and took off.

Another issue was raised, a farmer called
me, it was regarding the amount of work that
farmers do regarding disease control. When
they go from one field to another, they wash
down their equipment and everything else
before they move to another field, but yet
dirt bikes - snowmobiles are not a big issue

because they’re going over hard ground in
the snow, but four-wheelers, they can go
through all kinds of weather and they can
track topsoil from field to field to field.
Topsoil may not be a big issue this year, the
way it’s blowing around, but anyway, that
was one of the issues raised with me too.

Also, and you can react to these afterwards,
the third one was regarding crops.
Sometimes in the fall of the year and the
spring of the year when the fields are vacant,
when the crops are in, some people tend to
use the same shortcuts through the fields and
go through hay fields or grain fields or even
potato fields, what I’m told.

The other concern the farmers raised with us
was that we have legislated the farmers out
of the streams and not allow the cattle in the
streams, but a lot of four-wheelers go
through streams, and they were saying: How
can they do it and we can’t as farmers? You
legislate us out of the streams but these
four-wheelers are allowed to go through -
they’re not allowed, but they do.

So those are some of the issues that farmers
brought to my attention. So any reaction to
those?

Billy MacKendrick: I think, yeah, sure if
you allow someone onto your property there
is the possibility of damage. I can’t tell you
that there wouldn’t be any damage caused by
an ATV or a dirt bike or anything. But
overall, I think with the amount of machines
that are out there, what we have to do is try
to work with them. I don’t know if it’s
liability insurance that they have to cover on
their own behalf. I don’t know how that can
be done. I really don’t. I haven’t researched
it and probably if I did I still wouldn’t come
up with an answer.

Mr. Dunn: I guess the issues that really sort
of struck me was there’s going to be damage
done no matter who crosses your property.
Even walkers who cross your property are
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going to do some kind of damage. I guess
the disease control issue is one that sort of
stuck out in my mind. Is this an issue with
farmers? Are you hearing that or am I just -
a couple of farmers that are sort of irate with
four-wheelers and they’re just using this as
an excuse?

Billy MacKendrick: There is that one in
100,000 chance that you would get a
transmission of a disease.

Mr. Dunn: By four-wheelers.

Billy MacKendrick: And it could be one in
10,000, but I just put a figure out there that’s
high, a very high figure.

Mr. Dunn: Okay. That’s good to know that.

Billy MacKendrick: Yes.

Mr. Dunn: Because when you listen to
farmers some farmers say this is a big issue
with them. Thank you.

Chair: Mr. Brown.

Mr. P. Brown: Bill, in your work and as
you surveyed the farmers, there’s a lot of
legitimate use for four-wheelers on a farm or
in the fishery, whether it be in the woods,
around the barnyard. Did the farmers voice
any concerns about that? Especially younger
drivers that participate in the farm work with
the family and might be only 12 years old
but they use the four-wheeler for going and
bringing in the cattle or whatever you can
use a four-wheeler for legitimately. There’s
a lot of proper uses.

Billy MacKendrick: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: I know whenever we do this
type of thing we always seem to focus on the
illegitimate use, but there’s a lot of positive
benefits to four-wheel drives. So that’s why
- I suppose it doesn’t come as a surprise, but
when you gave us the results of your

surveys, if you owned a four-wheel drive
you were basically for them, and if you
didn’t own them you were against them. It
was almost that black and white?

Billy MacKendrick: Same in anything, I
think. It sure was.

Mr. P. Brown: Well, I know. But
sometimes people would say: I don’t own
one but I know someone who does and I
think that they probably have some validity.
They have some good use. But it seemed to
be -

Billy MacKendrick: It was very much that
way. If my kids have a dirt bike, don’t take
that away from me. Independently, I’m just
stating what they stated. I don’t have any
feelings one way or the other regarding it.
I’m just stating what I found.

Mr. P. Brown: But working with the
department of agriculture you must see the
legitimate use of four-wheel drives.

Billy MacKendrick: Oh, sure there is.
Yeah. Like, as far as fencing the cattle,
basically errands, going around to your
fields, day to day work, rather than take a
tractor you take your ATV. Yeah, sure.
There definitely is.

Chair: Mr. Currie. No?

Okay, Bill. Any other questions? Thanks for
your presentation.

Billy MacKendrick: Thank you.

Chair: Appreciate your participation.
Appreciate it.

Billy MacKendrick: Yeah, sure.

Chair: We’ll call the next presenter, Lorne
Sutherland. Do we have Lorne here? Yes,
there he is. Lorne, start by stating your name
and who you represent. That way we know
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when you speak who you are.

Lorne Sutherland: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

My name is Lorne Sutherland. I appear on
behalf of the PEI Motocross Association, but
mostly as a parent and part of public
opinion.

I should start by telling you my background
in off-road vehicles. It pertains mostly to
myself as a child, and being enthusiastic
enough and living in the country to want to
be a part of the mobility scene. Drove
motorcycles all my life. When I had children
then of my own who wanted to drive
motorcycles, I thought that this was quite an
issue, having fallen off too often myself, and
never having been taught, actually, to fall off
correctly. I actually did get a lot of injuries.

In my teen years I raced - well, practised
mostly - to race motocross, but I was a late
starter. I didn’t get my first motorcycle until
I was 14, which might have something to do
with something but might not. By the time I
was 17 or 18 I was racing in motocross, or
practising, at least, to race motocross. But
our motorcycles then were bigger, heavier
motorcycles than they have now, and there
weren’t a lot of four-wheelers around. There
were three-wheelers coming into the scene at
that time. We know that they’ve been long
gone and banned already. But the heavier
bike didn’t go well with a heavier rider. I got
passed consistently by 13 year olds as soon
as they started out on well equipped
motorcycles with the equipment that they
could use to get going and the training that
they could get from people and get going.

So that was short-lived. So I went to flat
track. We raced in a very odd situation on
car tracks for a while, and then we had our
own flat tracks in Stanhope, for example.
Now in those years that I’d be - when I
would say that I raced I actually did race for
a term - but I’d be with those people that did

race consistently from year to year and had
accreditations as racers. We also raced on
ice with studded tires, and they raced one
time at the horse track. We tried the horse
track in Summerside, which didn’t work out
too well because of the tires spinning with
the studs in them, and catch the gravel, and
one thing would lead to another. So they
gave up on that pretty quick too.

I wanted to tell you in the matter of being
before the Committee that having been and
am a driving instructor - I have my own
driving schools. With my own driving
school I relate to children consistently and
all the time. Although I’m an older
gentleman now and I wear a plate that says:
Been there and done that, my mind still
thinks of the things that children face.

Having taught my own children then to drive
motorcycles - started with bicycles when
they were four. They wanted to drive
bicycles. So the procrastinator that I am, I
could put them off for a year just by telling
them that: You’re a little small. We might
have toyed at it a little bit.

But when they were five I knew I had to do
it so I got flea market bikes and put them
together for crash bikes. Now, you can’t do
this with motorcycles and ATVs, and you
definitely can’t do it with cars. But put those
children on a bicycle and teach them nothing 
other than to fall. Put them on a shoot on the
veranda and shoot them down on the grass,
and as a parent you get this awful ache in
your stomach when they fall down. Grass
isn’t going to hurt them much. They’re not
going to hurt the little trash bike that you
built out of parts too much, either. But after
a while you show them how to put their foot
down. When they stop they put their foot
down.

So this carried on for a while. They fall a bit,
put their foot down a bit. When they get
good at it, turn the shoot out onto a gravel
driveway, shoot them down the driveway,
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then let them put their foot down. If they
don’t put their foot down they fall and they
scratch their knees and the pain in the
stomach gets a little worse.

So we went at that when they were five
years old and they got good at driving the
bicycles around, falling when they have to,
and catching them when they could. The
next year we were lucky enough to win a
small bicycle in a local grocery store and I
bought another one to match it. We have
twins, by the way. I was teaching two boys
at the same time. So the next year, having
been at Highway Safety Division for a year,
I got a couple of weeks off in the
summertime and decided that this would be
the year, at five years old, they have to take
these new bicycles and get driving on the
road and be taught how to stay on the side of
the road. Because being a safety officer at
work, people would see you with your kids.

So we went first day out, I had my wife’s
ten-speed. One fellow went around the front
of me, hooked the front wheel. I went over
the handlebars onto my thumb, which didn’t
work at all afterwards, and had a couple of
weeks at the beach with the kids where I
didn’t get anything done on my vacation. So
that worked out as well. But the bicycle
thing came, and then came the motorcycles.
When they were ten years old they wanted to
drive dirt bikes. Putting them off a year
again, I said I’d buy them a dirt bike if they
would go in a training program for 20 hours
each.

Now in Highway Safety Division when I’m
working we’d have the accreditation for the
Canada Safety Council where we’d deliver
their programs. I have taken their programs
in motorcycle licensing, and their DDC6 is
defensive driving course that we taught
through the Canada Safety Council. My
accreditation is long gone in this. Something
that Jamie Fox mentioned, that highway
safety used to deliver those programs from
Canada Safety Council and have long since

let those go to other agencies. The last time I
checked it was the same people out of St.
John Ambulance that deliver those now.

So having the accreditation and been
through the program, I told the boys: 20
hours each under supervision, I’ll buy you
the motorcycle, I’ll teach you how to ride it,
then you do what you can with it. In that
summer that they agreed to do that, stood on
the veranda and you go to the bike and you
teach them, as the council’s program would
teach them, by pushing the bike, stopping
and starting, clutching, gearing, getting it
started, checking the oil, the mechanics of it.
Getting riding, doing turns, doing hills, starts
and stops. Then as they progressed they
wanted to get further away from home, but
they agreed the 20 hours should be there. So
the farmer’s fields - I live in a community,
the well-kept community of Cape Traverse,
and I have about 20 acres on each side of me
that belong to other farmers. They agreed
that generally if you’re driving in their fields
and, even if it was crops,  that if you had to
go from one place to the other and you made
one track across, not such a good thing to
do, but it’s not out of the ordinary to be
done. You have to teach the kids not to drive
on new meadow, things like that, and to be
respectful of the fields that are next to you.
So across the road they go into other
people’s fields. As it goes, the 20 hour
program’s over with.

I might have given them too much of a
sickening of teaching because the next year
they didn’t drive at all, or some. As they
grow taller then they didn’t use the bike as
much in another year. But then I bought a
motorcycle with a faring on it. Now
motorcycles with farings on it, the faring
doesn’t turn when you turn the bike. Most
people that go to operate one will fall down,
particularly in the first year, which is usually
the case for motorcycle operators as they go
to the road. With my experience now with
drivers, most motorcycle operators will fall
in their first two years, in particular in their
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first year. 

The faring issue on a motorcycle has to be
something that you can adapt to, because
when you turn the handlebars the faring
actually doesn’t turn and you have to adjust
your balance to be able to do that. So I got
them a motorcycle with the faring - this
would be when they were 15 - and then let
them use that. Same thing with the off-road
thing, same thing with the farmers. Got lots
of room. They’d take it down as far as the
woods and back and use basically the same
area that they used with a dirt bike.

The reason that I’d like to present this to you
as a committee, to be a parent that saw
children taught correctly how to ride and
then went on to being licensed - when I was
a driver examiner I would do a thousand
licenses a year, probably, a hundred tractor
trailers. The 16-year old coming to the time
of their license is a very intricate time of life
for them and a large change in the
possibilities that exist with the mobility.

Now I would like to be able to say that my
children did better than most by having been
taught in mobility by the time they got to the
road. That with the supervision that they got
better starts than others and that statistics
would back it up to say that children that are
taught well by parents or in training courses,
when they come to driving and the mobility
that it takes to get up and down the road,
would do better, be accident-free. But I
don’t believe the statistics would be there to
back me up.

In the fact that most people that - it would be
the same for driver ed - the argument for
driver ed and not driver ed would be that
people that take driving courses generally
drive more, and so when they go out and do
more miles per year per 16-year old, they
crash more than people that didn’t take
driving courses, don’t drive as much and
often cases aren’t insured to drive and only
drive other people’s vehicles.

The thing that I would like to relate as a part
of the public is - I find this hard to make a
segue now to relate one thing in my
children’s teaching to what I do for work
and what I see in the community. Very
displaced this week by a death in the
community where the gentleman, and the
hon. member, Mr. McCardle, is from the
same area. Knows that in a recent death
where our neighbour fell and hit his head, it
has devastated the community to the point
where everybody’s kind of in shock about
the whole thing. A young man that worked
so hard all his life, to have his life ended
early. He’s a couple of years younger than
me. He didn’t marry and doesn’t have
children, but most of the people that I saw in
the last couple of days would say to you,
because they knew him well, and they know
me well enough to talk to me, that such a
thing to have such a man go out so early that
worked so hard, that it’s all over so quick,
why should we work so hard.

I relate this to the Committee to the point
where having been with my children, seeing
them grow up and being a part of their
mobility and their training, there’s
something there that we strive for as parents
and as people in the community that when it
comes, it’s there for us. It’s really hard to
describe it and it’s very hard to relate to.

Again, the segue’s not there for me, but I go
back to an interview that I heard by my
favourite songwriter, or I would call him a
poet, who was inducted into the Canadian
Music Hall of Fame this week with five
songs. He talked about living on an island in
Greece where - he was a very withdrawn guy
- Leonard Cohen - lived on an island in
Greece and very withdrawn as a writer, and
that island where he’d been for some time
developed the possibility of electricity. They
put up poles in front of him and put wires in
front of him and something that he didn’t
want to see. But he wrote a song about the
bird on the wire. Now looking for -  he saw
the birds land on the wire and he appreciated
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the thing that the birds were there, and
working for something that he’s reaching for
in song writing, in that the wire would
rhyme with the drunk in the midnight choir.
Then attain something that relates to our life,
the humanitarian factor of being God’s
people.

All I can say for sure is that it’s going to be
over too quick for us. Can we appreciate our
children? I’d like to stand up for the kids and
say some people do a good job. I only did a
fair job myself. One of the boys crashed
when he was six weeks’ licensed. So if
there’s anything that I can say to help or an
opinion as part of the public to say that
parents should do their best to get the
mobility training in early. It’s a part of life
that parents have, that bonding thing with
their children, and as the years go by and we
see by deaths in our community that we’re
gone too soon, we would always wish that
we had done better.

Chair: Thank you, appreciate that.

Lorne Sutherland: That’s without notes,
though.

Chair:: Any questions from the Committee?

Mr. P. Brown: I’ll start. Did you race in the
Crapaud rink?

Lorne Sutherland: No, I didn’t.

Mr. P. Brown: You weren’t at that race?

Lorne Sutherland: I missed that. I said
there was too much of a two-strokes mill in
there to be able to stand it. They had hay
bales on the sides.

Mr. P. Brown: I heard it was probably the
most exciting day ever on PEI.

Lorne Sutherland: I heard it was the worst
thing that they ever did. The flat trackers all
- yeah.

Mr. P. Brown: Well, it was full of smoke. 

Lorne Sutherland: It was, yeah.

Mr. P. Brown: My uncle raced in that and
he was like - they were all two-stroke bikes.
They took - were they like sheet metal
screws and screwed them in the knobs of the
dirt bikes. You can imagine how big a rink
is, and they had oval racing on the ice.

Lorne Sutherland: For those who are not
familiar with that studded tire, it digs in just
like a knobby tire in sand. It’ll give you the
traction in the dirt bike that will pull - the
traction will pull you along as well as you
would a dirt bike in the dirt, the same thing.
They’re fantastic to race.

Mr. P. Brown: A rink is pretty small and
they had full-sized motor bikes, two-strokes,
and you can imagine the smell of them.

Lorne Sutherland: They said just the
volume of the dirt bikes in the rink was just
deafening.

Mr. P. Brown: The noise and the smell and
- yeah, but it was exciting.

Lorne Sutherland: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: You’d never do it today.

Lorne Sutherland: I don’t think it’d be
allowed. They can hardly stand a Zamboni
with a little bit of smoke in the rink now.

Mr. P. Brown: Anyway, I thought you
might have been part of that piece of history,
Lorne. You’re a driving instructor now?

Lorne Sutherland: That is correct.

Mr. P. Brown: Is there a certification
process that you go through?

Lorne Sutherland: Yes.
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Mr. P. Brown: I mean, you operate
Sutherland’s Driving School.

Lorne Sutherland: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: I’m just trying to get by
extension to - my colleagues always accuse
me of being a little long-winded, so I’ll try
to make two questions into one. Your
certification - how would we deliver a
proper certification or training program here
on PEI to ATV use?

Lorne Sutherland: It would generally come
from the Canada Safety Council. You have
access to their programs? Mr. Fox talked
about their programs that are delivered in -
I’m not right up to date on their programs as
such with the ATVs. Then the PEI Safety
Council has - the same people that deliver
St. John Ambulance have been delivering
the Canada Safety Council programs for a
number of years now.

Other than that, government agencies, as
things have thinned out over the years, don’t
have the staffing to be able to deliver for
sure, let alone get the training to - but there’s
a large interest in the community in those
people that run those clubs, and Mr. Fox
himself, he said - and he alluded to other
provinces - that clubs would take the interest
in getting the certification with the Canada
Safety Council, which is not too hard to get
if you have any instructor’s ability previous
to that. People that are used to getting the
point across, especially with children in
those cases, or in some of those cases, then
the accreditation become pretty quickly. 

I believe that the Safety Council has just
trained a number of people in - what is the
program? - 55 Alive. Are you familiar with -
yeah, just in the last couple of years, 55
Alive is a program for older drivers that
hadn’t been taken care of here for a number
of years. It’s been offered here and in the
community schools a few times, but I think
that they trained 20 instructors for that just

in the last couple of years, but I never heard.
I’m just over 55 myself too so I ’ll be
watching for it pretty soon.

Mr. P. Brown: Thank you.
 
Chair: Mr. Dunn. No?

Thank you, Lorne. Appreciate that.

Lorne Sutherland: Thank you. Thanks for
having me.

Chair: Our next presenter is Gary Ballem.
Gary, do we have you here? Yes, okay.

Gary Ballem: Good day, good day. I’m not
going to be very long-winded here. I spoke
with Jamie out there and he pretty well
covered everything that I was going to touch
base on.

I guess it was about 2.5 years ago that I
started the first ATV club here on Prince
Edward Island. I had a man from New
Brunswick come over, Frank Graham came
over, and helped me set up the first club,
president of the New Brunswick Federation.
Since that, I think we’ve got three clubs here
on the Island. We’ve had some meetings
with the government. We’re trying to get
some roads from tip to tip on the Island to
travel.

This Committee, to me, is kind of like
putting the horse before the cart here. First,
we should have roads, and then we put the
laws in place here and enforce them. I think
it was Mike there that decided one time
about the back roads. You talked about back
roads there at one time?

Mr. Currie: It was between Agriculture and
TPW, the seasonal roads and stuff, and some
of the Crown-owned land. There was reason
to believe that they could have got, in some
areas, 28 or 30 kilometres in stretches where
they were just crossing a road or whatever.
But that was mostly in Kings, and I think
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maybe some in Prince, but not so much in
Queens.

I think since then though, Gary, there’s an
opportunity, I think, if there’s a willingness,
I guess, to use the rails to trails for
everybody and skip around communities and
find other ways.

Myself, personally - I can only speak for
myself - I think if there ’s a willingness to
people to sit down and sketch this out and a
willingness on everybody to abide by rules
and abide by safety concerns and look after
your children. For those that want to perform
in an illicit manner, then the strong arm of
the law should probably come down on
them, because it only takes a few sometimes
to create a lot of havoc. But if the rules are
strong enough, as Jamie and I talked, if
parents are not going to just buy a great big
machine and just throw the keys at a kid -

Gary Ballem: No.

Mr. Currie: - and said: Here, go to it, you
know, maybe you should go in and seize the
machine. If you catch him on the trail or
with no helmet and no safety training, or
whatever, and then you sell it on the steps of
the courthouse or something, I don’t know.
Things like that, I think once that’s done, it’s
not going to happen a second time. People
will learn.

I think you’re right. What I find and what I
saw with Ski-Doos is people used to race
across farmer’s fields and race across
properties because they knew they weren’t
allowed to do it. But now when it’s legal for
them to drive on the trails, they drive in a
decent manner and with courtesy to other
people that are there. I think if that’s done
somehow - and I don’t know if we’ll ever
get there, but that’s my own personal
opinion. I think everybody can work and
drive and use the public asset. Just they all
have to agree to do it in a proper manner.

Gary Ballem: So you’re saying there is a
possibility of using the trail, parts of the
trail?

Mr. Currie: I’m saying, I guess in my own
personal opinion - not on behalf of the
Committee here - that I think if everybody
wants to work together for a good common
goal, and provide enough safety, that they
can use the asset, and yes, they can use other
parts of the trail.

If they want to go out and there’s a gravel pit
there that’s part of our asset and they want to
kick up the dirt, well then, that’s fine too. I
don’t mind that.

Gary Ballem: Sure, yeah.

Mr. Currie: But when they’re on the trail
and if there’s foot traffic on the trail, they
show him the courtesy of using it and they
don’t tear it all up and there are speed limits
and there’s registration and stuff. If that can
be found and you guys, as users, come
forward and say: That’s what we want, and
the foot traffic people say: We’ll live with it,
I don’t know, I think - myself anyway - I
would agree to that. But I can’t speak for
everybody else here.

Gary Ballem: There seems to be a
stumbling block there with the walkers.

Mr. Currie: No, I think the walkers are
scared of the users because the users are
going 60 miles an hour and they don’t want
to be seen, so they turn their head and go by
them. That’s what I’ve seen anyway anytime
I’m on the trails.

Gary Ballem: If you’re in charge of the
province here, if you’re the government of
the province, okay, and you have two
handfuls of walkers that’s walking on that
trail, paying nothing to get on that trail, and
you have six to 7,000 ATVs plus your
snowmobiles - the snowmobiles, I’m not
sure how that works with the snowmobiles,
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whether the PEI Snowmobile Association
puts any money into the trails; I don’t think
they do - but the ATV clubs discussed this
already and we’re willing to pay to use the
trail.

The tourists are willing to come here to the
Island and go tip to tip on the trail. If we can
come up with some kind of a solution there
where we can quiet the walkers down and,
like you say, strictly, strictly enforced.
Everybody seems to be agreed on the safety
part here. Enforcement. When you’re talking
earlier there about from, say, six-years old to
14-years old, my understanding is that
you’re talking about the kids that are not
allowed to ride the four-wheelers at all. Is
that what I’m getting right?

Mr. P. Brown: It’s a proposal.

Gary Ballem: So how are you going to
enforce - Philip Brown’s bought a 50 cc for
his 10-year old son and he’s got 50 acres
there. How are you going to enforce that? Is
the RCMP going to be able to come in on
his land there and enforce and say: Hey, you
got to get that kid off of that four-wheeler?

Mr. Currie: It doesn’t apply to private
property. If you heard Mr. Fox -

Gary Ballem: It doesn’t apply to private
property?

Mr. Currie: No.

Gary Ballem: So he’s not going to let his
10-year old kid go down the side of the
highway or go on the Confederation Trail by
himself? That’s for sure?

Mr. Currie: I think if it’s done with
supervision, I guess, Gary, it’s a different
thing. But it just steps back to who’s going
to shoulder the responsibility: the parent for
the child he’s buying the vehicle for. If he’s
going to go buy it, he should spend $2,500
to buy a little machine, spend another $100

to teach the child how to use it right.

Gary Ballem: Definitely.

Mr. Currie: That’s what should be done. 

Gary Ballem: Yeah.

Mr. Currie: But what we’re seeing from the
health professionals and from the Police
Association across PEI and from the people
that are just general public, they’re saying
that’s not happening. We have some that are,
I guess, not adhering to just common sense
and some of the laws we have in place
today. They’re asking for something to be
done with it.

We’re talking to you people to gauge
opinion and we’re getting a good mixture.
Most of the people that are here are
law-abiding citizens and don’t do what some
of the stories - you always hear the worst of
every side of it. So they’re not probably
coming to these meetings, the ones that are
wearing the ball hat and driving up and
down and using it as a highway and going 60
miles an hour and tearing up people’s
property. They’re not here. 

Gary Ballem: Bob Ramsay was here. Did
you get a chance to meet Bob Ramsay?

Mr. P. Brown: Yes. 

Gary Ballem: You did, right?

Mr. P. Brown: He was at the first meeting
in Charlottetown. 

Gary Ballem: He’s the head of the CATV
in Toronto there. But has any of the
members at all here contacted the other
provinces and see how they’re working out
with in their province, like New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland?

Mr. McCardle: We had a comparative
sheet, comparative legislation in all the other
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provinces.

Gary Ballem: From what I gather, from
what I’m being told, these provinces,
they’ve had some problems, sure - I mean,
there’s no defence or whatsoever, they had
problems - but they’ve overcome the
problems. Newfoundland especially,
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, it’s a $200
million a year business, ATVs only.

Mr. Dunn: The biggest difference we found
out when we compared the results that Fred
was talking about is that most of the land in
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland is Crown property. It’s not
private property they’re driving on. That’s a
major difference between PEI and those
provinces. We don’t have the land masses or
the wood roads are all the same.

You talk about the cart and horse. I think
we’re probably a little too late getting out
anyway. There are a lot of vehicles in PEI
right now. In the district I live in, there’s
tons of them.

Gary Ballem: There’s what?

Mr. Dunn: The district where I live in,
Alberton-Miminegash, there’s a lot of
four-wheelers in my area, and
three-wheelers.

Gary Ballem: Sure there is.

Mr. Dunn: My concern is that and they talk
- everyone thinks the trails is the solution. I
have never driven a four-wheeler on PEI, but
I’ve driven in Ontario quite a bit. Up there,
you don’t travel on roads. You don’t travel
on level ground. You’re up the side of
mountains and down the side and through
woods and around.

Gary Ballem: Where’s this?

Mr. Dunn: In Ontario.

Gary Ballem: Well you better catch up on
your news because Ontario, the tourism
business in Ontario, Ontario tourism sponsor
the ATV business.

Mr. Dunn: That’s not my argument.

Gary Ballem: They sponsor the whole
thing. 

Mr. Dunn: My argument is you don’t drive
on a level track. It’s an adventure going out
on an ATV because you’re up and down and
down and up and all over the place. They’re
all-terrain vehicles. They’re designed for
that.

Gary Ballem: Yeah.

Mr. Dunn: I guess what I’m saying is that I
don’t think the Confederation Trail is the
be-all and the end-all of the ATV industry.
Like, I cycled across PEI last summer on a
bike. It’s a boring old drive. It’s flat as hell.
There are  no challenges. There are a few
challenges in Hunter River. That’s about it. I
don’t think the trail is going to turn ATV
people on down the road. If they want to be
challenged, they want to go up hills and
down hills and sharp turns and through
woods and across streams and -

Gary Ballem: There’s all kinds of places,
though, off the Confederation Trail where
you can go into pits and play in the pits.

Mr. Dunn: Yeah, that’s what I’m saying,
but the thing is we don’t have that. The trail
is not the only solution. I think, I feel, from
the information, the trail should be used to
connect to those different spots that you talk
about in Kings County. You should be able
to jump on the trail in Murray River where
it’s not used a whole lot. I’m a walker on the
trail too. I’ve seen - I stand in the middle of
the trail and the four-wheeler comes down. I
make them stop for me, but a lot of them
don’t want to stop. Some of them just try to
get off. Because they’re not supposed to -
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because they drive like hell on there.

There are two things though. One is that
there are areas of trails that are not used very
much which you identified which could be
used for ATVs, but there’s also areas of
trails around communities, around Tignish,
around Alberton, around Elmsdale. There’s
quite a bit of walkers on there, but people
don’t walk 30 kilometres. They walk two
kilometres out of the community and two
kilometres back. So there are sections of the
trails that could be - with some kind of work
- used for ATVs and no one hits the walkers.

But I think the trail itself is not the only
solution. We need areas like the minister
talked about down in Kings County where
you have side roads and seasonal roads and
Crown lands and all the places. Get some
adventure out of it.

Gary Ballem: We got people now - I was at
the dump yesterday and the lady at the dump
said: You’re back. I was out in Alberta for a
couple of weeks. Anyway, you’re back. She
said: Those damn four-wheelers are still
running on the trail. I said: Good, that’s
good. Let them run on the trail. She said:
They’re digging holes. I said: Oh yeah, I can
see that in the frost. Sure, they’re digging
holes. I said: What were you doing on the
trail? Walking my dog. Why are you
walking your dog when you’re not supposed
to be on the trail. The snowmobilers have it
exclusively, don’t they?

Mr. Dunn: Yes. 

Mr. Currie: Yes, they do.

Gary Ballem: That’s right. So -

Mr. Dunn: We had a presenter here the
other day -

Gary Ballem: A lot of people should be
educated on different things.

Mr. Dunn: I guess my point is that we need
to come to some kind of a gentleman’s
agreement. We have to respect walkers. We
have to respect cyclists. But we have to also
find a place challenging for ATV drivers.
Like, the motocross people seem to have
solved their problem from the presentation I
heard. They have a spot up west. They have
a spot in Charlottetown. They’re talking
another spot down east where they have
motocross places to go. You drive your bike
up and down and that’s that. They seem to
have control of what they’re trying to do.

Gary Ballem: That’s fine and dandy for
something like that.

Mr. Dunn: I know.

Gary Ballem: If you were going to try to
make money on the tourists and you say:
Okay, we got 900 acres of land in Duvar,
you go play there. That won’t work for the
ATV business.

Mr. Dunn: Why wouldn’t it? They come
with an ATV in the back of a truck to get
here.

Gary Ballem: Yeah. Put a kid in a 10-acre
field with an ATV and after four hours he’s
gone over that 10-acre field 20 times. He’s
not satisfied with that any more.

Mr. Dunn: He’s not going to be satisfied
with the Confederation Trail either if it’s
flat. I think the trail -

Gary Ballem: It’s from tip to tip that we
were interested in.

Mr. Dunn: I think the trail should be used
just to connect to other places to drive, that’s
my opinion.

Gary Ballem: It’d be fine if we could use
the trails to connect from one place to the
other. But when we were talking to Mike
and the other group down there in
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Charlottetown, the back roads and the
nonexisting roads and that, to me,
personally, that looks a lot better than the
Confederation Trail.

Mr. Dunn: I agree with you. My point
exactly.

Gary Ballem: How they’re going to police
that I’m not 100% sure, because you still
have cars and trucks and whatever running
on gravel road, back roads.

Chair: Okay, Mr. Bagnall, final question.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. I think, talking about
the meeting in Charlottetown, if you
remember right I think we had the
gentleman there that looks after the trails at
that meeting. I think Leo Gill also attended
the meeting in Charlottetown.

Gary Ballem: Yes. He hates four-wheelers.

Mr. Bagnall: I wouldn’t say he hates
four-wheelers.

Gary Ballem: I know.

Mr. Bagnall: He looks after a trail that he
believes where the problems that they’ve
come up with, and concerns that they’ve
had, has been the damage that has been done
by four-wheelers on trails. That’s what his
argument is.

My argument is that - it’s not an argument,
it’s a statement - that ATV is becoming a
large industry and it could be a good tourism
industry and a good economic industry for
the province. Is the trail the answer? I’m not
so sure. But I think there has to be a way
where government and these people can
work together to find alternative areas for
ATVing. Whether it’s part of the trail or
whether it’s none of the trail or whether it’s
seasonal back roads, wooded area, it’s
something that we should look at. Because I
think right now, if I’m not correct, the

industry has tripled in the last five years as
far as ATVs on the Island and Atlantic
Canada.

Gary Ballem: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: It looks like it’s going to
continue with that. There’s no reason of
slowing down.

Gary Ballem: No.

Mr. Bagnall: So our 7,000-odd machines
that we have on PEI, chances are in three
years time it’ll be 10,000. The pressures are
going to keep coming on government to help
find them areas where they can use these
machines.

Gary Ballem: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: I guess there is going to be a
hard mix there to keep everybody happy, and
that’s the problem that we face as
government.

Gary Ballem: It should be pretty simple.

Mr. Bagnall: It should be, but it isn’t.

Gary Ballem: We have snowmobiles
running on the Island here every winter.
What problems are we having with the
snowmobiles?

Mr. Bagnall: There’s a little bit different
there is that usually they’re travelling a trail
that’s covered with snow and they’re not
into the gravel. They’re not into - and they
don’t have wheels with -

Gary Ballem: Lugs on them.

Mr. Bagnall: - grips on them and lugs on
them that deep that are tearing the trail apart.
That’s the difference, Gary. That
snowmobiles don’t tear stuff up as bad,
because they’re travelling over land that’s
usually got six or eight inches of snow on it.
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You know.

Mr. Currie: They self-police and they
provide their own maintenance. 

Gary Ballem: Sorry?

Mr. Currie: They self-police themselves
and they provide their own maintenance.
They have their own groomers and they
police themselves.

Gary Ballem: But they don’t put anything
into the Confederation Trail money-wise to
the government.

Mr. Currie: No.

Gary Ballem: No.

Mr. Bagnall: But they do their own
grooming and they do their own
maintenance that they do for getting it for
the snowmobiles.

Mr. Currie: They’re registered, yes, they’re
registered.

Gary Ballem: If the province was to come
up with an ATV highway from one end to
the other, whether it be parts of the
Confederation Trail or all back roads, using
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia’s money
that they have made, if we could only do a
small part of that, like $200 million a year,
do you think maybe we could groom those
trails a little bit with $200 million?

Mr. Bagnall: I’m quite sure they probably
could do a lot with them.

Mr. Currie: Does Nova Scotia allow
pedestrians and ATV on their Rails to -

Gary Ballem: Yes, sir.

Mr. Currie: Newfoundland?

Gary Ballem: Yes.

Mr. Currie: And New Brunswick?

Gary Ballem: Yes.

Mr. Dunn: Certain trails.

Gary Ballem: Pardon?

Mr. Currie: Certain trails.

Gary Ballem: I’m not talking on the private
trails. I’m talking Trans-Canada Trail system
which is the Confederation Trail.
Confederation Trail is part of the Trans-
Canada Trail system.

Mr. Currie: Yes.

Gary Ballem: Right? My work that I’ve
done, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, parts of the
Trans-Canada Trail system, because there
are still parts of it that’s being used.

Mr. Dunn: Not all parts are allowed.

Mr. Currie: Oh, by trains.

Gary Ballem: By trains, yes.

Mr. P. Brown: The Trans-Canada Trail,
which is a cross-country network, and Prince
Edward Island is the only province that
actually has it from one side to the other. In
places in Nova Scotia sections of the Trans-
Canada Trail are multi-use.

Gary Ballem: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: Some sections.

Mr. Dunn: Horses and everything.

Gary Ballem: Yeah.

Mr. P. Brown: Because in Nova Scotia you
have active municipal governments, you also
have county governments that have bylaw
powers. So certain sections are governed by
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that. When we talk about a trail as a
multi-purpose trail, at the present time, this
time of year, from December 1  to Aprilst

30 , there’s only one legal operator on theth

Confederation Trail, and that’s the PEI
Snowmobile Association because it’s under
lease to them.

It was under lease to them almost
immediately following the abandonment of
the rails. They were the first user. I expect
when we have to deal with that in 2012 we’ll
have to have a committee to ask Islanders if
they want that lease situation to continue.
Because I expect that Islanders will want to
have more input into what is now a 20-year
lease. Would you just renew it without a
discussion? I think we’ll have to have that
discussion at that time.

Many people say: Why don’t you do it the
same as the Snowmobile Association? That
discussion took place in 1992 and the
circumstances around pedestrian use, around
community - and it’s quasi - but it’s
community ownership is much different now
than it was then. The railroad tracks came up
and the first fellow on there who staked
down a claim to it were the snowmobilers,
so government adopted that stance.

Chair: Okay, Gary, you’ve got the last
word.

Gary Ballem: You were talking about the
liability.

Mr. Currie: Landowner’s liability. 

Gary Ballem: The landowner’s liability.
I’ve been over to Nova Scotia four-wheeling
over there and they have - the clubs
themselves did up a paper that clears the
landowner of any liability. Now the lawyer
did that up for them. Whether it’s any good I
don’t know when it comes to court. But if I
was four-wheeling on the landowner’s land
and ran into a spike harrows or whatever,
according to this paper I’m at my own risk

and the landowner is free and clear of all
liens, right.

Mr. Bagnall: What happens, Gary, if you’re
travelling with a group of six guys, four of
them have it and the other two don’t, and
they have an accident? Is the landowner then
-

Gary Ballem: What’s that again?

Mr. Bagnall: If you have six machines,
you’re travelling together, and all of a
sudden you bring in a guy from Nova Scotia
that hasn’t signed a waiver with the farm
and he goes on and gets into an accident,
what happens?

Gary Ballem: Well, if he’s with that group,
he’s on his own.

Mr. Bagnall: So the farmer’s liable.

Gary Ballem: This liability thing has gone
crazy. If I walked across your land and you
left your plow out from last spring and I run
into it, do you mean to tell me that I can sue
you?

Mr. Bagnall: You can walk out my
doorstep and walk down my step and if you
slip and fall on the ice I’m liable. Unless I
have liability insurance.

Gary Ballem: So what you’re saying is the
snowmobile’s the same thing because the
snowmobiles cross a lot of private land.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes.

Gary Ballem: Right? So it’s the same thing
with the snowmobile.

Mr. Bagnall: Exactly, and it’s the same
thing with dirt bikes.

Mr. Dunn: They have liability insurance
that covers that if it’s part of their trail
system. If they cross private land on their



Fisheries, Intergovernmental Affairs and Transportation                            15 February 2006

25

own it’s not an issue but some places the
snowmobiles - I have one out in St.
Lawrence. They have their own trail. They
went and talked to all the landowners that
the trail is on, the Snowmobile Association.

Gary Ballem: They what?

Mr. Dunn: They talked to all the
landowners where they travel on. They
travel on some seasonal roads plus they
travel on some private land. They went and
talked to all the landowners and they have an
agreement with them that their liability
insurance covers that property they travel on.

Gary Ballem: So the ATVs could do the
same thing, right?

Mr. Dunn: Sure, sure they could.

Gary Ballem: There’s a national insurance
company that insures all recreational
vehicles, snowmobiles. They contacted me
here a few months ago and they were
supposed to call back again with some prices
and that. But it was all liability insurance. I
believe it was around $320 or something like
that for the year for full coverage on the
machine itself and the operator. I’m almost
sure he said they covered the landowners
too. There was a clause in there that covered
the landowners.

Mr. Bagnall: That is a big issue. That’s one
of the big issues, is the liability for
landowners, for you driving on his property.
Whether it be right or wrong, but it is.
Twenty years, 30 years ago nobody would
think of suing anybody because we didn’t do
that here. But today’s society, it’s changed.

Gary Ballem: Yeah.

Chair: Gary, thanks for your input. We have
three other presenters and we have to give
them the time, too. So thank you.

Gary Ballem: Thank you very much.

Chair: Our next presenter is Carrie Howatt.
Carrie, are you here? Oh, yes, there she is.
Would you state your name and who you
represent so we can get it on the record?

Carrie Howatt: My name is Carrie Howatt
and I’m representing myself and my family
this afternoon.

Chair: Okay.

Carrie Howatt: Just a little history on
myself for you that don’t know me. I wasn’t
born into a family of motocross enthusiasts.
I am the oldest of five children, four girls
and then a while later - much, much later -
my brother came along. Needless to say, for
the first 13 years or so of my life there
wasn’t a dinky car or anything like that to be
seen in the house. Then I got married. My
little brother grew up and I had children, and
how things changed. I never would have
pictured myself sitting at a track watching
my son and my brother-in-law participate in
motocross or coming here today to discuss
this topic with you.

However, I have been converted, so to
speak, and I’m here today to speak to your
Committee as a wife, sister, sister-in-law
and most importantly, a loving mother of
motocross enthusiasts. I wanted to present
this afternoon because, as a mom, I feel that
it is a very important matter to my family
and therefore it’s a very important matter to
me. We have a son who is 11 and a daughter
who is six. They’re both very eager about
the sport and the spring weather that they are
anticipating, as we all are, will begin soon.

Motocross is very much a family sport with
us, as it is with many others across the
Island. All that is needed to confirm this is a
walk through the pits on race day. You will
see parents and children, snacks and folding
chairs, and hands all together for a day of
fun and socializing. As you can imagine, our
whole family is very much involved in
motocross. For us, time at the track is
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bonding with us and our children. It allows
us, as parents, to spend time with our
children away from the worries of work and
the duties that are usually associated with
home life. 

Our children have also built confidence from
the encouragement we have given them as
parents from spectators and from fellow
riders. As a parent, I have been a spectator to
many sports that my children are involved in
on a regular basis. However, I have never
seen the social development, the
courteousness and the sportsmanship that is
so evident in this sport. It is amazing to see,
and I encourage any of you that are out for
your PEI famous Sunday drive to drop by a
track on Sunday afternoon and see a race.
Because the event definitely does speak for
itself, if you haven’t seen it before.

As you likely have already heard from other
presenters, the Island rider base is forever
growing, which speaks highly of the PEI
Motocross Association and the riders within
it. As parents, we commend them for their
organization and their love for the sport.

I guess what got me going, so to speak, on
this and what sort of brought me back a little
bit was when an employee from
Transportation and Public Works stated in
the Guardian that parents buy these
machines as “toys,” quote, not realizing the
full effects of them until something happens.
Personally, from my point of view and my
husband, my family, we disagree with this.
I’m not saying this isn’t the mindset of some
and that, you know, every parent is different.
But for us, we didn’t appreciate being
stereotyped that way. Safety and the love of
our children is foremost with us.

Did you know that studies have proven that
children can, and do, ride dirt bikes safely
and responsibly both on public and private
property under the following three important
conditions?

The first condition is that the dirt bike is the
appropriate size for the driver, which is very
important. It was, and still is, important to us
to have our children learn on a small
machine. When the rider is small they will
adapt better. It is easier to teach a younger
person than someone older who has already
developed bad habits. The proposed
amendment to the law would mean that our
children would be able to race at the age of
six but they would never be able to practice. 

In my mind, I consider that very dangerous
as they would never have time to build their
skills, and therefore it would result in more
injuries on race day. Teaching our 11-year
old son at a young age has ensured that he
has respect for the machine he drives, and
safety now comes naturally to him when
preparing to ride and suit up in his safety
gear. As our daughter has just turned six in
the fall, we are promoting that same
important message with her. We have been
told that children listen and learn well at a
young age when compared to teenagers, and
I’m sure if you have teenagers you will agree
that that is the case, as I’m sure I will find
out.

Number two, that proper safety equipment is
being worn. Before I go on with this one, I
want to state that when my son was a month
old he was diagnosed with RSV which is a
respiratory virus. For a week I was not
allowed in the room to see him. They
brought back retired nurses that weren’t in
childbearing years to come in and take care
of the two babies that were in incubators in
this room that had contracted the RSV virus.
At that time it wasn’t as investigated and
treatable as it is now. When Tanner got
better, he was told - we were told - at that
time that he would be susceptible to, to put it
commonly, soft bones. He would maybe,
like just by a fall, he would have a sprain, he
would have a break, due to the heavy doses
of medication that were given to them. As a
result that’s why I was not allowed in the
room.
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Tanner has been driving since he was, like,
you know, pre-school age. He is 11. We
have never made a trip to the doctor,
outpatients, hospital, with him because
safety gear is of utmost importance.

Our family has found that equipment is also
very accessible and, for the most part, quite
affordable when compared to other sporting
equipment we have had to purchase. I noted
a rule from the Canadian Motocross Racing
Club rule book stated, flat out, no questions
asked, that if there is no gear, there is no
riding.

Number three. Proper education is essential.
It is our goal as parents of two young riders
to ensure that our children are safe and we
feel that education is the key to that. We
have also taken advantage of the affordable
training that is available for riders of all skill
levels and ages, therefore lessening the risk
of injury to our children.

One thing that I really want to stress today is
that dirt bikes and ATVs are not one and the
same. I’m not calling down ATVs because I
have no experience with them, with
four-wheelers or the like, and therefore I am
no expert. Having said that, I think it is very
important to understand that my six-year
daughter who, as some of you may know,
weighs no more than 42 pounds, very tiny,
and at the best of times is quite wobbly on
her bicycle now that she has no training
wheels, she could climb aboard a full-sized
ATV, start it up and zoom away with a very
false sense of control. However, a child
cannot mount, let alone even start or ride a
dirt bike that is too big for them. Dirt bikes
require the same balance as a bicycle and
skilful handling.

Supervision is always a key factor when
competitions are going on for races. There is
always a rider meeting prior to races
beginning and at these meetings - I’m not
involved in them, but I just sort of listen to
see what they’re saying to my son - and I’ve

noticed that safety reminders are issued time
and time again. Never fails. There is always
an ambulance on site for race day.
Hopefully, it never has to be used. There are
flaggers positioned all over the track to
ensure the racers are aware of potentially
hazardous situations ahead.

You also find parents like me, whatever use
I may be, positioned all over the track for a
quick response if we are needed.
Organization is always evident at races, and
that is the key to a successful track. The PEI
MXA is doing its job very effectively in this
area and that is evident in the fact that, as
you mentioned, participation is up.

Health issues are a growing concern lately as
you have heard over and over again in the
media and so on, and rightly so. We all
know that children, as well as adults, can
become lazy due to overuse of TV and lack
of physical exercise. We have all heard time
and time again that obesity is at an all-time
high within our children. Motocross
provides outdoor physical activity for our
children in a province whose school boards
have all recently launched healthy eating
policies in partnership with you, the
provincial government. Motocross or dirt
biking in general provides a competitive
outlet for children who tend to gravitate to
individual rather than team-driven sports. It
is a proven fact that motocross provides
good physical exercise.

Something that many of you would never
think of, and Minister Brown may be happy
to hear, but tourism industry also benefits
from this sport, as it is drawing people from
all over PEI and the Maritimes to compete.
While competitors are on the Island they are
spending dollars all over, but also in areas of
the Island that are, for the most part, quite
rural, and as a result of being rural do not
have the revenue from tourism that other
Island communities are fortunate enough to
have.
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An outright ban of riders under the age of 14
will create many new lawbreakers, which is
unfortunate but it is a fact. If they have
machines they will want to drive them. We
feel that it would be much more beneficial
for government and the public to focus on
enforcing the existing rules, safety issues
and the overall responsibility of riders.

When making your decision, the question
that myself and my family urge you to ask
yourselves is: Could banning riders under
the age of 14 cause more accidents because
the riders would not have a solid foundation
due to lack of practice, because there is an
age restriction in place other than the one of
six that currently exists? My family and I
believe that it is very important to find a
well balanced approach. We firmly believe
that proper training, proper equipment and
proper education is the key to success for
safe off-highway vehicle operation in this
province. Thank you.

Any questions?

Chair: Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes, questions and some
observations. First of all, thank you very
much for your presentation. The first
statement I’ll make with you, I do agree that
four-wheelers and dirt bikes should not be
classed in the same group, personally. I
don’t know what the Committee will decide
in the end but I feel they’re two different
issues and two different whatever. I agree
with you there.

Your safety, no problem, I agree with what
you’re talking about in safety and I think
that’s mandatory in any - either ATVs or dirt
bikes.

Training - mandatory in my opinion.
Regardless whether it’s ATV or
four-wheeler, there should be a training
program and there should be no - everybody
treated the same. Everybody has to have

training.

Carrie Howatt: I agree.

Mr. Bagnall: Where did you get your
training for your kids?

Carrie Howatt: Training for our kids was
through the PEI MXA and they are pro
riders that give training courses. They’re
around the $80 area for a day, weekend.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. Another comment I’ll
make on it, the size of machines you talked
about. I think it’s important that the size of
the machine is relative to the age of the
child. Depending - I don’t know whether it’s
age or size that we should be looking at
because some kids are very, very tiny at 10
and other kids are six feet almost at 10. So I
don’t know whether it should be age or it
should be size. Because there’s quite a
difference when you get into anywhere from
10 to 14 age they can be any, as you know.

Carrie Howatt: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: But I do think that the size of
the machine is very important.

Fourteen years of age seems to be the issue
that seems to be coming up in most
presentations. You feel that the kids under
14 should be allowed to drive. Do you feel
they should be allowed to drive if they’re not
supervised?

Carrie Howatt: My children are always
supervised. I don’t know. Like, usually my
brother-in-law or my husband, my brother, is
with them and they are all over the age of
14. Really the training -

Mr. Bagnall: Yes, I agree.

Carrie Howatt: - would have to reflect on
that. Like if you receive the training, just
like they mentioned before, by the boat
course and so on, whatever it is, it’s
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something that’s going to have to be looked
into. It’s not an open and shut, yes or no, I
don’t think on that.

Mr. Bagnall: So if our Committee made a
recommendation that they were not
permitted to drive under the age of 14 unless
supervised, would that answer your
question? Because you were saying that you
feel that we shouldn’t penalize children 14
years and under -

Carrie Howatt: That’s right.

Mr. Bagnall: - from stop to drive. If the
Committee recommended that they can
drive, 14 years of age and under, if
supervised by an adult or a parent, does that
answer your questions?

Carrie Howatt: That is acceptable.

Mr. Bagnall: That is acceptable.

Carrie Howatt: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. That would answer
your concerns? Okay. Thank you.

Chair: Mr. Dunn.

Mr. Dunn:  Two questions, Carrie. Thanks
for your presentation. Have you ever driven
yourself?

Carrie Howatt: Yes.
  
Mr. Bagnall: Are you good, though?

Carrie Howatt: No.

Mr. Dunn: My second question is -  and I’ll
probably challenge this because this has
been mentioned a couple of times - I’m
concerned about selling motocross as
physical activity. Can you explain that one
for me?

Carrie Howatt: Motocross as physical

activity? Is that what your question is?

Mr. Dunn: Yes.

Carrie Howatt: Motocross is physical
activity. When we were looking into this,
one link I found was that motocross racer,
pro motocross racer, it is equal to a pro
football player playing a football game.

Mr. Bagnall: Actually it’s the second most
gruelling sport of its kind.

Mr. Dunn: Gruelling sport doesn’t
necessarily mean physical activity.

Mr. Bagnall: Physical too. Because if
you’re driving a motocross dirt bike or
whatever, I’m telling you, you get a
workout.

Leader of the Opposition: You don’t see
many guys of Fred or Mike’s ability racing
motocross.

Mr. Bagnall: Or guys like Ronnie driving
Sea-Doos. They sink, he told us.

Leader of the Opposition: He did say that.

Mr. Bagnall: He did.

Chair: Mr. McCardle

Leader of the Opposition: My ability isn’t
that far off.

Mr. McCardle: Her brother is a familiar
sight on my farm lanes and a lot of the
property I own. I’ve had some close calls
with your brother on those little bikes. One
was back up in Kinkora on the Lennie Keefe
farm. He was coming down the trail and I
was crossing the trial. I bet he didn’t tell you
about that.

Carrie Howatt: He could have, I’m not
sure. That’s my brother. That’s my mom’s
deal, not mine.
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Mr. McCardle: They’re a dangerous
machine, and he was on the trail, which he’s
not supposed to be on.

Carrie Howatt: Right.

Mr. McCardle: Anyway, there’s more to it
than what you’re telling us. When they’re on
the track and they’re being supervised, that’s
great.

Carrie Howatt: Yes.

Mr. McCardle: But he was a long way from
home that evening.

Carrie Howatt: He’s also over the age of
14. But that, again, that’s my mother’s deal.
You can talk to Pearl about that one.

Mr. Bagnall: Nice answer.

Carrie Howatt: Thank you.

Mr. P. Brown: You are one, Carrie, of
many presenters from the Motocross
Association that have certainly made a very
valid case for the Committee to view
differently the issue of dirt bikes and ATVs,
a very valid case. Really, the advantage of
these hearings is that we wouldn’t have
known that, to the extent, if we didn’t hear
from the people involved. So it’s been very
beneficial.

Just on that, you know we have a meeting
and another hearing tonight, in Elmsdale, so
we won’t be at the meeting that you’re going
to be at.

Carrie Howatt: Okay.

Mr. P. Brown: Thank you.

Carrie Howatt: Thank you.

Chair: Any other questions?

Thank you, Carrie. I appreciate your input.

Carrie Howatt: Thank you very much.

Chair: Appreciate your comments.

Our next presenter is Brian Dennis. Thank
you, Brian. You got a presentation for us?
Okay, Brian, start by just stating your name
and who you represent. That way we get our
records straight.

Brian Dennis: Good afternoon. My name is
Brian Dennis. I’m the sales manager and
co-owner of Dennis Motors, the Yamaha
dealer here in Ellerslie.

Chair: Very good.

Brian Dennis: As an ATV and off-road
vehicle dealer, we’re greatly concerned over
the proposed changes, and of course, for the
effect on our customers and their families
and, of course, our livelihood. 

The proposed changes to the present
off-highway vehicle regulations seem to be
directed at the young people, and
everybody’s concerned for their safety. We,
as a dealer, also are very concerned for our
customers’ safety and take this part of our
job very seriously.

There is nothing more disheartening than to
hear of an incident involving one of our
customers or a member of their family. We
do not take any pride in hearing of the abuse
of any of the products that we supply. On the
flip side of this, it is great to hear of families
and friends gathering together for an
organized event or just to have some
afternoon fun.

As with any sport or human experience,
whether motorized or not, there will always
be some unfortunate incidents. There is not a
person in this room that would not like to
eliminate all types of injuries, especially
those to children. The question is: How do
we do this in a fair and just manner? As
leaders of our society, we must strive to
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reduce the risk as much as possible.

We believe that training, education, public
awareness, parental guidance, and of course
common sense, together with law
enforcement, all can play in a part in this
solution.

We have concerns in the area of the
regulations with regards to age restrictions.
All major manufacturers have spent much of
their time and resources determining sizes
for their various models in relationship to
the ages of the prospective operators. The
units that are available and that are designed
for younger people are smaller and lighter.
All of these come equipped with speed
governors and are manufactured with the
child in mind. 

As a child becomes more proficient in the
operation of the unit, adjustments can be
made slowly, to advance him or her to the
next level. Granted, this goes hand in hand
with responsible parenting, education,
training and common sense. The proposed
age limits, we believe, in themselves will
not make a significant change in the present
safety issue.

We would encourage the committee to look
at the following:

First and foremost, to have an approved
safety course for anyone involved in the
sport. Age should not be a factor in this, as
we are never too old or too young to learn.

Secondly, enforcement and education in
regards to safety needs to be addressed.
Approved helmets, eye protection and riding
gear, including boots and gloves, should
always be worn. As well, the safety of the
vehicle should never be overlooked. Items
such as tires, brakes, control cables and the
overall condition should be checked and
maintained on a regular basis, as is the rule
with any other motorized vehicle. 

Thirdly, we recommend an awareness
program for parents and owners of the
off-highway vehicle with younger operators.

In closing, we support the establishment of a
province-wide trail system and organization
much like the PEI Snowmobile Association.
This initiative would bring self-policing and
respect for others. The social aspect will
eventually weed out irresponsible owners
and operators. Any activity requires rules. A
strong organization will lead to a sense of
pride in ownership and will undoubtedly
assist in the growth of this sport in a safe
manner.

On behalf of myself and Dennis Motors, I
want to thank you for the opportunity to
speak at this hearing. The task before you is
not easy and your decisions will, no doubt,
not meet with everybody’s approval. Take
the time to be proactive in this debate. Let’s
be realistic and establish our own
regulations for the betterment of our
province and our people.

Thank you.

Chair: Thank you, Brian. We’ll begin the
questions. Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes, thank you, Brian. I see in
your recommendations you hit on most of
the issues here as far as what we’re
concerned is - approved safety course -

Brian Dennis: Yes, for both.

Mr. Bagnall: - and which I said earlier
today that I think should be for everybody
that drives one, regardless of age. I still get
back to younger operators, I guess, I go back
to that one again.

Brian Dennis: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: I agree with you that they
should never be driving a machine that’s
larger than their ability to handle.
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Brian Dennis: That’s right.

Mr. Bagnall: I think that’s - you agree with
that too.

Brian Dennis: Oh, certainly.

Mr. Bagnall: But should there be penalties
if they are driving a machine that’s too large
for them? Who should the penalty be to, the
parent or the child? Because if you have a
child that’s, say, seven or eight years old
driving one that’s 150 cc - I’m not familiar
with the sizes - but a size way above what
they should be handling, who’s responsible?

Brian Dennis: That would have to be - you
would have to lay that on both. Mostly the
parent.

Mr. Bagnall: What about the dealer who
sold it to the parents for their child?

Brian Dennis: At our dealership, I’ve on
occasion - and the unfortunate thing is
meeting a parent who wants to buy an ATV
or a dirt bike for a child. He thinks he wants
a - the child thinks he wants to have the
biggest and the best, of course.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes.

Brian Dennis: You try to tell the parent:
That’s too big for him, you need to downsize
it, this is the recommended size. If you see
the consumer, the rider, the operator, you
can pretty well tell what size he’s sort of
capable of handling.

Mr. Bagnall: You can.

Brian Dennis: Yeah, you sort of gain that.
You gain that overtime.

Mr. Bagnall: I agree with you. I agree with
you because you’re in the business. 

Brian Dennis: Yeah.

Mr. Bagnall: What happens, though, with
the father who listens to the child and buys
it? Whose responsibility is it then, the dealer
or is it the parent?

Brian Dennis: That really has to go back to
the parent. All I can do is advise. What the
parent will say to me if I say: Listen, you
shouldn’t have this one. He comes back and
says to me, and it puts me on the other foot:
If you don’t sell it to me, somebody else
will, whether it’s in this province or another
province. I don’t necessarily see the child
either or see what he’s going to do with it. A
parent can tell me he’s buying -

Leader of the Opposition: For a 16-year
old.

Brian Dennis: Yeah, he can tell me it’s for
a 16-year old, and the first thing, he’s
putting a 10-year old on it. That’s where this
recommendation comes for - where is that
at? - the third one -

Mr. Bagnall: The third one, yeah.

Brian Dennis: That’s where the third one
comes in there.

Mr. Bagnall: That’s the third one I’m
dealing with there.

Brian Dennis: That’s where you make that
parent or the owner, and making sure that
he’s aware of what he’s giving the child.

Mr. Bagnall: What’s your opinion on 14
years of age and under? Because really, you
didn’t address that.

Brian Dennis: I think 14 years is too high.

Mr. Bagnall: Too high for what?

Brian Dennis: Too high to let them have
nothing till 14 years of age and then start to
ride.
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Mr. Bagnall: Okay.

Brian Dennis: Whether it’s an ATV or -

Mr. Bagnall: My question then would be to
you: If 14 years of age, supervised, how
would that sit with you? Have to be
supervised up to 14 years of age.

Brian Dennis: Again, it depends on where
he’s riding. If he’s riding home on the back
field, 14 years is probably too high. If it’s
12, I would think 12 if he’s riding home on
his back field. After that, it’s like adjusting
the smaller models to suit his abilities. How
far does his range go?

Mr. Bagnall: But do you actually think if
I’m driving on my own property and I’m
young, without being supervised, what
happens if I get hurt back in the far corner of
the field?

Brian Dennis: The back of the back field,
yeah.

Mr. Bagnall: If I’m not supervised, how
long before the injury is - unless I know, I
realize that as a parent, I’m responsible for
my kids -

Brian Dennis: That’s right.

Mr. Bagnall: - and you have to protect
them, right?

Brian Dennis: That’s right. You have to do
the best you can. You can’ t stop them from
everything.

Mr. Bagnall: So if I allow them to drive on,
as a younger age, unsupervised, and they get
hurt -

Brian Dennis: Okay.

Mr. Bagnall: - am I doing my job?

Brian Dennis: My question to you then, on

the reverse of that, if he’s had the driving
courses, the parent has had the guiding
courses or whatever is recommended there,
comes out of this for that, if the child is 14
and he’s had a safety course and he’s had a
training course, the parents have gone
through the system with him, what’s the
difference whether he’s 12 years old or 14
years old if he’s hurt in the back corner of
the field? 

Mr. Bagnall: Okay.

Brian Dennis: I sort of - 12 to me seems
like a reasonable age, again depending on
the child. That’s where the common sense of
parenting comes in. Some children at 12 -

Mr. Bagnall: Most opinions that we’ve
heard and I’m saying that we’re hearing or
I’ve heard in the last - I’ve only been to the
last two hearings, this one and the previous
one - but that most people would be satisfied
that 14, that allow them to drive younger
than 14, if supervised.

Brian Dennis: That’s something I could live
with.

Mr. Bagnall: Yeah, that’s something you
could live with.

Brian Dennis: It’s sort of a common sense.
I’m thinking that -

Mr. Bagnall: I’m kind of thinking we’re
looking for a common ground where -

Brian Dennis: Yeah, in what you’re asking
there, I think it depends more on the child
and the vehicle he’s driving. Like if he’s a
child that’s driving a 50 cc, if he’s 12 years
old, a 50 cc or driving a 50 cc when he’s 14,
that’s quite a (Indistinct).

Mr. Bagnall: That was the question I had
asked the lady just before us here, Carrie, on
the size of the child. Because from anywhere
from 10 to 14, as you know, they can be
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anywhere from 4'1" to 6'2", you know, in
that age span. But the problem is that you
have to use an age group to put them into.

Brian Dennis: I don’t know, I was thinking
about this when I was trying to do up this
paper. You could almost have it like some
kind of a regulation where - you see them at
the carnivals. You can’t go on this ride
unless you’re 4'9" or whatever that size is. I
don’t know -

Mr. Bagnall: Or go-karts.

Brian Dennis: - whether that could be
something that’s put into the regulations

Mr. Bagnall: Or the go-karts, you have to
be so high before you can ride them.

Brian Dennis: You have to be so high
before you can drive.

Mr. Bagnall: I went through all that with
my kids too. Or you have to take them on
yourself, supervise them, and take them on
with them.

Brian Dennis: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: I guess my thing is that I have
no problem - I agree wholeheartedly with
your recommendations, so there’s no - but
the only thing I’m trying to get a handle on
is the age group, whether we should be 14
and supervised or not.

Brian Dennis: It’s a hard question, really.
To me, it seems more like the child - how
developed is the child, how confident it is,
how, you know, all those - the many factors
that come into that. Some kids at 18 or 22 -

Mr. Bagnall: Yes, and I realize there’s kids
at 10 that can drive bikes better than guys
that are 25.

Brian Dennis: Yes, some guys at 25 or 30.

Mr. Bagnall: They’ve grown up driving
them.

Brian Dennis: But I feel with the
development of a trail system on PEI, all
that, a lot of that would develop. It takes
years.

Chair: Mr. Ghiz.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, Mr.
Chair. Thanks for that presentation, Brian.
When somebody buys an ATV from you, do
they have to register it?

Brian Dennis: They’re supposed to.

Leader of the Opposition: They’re
supposed to.

Brian Dennis: We give them the NVIS
form. How the system works now - we
cannot register the vehicle, as a dealer. We
have to give what’s called a NVIS form to
the customer with all his other papers and
he’s supposed to go in and register it.

Leader of the Opposition: Okay, let’s say -
so you give them the form and they’re
supposed to -

Brian Dennis: I give them the form, the
filled out form, and all they have to do is
take it in and pay their (Indistinct).

Leader of the Opposition: Let’s say I take
my trailer and I go over to Moncton. I buy an
ATV over there. Are they going to give me
the form?

Brian Dennis: They should.

Mr. Currie: There’s a harmonized
agreement.

Brian Dennis: They’re supposed to.

Leader of the Opposition: They’re
supposed to?
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Mr. Currie: Yeah, there’s an agreement
between all provinces. Once you put your
address down, PEI will come back after you
for the 10%.

Brian Dennis: Well, that’s what they’re
supposed to do. 

Leader of the Opposition: They’re
supposed to do that. Okay. Another
question. Do you sell Gators?

Brian Dennis: No, I don’t.

Leader of the Opposition: You don’t sell
Gators, okay.

Mr. Currie: That’s John Deere.

Leader of the Opposition: That’s true, but
a similar sort of thing to the Gator, you
know what I mean?

Brian Dennis: That’s an off-road, that’s an
off-highway vehicle. We do sell what’s
called a Rhino, which is similar to a Gator, I
suppose.

Mr. Currie: (Indistinct).

Leader of the Opposition: Yeah, and
would you put that in the same category as
an ATV?

Brian Dennis: No, it’s not.

Leader of the Opposition: It shouldn’t be
in the same category.

Brian Dennis: No.

Leader of the Opposition: What about
ATVs and dirt bikes? Would you put those
in the same category or would you put them
in different categories?

Brian Dennis: They’re a different category
again.

Leader of the Opposition: So there are
different roles between ATVs and dirt bikes,
in your opinion.

Brian Dennis: Yes. They could be very
similar but they’re not the same thing. That’s
the same as the Rhino. It’s a side-by-side.
It’s more like a - what’s why I call it small
jeep.

Leader of the Opposition: So you believe
we should have specific rules for each one?

Brian Dennis: Yeah, because they are
different.

Leader of the Opposition: Okay.

Chair: Mr. Dunn.

Brian Dennis: Excuse me.

Chair: Sorry.

Mr. Dunn: Go ahead.

Brian Dennis: The Rhino or the Gator, what
you’re talking about, that’s a multi-person
vehicle where an ATV is generally is a
one-person vehicle although you see two
people on them. But the manufacturer tells
you: It’s a one-person vehicle.

Mr. Dunn: My question follows on Mr.
Ghiz’ question. If we made it compulsory
for you to register the vehicles, that would
address some of the situations that you were
trying to talk about. But my question is: Do
you have any idea of how many vehicles are
bought off-Island? Like we’re talking six
and 7,000 numbers being thrown around.

Brian Dennis: There’s a lot.

Mr. Dunn: How many people?

Brian Dennis: There’s a lot.

Mr. Dunn: What percentage? I hear it’s
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high.

Brian Dennis: It’s probably in the 30%
range. It’s high, and they only go across for
one reason, the sales tax.

Mr. McCardle: Why do they?

Brian Dennis: Sales tax. If you’re buying a
five, six, seven, eight, $10,000 machine or a
$12,000 machine, you can go to Moncton
and you can buy it $1,200 cheaper. Where
do you go? The province doesn’t follow up
on the sales tax issue. I know that for a fact.

Mr. Currie: They’re supposed to.

Brian Dennis: That’s right, they’re
supposed to.

Leader of the Opposition: But if they all
had to register them is what I want to get at
(Indistinct).

Mr. Dunn: (Indistinct).

Brian Dennis: If they get it registered, they
pay the sales tax.

Leader of the Opposition: You can track
them down more often and it could increase
your sales.

Mr. Dunn: That’s right.

Brian Dennis: It stops them from going
off-Island. The sales tax is usually standard
business here on PEI.

Mr. Dunn: I guess that’s what I was getting
at.

Mr. Currie: I’ll check into that. I’m always
(Indistinct).

Mr. P. Brown: We did, didn’t we, Brian?

Brian Dennis: I’ve done that hundreds of
times.

Leader of the Opposition: I think if there
were mandatory registration, it would force
that to happen.

Mr. Dunn: Yes.

Brian Dennis: Yeah. The last gentleman I
last talked to at the Sales Tax Department,
he laughed at me. He thought it was funny.

Mr. Currie: That you would - so what are
they doing? Are they putting it in
somebody’s name in New Brunswick?

Brian Dennis: No, they put it in their own
name.

Mr. Dunn: Put it in their own name.

Brian Dennis: But it doesn’t have to be
registered.

Mr. Dunn: They don’t pay sales tax.

Brian Dennis: When it’s not registered -

Mr. Currie: I know people that bought dirt
bikes in Nova Scotia and they bought lawn
tractors over there. They got caught. They
had to pay -

Leader of the Opposition: But they got to
get caught first.

Brian Dennis: Yeah, you got to catch them
first. But nobody follows up.

Mr. Currie: There’s an agreement between
the provinces, so if they’re not following up,
then yes, that’s a problem.

Mr. McCardle: But mandatory registration
will (Indistinct).

Mr. Dunn: It will cure it but unless -

Brian Dennis: It will help the issue. The
same as they did in the snowmobiles. Like,
not too many go across now and buy a
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snowmobile. Because that got stomped on
back in 1993. 

Mr. Currie: One short question. Would you
as a dealer feel that if there was mandatory
safety or if I wanted to buy one for my
10-year old son now, a little ATV or
whatever, or 12-year old son -

Brian Dennis: Yes.

Mr. Currie: - do you think that’s mandatory
before he  buys it off your floor?  That he
can (Indistinct) -

Brian Dennis: Provide a little card, a little
license, whatever, driving permit, whatever.

Mr. Currie: Would that effect your
business or enhance it?

Brian Dennis: I think it would enhance it.
Because lots of time the parents aren’t aware
quite of what they’re buying. They think
they are but they’re really probably
necessarily not.

Mr. Currie: Just throw the keys to the kids
and say: Go to her.

Brian Dennis: Yeah, they’re using it - well,
it’s like a TV and a computer. Here’s your
computer, go babysit yourself.

Mr. Currie: Okay.

Brian Dennis: In our society today, a lot of
that is happening.

Leader of the Opposition: (Indistinct)
when I grew up, they wouldn’t let me drive a
dirt bike but if there was a course I could
have taken, I probably could have talked
them into letting me get a dirt bike.

Brian Dennis: That happens a lot. 

Unidentified person: I think it’s the
majority.

Brian Dennis: Of the majority, yeah, I
would say that. Most of them that get bought
are probably from kids from 12 up. Very few
bought - like even the smaller ones, there’s
not a lot of them sold, and they are sold.

Mr. Bagnall: What I notice around is you
go into a place that has one, and they do
have kids. There’s one machine in the yard
and it’s the one that the father drives.

Brian Dennis: That’s right. He buys it for
himself and then -

Mr. Bagnall: He buys it for himself and
then the kids all drive it.

Brian Dennis: Even those bigger machines
have speed governors on them.

Mr. Bagnall: I understand that but the
machine is too heavy and too big most times
for those kids to handle.

Brian Dennis: That’s right. For those kids
that’s on a bit of a slope, he hasn’t got the
weight to hold it down.

Mr. Bagnall: Chances are after a few
months he can drive better than father
anyway because they learn quicker. But the
problem being is -

Brian Dennis: He doesn’t have the size or
the weight or the strength to -

Mr. Bagnall: Exactly, and that’s an issue
that I see that’s more important than the
issue of 12 and 13 driving the proper sizes
and being able to drive. That’s where most
of the kids are driving. They don’t have the
little machines. The real concern and the real
parent that watches what their kids do and
that are safety conscious and they want to
make sure things happen, they’re the ones
that buy the small machines.

Brian Dennis: That’s right.
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Mr. Bagnall: But the other ones where
parents will - the father buys the toy, and
when he’s away to work (Indistinct), the
kids are out on that machine.

Brian Dennis: That’s where he, as a parent
(Indistinct).

Mr. Bagnall: That’s the major concern I
have about the whole thing on ATVs, but I
don’t know.

Chair: Okay. Mr. McCardle, followed by
Mr. Brown, and that’s the final question,
okay.

Mr. McCardle: Mike asked my question.
How far do we take this safety thing? But is
that Canadian course CYC, how available is
that course here?

Brian Dennis: Not terribly available, from
what I understand.

Mr. McCardle: Where would someone
from Ellerslie have to go to get that course?

Brian Dennis: I believe it’s Moncton, is it
not? I really don’t know. I think there’s a
course in Moncton or instructors in Moncton
that can say - say if I wanted to get the
course and have it so that I could offer it to
my customers -

Mr. McCardle: But some of them, we had
two presenters in Charlottetown who deliver
the course.

Mr. Dunn: That’s motocross, just
motocross.

Brian Dennis: Yeah, that was motocross.
The ATV is different. There is -

Leader of the Opposition: Somebody
could start teaching (Indistinct).

Mr. Dunn: (Indistinct) representative out
from Holland College and gave the course

on (Indistinct).

Mr. Currie: Yes, there was.

Brian Dennis: Yeah, I had a call a couple of
years ago on that. 

Mr. McCardle: So where would I go to get
a course on ATV safety?

Brian Dennis: New Brunswick.

Mr. McCardle: I was at the (Indistinct)

Mr. P. Brown: But there’s no, like -

Leader of the Opposition: If it’s going to
be mandatory, somebody’s going to set up a
course.

Mr. Dunn: Sure they are, it’s going to be a
business then.

Mr. P. Brown: (Indistinct).

Brian Dennis: It’s another part of it, or each
dealer can have it, the same as you have your
motor vehicle inspection license, that sort of
thing, that you go and you have a course. So
that each dealer has someone qualified to
take an evening or a Saturday or a weekend,
whatever, to offer the course to his clients
and perspective clients.

Mr. McCardle: But it would be a relief to
you if every customer you sold it to had the
course?

Brian Dennis: Definitely, definitely.

Mr. Currie: But it would be a marketing
tool for Brian, because on Saturday if he’s
teaching young people how to do it, the kids
up the road would be saying: I want to go to
take the same course. They’d be hounding
their dads to take the course and then buy
the (Indistinct). A good marketing tool too.

Mr. McCardle: You should start giving it.
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Brian Dennis: That’s a win-win situation
there.

Chair: Okay, Mr. Brown’s got the next
question.

Mr. P. Brown: Okay. We were told by
Highway Safety, Brian, that there are 1,200
or 1,300 vehicles that are registered in the
province. What percentage would you guess
that is of the total number? Because we hear
this figure all over the place.

Brian Dennis: There’s only 1,200 or 1,300
registered?

Mr. P. Brown: That’s the figure they gave
us.

Brian Dennis: Only?

Mr. P. Brown: Because there are two
problems with it, and I’d like to get, maybe,
as a dealer, some of your comments on
registration.

It’s a one-time registration. If I buy it and I
register it and I sell it to Cletus, he doesn’t
have to re-register. So there’s like - and then
I buy a new one from you, and I might
register it, but he might say: I won’t keep up
the registration.

Brian Dennis: See, the way the regulation,
as I understand it now, the regulation is that
when you register your vehicle, you get a
vehicle registration. On the corner of that
registration, if you sell it, you are supposed
to fill that in and send it into Highway
Safety, into highways.

Mr. P. Brown: Right.

Brian Dennis: They, in turn, don’t do
anything with it.

Mr. P. Brown: No, and because Cletus
doesn’t want to pay the tax, and I don’t want
to charge it to him because I’d rather get the

money in the end price, so we’re going to
just forget about that part. He doesn’t have
to register it anyway.

Brian Dennis: He should be.

Mr. Dunn: But he’s saying that Motor
Vehicle is not going to send it out.

Brian Dennis: He should be. What I’m
saying is that when you take -

Mr. P. Brown: Yeah, but I mean that’s
what’s happening, isn’t it?

Brian Dennis: - when you take the corner
off your registration and you send it into
highways, highways should follow up on
that.

Mr. P. Brown: Right.

Brian Dennis: Call up Mr. Dunn or send
him a letter, whatever, and say: Mr. Dunn,
you bought an ATV from Philip Brown.

Mr. P. Brown: Much the same way as we
do with -

Brian Dennis: Yes, I did. Well, you owe us
whatever.

Mr. P. Brown: Like a used vehicle, you
wouldn’t get -

Brian Dennis: It’s like a used vehicle. 

Mr. P. Brown: Okay, so would your
expectation be if it’s 1,200 that are
registered -

Mr. Bagnall: That’s 20 per cent.

Mr. P. Brown: - what do you multiply that
from, by? I don’t want to know all your
business, but on annual basis, would you
sell, like, 100 machines?

Brian Dennis: Pretty much.
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Mr. P. Brown: Okay, and there’s a number
of dealers in the province.

Brian Dennis: Yeah.

Mr. P. Brown: Yeah, so there’s significant -

Brian Dennis: Do the math. There’s a lot
that aren’t registered.

Mr. Bagnall: We were told there’s seven to
8,000 machines on PEI -

Brian Dennis: Probably not too far off.

Mr. Bagnall: - at the present time, and if
that’s the case, only 20% of them are
registered.

Mr. P. Brown: Seven or 8,000.

Brian Dennis: See, even the new ones that I
sell, the way the present system is set up, I
give you the papers, you still don’t go in and
register it. We run into that every week.

Mr. Bagnall: Do you charge me sales tax,
when I walk in, on that machine?

Brian Dennis: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: Yeah. 

Brian Dennis: It’s not the matter of the
dollars, you just don’t bother doing it.

Mr. Bagnall: We’re getting the tax benefit
but we’re not getting the registration.

Brian Dennis: That’s right. 

Mr. Bagnall: That’s the only thing.

Brian Dennis: Unless it’s out of province.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes.

Leader of the Opposition: I’d like to know
how many from out of province (Indistinct).

Mr. P. Brown: Then the problem for law
enforcement, if they’re going to try and track
vehicles, if they’re not registered, is very
difficult.

The other thing is that we’re going to run
into but -

Mr. Currie: One question -

Mr. P. Brown: No, I said there’d be two, a
two-part question. Jimmy got six but the rest
of us get two. I did notice that the only
words you repeated in your presentation
were common sense. You used it twice, and
it seems to be lacking. But that leads into -
there’s public reception out there, and we’re
going to have a hard job, as a committee, to
come up with fair recommendations for the
users and the public. Because as Mr.
MacKendrick presented earlier, he surveyed
I think it was 29 farmers, and 17 that had
ATVs, they were all for it and the 11 without
it were all against it.

There’s a real divide between the pros and
cons of it. So if we come up with a
regulation that is fair for all, what we
perceive to be fair, there are going to be
those who challenge us and say we caved
into the users.

Brian Dennis: That’s right.

Mr. P. Brown: Because we weren’t really
worried about safety. When we had some of
the people present to us on the safety side,
they basically said: Ban them, get rid of
them. They’re just -

Brian Dennis: Well, they’d say that about
any product that sold.

Mr. P. Brown: Yeah.

Brian Dennis: Whether it’s an ATV or
whatever.

Chair: Thank you, Brian. Appreciate your
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input.

Brian Dennis: Thank you,

Mr. Currie: One more -

Chair: Oh, I’m sorry, Mike.

Mr. Currie: I don’t know if it’s fair to ask,
but you say there’s a lot of people buy in
New Brunswick. So if they bought in New
Brunswick and never paid tax, they drove it
for four years, they come in, they want to
trade it with you.

Brian Dennis: I can’t take it in trade.

Mr. Currie: You don’t take it in trade.
Okay, thank you.

Brian Dennis: No, I have to have a
registration. I won’t even touch them.

Mr. Currie: Okay, that’s fair.

Brian Dennis: Just too much out there
that’s not theirs.

Mr. Currie: So they pay the full tax on that.

Brian Dennis: They paid GST in New
Brunswick.

Mr. Currie: They’d sell it privately then
before they’d come in to look.

Brian Dennis: Yes, that’s right. Thank you.

Chair: Okay, our next presenter is Nic
Howatt. Nic, we’d like you to state your
name and your affiliation, just to make sure
we have it correct who you are.

Nic Howatt: My name is Nic Howatt. I’m
from the Borden area.

Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct).

Chair: Listen up, guys.

Nic Howatt: I’m here more or less to show
safety gear and what’s available, type of
thing.

Chair: Excellent.

Nic Howatt: Trail riding is a family activity
for me. I ride dirt bikes with my 22-year old
fiancé, my 11-year old nephew, and my
6-year old niece, and some day, my son, who
is now four months.

Travelling is also a part of it. I go over the
Maritimes a couple of times a year type of
thing. I wouldn’t take my 11-year old
nephew there because it’s a different terrain
altogether. There are rocks, steep
embankments, that type of thing.

If a law did state you had to be 14 years old
to drive, I think it would just cause more
lawbreakers. I started riding when I was
four. My nephew started riding when he was
four. My son will also ride when he is four.

As you know from other presentations, the
Motocross Association is very organized and
safety is very important. They even have
their own web site, something you might
want to look into, just to see how big it is.

I work at a retailer of Honda ATVs and dirt
bikes. I still have customers coming in every
day not knowing dirt bikes are even
involved in this law because of the way it
was worded in the paper.

Another point, I don’t think making people
ride in a confined area would be good either
because beginner riders are usually very
nervous and they don’t like riding around
other people.

Basically, I just want to show you the gear
that we usually ride in.

Leader of the Opposition: Is this what you
drive in when you’re racing or just -
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Nic Howatt: I use it racing and trail riding.
It doesn’t matter if I go three kilometres
down to the store or if I’m racing for the
day.

This is all a child’s size. Like, you can get
them in all different sizes. Pants, which are
like a heavy duty material, protectors on the
side. Chest protector, got a wrist protector,
boots - they’re very rugged - other wrist
protector, kidney belt, knee pads which are -
and shin pads - which are very heavy. The
neck, for it straps on here so your neck can’t
go back far enough to cause injury, and
basically just long sleeve shirts.

Leader of the Opposition: How much
would all this cost?

Nic Howatt: The boots are $130 to $170.
Knee pads are anywhere from $20 to $100.
Pants are anywhere from $60 to $100. These
are about $20. These are about $20. This
here would be for your wrist, probably 10 or
15 bucks. Helmets are anywhere from $100
to $200, goggles are $20 to $60, and chest
protectors of that size are usually around
$69.

Leader of the Opposition: So it’d be
similar to if you were taking you son out,
when he turns five, to buy him hockey gear.

Nic Howatt: Exactly, yes.

Leader of the Opposition: You’re buying
this stuff. Now, your nephew, I take it, is
Carrie’s -

Nic Howatt: Son.

Leader of the Opposition: Get the names
right.

Nic Howatt: Yes.

Leader of the Opposition: So does he wear
this stuff when he goes?

Nic Howatt: All of it, and he’d be more
cautious than I would. If he was going two
or three kilometres down the road, type of
thing, he’s got everything on and it’s just
like putting a seatbelt on. It’s just part of his
routine. If he got caught without it, he’d be
in trouble and he knows that. Basically when
you wear this stuff, you feel naked if you
don’t have it on.

Leader of the Opposition: Well, it’s cool
because it’s red.

Nic Howatt: Yes.

Mr. McCardle: You feel invincible when
you got it on, though.

Nic Howatt: No, you don’t. It doesn’t take
you long to figure that out.

Mr. Bagnall: I think it’s like hockey gear.
You don’t see kids going out and playing
hockey after they register for minor hockey
or anything else without full gear on. This is
another sport.

Nic Howatt: Exactly. We use it for trail
riding and everything.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes, exactly.

Mr. Dunn: (Indistinct) your hockey stories.

Mr. P. Brown: (Indistinct) that’s the key.

Chair: Okay, Nic, if you have anymore to
say because we’re going to ask some
questions here.

Nic Howatt: No.

Chair: Anybody got questions? Let’s start
with Mr. Bagnall. Do you have a question?

Mr. Bagnall: Just one, the same one I’ve
asked everybody this afternoon. Fourteen
years of age, what’s your feeling?



Fisheries, Intergovernmental Affairs and Transportation                            15 February 2006

43

Nic Howatt: I don’t think it’s right. Like I
said before, I started when I was four. I’ve
never had any injuries as a youth. My
nephew hasn’t. I trained him myself,
properly. When he goes riding, I go riding.
It’s a family thing, whether we’re trail riding
or whether we’re at the track.

Mr. Bagnall: What would you feel about an
ATV? You’re talking dirt bikes and
motocross.

Nic Howatt: ATV, I believe, just like
everybody else is saying, I think proper size
is appropriate. Besides that -

Mr. Bagnall: If we brought in 14 years of
age and under could drive with the
supervision of a parent or an adult?

Nic Howatt: That wouldn’t bother me a bit.
Like, I ride myself. I race and I trail ride. My
passion is more into trail riding, that type of
thing, getting out there with - like, my
girlfriend can come with me. She’s got a
bike, and my nephew and my niece. Like, to
take my girlfriend and niece to a motocross
track to go riding, it’s just not practical. You
can’t do it.

Mr. Bagnall: You have a little fellow
coming up in a few years.

Nic Howatt: I do, yes.

Mr. Bagnall: At what age would you allow
him to take his bike and go on his own on a
20-acre field or a period of -

Nic Howatt: With me watching him, you
mean?

Mr. Bagnall: Without supervision.

Nic Howatt: That I don’t know because my
nephew is 10 now and if he comes to my
house - which is four or five kilometres
away - with his bike, I have to meet him
there and take him down.

Mr. Bagnall: So he’s supervised all the
time.

Nic Howatt: Yes. Like, his parents don’t let
him go to the store by himself, type of thing.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay, so 14 years of age and
under wouldn’t bother you.

Nic Howatt: Definitely. Definitely.

Mr. Bagnall: That’s all I wanted to know.

Chair: Okay, Mr. Dunn.

Mr. Dunn: I guess my question for you is -
and now that you’re sort of - like, all along
the motocross people said they just do it on
supervised tracks, but it doesn’t happen
there. People do it in their backyards. If you
have 40 acres, you’re going to do it on your
40 acres. If you don’t have any acres, that’s
when the issue comes alive. You live on a
bungalow lot. You have to drive somewhere
else. I guess that’s part of the issue with
ATVs, is where you drive them.

Nic Howatt: Sure. That’s basically a
problem they have. I don’t. We live in the
Borden area. There’s a big pit behind
McCains. We can go back there and spend
hours and there’s nobody cares that we’re
back there, behind the meat plant, type of
thing.

Mr. Dunn: Until something happens and
you sue McCains.

Nic Howatt: Well, it’s not McCains land.
It’s your land.

Mr. Dunn: It’s government land. I wasn’t
sure exactly where he was at.

Nic Howatt: You know where the beef plant
is. It’s right back there. There’s a lot of land
back there. We can take the trail. We can go
right up to the bridge. There’s a causeway
there. Nobody’s bothered that we use that.
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There’s no reason why they would be upset,
type of thing.

Mr. Dunn: But that’s sort of the big issue
with the ATVs, is where they go when they
don’t have a place to go. The most
motocross presentation was we have a place
up west in Duvar and you have a place in
Charlottetown. That’s okay to race if you’re
both there, but most of the time kids are
going to drive within their own -

Nic Howatt: Area.

Mr. Dunn: - near their own home, yeah,
their own area. I guess that’s a concern.
Who’s property are you on when you do
that? Thank you.

Chair: Okay, Mr. Brown, have you got a
question?

Mr. P. Brown: I just appreciate you coming
in, Nic, and you differentiate between the
ATVs and the dirt bikes. But you make a
very good point because, as you said, you
work in the business selling with dealers and
people are coming in every day and they
don’t know that the issue being discussed
has implications to dirt bikes.

Nic Howatt: Exactly.

Mr. P. Brown: And I didn’t either, because
our proposal was based on ATVs, but then
after the presentation from Highway Safety,
yes, this had to include - as a matter of fact,
a question we asked is: Does this include
tractor lawnmowers and golf carts? It just
goes on and on. All motorized vehicles. It
becomes a problem. So it’s important to
have these kind of hearings and this is good
stuff. This helps us a lot.

Nic Howatt: Thank you.

Chair: Mr. Ghiz, do you have a question?

Leader of the Opposition: No.

Chair: Mr. McCardle? Mr. Currie?

Mr. Dunn: I just have one quick question. I
was looking through the notes here. Robert
and Judy Affleck said they suggested
making it mandatory to sell all safety
equipment with the all-terrain vehicle.
Maybe Brian or you can both deal with it.
You’re both on the retail end of it.

Nic Howatt: I stress it very much so when
somebody’s buying a unit. We give large
discounts, type of thing, on equipment,
basically without promoting the equipment.
We’re basically kicking ourselves, I believe,
because if you’re around the bikes and stuff
like that, if you see a crash with gear and
you see a crash without it, it’s a very big
difference. I know myself -

Mr. Dunn: What about making it
mandatory?

Nic Howatt: That wouldn’t bother me a bit
because I wear it myself all the time.

Mr. Bagnall: What do you think, Brian?
Would you agree with that, equipment being
mandatory? Safety equipment.

Brian Dennis: Safety training, helmets and
that.

Mr. Dunn: Thank you.

Chair: Thank you, Nic.

This committee will reconvene in Elmsdale
Community Centre at 7:00 p.m.

You got another point?

Leader of the Opposition: Yeah, I just
want to bring this up. I’d like to have
somebody come in and go over the liability
issue. I’ve got a lot of questions around that.
I also want somebody to come in and talk
about private land versus public land and
what the issues are there on enforcing laws
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and those sort of things. I think those are -

Mr. Currie: A legal opinion, with a legal
mind.

Leader of the Opposition: Yes, I want
somebody you can invite from the Attorney
General’s office or from Transportation and
Public Works. Somebody to explain those
things. Because I think there’s a lot of issues
around those as well.

Chair: Well noted.

As I said, we will reconvene this evening at
Elmsdale Community Centre at 7:00 p.m.

Thank you.

[The Committee recessed]

The Committee reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

Chair: I’ll call the Committee meeting to
order.

This is a Standing Committee on Fisheries,
Intergovernmental Affairs and
Transportation. We’re at Elmsdale
Community Centre. It’s Wednesday,
February 15  and the time is 7:00 p.m.th

We’re here to further consider Motion No. 9
of the Legislature which is amendments to
the off-highway vehicle regulations. We
would like to have three presenters tonight,
and the first one being Michelle Arsenault.

Michelle, if you approach the - just have a
seat and just to begin with, if you could give
us your name and who you represent just for
a sound check here, to make sure we
understand. You can stand or sit or whatever
you feel comfortable with.

Michelle Arsenault: My name is Michelle
Arsenault and I’m here as a parent. I’m also
here as a business owner and as a member of
the PEI Motocross Association. I also have
my daughter here with me, and if she would

be able to speak at all at some point, if that’s
okay with you?

Chair: Yes.

Michelle Arsenault: Could you bring the
box of trophies and stuff back there? Are we
all set to go? Okay.

Thank you very much for allowing me to
speak tonight. This is my daughter, Emily.
Emily is the 60 cc champion for the PEI
Motocross series. She has been riding since
she was seven years old. She’s been racing
for the last three years. If you want to take
out some of your trophies there that she has
won with motocross. Take them out and we
can let people have a look at them. She
wants to take the big one out first.

This is her championship trophy from last
year. She raced in the 60 cc class, and that
takes in bikes 60, 65. She currently is riding
a 65 cc bike. She’s also got some of her
riding gear on, if you want to stand up. I
think that earlier today Nic Howatt showed
you some of the gear that’s available.

Mr. Dunn: That’s much better colour now.

Michelle Arsenault: Some like the green,
some like the red. She’s got her chest
protector. She doesn’t have her boots on
right now because she’s gone through a
growth spurt and she actually couldn’t quite
get her feet into them, since last year.
They’re getting a little bit used up. You can
hold them up. The same with her shin pads.
They’re about this much too short. But
protective gear that she wears when racing.

Whenever Emily rides, her dirt bike does not
leave our property unless it’s on the back of
a truck. She’s not out riding unsupervised.
She’s not out riding through the fields, in the
side of the road in the ditch, she rides
supervised. She rides at our own track and
she races on a closed course. She’s raced at
many different courses around the
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Maritimes. We’ve been to tracks in Nova
Scotia and tracks in New Brunswick.

It’s an organized sport, which I’m sure that
you’ve all become aware of in the last
couple of weeks. We have had nothing but
positive experiences in the last five years
that, as a family, we’ve been involved in
motocross, not just with her racing but with
friends and just being involved in the sport
altogether. She’s taking more out.

I understand that you guys are trying to do
your best to protect our children and I really
respect that. But I don’t think an
across-the-board ban is the way to do it. I
think that it - I support safety regulations,
obviously. With her safety gear, like I said,
she doesn’t ride unsupervised. She wears her
safety gear at all times when she rides, but
for her, for us, safety regulations have to be
enforceable. You can’t just ban something.
It’s going to drive it underground.

As far as with the four-wheelers, ATVs, dirt
bikes, you can’t lump them all together. She
rides a 65 cc dirt bike. It’s nothing compared
to the size of a full-sized ATV. I would
never let her ride a full-sized ATV, and she
shouldn’t. It says right on them that these are
not intended for children. She’s taken safety
courses. How many courses did we count up
that you’ve taken?

Emily Arsenault: Five

Michelle Arsenault: Five training courses.
There’s a big difference between what will
happen if you flip over on a small dirt bike
or on a four-wheeler. She’s flipped many
times. She’s got a few bumps and bruises.
She flips in hockey all the time. She plays
girls’ hockey and there are 13 girls on her
team. In the last four months I’ve seen as
many broken bones as I’ve seen - in her
team, I’ve seen three people with broken
bones on her team in the last three months in
hockey. She’s never broken a bone yet in
motocross. Not saying it doesn’t happen, but

I’m just saying you can’t put your kids in a
bubble.

Getting back to an across-the-board ban,
whenever my brother was 12, he died in a
snowbank. He suffocated. Nobody came out
and said: You should ban kids from playing
in the snow. My kids play in the snow. I
want them to get out and enjoy life, but I
teach them how to be safe. I supervise them.
I tell them places not to play, where it’s not
safe.

When my husband was 11 he was hit by a
car riding a bicycle. Broke his leg. Nobody
said we should ban kids from riding
bicycles. You teach them - they wear
helmets now. That’s something that’s been
brought into effect. It helps stop serious head
injuries, teach them to be safe, teach them
where to ride their bicycles.

Even looking at other things that were
prohibited on PEI - the government brought
in the prohibition of alcohol to try and stop
alcoholism. I think we all know how well
that went. It didn’t help. It just drove it
underground. The same thing when
automobiles first came to PEI. They thought:
Let’s ban automobiles, and actually, for a
few years, they were banned. But obviously,
it wasn’t the feasible thing to do.

I believe that a ban will drive us
underground. The machines are out there.
There’s nothing can be done with them.
What’s going to happen? Like, we have her
dirt bike. It’s for sale now because we’re
buying a new one. Who’s going to want to
buy it? Where am I going to buy safety
equipment for her? Because why would
dealers carry it if it’s against the law for her
to use it?

There are hundreds and hundreds of people
who’ve invested money in these machines.
Are you guys going to reimburse them?
Because adults can’t drive these machines.
They’re for children. They’re small. They’re
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this big. So something has to be done with
them. If they can’t ride on a safe course, on a
safe regulated place, they’ll be out driving in
pits. They’ll be out driving in fields. They’ll
be driving in ditches. I have seen injuries
from people who were riding in places
where they weren’t supposed to be. They
were riding in ditches and they were riding
alongside the road, and we don’t allow that.

So I guess what I have to say is doing this, if
you ban it, you’re going to criminalize
law-abiding people, you’re going to
criminalize parents. I mean, if she was riding
her dirt bike when it was against the law and
she fell and got hurt, what’s going to
happen? Am I going to have a child
protection agency coming after me? There’s
a lot of parents here who have children who
ride. Are they going to be scared to call an
ambulance if something happens and their
child gets hurt? Are they going to be telling
their child to lie, don’t say anything?
Because people are not going to - I have
already had people tell me: I’m not going to
stop my kid from riding even if they ban it.
But they won’t be allowed to ride in places
where it’s safe. They’ll be forced to ride out
in the back field somewhere where nobody
can see them and nobody will know whether
there are rocks there, whether somebody’s
dug a hole there, or whether there’s a block
of cement there that they can run into.

I was looking at the Off-Highway Vehicle
Act and I see that your amendment that is
being proposed has an exception for
snowmobiles. I don’t see why there couldn’t
be also exceptions for mini bikes and for dirt
bikes, for motocross riding. It seems pretty
simple that the exception was put in there
for snowmobiles. I don’t see why there
couldn’t be an exception as well put in there
for dirt biking. It seems to be very simple.

Nova Scotia, I know, recently they went
through the whole thing as well with trying
to bring an act similar, and they have an
exception for dirt bike racing. So it’s not

that you have to reinvent the wheel. There’s
already things in place that could be looked
at. I know that children are still allowed to
race and to ride supervised in Nova Scotia,
and I don’t see why that we shouldn’t allow
it here.

That’s all I have to say. I won’t take up any
more of your time. I’d like to thank you for
allowing me this chance to speak and I want
to thank you to - as I said before, I know that
you have the young people of Prince Edward
Island’s best interest at heart. So I just want
to thank you for that.

Chair: Thank you, Michelle and Emily. We
do hope that you might allow us to ask some
questions now.

Michelle Arsenault: Certainly.

Chair: Mr. Bagnall was the first to indicate
he’d like to ask.

Mr. Bagnall: First thing, one of the few
things that we’ve been getting to our
Committee is safety, training and
supervision, the three things that are the
biggest concerns. Obviously, you’re doing
that already.

Michelle Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: You’re talking about a ban or
they’re talking about a ban. My question is:
Do you think 14 years of age is too old?

Michelle Arsenault: Too old to start riding?

Mr. Bagnall: No, for the ban. Yeah.

Michelle Arsenault: Oh, definitely.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. Would you accept 14
years of age if they have the proper training
and supervision, that 14 years of age and
under would have to be either accompanied
by a parent or a guardian and be supervised?
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Michelle Arsenault: That under 14 years of
age, they should be supervised?

Mr. Bagnall: Yes.

Michelle Arsenault: Is that your question?

Mr. Bagnall: Yes.

Michelle Arsenault: Oh, I definitely, I think
that every person should be supervised
whenever they ride. No person should ever
ride alone. If something were to happen and
you were out by yourself - so I think that
supervision definitely is a must at all ages.
So, I don’t know if that answers your
question.

Mr. Bagnall: Yes, that’s great.

Michelle Arsenault: Okay.

Mr. Bagnall: I’m going to turn my next
question to Emily.

Michelle Arsenault: Okay.

Mr. Bagnall: How long have you been
riding?

Emily Arsenault: Since I was eight or
seven.

Mr. Bagnall: You’ve been competing for
how long?

Emily Arsenault: Since I was -

Michelle Arsenault: This is the third year,
third year that you -

Emily Arsenault: - nine, I think. 

Michelle Arsenault: This will be the fourth,
this summer coming.

Emily Arsenault: Yeah, I started racing
when I got my 65.

Michelle Arsenault: You started racing
when you got the 65, so this is your third
year of racing, yeah, last year was.

Mr. Bagnall: Obviously, you’re quite good
at it. Are those trophies all from here on the
Island or from away?

Emily Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: All here.

Michelle Arsenault: They’re all from PEI,
but she has raced off-Island as well. 

Mr. Bagnall: You’re the provincial
champion for the last two years in a row?
Have you upset your bike any?

Emily Arsenault: I bent my handlebars one
time.

Mr. Bagnall: You did? Okay, but you didn’t
get hurt? Okay. What do you think about the
proposed regulations? What’s your feeling
on it?

Emily Arsenault: I don’t know.

Mr. Bagnall: Do you think that we should
be telling you that you can’t ride until you’re
14? 

Emily Arsenault: No.

Mr. Bagnall: How old are you now?

Emily Arsenault: Eleven.

Mr. Bagnall: Eleven. So do you always ride
supervised?

Emily Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay, that’s all.

Chair: Mr. Dunn.

Mr. Dunn: A couple of quick questions,
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Michelle.

Michelle Arsenault: Sure.

Mr. Dunn: One, we had discussed this
afternoon. We had a couple of dealers in,
and I guess one of them is here tonight too.
Mandatory equipment.

Michelle Arsenault: Yes. I’m the first
person to say mandatory equipment. As you
know, my husband is going to be speaking
that we have the motocross track and he’s
going to be speaking to that effect next. But
whenever people ride at our track, the bare
minimum that they can get by with: they
must have a helmet, they must have eye
protection, they must have boots that lace up
above your ankle.

Emily, if you want to hold those up? They
don’t necessarily have to have motocross
boots like this because they’re very
expensive and for a new rider - but they
must have, like, a pair of good sturdy hiking
boots or work boots  that lace up and give
ankle support. They must also wear heavy
long pants. Can you stand up, Em? These
pants here are motocross pants and of
course, as well, they’re expensive. They’re
resistant to heat. They’re resistant to fire.
They’re resistant to -

Mr. Dunn: You say a heavy pant like a
denim?

Michelle Arsenault: A heavy denim pant at
the minimum, because we want to have it so
that new people can come out and try it out
as well. So long-sleeved shirts, long, heavy
pant - denim is usually what we recommend
if they don’t already have motocross gear -
and as I said, helmet and eye protection.
Those are our bare minimum standards. The
majority of children who come up also have
the chest protector, the shin guards, and as
well, a lot of them have them but when you,
if - she’s not wearing the boots right now -
but most of the kids, the boots come up to

about there. So those are the things that we
look at as minimum required equipment.

I think just from what we know about the
sport, that one of the most common injuries
is an ankle injury. The boot is the big thing,
and of course, everybody, I mean, helmets
now for everything, hockey, even sledding,
they’re talking about helmets. So helmets,
eye protection, boots and then long sleeves
and long pants.

Mr. Dunn: Do you require the same thing
of Emily when she’s just practising rather
than in a competition?

Michelle Arsenault: Always.

Mr. Dunn: Always.

Michelle Arsenault: Actually, I can
remember one time where I think Trent was
back at the track and I couldn’t get him on
the cell phone and I said: Emily, hop on your
bike and go back and get him. Just put your
helmet and your boots on. She just had a
pair of gym pants and a t-shirt. Mom, I’m
not putting all my gear on just to go back to
the track. I said: Just put your boots and your
helmet on, and she said: I don’t think that’s
a good idea. You know. So, like I said, she’s
always supervised and she always wears all
her gear as you can tell - it’s getting pretty
scuffed up here - but yeah, she always wears
her gear and we require it.

Mr. Dunn: One popular thing that’s been
talked about the last couple of days is an
appropriate size of machine.

Michelle Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. Dunn: Should that be done by age or by
size of youth?

Michelle Arsenault: I believe we tend to go
by age, but by size tends to be a better way
to do it. Because, I mean, she’s 11. Stand up.
One of her best friends, Kelsey, I think
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Kelsey MacIsaac spoke at the Charlottetown
meeting, and Emily and Kelsey, their
birthdays are like 20 days apart.

Emily Arsenault: Twenty-one.

Michelle Arsenault: But Kelsey only comes
to here. Kelsey is going to stay on a 65 this
year.

Emily Arsenault: And Michael.

Michelle Arsenault: Whereas Emily is
moving up to a bigger size bike because a 65
is too small for her. Kelsey’s brother,
Michael, is ten and he’s still riding a 50
because he’s - and they’ve had to get an
exception for him to keep racing in that 50
class because he’s small.

On some - especially some teenage boys at
12 or 13 years old, we’ve seen them come
and they’re six feet tall and 180 pounds. A
12-year old boy that’s six feet tall and 180
pounds cannot ride an 85 bike. It’s not safe.
I know that one of the things with this was
that anybody between the ages of 14 and 16
should be on a bike no bigger than 100 cc’s.
That’s not feasible. It’s not safe.

Mr. Dunn: The manufacturer has a decal on
the machines saying the appropriate age -

Michelle Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. Dunn: - rather than size.

Michelle Arsenault: On the four-wheelers
they do. I’m not exactly sure. Trent is more
familiar with bike sizes and things like that
than I am. I mean, it’s kind of a starting
point. Whereas I remember when my oldest
daughter is going to be 15 soon, and when
she was - Emily, can you just wait with that
for a minute? When she was little, when she
was born, they said: You put them in this car
seat until they’re six months old and then
when they’re six months old, you switch
then to this car seat. Philip, you’re nodding.

Then when they’re two, then you put them in
a booster seat. That was the way that it was
done, but now - and even whenever my
youngest son was born, it was pounds. It
would always - now, 45 pounds is supposed
to be in a car seat. Well, she was out of that
car seat by the time she was probably 25
pounds, but that was age, and not all
children are the same size. So I think that is
something that is coming along, and I think,
Trent has some more information about
appropriately-sized vehicles for you.

Mr. Dunn: Thanks, Michelle.

Chair: Mr. Brown, Philip.

Mr. P. Brown: You, along with many
others, Michelle, have made a very good
point as to the differences between ATVs
and dirt bikes. Certainly, when we went into
this, I don’t think it was well understood by
the Committee that we were catching it. In
some ways the Committee is acting in
response to a public concern that does exist
out there, that activities are taking place that
are not controlled.

You also made a very good point about the -
what will I call it? - the lack of effectiveness
of bans. This is simply not going to work.

Michelle Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: Because you can’t put the
genie back in the bottle. I mean, the
machines are there. The Dirt Bike
Association is there and so how do you - the
problem we always run into, and you make a
good point, too, with the baby seats is that
we always try to quantify things in ages and
this and that so we can write it down, we can
make a law and it’s legal and courts can
interpret it, and everybody’s happy. Except
everybody that’s affected by it. Because
when you write it down it means this and it
doesn’t mean that.

That’s what we’re grappling with now. Like
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if we say, 100 cc’s, that doesn’t mean 110,
and it doesn’t mean 99. It means 100 in the
eyes of the law. It becomes rather difficult.
Many people have said: Why don’t you just
use common sense? If everyone did, well,
we wouldn’t probably be here.

Michelle Arsenault: If common sense were
so common, everyone would have it.

Mr. P. Brown: But you certainly -

Mr. Dunn: (Indistinct).

Mr. P. Brown: You certainly, like, made us
all realize that there has to be a difference,
and I think the Committee will reflect that. 

Michelle Arsenault: There has to be.

Mr. P. Brown: How fast does your bike go,
Emily?

Michelle Arsenault: Ask dad, I think.

Mr. Dunn: Fast enough to win.

Trent Arsenault: Fast enough to get a
championship. 

Michelle Arsenault: As fast as she can
make it go, hey?

Mr. P. Brown: But you can govern them.
You can throttle them back. You can do lots
of different things.

Trent Arsenault: Sorry, what was that?

Mr. P. Brown: You can govern them and
you can throttle them back.

Trent Arsenault: Some models do have a
governing system on them. They have tether
switches, the same as you would, almost like
a leash, if you will, that if the job is getting
away from you, you snap it. It disables the
bike. It shuts it off.

Mr. P. Brown: Okay, we’re grappling with
the ATVs, and as a motor sport enthusiast -

Michelle Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: - give us a little bit of
wisdom, as a person not associated with
ATVs.

Michelle Arsenault: Okay. I agree as far as
a full-size ATV, but like I said, there are
different sized people. There are different
sized youth. I think training courses are an
excellent thing. There have to be training
courses. I think, and this is just my own
personal experience, I have seen more - if
we could call it - irresponsible behaviour
from adults on ATVs than I have from
young people.

I think with young people when they’re
trained to a certain thing - when I was a kid,
we didn’t wear seat belts in the car and I
remember when that seat belt law came in,
thinking: This is terrible. Why do we have to
wear seat belts? We still kind of, you know -
I’m used to it though, now, because it came
in when we were kids and I would never
even think about getting anywhere and going
without a seat belt.

Where my kids always had a seat belt on,
and I remember my daughter getting on the
school bus for the first time and coming
home and saying: Mom, there were no seat
belts on the school bus. When kids are
trained - like I said with Emily - to wear
helmets, to ride responsibly, to know that
you don’t put more than two people on any
kind of a machine that’s not designed for it,
all of these things that they’ve grown up
knowing, then to them it’s common sense.

Where we talked about common sense
before. Whereas a lot of people who haven’t
had that training growing up aren’t used to
it. Like I said, I’ve seen more adults driving
down the road with no helmet on a
four-wheeler. To me, those sort of things, I



Fisheries, Intergovernmental Affairs and Transportation                            15 February 2006

52

don’t see that with children like Emily
because the kids that I see are kids that are
involved in the sport.

Like I said, I asked her to hop on her bike
and go back and she wouldn’t even consider
it unless she had her full gear on because it
was drilled in there. Honestly, I’ve had to
tell people, teenagers, you don’t ride two on
a bike. You’re not going to do that here.
Don’t be riding that in the ditch. You’re
making a bad name for everybody else when
you do that. I don’t know if that answers
your question. 

Mr. P. Brown: Thank you.

Michelle Arsenault: Okay.

Chair: Mr. McCardle.

Mr. McCardle: Emily, you had five safety
courses, you say? Where did you take those,
dear?

Emily Arsenault: My house.

Michelle Arsenault: We have the
motocross track so they’ve been put on by
pro riders. 

Mr. McCardle: They come to get it or you
got a video or what?

Michelle Arsenault: No. Professional riders
come and it’s a full day, starting at 9:00 in
the morning, and we’ve put on many over
the years.

Mr. McCardle: How much does that cost?

Michelle Arsenault: Anywhere from 50 to
$75, and some of them I’ve seen in the other
parts of the Maritimes put on for 100 to
$150.

Mr. McCardle: So you people own a track?

Michelle Arsenault: We do, yes. My

husband’s going to speak next.

Mr. McCardle: Do you require a safety
course to ride it?

Michelle Arsenault: We don’t require a
safety course to ride it, but generally people
who are getting into racing like to take the
safety courses, because they train them how
to ride, ride in a way that’s competitive and
without getting hurt. People take them from
her age, even younger than her and, I mean,
I’ve had people take them that were in their
40s.

Chair: Mr. Ghiz.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you. Just
to follow up on that a little bit. Do you think
they should have to take a training course? I
know your daughter, you’ve given her one,
and it probably goes to her common sense
theory.

Michelle Arsenault: Yes.

Leader of the Opposition: Other people, do
you think it would be worthwhile legislating
it in that there should be training courses
required?

Michelle Arsenault: I think that it’s a tricky
question to get into because, like I said, I
mean, we had training courses going on that
only cost $50 but we don’t require a training
course to come and ride on the track. It’s
supervised at all times and we have proper
insurance, regulation and everything else but
I think it would discourage people from that
first time trying.

Like I said, I’m not really sure if it should be
a mandatory thing. Also, it kind of goes a
little bit to the apples and oranges here with
dirt biking and with four-wheelers. There’s a
whole bunch of variables there. I think they
are definitely a good thing. They can be a
good thing if they’re taught properly, if
they’re put on by the right person. I know
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some are not really worth anything and some
- there are very little regulations so you
don’t know who’s teaching what.

So there’s a whole lot of variables there. As
far as saying that it should be mandatory for
somebody to have to take a training course
before they ride, I don’t think it’s really
feasible to say: Before you ride, you have to
take a training course. Because I think that
there’s - like I said, she started when she was
seven or eight, and there wasn’t - to say:
You have to have a training course before
you get on this bike. Well, it was pretty
simple. It wasn’t anything that my husband
couldn’t teach her. You know, there’s a
throttle, there’s turning and cornering. But
when you get further up into the sport, then
there are more things that he couldn’t teach
her that were better for her to learn.

Like I said, this is a sport where I don’t
know very much about ATV riding. I’ve
ridden one a few times in my life and I
haven’t taken a safety course. I’m still here
but -

Leader of the Opposition: Just one other
point almost on Philip’s point. I want to
thank you for your presentation. It was great.
The Motocross Association is very well
organized, I must admit that. When we first
came up with this it was just a resolution to
the House. We wanted to look into this, and
we were probably just as surprised as
everyone else when we had our first
presentation and we asked: What does this
legislation include?

Some of the things on there were we found
out - actually, I don’t even think they said
motocross at the beginning. I think they said
motorized vehicles and then they said golf
carts, they ended up being included on there,
and Gators, and all these things. Then we
asked about motocrossing and they said:
Yeah. So this is a good opportunity for us to
hear from yourself so that we can make sure
that the legislation should be what it should

be.

So I want to thank you, and congratulate
you.

Chair: No other questions?

Thank you, Emily and thank you, Michelle.

Michelle Arsenault: Thank you.

Chair: We’d like to now call on Trent
Arsenault.

Trent Arsenault: Good evening. My name
is Trent Arsenault. I am the co-owner of the
West Prince Motocross Park. I am a member
of the Prince Edward Island Motocross
Association. I am the official referee of the
CMRC for the Island Motocross series. I’m

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

Chair: No problem, that’s good.

Trent Arsenault: Thanks, I appreciate that.

We’ve been in existence now for about five
years as a business. This is West Prince
Motocross Park. We’ve had hundreds of
people through our gates in the last five
years. We’re going into our fifth season this
year, actually. We started off, our first event,
a handful of riders. There was next to
nobody. This was always a dream of mine to
open this track and I was given the
opportunity to do it, so I took it. We took a
chance. We started it up not really knowing
how well it was going to go over. Like I say,
a handful of riders and we grew it from
there.

We’ve had, like I say, anywhere from 15 to
20 riders to as high as 140 riders come to
some of our events. The average now with
the series that we’ve been running is around
70 riders per event. We hold six events a
season between our track and another track
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in the central part of the Island. We’ve seen
a lot of riders come through our gates. 
One of the local riders actually took a real
strong hold in this and he actually managed
to get as far as going to Ontario with it and
placing strongly in a national amateur
motocross race. This was a week-long event,
thousands of riders all competing, and he
placed really strongly. This is a local kid that
never would have been given that
opportunity if we hadn’t have been there and
if he hadn’t have been able to ride
motocross. He started this sport. He was at
our first race. He was 11 years old. By the
time he was 14 he had managed to
accomplish all this. He ran third in the
Atlantic series in the past year in the junior
class. So like I say, if this ban were to be put
in place this child never would have had this
opportunity to experience that.

Our park is about safety. We stress safety.
As my wife mentioned, nobody rides
without a bare minimum of gear and we are
very cautious as to watching people when
they’re riding. Nobody rides unsupervised,
even adults. We don’t allow anybody back
there by themselves because, like I say,
things can happen and if there’s nobody
there with you, nobody knows you’re there.

We’ve had different events, like my wife
had said, about schools. Turnouts were
usually pretty good for them. The schools
that we put on are geared more towards the
actual motocross side of it. Like these are
geared towards people that already have
some skills as far as riding goes and they
want to hone those skills to make them
better in the sport. But I do believe that the
courses, that any training course that can be
offered, if it’s of good quality, is of good
value to teach people how to operate these
machines properly.

We’ve been working hard to grow this sport
on the Island. When I heard about this
legislation coming in, or this proposal, I
thought to myself: What are we going to do?

This is basically going to shut us down,
really. If you went with it as it is written and
anybody under 14 years of age were banned
from riding a bike,  regardless of its size -
because as it’s written, it doesn’t
differentiate the size of bikes - we would
lose - on an average race day, we would run
anywhere between 10 to 12 different classes
- we would lose roughly half of those
classes, 50 cc, peewee, four to six year olds.
That would be gone totally. Fifty cc, peewee,
seven to eight year olds, gone. Sixty cc
peewees, gone. Eighty cc’s, seven to 12-year
olds, gone. Eighty cc, 13 to 16 year olds,
severely reduced. Super minis, severely
reduced. Ladies - my daughter also ran in the
ladies class this year which she placed third
in - that would be reduced. 125 beginners,
reduced.

So you can see where that would have a
pretty serious effect on our business, if
nothing else. It would be taking in a lot more
people than I think you realize. Some of the
things that I had going through my mind
when I heard about this were - I had a lot of
questions - like when they were putting this
together, did you consider the economic
effect of a ban like this?

All of a sudden, dealers - will they not be
allowed to sell machines under a certain
size? Because, I mean, they’re geared toward
children. Why would you have them if the
children aren’t allowed to ride them? They’ll
lose money from service. You’re not going
to fix a bike you don’t have because your
kids can’t ride it. They’re going to lose
money from sales of apparel, like the
motocross apparel, the clothing, the boots,
the helmets, the goggles, stuff like that.
People aren’t going to buy stuff for the kids
because they can’t ride the bikes.

What’s going to happen to people that
actually have bikes already? You know, are
they going to be compensated for these
machines? Are they going to be bought back
by the government at a fair market value? Is
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it something that you have considered? Like,
I know one of the questioners had asked
about manufacturer’s recommended age
limits on off-highway vehicles. I would like
to see those maybe adhered to a little better,
but I know whenever those were put into
effect back in the late 1980s, down in the
US, there was quite a controversy over all of
this.

The television show 20/20 did a
documentary on three-wheelers at that time,
and they were having a lot of trouble with it,
a lot of people getting injured and stuff.
They were basically saying that the
machines were unstable and unsafe and that
they shouldn’t even be produced, never
mind ridden. The manufacturers, to try to
appease the government, imposed size
limits, age limits on their equipment.
Anything under 90 cc’s, over 90 cc’s, I
believe wasn’t able to be ridden by anyone
under the age of 16. It didn’t go over very
well. It wasn’t really successful simply
because it was, again, another across the
board type of thing where it didn’t take into
account all the variables and that, like my
wife had said.

You know, you’re dealing with different
groups of children that grow at different
rates. A 90 cc machine is geared basically
towards an eight to 10-year old child, but to
put a 16-year old child on - I shouldn’t say
child anymore, he’s not a child, he’s
becoming a young man or a young woman -
to put them on that bike, not only is it unsafe
for one thing because they simply haven’t
got the mobility on the machine to be able to
handle the machine, it’s just not feasible.
The machines weren’t designed to carry that
type of load.

Another thing that I had wondered about
was how was this ban going to be enforced.
What would you put in place as far as -
would there be extra officers hired? Would
there be a special force put together for this?
You’d have to spend a lot of time in the

back woods and gravel pits of the Island if
your goal is to stop people from riding these
machines, because they’re everywhere.
They’re hard to catch, I can tell you that.
They can disappear pretty quick. I mean, if
this came into effect, would I be expecting
to see officers at our business on a regular
basis checking to see if we didn’t have any
underage riders participating in our races or
in our practice days?

Something else that was in my mind, like I
say, was the effect that it would have on the
economy. Like, with our business, while it’s
growing on the Island, it’s still relatively
small. On a broader scale in the Maritimes,
it’s actually fairly large. Race events
off-Island can usually draw anywhere from
250 to 350 riders. One of our bigger events
that we have held, we had 140 registered
riders. That’s 140 riders, their friends and
their family. They came over here. A lot of
them made weekends of it. A lot of them
stayed in hotels or stayed in campgrounds.
They ate in our restaurants. A lot of them
went out and played a round of golf the day
before the race, you know. They go out and
they see our sights, if it’s happening that
there is a festival or something going on.
Sometimes they will take those things in.

Like I say, that’s another aspect of it that I’m
wondering if you’re considering. Tourism
can use every dollar it can muster, and
legislation like this is only going to keep
people away from the Island. If nothing else,
it’s going to send Islanders off the Island to
spend their money in this sport because they
won’t be able to participate in it on the
Island.

There are tracks within five minutes of the
bridge. So people who could afford it won’t
have a problem making a trip across the
bridge, spending their money over there, and
coming home. The people that can’t afford it
to do that, well, they’re going to be the ones
that you’re going to be chasing around the
woods because they love the sport. They
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don’t want to give it up. So I mean, they
don’t want to have to be criminals but they
don’t want to have to give up their sport
either.

Some of the things that we’ve worked
towards is to present the sport of motocross
on the Island in a positive way. We are very
particular about how our riders on the Island
present themselves as far as when they’re in
the public doing anything motocross-related.
Our sanctioning body, the CMRC, actually
has rules to the effect that if any riders are
caught making the sport look bad, basically,
in any way, that there can be repercussions.
They can have their racing license revoked
because of it, stuff like that.

Most of all of this basically pertains to
motocross. We’re not involved a whole lot
with ATVs, but I mean, I don’t want to see
them singled out either. I know there has
been trouble in the past with damage done to
properties by ATVs, dirt bikes, all of the
stuff. We wanted to be able to put something
together to have a place for these guys to
come rather than riding at their discretion,
wherever they felt like it, basically.

We wanted to put something in place that
they could come and ride and not have to
worry about being chased by the police or
being reported to the police, you know, and
to try and get them off the roads and out of
the ditches and out of the fields where -
they’re only trying to enjoy their sport, but
they may not have been realizing the effect
they’re having on other people because of it.

One of the things you had mentioned was
about size limits to age. Like, as a sport, the
Motocross Association, we do have
maximum and minimum age limits on our
classes. Like a 50 cc peewee mini bike,
they’re broken down in two different age
categories, the minimum being four years
old, the maximum being eight.

The 65 cc class which Emily rides - actually,

what I’ll do is I made some copies of these
and it might be kind of useful for you. If you
wanted to pass them around, you can check
those out. With motocross anyway, this
works out very well, because as the children
grow they age out of a category and there’s
another bike ready for them that they’re
eligible to ride right after that.

ATVs are a little more difficult to do
because the youth ATV market - like, when
you say mini ATV and full-size ATV,
there’s not really much transition from a
mini ATV, which is geared toward smaller
children, has a smaller-sized motor, usually
90 to 110 cc, whereas a full-size ATV, even
though it only has - it may still only have a
smaller motor, like 125 up to 700 cc’s - they
get bigger faster, basically. As they get
bigger, they get heavier and they get more
powerful. So ATVs in themselves have a
problem in that there aren’t enough
transition bikes, I guess I could say, to keep
kids on them and still be able to handle
them. Even though the child’s outgrown a
90 cc bike, he’s not big enough for a 600 cc
bike yet. 

What we see a lot of is parents will buy
machines. They’ll buy a machine that they
intend to use, but they also want their son or
their daughter to be able to use it. So they’ll
buy a machine that they can fit and they’ll
put their son or daughter on it as well. That’s
not a good situation because, like I say, the
machine that’s designed to fit a 250 pound
man is not going to fit a 14-year old child at
130 pounds. It’s not good. Unfortunately,
that sometimes is the way things work out.

If everything were ideal, people would buy a
machine for their child and if they decided
they wanted a machine, they would buy a
machine for themselves. We see that a lot in
motocross. Mostly, if the child rides, the
parent will ride sometimes too. They’ll have
their own bike obviously a larger machine.
A lot of our riders are child and parent
combinations. They run in different classes.
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They come over. They have a great time
with it. It’s a good family experience for
them. If this goes into effect, that’ll be
stopped and they won’t be able to have that
quality time together with each other as a
family.

Some of the other issues that I had wondered
about - like, as far as the training courses,
like, the bill or the amendment had
mentioned that nobody under the age of 16
would be allowed to ride without a
register-approved training course. How are
we going to set that up? Who is going to be
approved to be the trainer? What
circumstances are they going to train riders
in? Are we talking just basic riding skills?
Are we talking about more advanced riding
skills? Because even a green, brand-new
rider, can operate them. The machines are
made very easy to operate now. They’re very
user-friendly. A brand new operator can
operate one of these machines in an open
field with very little difficulty. But the
problem is that that person hasn’t got the
training or the experience to be able to deal
with these machines when the going gets a
little rougher and the speeds gets a little
more increased.

That’s what we’re running into:
inexperienced children on big machines that
are capable of going relatively fast over
rough terrain and just not having the
experience or the strength for that matter, to
be able to control them. 

These training courses, because of the
relatively broad scope of machinery that this
amendment would be taking in, everything
from ATVs to dirt bikes to amphibious
vehicles or ARGOS, like I say, Gators, that
type of thing. Although every vehicle has its
different characteristics as far as its
operation goes. Whoever is providing these
training courses, I would think, would have
to be an expert on all of these vehicles. I
mean, it’s going to be hard to find a person
to fit that bill.

Like I say, the way I read this law or this
amendment rather, as it is written right now,
I find it almost impossible to implement
simply because of all the variables in it.
There’s so many other things that aren’t
considered in it. Like, it just doesn’t strike
me as being a viable solution to the problem.
I’d like to see more education about it. I
know once in awhile if you go to the
department of highways to register your car
or something you’ll see a pamphlet in a
bookshelf on ATV safety. They mostly got a
lot of dust on them. People aren’t picking
them up. People aren’t interested. I
shouldn’t say that they’re not interested in it.
It just hasn’t been promoted enough. The
sport of motocross, and ATVs in general, is
growing at a really rapid pace.

In a sense, it is a good thing. You know, it’s
people out spending money, supporting the
economy. Local businesses benefit from it,
but of course, whenever anything explodes
in popularity there’s always going to be
problems, growing pains, if you will. Of
course, that being people getting hurt on
these machines because they think it’s a fun
thing to do but they haven’t got the proper
training or the experience to operate them.
But the first thing you know, they’re on a
machine rolling down the highway.

I think the government, if anything, rather
than trying to basically eliminate the
problem, should address the problem a little
more thoroughly and not just shove it under
the carpet by legislating it out of existence,
but rather work with it to allow people that
do ride and enjoy riding to be able to
continue enjoying that. Because as it is right
now, you’re going to make a lot of children
unhappy.

I mean, if I had to go and tell my daughter
tomorrow that she was not allowed to ride
her dirt bike anymore until she turns 15 or
14, I can imagine - it means a lot to her. That
would be taking quite a bit from her. You
might as well cancel Christmas as do that,



Fisheries, Intergovernmental Affairs and Transportation                            15 February 2006

58

really. Like I say, I just really hope, as a
committee, that you take all the information
that you’ve gathered over the last couple of
weeks - and I know it’s been a lot. You’ve
probably had your ears talked right off here.

Here, I can put a couple more in there for
you, Cletus. But I hope that you can sort this
stuff out and go through it. I don’t know if
you’ve ever heard the expression, eat the
meat, throw away the bones. There’s a lot of
valid points made on both sides. As it is
right now, the legislation is leaning too far in
one direction. It’s a little too broadly based.
It takes in too much stuff.

I really hope that you take that into
consideration whenever you are doing up
your final amendment to this and that you
will allow us to be able to continue what we
love to do and allow the sport to continue
growing on the Island as it has been.

Chair: Okay, thank you, Trent. I think we
would like to ask some questions.

Trent Arsenault: Sure.

Chair: Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Dunn: (Indistinct).

Trent Arsenault: Did I?

Chair: I’m sorry. Cletus, you’re number
two, you’re second. Oh yes, yes. Go ahead,
Jim.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay, thank you very much.

Mr. Dunn: I could stand.

Chair: No, no, it’s okay. He was first to
catch my eye. 

Mr. Bagnall: First of all, you’ve seen the
regulations. They’re thinking of changing
them -

Trent Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: - and bringing them in.

Trent Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: It said 14, I think, not
permitted to drive under 14.

Trent Arsenault: Under 14.

Mr. Bagnall: I kind of disagree with that
but I’ve been asking the question: Do you
feel that 14 is a good age if they’re - that
they can drive under 14, if supervised.
Would that answer your concerns based on
age group?

Trent Arsenault: That is to say that if a
child was 13 years old -

Mr. Bagnall: Or 12, or 10 or eight, if they
were supervised.

Trent Arsenault: - or 12 or whatever, they
would be allowed to ride if they were
supervised?

Mr. Bagnall: Yes.

Trent Arsenault: Oh yes, definitely.

Mr. Bagnall: You would agree with that?

Trent Arsenault: I definitely agree on the
supervision, yes.

Mr. Bagnall: Do you think that also that
they would have to have training?

Trent Arsenault: The mandatory training,
I’m a little sticky on that, especially if it is -
and don’t take this the wrong way - if it’s a
government-implemented policy as far as,
the same as, like, you know, if you want to
ride an ATV or a dirt bike, you have to have
this training course before you can ride this
ATV or dirt bike. I think the gun laws have -
they have to have a mandatory training
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course on guns before they’re allowed to
purchase a gun. Is that right?

I can see it with guns but I don’t think that
would be the way to go with ATVs or dirt
bikes. Something that, in my mind, would be
a good idea rather - like I say, I’m for
training courses, but I’m not for mandatory
training courses. Maybe as an option
somebody could offer some sort of a rebate
policy on training courses that’s an
encouragement for people to enroll in these
courses and to get the training.

Mr. Bagnall: I guess what I’m looking for
is an option to address your concerns but
also address the safety concerns. If you have
a mandatory training and safety course for
anybody that operates the vehicles, then you
might be able to go 14 with supervision.

Trent Arsenault: Yeah.

Mr. Bagnall: I’m looking for a way that we
can address your concerns -

Trent Arsenault: Like I say, I’m not -

Mr. Bagnall: - allow younger people to
drive but also allow it continue, and I guess
that’s the way I’m addressing this question.

Trent Arsenault: Like I say, if need be, I
would support a mandatory training course if
I thought that it was being implemented
correctly and that it was of some value.

Mr. Bagnall: I think any safety course or
training is going to be of value, or I hope so
anyway.

Trent Arsenault: I’ve been on a few and
I’ve seen some that were less than -

Mr. Bagnall: I can agree with that too. Do
you think that the ATVs and the motocross
should be separated into two different
classes? I know they’re linked under one at
the present time in the act and in the

(Indistinct). I know you’re motocross.

Trent Arsenault: Yeah.

Mr. Bagnall: That’s probably your big
thing, but do you feel that they should be
classed under the same thing? An ATV and
a motocross bike should have the same
swipe of all regulations?

Trent Arsenault: No, I don’t think that they
should be classed together actually, simply
because they’re two different skill sets.
Okay? As far as competitive motocross
riding goes, and ATV riding goes - keeping
in mind that there are also competitive
ATVs out there that are built for racing;
they’re not an utility machine like what is
the most prevalent machine around here -
like I say, motocross is a different bird
altogether from an ATV.

ATVing as it is perceived now is more of a
recreation, you know, utility type of thing,
you know. Farmers use ATVs, fishermen
use ATVs, to do work. They like to ride, go
out on hunting expeditions and stuff. The
ATV now, to me anyway, is more of a
means to an end, where with motocross it’s a
separate entity all on its own.

Mr. Bagnall: But you got to remember too,
there’s a lot of people that have dirt bikes
and travel all over the area in dirt bikes that
aren’t involved in motocross racing.

Trent Arsenault: Oh yes, and I will
acknowledge that. Yes, there are some, and a
good number of people that use their dirt
bikes as basic transportation, I guess I can
say. But like I say, that’s not what we’re
about. We’re about promoting the sport of
motocross. If you see a dirt bike wheeling up
the highway and it’s got a number on its
side, if you call me, I’ll tell you who it was
because I know what his number is.

Mr. Bagnall: One more question before -
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Trent Arsenault: I’ll tell you who’s bike it
was, I can’t necessarily say who was driving
it.

Mr. Bagnall: Who’s driving it.

Mr. P. Brown: Take your time, Jim.

Mr. Bagnall: Yeah, I just - I broke my train
of thought there on that last issue.

Trent Arsenault: Sorry.

Mr. Bagnall: No, that’s all right, I’ll pass
on. (Indistinct).

Chair: Now it’s Mr Dunn’s turn, followed
by Mr. McCardle.

Mr. Dunn: Mine is going to be very quick.

Trent Arsenault: Sure.

Mr. Dunn: Do you have any ATVs
competing on your course?

Trent Arsenault: We have in the past. Not
anybody locally. We’ve had a few off-Island
riders come to our races. That particular
branch of the sport of ATVing hasn’t really
grown a lot on the Island. Like I say, most
people will buy a machine for a number of
different reasons. They want it to be a
workhorse, but they also want to be able to
use it recreationally. Machines that are
designed for competition are not
workhorses. You can’t carry anything on
them.

Mr. Dunn: They’re designed to race.

Trent Arsenault: They’re designed to race.

Mr. Dunn: Do you see that -

Trent Arsenault: They’re built for speed.

Mr. Dunn: Do you see your park opening
up to accommodate that if the market is

there?

Trent Arsenault: We have had events
before that catered to that type, like utility
ATV. We had weight pulls and mud bogs
similar to the Red Neck Roundup they had
in O’Leary here this year. It went over
relatively well as far as the turnout of riders
went. I heard they had a really - I didn’t
make it into it - but they had a really
successful one this year with the Red Neck
Roundup. I’d like to see more of that,
actually, to give people more incentive to
look after the sport.

Mr. Dunn: One quick comment is that no
matter what we do, we can’t legislate
anything that happens on private land.

Trent Arsenault: Right.

Mr. Dunn: If you have your own kids
driving a dirt bike on private land, that’s a
parental responsibility.

Trent Arsenault: Right. 

Mr. Dunn: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Chair: Mr. McCardle.

Mr. McCardle: So you own a track, do
you?

Trent Arsenault: Yes.

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

Mr. McCardle: How many acres would that
cover?

Trent Arsenault: The track itself sits on
about 10 acres.

Mr. McCardle: So you charge - when you
have a rally, people pay you to use your
property?
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Trent Arsenault: Yes. We have practice
days through the week. You can either
purchase a membership to the track at a set
rate or you can just pay on it on a day rate
and then that’s just for practising. Then on
race days, there are registration fees and
whatnot.

Mr. McCardle: This is valuable land up
here, 10 acres is a lot of land.

Mr. Dunn: Not where he’s at.

Trent Arsenault: Trust me, if you knew
what I paid for it -

Mr. McCardle: Does this provide you with
a living?

Trent Arsenault: No. 

Mr. McCardle: Okay.

Trent Arsenault: No, absolutely not. 

Mr. Dunn: It would be nice if it would.

Trent Arsenault: It would be great. I would
love to be able to see it

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

to support us. No, this isn’t my main source
of income, but it does certainly represent a
substantial investment to us.

Mr. Dunn: Right.

Trent Arsenault: We’ve poured tens of
thousands of dollars into this.

Mr. McCardle: You’ve made mobile hills
and all that sort of thing. 

Trent Arsenault: Oh, yes. No, it’s, like I
say, the park altogether, including the
parking and pit area, would take in probably
about 15 acres.

Mr. McCardle: Wow.

Trent Arsenault: Yeah. So like I say, it is a
substantial investment to us. So that’s why
whenever we heard about this legislation
coming into effect, I got nervous because  I
was looking at it in the sense - like I said
earlier - that it would seriously cut in to our
bottom line as far as a business goes if, all of
a sudden, anybody under the age of 14 were
not allowed to ride a motorcycle at all.

Mr. McCardle: I’m just speaking for
myself. I had no idea this sport existed. I’m a
farmer from Middletown.

Trent Arsenault: We’re working on that.
We’re trying to get our name out there.

Mr. McCardle: I’ve learned a lot lately.

Trent Arsenault: I hope so.

Mr. Dunn: It’s a good education tonight on
the course, course sizing.

Trent Arsenault: Yeah.

Chair: Sorry, Mr. Brown is next, followed
by Mr. Ghiz.

Mr. P. Brown: Thanks, Trent. I guess what
I’d have to say is I think that your
association and the Canadian Motocross is
much better at putting in regulations than we
would be as government.

I mean, Michelle talked earlier about
hockey. We have age groups of hockey. We
allow hitting at different - it’s not at the
atom and novice level. Minor hockey
regulates itself along that level.

Trent Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: So it’s not unlikely that - I
mean, it’s certainly been demonstrated to us
that the PEI Motocross Association is very
responsible -
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Trent Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: - in its own regulations -

Trent Arsenault: Yes, and that’s one of the
things - sorry.

Mr. P. Brown: - and I think, so hopefully,
we don’t get involved in legislating your
activity. Because that would be -

Trent Arsenault: Right. Well, like I can
appreciate what the sentiment of this
legislation is. It’s there for the protection of
our children. But like, as you stated, you
don’t like to legislate people too much. You
have to let things - some things are better
left to the individuals.

Mr. P. Brown: The problem we’re having,
and what brings this to us, though, is where
off-road vehicles - and we’re talking
off-road vehicles - are being used on the
public asset.

Trent Arsenault: Yes.

Mr. P. Brown: Namely, the Confederation
Trail, the highway transportation system.

Trent Arsenault: Yeah.

Mr. P. Brown: That’s where the public gets
involved -

Trent Arsenault: Oh yes, and I’ll agree
with you -

Mr. P. Brown: - and we as guardians of the
public trust -

Trent Arsenault: - 100% on that, that that
is totally wrong. I don’t agree it’s right that -
I shouldn’t say I don’t agree that it’s right,
but I would like to see something put in
place. I know I had heard some rumblings at
one point about a trail system being
developed for ATVs on the Island. I think
it’s a grand idea, really and truly, because it

will take them off of - well, I should say,
you’re not going to get everybody off. Some
people are just - they’ll do it just to spite
you. But if there were more facilities for
them, it would certainly, hopefully, cut
down on the amount of abuse of public lands
and such that’s going on now. I would hope,
anyway.

Mr. P. Brown: The challenge we have
there, of course, is that 93% of Prince
Edward Island is privately owned.

Trent Arsenault: Yes. 

Mr. P. Brown: It is very hard to make a
connection between the public asset that’s
not already the transportation system.

Trent Arsenault: That’s the problem with
it.

Mr. P. Brown: Even if you want to widen a
road in PEI you end up encroaching a
private landowner. It’s more difficult than
places like Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Ontario, Quebec, where they have -

Trent Arsenault: A lot more Crown land -

Mr. P. Brown: Yeah.

Trent Arsenault: - linked together that they
can establish a system like that. Yeah. 

Mr. P. Brown: Thank you.

Chair: Mr. Ghiz.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you. Just
a couple of questions. Where’s your track
at?

Trent Arsenault: We’re located on the
Duvar Road, Route 146 in Duvar, Prince
Edward Island, about ten minutes from here.

Leader of the Opposition: Yeah. Can you
rent dirt bikes there?
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Trent Arsenault: No. We don’t rent any
equipment.

Leader of the Opposition: So you have to
have to show up with your own dirt bike?

Trent Arsenault: You show up with your
own ride, yeah.

Leader of the Opposition: Okay, I was just
wondering.

Trent Arsenault: I might also add, too, that
like - even though we’re in the back woods,
I hope that we have proved that we are not
back woods. We run a professional series.
We run fully sanctioned, fully insured
events. Like I say, this means a lot to us, and
to see something like this come into effect
wouldn’t - well, it wouldn’t be good, I
guess, to put it mildly. That would be the
best way that I can describe it. It really
would not do us any justice, for sure.

Leader of the Opposition: You’re better
known that you think because I heard about
you before these committees started.

Trent Arsenault: Oh, really? That’s good to
know that my reputation proceeds me, I
guess.

Chair: Okay, Trent, thank you very much
for your input.

Trent Arsenault: Thank you.

Chair: We’ll now call on Juanita Gaudet.

An Hon. Member: (Indistinct).

Chair: Two minutes?

[There was a brief recess]

Chair: Ready to go?

Okay, Juanita, please, yeah. State your name
and who you represent, so we can identify

you in the recording.

Juanita Gaudet: My name is Juanita
Gaudet. I’m kind of doing this for Island
trails. It has to do with all-terrain vehicles as
well. Okay?

I was talking to Grace Blackette and she was
supposed to make a presentation last night. I
don’t know if she did or not, but anyway - or
today. All-terrain vehicles have been very
popular for recreation activities and have
become the centre of many social events. An
ATV is a vehicle that can be used all year
round. The problem is where would be a
safe place to drive such a vehicle and
without destroying people’s property?

I am a frequent user of the Island trails for
cycling and walking ever since it was
incorporated in 1990. Then it was called
Rails to Trails. The strategy for developing
the trails was for recreation, a promotion for
wellness and a healthier living. 

At the present, Island trails are used by
Ski-Doos

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

my concern is with ATVs using the Island
trails. The wheels of these vehicles damage
the pathway on the trail, making the route
very rough for cycling and for running.

One time when I was cycling an ATV
passed me by and came very close to my
bicycle. The fear of that day made me get off
my bike every time I meet an ATV on these
vehicles, and these vehicles are not
permitted on the trails. I have no way of
knowing who was driving because there was
no plate and they were fully dressed with a
helmet and whatever.

I feel legislation should propose safety
regulations for the use of ATVs for the
people and for the environment. The
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amendments put forth by the Standing
Committee on Fisheries, Intergovernmental
Affairs and Transportation are reasonable.
They should also include that the vehicles be
registered and have a visible plate so one can
identify who is driving.

In closing, I cannot stress the importance of
keeping all-terrain vehicles off the Island
trails and designate an alternate route for
them to be driven on. The trails are used by
people of all ages. This year, a 77-year old
man completed his fifth time doing the
tip-to-tip cycling program. Myself, I have
completed it once. I would hate to see the
natural environment along the trails
damaged by ATVs. Also, it would be a
shame to miss the peacefulness when you’re
driving or walking down the trails.

With that, I’d like to thank you for listening
to me.

Chair: Juanita. Any questions? Mr. Ghiz.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very
much. You have no trouble because we are
looking at it now, or government’s looking
at it now - the Opposition is being
(Indistinct) too - that if we could find an
alternate trail system for ATVs in Prince
Edward Island to travel from tip to tip.

Juanita Gaudet: Oh yes, definitely. I have
no problem with that. It’s just that the Island
trail was developed to promote exercise, and
it’s a place that’s safe for people to walk and
bike and run. There’s been a lot of time and
a lot of money put into this, and I’d hate for
it to be destroyed by the wheels that would
turn up the ground.

Leader of the Opposition: Let me ask you
another question. If we did find an alternate
route for ATVs to travel from tip to tip, but
there had to be maybe a couple of minor
stretches where they had to crisscross into
the Confederation Trail, and we put up -
because we were talking about it earlier

today - where there were signs put up. Speed
limits, ATVs have to pull over to the side if
there’s a pedestrian coming or a bicycle
coming. But it was only for short periods of
time, mainly in areas where there was not
much trail use happening by walkers or
bikers. Would that be a problem? Like, do
you think we could find a way to work that
in there to try and accommodate the ATVs?

Juanita Gaudet: No, I don’t see that being
a problem. The thing is right now, the trails
are very narrow. It was for a train. The
tracks were there. They are still the same
width. So when this ATV went by me, there
was very little room between that person and
the bike. So if the areas that you’d like for
them to cross or meet was widened a little
bit, or put some form of, say, it could be
(Indistinct)meeting an ATV maybe in the
next half a mile or whatever, give us some
warnings. It’s when you don’t know they’re
coming up behind you and zoom by you. It’s
a little scary, especially when you’re out -
well the trails, there’s a lot of woods along
the way and it’s isolated. So it’s -

Leader of the Opposition: Yeah, okay.

Juanita Gaudet: It’s fine if they just cross
over, or widen it.

Leader of the Opposition: Widen it a little
bit.

Juanita Gaudet: In certain areas, not all the
way through.

Leader of the Opposition: No.

Chair: Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Bagnall: I noticed you made a
comment that you were talking with Grace
Blackette and she asked you to present. Do
you work on trails?

Juanita Gaudet: No, no, volunteer.
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Mr. Bagnall: You volunteer?

Juanita Gaudet: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: So you’re not a trail officer or
anything like that?

Juanita Gaudet: No, I’m not an officer, no,
but I do a trail watch.

Mr. Bagnall: You do a trail watch?

Juanita Gaudet: Just going through to see
if there’s any damage to the road along the
way, and you report it to the workers that are
in the area.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay. So you don’t feel
there’s any way that the ATVs should be on
the Confederation Trail?

Juanita Gaudet: No, I’m sorry, I disagree
with that.

Mr. Bagnall: You disagree with it 100%.
Okay.

Juanita Gaudet: Like, if there’s a crossing
area or if there’s a widened area where they
could meet, where they could get off to go to
another direction, yes, I’d be in favour of
that, but not both using it, no. It’s not safe.

Mr. Bagnall: You know, like, and I guess
that’s the dilemma we’re into as far as that
part of the trail. ATVs are growing fast,
probably faster than any sport we have on
PEI right now, and it is kind of a sport or
recreation because probably where we’re
growing at 1,000 machines a year the last
three or four years, at least on PEI, and if it
continues within two years we’ll be over
10,000 machines on PEI with no place.
There’s going to be continued pressure and
pressure to allow them on the trail or to
create an extra, and I guess that’s where
we’re at.

Juanita Gaudet: Like, I know we own

property. We have over 100 acres of land,
and the ATVs go on our property, but they
respect it. They drive on the road - like the
road that goes through our property. They
have respect there. The only concern I have
is on the Island trails, the Confederation
Trail. That was developed for people to be
able to walk and bike and have protection,
no fear of anything. Like you can’t - you
drive a bike on the road and you’re always
looking behind you. You need to have the
mirror to see if there’s a car coming or if
there are two cars coming so that you can get
off. I know some people don’t, but you
should. But I find that the Confederation
Trail is a safe area and it should be a safe
area.

Chair: Mr. Currie.

Mr. Currie: Thank you. Pedestrians always
have the right of way. I’m just wondering if,
as what Robert and Jim have already alluded
to, is if there can be some compromise on
that. If we can find routes, seasonal roads,
wood roads that we can accommodate, run
parallel or provide other areas of recreation
for these ATVs and bikes. Is there a way that
if there’s a courtesy shown as pedestrians
have the right of way, that they pull over and
allow you to go by, if there’s nobody coming
for a period of time? Do you think there’s
any willingness on yourselves as walkers
that as a public access, that we can find a
compromise to serve all people? Because I
think most of the people in the hall here are
responsible adults and responsible drivers.

Yes, we do have some that cause problems,
but most of them are probably the one that
passed you. Because he knows it’s illicit to
be on the trails. But if he knows he has a
right and he can go on that public roadway
as you use, that he will respect it and he’ll
respect you as a pedestrian and show you the
right of way and grant it to you. If he
doesn’t, then we have to do what we have to
do with those people.
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I’m just wondering if in your group or
community there’s a willingness to consider
so that everybody can use it somehow.

Juanita Gaudet: We’re talking tip to tip,
from Tignish to Elmira. I am just a
volunteer. There are committees for every
aspect of the trail and I would not like to
voice -

Mr. Currie: No, I understand that.

Juanita Gaudet: Personal, this is kind of a
personal thing. I’m speaking from the area
that I helped to get developed back in

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

sorry

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

and it goes, the people, the tourists that
travel from tip to tip don’t want to be in fear
of an all-terrain vehicle coming up behind
them, unless they know there’s a designated
area where they’re going to cross over or
there’s a certain stretch where there’s no
choice. They have to go down that strip, just
like the wood owners, you know. Unless it’s
going side by side or a road between them or
whatever, but it is narrow.

Mr. Currie: We have to referee between
yourself and your neighbour. 

Juanita Gaudet: I know the all-terrain
vehicles are -

Mr. Currie: That’s a difficult spot to put us.

Juanita Gaudet: - recreational and families
do have a lot of fun. I’m not against them.
I’m just hoping that you can find a location
for them to drive safely and we can bike and
walk safely.

Mr. Currie: Thank you.

Chair: Mr. Brown.

Mr. P. Brown: Thanks, Juanita, and thanks
for the work that you do on behalf of Island
trails and I know that it’s a challenging area.
I do know, too, that people within the trail
watch have

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

public asset and are very concerned about it,
and concerned about its use.

As Minister Currie said, it’s quite a difficult
area. Because there is not a lot of comfort
level, I’ll say, with the pedestrian and cyclist
to allow opening up the Confederation Trail
to motorized vehicles. Because
unfortunately, most of your contact with
motorized vehicles is of the unpleasant type.
When you challenge anyone about that,
you’re usually, it’s not a pleasant

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

I’ve been minister responsible for the trail.
You think about this a lot because
obviously, we, government, has been
lobbied, and I’ve been lobbied personally, to
open it up to motorized vehicle use. People
say: You allow the Ski-Doos on it. Why
don’t you allow us on it? It goes on, but
there’s a lot of complications around that it
takes time to explain. But, like, there is
certainly the idea of using sections that one
could argue are under-utilized for ATV use.

An idea that I toyed with - and I’ll just throw
it out to give it some thought - is if it was
allowed, let’s say on Thanksgiving weekend
for example, a tip to tip similar to a poker
run or something like this. But all the Island
community would know that ATVs were
going to be on the trails. So if you were a
walker you would avoid it, and it was a very



Fisheries, Intergovernmental Affairs and Transportation                            15 February 2006

67

specific time, that it would - like you
wouldn’t have to be bothered by the ATVs.
It would be a little bit to give up a couple of
days’ use of the trail for those two days. But
would it be a way to introduce the idea?
Because as caretaker, we’re the same way.
The only thing that we see is broken down
fences and u-ies, doughnuts pulled in the
middle of the trail, and so we don’t have the
advantage of the positive effects of ATVs
and their use of the trail. I don’t think they’d
impact it very much, used properly.

Juanita Gaudet: No.

Mr. P. Brown: I think, like, we ran 100-ton
trains over that rail bed. I think it can
certainly carry an ATV without doing too
much damage, but what we do see is the
inappropriate use.

Juanita Gaudet: The bedding that’s there
now is not the same bedding that the CN
used.

Mr. P. Brown: No, it’s just about that far -

Juanita Gaudet: But they have put on a
nice thick coat of kind of -

Mr. P. Brown: Rock dust, yes.

Juanita Gaudet: Yes. It’s beautiful for
biking. I don’t know if anybody else bikes,
but you should get out and try it. It’s really
nice. As soon as a four-wheeler goes through
it and it’s muddy or whatever, there are
tracks formed, and you don’t have that - you
know, you hit ruts and if you’re driving two
together, whatever, it’s not the same. It’s
built up for walking and biking. It’s not built
for heavy machines to be on it. Now unless
they want to do that for a weekend and
promise us that the next week they’re going
to have men that will clear it up again from
Elmira to Tignish, (Indistinct).

Mr. P. Brown: Yeah, like I mean, if
Tuesday morning you dragged it all or you

re-graded it, yeah.

Juanita Gaudet: Not unless there’s a
promise behind it.

Chair: Thank you, Juanita. Appreciate your
input.

Juanita Gaudet: Okay.

Chair: That concludes the three
presentations this evening. For those of you
who have come, we appreciate your
attendance, and if you wish to approach the
members of the Committee I’m sure they’d
be glad to talk to you. But thanks very much
for coming, and certainly you’ll be hearing
from us in the future as we deal with this
issue.

Jason Greenan: Did you adjourn this right
now?

Chair: Yes.

Jason Greenan: (Indistinct).

Mr. P. Brown: Ask him to the mike.

Chair: If you’d like to come to the mike.
You’ll need to give us five minutes here.

Jason Greenan: (Indistinct).

Clerk of Committees: No, no, technically,
we need it to reboot the computer. We need
it.

Chair: Okay, sure, approach the
microphone. Would you like to give us your
name?

Jason Greenan: My name’s Jason Greenan.
I’m an ATV rider. I got quite a few
questions. The way I see it, all you people
are in charge of the answers for my
questions so there’s no better time to ask
them than now.
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We all know four-wheelers are on the rise.
The biggest problem is we have no place to
drive them. You all know that. I know you
are working on a cross-country trail from tip
to tip, through the back roads and joining on
the trails. Myself, that may work, but you
look at the taxpayers’ money you’re going to
spend to do that, compared to just letting us
drive on the rails to trails. 

Some people’s opinions, I’ll not say who,
think that a four-wheeler and a bicycle won’t
fit on the trails because they’re so narrow. If
you want to take a tape and measure
anywhere on the railroad tracks on PEI,
you’ll see that they’re no narrower than nine
feet at any point. The widest four-wheeler on
the market’s 54 inches which is a little over
four feet. That leaves you at least four feet
wide for a bicycle, and I’ve never seen a
bicycle yet that was four feet wide.

I see what they’re saying about
four-wheelers whizzing by. There are a few
idiots in every community that do that, but
that’s about 2% of 100 that do that. Policing
has to be done in order to stop that, I agree
with that, but there’s also 98% of honest
people who want a place to drive their
four-wheeler.

I had so many things I wanted to say and I’m
not going to get them all done tonight.

As far as your age on banning four-wheelers,
I drove four-wheelers since I was small and
my kids drive them. If you don’t start at
some age, you think you can just go at
14-years old and jump on a four-wheeler and
know how to drive it? That’s crap.

I do agree with instructions, or the safety
courses. That’s a good way to get people
started on them. As far as the little
four-wheelers, the four-wheelers are
designed for the people who drive them for a
certain size they are. It shouldn’t go by age.
It should go by size of the person.

One thing I do disagree on is youth which
would be 14, 15-years old, driving very huge
four-wheelers, like 600, 700 cc’s. That’s too
big of a four-wheeler for the size of the
person driving it. I do agree with that.

Everybody’s got this opinion on
four-wheelers. Their tires got big grips on
them and they tear the tracks all up. I live
seeing distance from the tracks. I’ve been on
the tracks. I’ve seen where four-wheelers
went through the tracks. I’ve seen where
there have been 200 four-wheelers in one
day drive down one section of the trail, and
if you wouldn’t have seen them, you
wouldn’t have even known they were there.
If they think the tires tear them up all the
time, it’s not the tires tearing them up, it’s
the one or two idiots out of that 100% that
tears them up: swinging circles, all that crap.

I’ve driven a bicycle on the railroad tracks
myself. If it’s a wet day and you’re driving a
bicycle on the tracks, on that nice crushed
rock, you’re leaving a trench with your
bicycle wheel. It dries out the next day. I’ve
done it. The next day you go on with a
bicycle, if you get caught in that trench, it’s
the same as they think they are with the
four-wheeler’s tearing it all apart. It’s got
nothing to do with four-wheelers tearing it
apart. Bicycles do more damage to the tracks
than a four-wheeler, as far as I’m concerned,
in a wet area.

You heard Trent talk about Red Neck
Roundup. I organized that. That was the
O’Leary Fire Department that put that on. I
organized the whole thing, along with the
help of the firemen. In two days, we had
over 200 four-wheelers went through the
gates. On a Saturday we had pulls, mud bog
competition, lawnmower pulls, truck
competition, and on Sunday, we had a
four-wheeler run. In two days, we raised
$3,500. That’s just from the people paying
the 5 and $10 registration fee. That’s just a
kick in the bucket compared to what we’d
pay in order to be on the railroad tracks.
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We went to the Snowmobile Association last
year, to the annual meeting. We made a
proposal to them: Okay, you got it from
December 1  to March 31 . You can’t drivest st

on it, just like this year. They only had a
week of driving so far. We’d give you $50
for every four-wheeler from December 1st

until the first time the groomer goes, and
when the groomer’s finished, if there’s three
weeks left in that spring, give it to us for
those two areas. No way. That was their
railroad tracks. Can’t drive on it.

If you look at the money that they could
have made on those four months compared
to what they’re making right now sitting
home, can’t even drive their machines, it’s
just ridiculous. This here cross-country trail
thing, I’ve had the map home. I’ve done
three-quarters of the map on that for West
Prince because I know all the trails around
here. I did the best route I could, the
cheapest. It’s just going to cost too much
money.

There’s no reason why it just can’t be the
railroad tracks. It’s already there. If you want
to go to Nova Scotia, everybody has the
same use in Nova Scotia. People walk on it.
People bike on it. People drive their
four-wheelers on it. There are horseback
riders. I’ve been there. You drive up to the
sign, Nova Scotia, that’s on the post: Expect
to see, and then it has a picture of each
thing.

When you meet somebody on the tracks you
do just as you were saying. You respect the
person walking. You pull over. Once they go
by you take off slowly. You respect the
speed limits. It all has to be policed, the
same as snowmobiles being policed. I don’t
see how making this other trail through
everywhere, which would take five years
time at least, and an increase on the
four-wheelers that’s here now, like you said,
in two or three years’ time there’s going to
be 10,000 four-wheelers. I think it’s just -
there’s no way you’re going to stop us from

driving where we want to drive. It would be
a lot easier to make us - the trails already
there. Just put in some rules, that’s it. Very
simple.

Do you have any questions you want to ask
me?

Chair: Mr. Brown.

Mr. Bagnall: I think you might have to
(Indistinct).

Chair: Mr. Brown and Mr. Dunn.

Mr. P. Brown: I appreciate your
presentation and I think it’s very good.
Would your association - and I know right
now, the ATV Association, there are three
clubs across the Island and it’s getting
organized. Not to the degree that Trent’s
association is, but it is getting organized.

In the case of the Snowmobile Association,
they’re basically a self-policing
organization. I mean, they’re the ones out
there making sure people have trail passes,
making sure people have their machines
registered and that type of thing. Would you
see that there would be a responsibility
amongst the users to ensure proper use?

Jason Greenan: Amongst the four-wheeler
users, you mean?

Mr. P. Brown: Yeah.

Jason Greenan: Sure. If you had the tracks,
there would be people volunteer to be trail
wardens or whatever, the same as
snowmobilers. Like, I’d have no problem
with that myself. You have to control the
three or four idiots in every little community
that give everybody else a bad name. That’s
the main - I agree with that 100%.

As far as these training courses for adults on
four-wheelers, like, for people that grew up
on four-wheelers driving them their whole
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life and take somebody out of an office
somewhere and think that he’s going to
show us how to drive a four-wheeler, that’s
crap. I mean, you have your safety - when
you buy a four-wheeler, you get an owner’s
manual with it, and there’s about 15 pages in
there on how to safely operate your
four-wheeler. If you were to read those
pages, that tells you right there as much as
what somebody is going to tell you on a
safety course how to drive a four-wheeler.

Chair: Mr. Dunn.

Mr. Dunn: I’m very pleased that you met
with the Snowmobile Association. I think
that’s a very positive first step. We had this
here presentation - a number of people have
come forward and said we want the trail. I
guess my only issue is I have never driven a
four-wheeler on Prince Edward Island, but I
have driven in Ontario in a few places. Flat
level areas don’t turn a lot of four-wheelers
on. They want to get in the mud bogs we had
designed in O’Leary. They want to go up
some rough terrain. They want to go through
woods and back roads. But I guess what I’m
saying: Don’t put all your eggs in one
basket. Like, the trail is not the be-all and
end-all for four - I don’t think, anyway.

I think you still need some of these other
areas, going through woods and back roads
and all this kind of stuff, too. If you think the
trail is going to solve all your problems, it’s
not. Because four-wheelers were made for
off-road. They’re made for off level spaces
and designed for them. That’s where the fun
is, when you’re going, tipping over and
upside, climbing and all this kind of stuff.
So don’t put all your eggs in one basket and
say the trails. I think the trail can be very
instrumental in joining some of those things
up together so you have that go from one
end of the Island to the other. I think there’s
parts of the trail that hardly anybody uses.

I biked across the trail all last summer from
one end of the Island to the other. It took me

three days. But I didn’t find a whole lot of
abuse from four-wheelers on it. The trail
was in excellent shape. But the thing is too,
that there’s some sections of the trails you
never saw a soul for hours and hours which
would be the ideal spot for, like,
four-wheelers to connect to somewhere else,
to go to some other place to ride.

My idea is: use the trail to connect
yourselves to more challenging areas to ride.

Jason Greenan: I agree with that. Every
little community has their own little trails
now. There’s all kinds of them around my
area, but we can’t get -

Mr. Dunn: From A to B.

Jason Greenan: Exactly. If we want to get
gas, we can’t. The only way into O’Leary is
either paved road or railroad tracks. There’s
no way that you can make it off-road other
than the railroad tracks. Because there’s
swamp all the way around O’Leary, and the
same with a lot of other communities. There
have to be places that we can get to our
resource.

Mr. Dunn: Posted.

Jason Greenan: Exactly. I have no trouble
with that too. Like, posted in certain areas,
but the way I see it, to go across the whole
PEI making this other road, it’s just going to
be a lot of money and a lot more time. We’re
not going to wait for it.

Chair: Mr. Bagnall.

Mr. Bagnall: Only a question for you, one
question. If you were allowed to be on trails
- and that’s an if, that’s a big if right now, as
you probably understand - would you have
an objection that all machines would have to
be registered and plated?

Jason Greenan: No. I’d have no objection
to that, and a good sized plate so that if you
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do come into the fence, like blow by
somebody on a bicycle, there’s a good clear
number there that they can call that in and
say: Such-and-such a number. I have no
objection with that.

Mr. Bagnall: We were told there earlier
today that there’s probably about 8,000
machines on Prince Edward Island at the
present time, with approximately 1,200 to
1300 registered. So we’re running about
20% of the machines that are registered.
Those people could be identified if they
were on a trail and if it was plated.

Jason Greenan: If you were to do the same
as you did with the snowmobiles years ago
and give them a chance to register their
four-wheelers the same as they did the
snowmobiles, then everybody would be
registered. Where you don’t pay the full tax
price on the machine, that if it’s 15 years old
you don’t pay taxes on a $10,000 machine
that’s 15 years old. You pay tax on what it’s
worth at the time, or a set fee of $50 or
whatever. Then you had them all registered.
We’re not going to register our
four-wheelers, pay tax on $10,000, if we
can’t even drive them other than in our own
yard.

Mr. Bagnall: I understand that. But

[Technical difficulties rendered a portion of
the proceedings inaudible]

Jason Greenan:  - of some sort, they would
have to be registered in order to control
them.

Mr. Bagnall: They would have to be
registered, and your group, your
organization, would agree to that?

Jason Greenan: Yes.

Mr. Bagnall: Would the other two
organizations on PEI agree to that?

Jason Greenan: I can’t speak for them but I
would think they would.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay.

Jason Greenan: But there would have to be
something done on the registration fee, like I
said. You’re not going to pay tax on a
$15,000 machine -

Mr. Bagnall: No, but don’t you pay tax on
them - you pay tax on them when you buy it
anyway.

Jason Greenan: Sometimes.

Mr. Bagnall: Okay, no more questions. I’m
not going to get you into that (Indistinct).

Jason Greenan: That’s your fellows’
problem, not mine.

Mr. P. Brown: We had a dealer who talked
to us earlier today.

Chair: Okay, thank you, Jason. Appreciate
your input. We’ll certainly take that into
consideration.

Jason Greenan: Thanks for your time.

Chair: Okay.

The Committee adjourned.
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