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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES, RULES & PRIVATE BILLS

Thursday, March 10, 2005

11:00 a.m.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Okay, why don’t we

call our meeting to order and thank you for

attending this morning.  I think there’s only the one

issue that we are discussing this morning and that

is the hook up of the, to the LAN or to the internet.

So the last time we met I think we agreed not to

hook into the LAN but we just wondered as there

were still some members that were coming

forward asking if we could get hooked up because

all the infrastructure is there so we just thought

we’d bring the committee together again to see if

the feeling has changed, whether it’s still the same

or what the committee would like to do.

Andy Mooney (PC):   All the infrastructure is

already there.

Charles MacKay: The infrastructure is there,

that’s correct.

Andy Mooney (PC):   So all this is just permitting

to plug them in basically in a nutshell.

Charles MacKay: That’s right. And the

considerations that go along with that - providing

access.  Presently the rules of the Assembly allow

for laptops in the Legislative Assembly but they

have to be stand alone.  So the question really

before this committee is whether or not internet

access - LAN access - should be permitted on the

floor of the House and if there should be some

parameters surrounding that perhaps.  Should oral

question period be excluded, for example?  Should

it be for a trial period?

Andy Mooney (PC):   My personal take on it

anyway is  I think question period should be

excluded.  Most of the Legislatures are apparently

moving this way, are they not?  

Charles MacKay: Yes, they are.  I think at the last

count half of the Canadian jurisdictions had

provided internet access in their respective

assemblies.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): W e’re not debating

. . . well, we’ve obviously allowed members to

bring . . . some of the members do bring it into the

House now but they’ve boot it up obviously before

they go in.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: But they’re not

hooked into it.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): No but they bring

their laptops in and they’re charged.  So, I don’t

know, personally I don’t see a problem.  I mean I

don’t plan on using it myself but, you know,

members are bringing it in.  I think if they want to

use it the infrastructure is there.  There’s an

argument that it will save on paper and that.

Maybe the Speaker looks at using discretion as to

whether or not whatever the term “abuse” is or

distractions or whatever.  But I don’t see how it’s

going to change anything based on the fact that

some members are presently using it and some

members may decide to use it and some may not.

I just don’t know how it’s going to entirely form the

format unless obviously somebody asks the

Legislature to bring one in for everybody and I

don’t think we’re asking for that.  W e’re just saying

those who want to use their own laptop be allowed

to plug it into the infrastructure that’s already there.

Because they’re bringing them in now.  If that’s all

we’re discussing I don’t know, personally where

the problem is.  That’s my own opinion.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Like I use

the laptop but the only thing I have on it is the

program with my briefing notes rather than

carrying the books.  So you’re saying that the

laptops, that right now I could plug in and be

hooked up to the LAN and be able to access the

internet.

Charles MacKay: W ell, the infrastructure is there

to allow that to happen, that’s right.  So this

committee is considering whether or not that’s an

advisable step for the Legislative Assembly to take

to allow access to a local area network from the

floor. But definitely the rules of the House now

provide that you can bring a laptop into the House,

they just have to be stand alone, that you can’t be

plugged into the internet or LAN.
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Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    So

there’s no additional costs then to plug into the

LAN.

Charles MacKay: No, the infrastructure is there.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): Here’s the argument

we have to look at.  The media, the general public

can now view the proceedings on computer.

Okay.  It’s wired out so that every Islander or

anybody in the free world who wants to tap into the

Legislature can see the proceeding.  You know it’s

almost ironic on the other side that we’re saying

that inside the Legislature, as members, that we’re

not going to allow our own members to plug into

the infrastructure that’s there.   It sends to me a

dual message that if you want to use it - we’ve

already got it, not going to cost us any more

because we’ve already got the infrastructure in

place - (indistinct)  we advertise to have the free

world tune in, plug in, listen and watch what’s

going on in the Legislature, which they do with

laptops.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: But there will be a

cost, won’t there Charles, to the computers or the

laptops?

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): Only if we pay to

bring them in.

Charles MacKay: No, I mean it will be nothing that

we’ll  be incurring.  If you have a laptop and you

want to enable it to access the local area network

that’s already provided.  It’s  hardwired in the

chamber.  W hen we did the audio upgrade to the

audio system on the floor of the Legislature,  at the

same time we laid the necessary infrastructure to

enable this to happen anticipating that at some

point the Legislature would be moving in that

direction, we just didn’t know when.  But it’s just a

matter of the wire that went into the conduit

running to those stations.  So the bottom line is

that the infrastructure is there to enable it to

happen.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: So you don’t need

a different laptop.  If you have one you can hook it.

Charles MacKay: That’s right. Has to be

configured properly.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    That

would be a benefit especially when you’re doing

legislation when you can refer back to an existing

piece of legislation that would be on the internet

rather than going in and getting the binder to come

out.  But it only would be available to people who

had the laptop.

Charles MacKay: That’s correct.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): And that’s their

discretion.  Because we’re not saying that every

member has to have a laptop. W e’re not saying

every member has to plug it in.  All we’re

suggesting is that if you do indeed bring it in, which

there are members, you have the right now to plug

it in as opposed to booting it up before you bring it

in.  And again, I would think it would look rather

foolish of us to (a) put the infrastructure in; (b)

we’ve already allowed members to bring it in but

not allowed them to plug it in and then we

advertise for everybody to become more computer

literate by tuning in.  It doesn’t make a whole lot of

sense.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: W hat about

Question Period?  Do you want to see them . . .

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): W ell, members are

using it now for Question Period.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: . . . during

Question Period.

Andy Mooney (PC): They’re not plugged in.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): No, not plugged in.

Maybe that’s the discretion of the Speaker, I don’t

know.  I’m  not entirely sure how that’s going to

change proceedings.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Do other

Atlantic provinces have it, Charles?

Charles MacKay: Other Atlantic Canadian

provinces?  Let’s see.  Laptops are permitted in

Newfoundland but no internet access.  New

Brunswick - no and Nova Scotia - yes.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    And are

they all wired the same as we are, do you know?

Charles MacKay: Yes, it’s  similar. Some have

wireless networks.  Some others - not in Atlantic

Canada - but some Canadian jurisdictions but in

this particular case we can hard wire.
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Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): W hy don’t we ask -

if the committee agrees  because I think again

what we’re talking about - can you plug your laptop

in if you bring your own laptop into the Legislature?

And if we say yes,  that’s fine and then we’ll allow

the Speaker and/or yourself obviously or the staff

and the Speaker can consult with both parties

and/or with the staff of the Legislature to see if

there’s any change from what we’ve done for the

last few years by allowing people to bring it.  If the

Speaker sees undue distractions or abuse or

whatever well  maybe the Speaker can report at

the end of the Session to say that just because

somebody plugged it in hasn’t changed things one

iota from the last Session.  Or maybe people are

seemingly more distracted and he has to call more

order.  I don’t know but . . . 

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: W ould you like to

see it go through or would you like to see just a

trial period for a year and then come back and say

yes, things seem to be fine.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): Again, I think we

look like rather redundant because we’ve already

paid to put the infrastructure in.   I sound like a

parrot here but, you know, we pay for people to

take programming and what now and we have it in

our schools and we want young people to tune in -

 people are tuning into it.  I think we’ve already had

a year where people have taken them  in.  Nobody

seems to have any problem with it - Opposition or

government members or the Speaker - and now

we’re going to say plug it in.  If you want to take a

year and say, look, we’ll look at it and decide

whether or not there’s more  undue abuse above

whatever people perceive could or would happen -

 which I don’t think has happened - then come

back in a year’s time and say, okay.  

I mean, we’re not asking anybody to pay for

anything here.  If we were sitting here and saying

let’s have the Legislative Assembly put a computer

on everybody’s desk whether they want to use it or

not, well, that’s one story.  But we already have

allowed members to bring a laptop in.  W e’re just

saying let them plug it in now.  It’s still your

discretion.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Okay.  At the

discretion of the Speaker.  Robert?

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): You know, I’ve only

been in the House now for about a year and a half.

Do I need the internet?  No.  Do I think it’s going to

hurt the Legislature if there was internet in there?

Probably not, no.  W hat would I use the internet

for?  I’d probably use it for if  debates are going on.

You know, Minister MacAdam could be speaking

on something and I could go through and pick up

where he spoke before and then make my notes

to correct what he said wrong.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): If that ever

happened.  (Laughter)

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): I find a lot of

mistakes and you question those mistakes.  Let’s

put it that way.  And that’s what I could view it

being useful for .  I do have slightly a problem with,

for example, myself or a minister or an MLA, if

they’re in the Legislature and there is debate going

on and they’re in there and they’re going through

their emails or they’re going through different stuff.

You know, the Legislature is a time to be in the

Legislature listening to debate.  There’s plenty of

time in the day to go through your emails and to do

all that other work.  If we could somehow make it

so that you could have access to - and this is what

in my opinion what I think it’s important for -

viewing all the Hansard that’s ever taken place in

the Legislature and having access to any media

outlets whatsoever.  Because, you know,

sometimes you’re in there and there could be a

decision coming down and there could be

information that’s pertinent to being in the House

and that’s what I view it important for. 

 I personally, at this stage, do not feel that we’re in

the House enough where we need to be in there to

do our emails or to do other work that is not

legislative oriented.  So whether or not it’s an MLA

doing constituency work or a cabinet minister

doing departmental work, I don’t think that that’s

necessary for the House.  I think we’re in the

House, we should be listening to what every

member says while we’re in there.  But I view it

being important for the media aspect of it, picking

up clips and anything that could be going on and

also for reviewing Hansard or perhaps for doing

research, you know.  Even Fred McCardle who

said he’s not very good at the internet said that

when he did a report once he googled in and, you

know, got the information that he needed.   And

those are valid times when I think it can be used

but I don’t think it should be used for doing work

that is not directly related to the House.  
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 I don’t know if there is a way to say that that’s

what it should be used for but in my opinion that’s

what it is and maybe we could recommend that to

the Speaker and he could suggest it.  I don’t know.

Maybe other members disagree with me and they

see other uses.  But for me those are the uses that

I see.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): I think that that’s a

good recommendation. But I don’t know how we

can go beyond making it a recommendation and

putting each member on their honour because

who am I to say, if I’m looking across the floor or

vice-versa or even looking down the line and

seeing two of my colleagues -  the minister of

health and the minister of environment presently

bring theirs in - to suggest that they are deep in

thought and that by looking at their screen that

they’re not looking at Hansard.  And I agree with

you, Hansard is a good thing. 

 I think you put people on onus that if you’re

looking at something on the computer you hope

that it’s relevant to the debate, the discussion or

the issues that are going on. But I don’t think we

need to . . . you tell people it’s not - just as the

Leader of the Opposition suggested - it’s not for

personal use, it’s not for,  hopefully doing business

outside of what should be going on in the

Legislature. But you have to give people, I think,

the respect and accountability as adults and as

elected officials.  That’s why we are there in the

House to make sure that we’re in tune with what’s

going on at that moment or throughout the day.

 But I think we just tell people, under the

recommendation of the Leader of the Opposition,

that that’s what we would expect if they were

allowed to plug it in.   Because the bottom line is

you can’t go around and look at everybody’s

screen and say, oh, is that an email or are you

looking at a Hansard from two years ago.  I think

you tell the people the recommendations of the

committee are it’s for use of government business

or  opposition business or legislative business and

we hope that people don’t abuse it by going and

doing as the Leader has suggested.  And I don’t

know how you would take it beyond that

recommendation.  Because to do otherwise would

make us look like children where  somebody’s

going around checking on things.  I’d give people

the benefit of the doubt as elected members that

they know why they’re in the Legislature.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Yes, Robert.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): I too give the

benefit of the doubt and I just view it as a rule

around the same lines as you’re not supposed to

eat in the Legislature.  You know, you expect

members to live up to that rule.   You’re not

supposed to read the Guardian while you’re in the

Legislature. So you just make it a . . . 

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Hard to

enforce.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): . . . a rule.  Exactly,

it’s hard to enforce but you know, the rule can be

if it’s related to debate.  And even email if it’s

related to debate.  Like there’s a chance we could

be in the Legislature and somebody could send in

an email relevant to  the debate with a briefing

note on it.  But those would be the rules that I

would want to see put in place but at the same

time you have to respect the members of the

Legislative Assembly to abide by those rules.  I

wouldn’t say that there should be -  Charlie would

be in charge of going around and seeing what

everybody’s looking at.  And I think members

would do that.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): You put people on

their honour system, which is what we do now.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Yes, we have to.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):     I think

most things that we do in the Legislature have

been a practice of what we have done in the past

and it’s become a rule.  I think that the computer

hookup would probably expedite some of the

business within the Legislature.  Because if a

question was asked of me as a minister and I

didn’t have the information I could always send an

email to the office to get the information for the

question if it was needing an answer immediately.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: There’s so many

times too when a minister has to go out and

maybe go upstairs to access some of those things

that perhaps they could even be in their seat and

some of this information could come back to them

and not have them having to leave their seats to

go upstairs.  Because I know lots of times there’s

debates going on and you look around, well, the

minister’s not here.  So either you’ve got to go and

get them or whatever.  So I think with that it would
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be useful too.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): There’s a benefit to

every member.  I mean from an Opposition

perspective - if they want information relevant to a

debate based on what a member said or even

during question period.  W ell, they have the same

option or right to get that information forwarded to

them as opposed to having somebody quite

literally run it across the tunnel or across the yard

because I know I used to do that myself with a

piece of information to be sent in by a page to get

to that table when maybe the questioner or the

issue has moved on.  And I just don’t know how

we could promote 21 century technology,  and we

all make these announcements and we all support

it and I think the member from Charlottetown-

Kings Square has eloquently spoke about it

numerous times in the House about technology

and the advantage of it,  and then we turn around

as legislators and say we’re going to support . . . 

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: I suppose he’s not

going to support it now.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): No, I’m not saying

that.  It’s entirely his own decision.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): (indistinct) the

leadership either, compliment him like that.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Okay, Robert.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): I agree a lot, not

one hundred percent, most of it, what the

Honourable Minister of Fisheries, Agriculture and

Aquaculture says.  But I am against it in  Question

Period.  I don’t think it should be used in Question

Period.  I think Question Period’s there so

Islanders can see if ministers do have a grasp on

their department without having access to

bureaucrats sending in emails.  And I would be

one hundred per cent against it during Question

Period and I agree with the minister and it’s kind of

like calculators in the classroom.  I remember

when I was going to school and they used to say,

yes, you can use your calculators  in the class

while you’re practising, while you’re doing these

things, when you use calculators for homework at

night. But when the test was on - no calculators.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): W hen they sent you

to the board to solve that problem and they would

make you leave your calculator at the desk that

was a problem.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Exactly. And

Question Period is there to see what your

knowledge is like, to see if you’re up to date to

answer question to the public and I think that there

should be a ban on during Question Period.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Right.  Is

everybody in agreement to not using them in

Question Period?

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    But there

is a problem because in Question Period you have

your laptop open with your briefing notes on it.

Richard Brown (L):   That’s okay.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    My

question is . . . I’ll never need the LAN line, I’ll have

the answer if you ask the question. (Laughter)

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: You have up to this

date.

Richard Brown (L):   W e’ll quote that one.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    But I

guess I have, either we’re hooked up to the LAN or

we’re not hooked up to the LAN and if you say it

shouldn’t be hooked up during Question Period

then there’s not much sense having the technology

there, as you said in the beginning, because you’re

going on an honour system.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): It’s kind of a double

edged sword too.  And I don’t disagree with the

Leader of the Opposition.  I guess part of the

question, if you asked me a question and I had to

go routing  - I understand what you’re saying about

having people be accountable to have the answer

or show whether they have it or not.  W ell, if I have

to sit there and say, just a second while I scroll

down through the issues, well, it’s obvious

because we’re  televised and we have it sent out

through the internet and we have it wired out

through radio and what have you, people are going

to know, oh geez, you know, they don’t’ have that

at their fingertip.  I think again there’s a bit of

practicability about saying that if we’re going to use

it let’s use it but let’s abide by the principal of, you

know, showing our respect or discretion, I guess,

to the technology.
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Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): I’ll tell you where

my problem is - and it’s happened before and I

don’t know who’s fault it is - but we could be

asking a question to a minister, the minister

doesn’t exactly know what the question is.  You’re

on a roll with somebody else and for some reason

this minister is allowed to stand up again and

answer a question that was done three times ago.

And I can see that happening way too much in the

House if they can get that information and it just

throws the whole House, in my opinion, Question

Period into a whirlwind.  I don’t think there should

be any availability of internet during Question

Period.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): But the flipside of

that, Honourable Member, is do you not want the

answer?

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): W hat’s that?  Do I

want the answer?  Yes and that’s why ministers

come back at the end to give those answers.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): But you have a

number . . . okay, yes.  I understand that.  But you

have a number of options when answering

questions whether I have the internet in front of me

or I’m hooked up to it or not - and I certainly, as I

said, have no intention of hooking up to it - but (a)

you can say, look, I don’t have that information; (b)

I’ll bring it back to you either today or tomorrow or

(c) you move onto another question and I can get

you that information further on.    Maybe it’s a

pertinent question and how many times have you -

and rightfully so -  demanded the answer that day

at that time?  If you can’t get it at that time then it’s

obvious the minister doesn’t have it at their

fingertips.  So you can decidedly say: well, you’re

not up on your department.  But at the end of the

Question Period or after three more questions and

he decides to stand up  - I do have the answer for

you.   You’ve proven your point that they don’t

have it at their fingertips; (b) you still get the

answer which is what you’re asking for in the first

place.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Yes but where I see

the problem is it could happen like that but we

could be asking a lot of questions to this m inister

or perhaps we might start asking questions - we

were asking questions about fishers, he needed

some more information and you get an email back.

Then we change over to agriculture and we start

asking questions about agriculture and then you

go back and start answering a question about

fisheries that we asked 15 minutes ago.  I don’t

want the answer then, I want the answer at the

end.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): You don’t ask

questions of fisheries or agriculture.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Sure I do.

Andy Mooney (PC): I agree with Robert.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Richard?

Richard Brown (L):   Oh, I agree with the Leader,

my Leader.  (Laughter) The principle of Question

Period is,  is it’s like an examination of the minister

and the knowledge of his department.  W ith the

technology available today and if you allow him

access to the internet he could - Kevin’s earlier

comment that you would have to scroll through it -

no it could be a live action line right there and the

deputies and, you know, you could have a whole

department sitting there listening to the internet

and watching it on television and typing in right

there and you could see it coming across your

screen right there.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    I’m not

that smart, Richard.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): No, but you could,

technically speaking.

Richard Brown (L):   All there.  But you could see

it right there.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Smart or quick.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Open

screen on it too.

Richard Brown (L):   Yes, I know.  But that’s a

thing that can happen.  But my thing is Question

Period is to quiz the ministers of their knowledge

of the department. If you open up a live line to the

department then the minister says, well, I just sit

there and read from the scroll each day. I don’t

have to know my department any more.  I don’t

even have to go to the office because, you know.

The intent of Question Period is to make sure you

the ministers are on top of their department, that

they’re down there keeping track of their

department because of ministerial responsibility.
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So for that I see is as, well, it’s like bringing a book

into a quiz.  Is that right?  No. And I see Question

Period as questions but also to make sure that the

minsters keep on to the department.  Like, if you

didn’t have Question Period the minister would

say, you know, I don’t have to know my

department.  It’s the time of day when you go into

the House and you say, I better be up on my

department.  I better know what it is because I’m

going to be tested on it each and every day.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: The other

jurisdictions that have in theirs,  do they take

Question Period out of using the internet?

Charles MacKay: Some do.  British Columbia

does, for example.  Nova Scotia - not during oral

question period.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: W hy don’t we go

along the same lines, then?

Charles MacKay: Alberta.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: So a lot of them

that do have them don’t have them in Question

Period.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    But your

briefing book’s on it.

Richard Brown (L):   And I don’t like that.  You

have your briefing book, you have to scroll and you

have to find it, you know, and that doesn’t look

good, you know.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    To who?

Richard Brown (L):   To the House.  You know

you should know that stuff right off your fingertips.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Yes, but

I said earlier that I do but I do use the briefing

books.  ( Indistinct - number of people talking at

once) 32 if you’re checking the book.

Richard Brown (L):   And like, and during . . . 

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Not using them

during Question Period.  Is everybody in

agreement with that?

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Everybody holds

their plug up before we open the doors.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    And wave

it to the Opposition, say we got our own plugs.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): And you’re

expected to (Indistinct)  

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC):  W hen time is called

we have to hold it up and (indistinct)

Richard Brown (L):   No, no.  You have the plug

right there.  Anyway, I believe in the honour

system.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): Yes, well go the

honour system.  You guys will be able to tell when

you’re asking questions whether we’re going

through briefing notes or scrolling through the

internet.

Richard Brown (L):   But it’s going to be also

good for legislation.  It’s going to be good for other

debates in the Legislature because ourselves, like

we could have it there, we have a printer right off

the Speaker’s gallery now, or the Speaker’s room.

So instead of writing motions and that by hand

we’ll be able to type the amendment right up there,

go in and get the printed and pass it out right

away.  That will make it more efficient.  And we’re

not scrolling.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): The Clerk likes

that.

Charles MacKay: Yes, indeed I do.

Richard Brown (L):   No, but that’s easier for us.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): And I can see we’ll

probably have our House Leader with the laptop

and we’ll just be - he’ll be in charge.  

Richard Brown (L):   Don’t trust me with spelling

on it.  (Laughter)

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): Arguably we’re going

to have more of a system where we . . .

Richard Brown (L):   And Ronnie during motions.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): . . . hopefully use

less paper.   You know, I mean like we go to the

Archives and we find out everything, well it’s all

been digitalized mostly now so you can go back to
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basically post-Confederation and get transcripts or

whatever, you know.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Do you want to put

in that also, at the discretion of the Speaker, just to

protect it in some way, shape or form.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): W hat’s that?  I

think it should be there.  It has to be House related

work.  Not departmental work or constituency

work.  I believe that’s important.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Yes, okay.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): But I think you have

to also . . . it’s an honour system.

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): It’s the same as

eating food or reading the paper.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Exactly.  Okay, the

other thing we mentioned was the cost.  Now I

don’t have a laptop but if I wanted a laptop will the

Legislature . . . 

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): W e’ve already

done that.  You’re already allowed.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Oh.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): Are they?

Honourable Robert Ghiz (L): Yes, Legislative

Management did that last year.  You were allowed

to buy them.

Hon. Kevin MacAdam (PC): Okay.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Okay.  Great.

Richard Brown (L):   W e get some Kyoto credits

for it.  W e’re not using up trees.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Saving

trees.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Okay, I think that

was all that we wanted to change.  And the change

has happened.

Charles MacKay: Madam Chair, the other two

issues then we’ll just report (indistinct)

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Unless there’s

someone that comes forward with some questions

on it -  then we’ll meet again.

Charles MacKay: Perhaps I’ll do up a draft then

and re-circulate it to members and we’ll get . . . 

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair:  Great.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Charles,

those two issues, when they were tabled as a

report, the report was never adopted?

Charles MacKay: No.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    Is it

because the Speaker hadn’t asked the question?

Charles MacKay: No, it was because the report

was introduced, was received by the House and

then there had to be a subsequent discussion on

the adoption of the report because there was

some thought among members that it should be

considered by Committee of the W hole House.

However when the House was prorogued, when it

was not in session, all the work that was before the

House at the time dies on the Order Paper.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    I thought

that when the report was tabled that it would be

moved and seconded and accepted as a report.

Charles MacKay: It’s usually done that way but

there were some issues in this report that

members of the House felt should be considered

in Committee of the W hole House.

Richard Brown (L):   So you’re moving it right to

committee then, are you?

Charles MacKay: This?  No, it will have to

reintroduced to the Legislative Assembly, yes.

Richard Brown (L):   But is it a recommendation

that it goes to Committee of the W hole or just be

adopted by the House?

Charles MacKay: W ell, it depends.  Normally

what happens is that the report is received and

then secondly is the motion for adoption.  So

unless there’s some reason why not proceed in

that fashion I would see it going that way.
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Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Okay.

Honourable Elmer MacFadyen (PC):    But as a

committee we approved the report before.

Charles MacKay: That’s right.  The Chair and I

were just speaking of that. If I do up a draft, make

the changes that you’ve requested today, circulate

it to all ,  I mean I don’t think the changes are all

the substantive.  So maybe do that up, circulate it

to members and if everything looks okay that will

be the report that would be introduced n the

House.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: Okay.  Thank you.

Richard Brown (L):   This committee is rules and

privileges.   I have a privilege, Madam Chairman.

W hen is the House going to open?   I have

parliamentary privilege to know when that’s going

to happen.  Do you know?

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: I don’t know.

Richard Brown (L):   Okay, thank you.

Helen MacDonald (PC)Chair: All right.
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