
Children’s Online Privacy 
 
Today’s children are growing up in a wired world and that fact poses significant challenges for privacy 
protection. Given the prevalence of the internet in young people’s lives, children’s online privacy needs better 
legal protection. Self-regulation, parental controls and even the best public awareness and educational campaigns 
are not enough. Today children who play online are unwittingly being used for data-mining purposes on 
consumer spending habits of North American households, and today more and more children are being 
victimized and re-victimized through the exponential spread of child pornography on-line. Privacy laws must be 
rewritten to keep pace with the changes in technology and better protect the privacy rights of children and youth.   
   
Since early this year a working group of Canadian Child and Youth Advocates, Privacy Commissioners and 
experts have been working on provincial and federal law reform proposals. A discussion paper of the Working 
Group on Children's Online Privacy will be released on November 20th, National Children’s Day, to mark the 
20th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The report will be available for download on 
the following web-sites:   
  
New Brunswick Ombudsman and Child and Youth Advocate’s Office: http://www.gnb.ca/0073/index-e.asp   
   
The report was presented for discussion at the Annual Meeting of Information and Privacy Commissioners in St-
John’s, Newfoundland on September 10th, 2009, and discussed also in Saskatoon on September 27th, 2009, at the 
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Council of Provincial Child and Youth Advocates. Following the release of the 
report, a number of joint, bilateral and individual advocacy activities are being planned and could be developed 
by Advocates’ and Commissioners’ offices across the country. These include the following: 
 

• Writing individually or jointly to Ministers responsible for various law reform initiatives outlined in the 
report, enclosing the report and requesting comments.   

• Requesting a joint meeting with Ministers responsible to further discuss implications of the report in our 
respective jurisdictions.   

• Issuing simultaneous or joint press releases informing the public in your jurisdiction of the report’s 
publication.   

• Preparing an op-ed from the Advocate or Privacy Commissioner on the topic of the report on the 
occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child   

• Organizing a joint mailing or electronic bulletin to interested non-governmental agencies and public 
bodies such as group homes, schools and parents associations informing them of the report’s release and 
directing them to your web-site where the report is made available for download.   

• Organizing forums or public engagement sessions in your jurisdiction to promote public debate around 
the law reform themes outlined in the report.   

• Including reference to the Working Group’s work, the report and the issues discussed in forth coming 
annual reports.   

• Conducting more research in-house to determine how the legislative models outlined in the report could 
best be adapted to the body of laws in your jurisdiction.  
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