
A Brief History of the Parkview Seniors Citizens Clubhouse 
 
The building which presently houses the Parkview Senior Citizen’s Club was the residence of the 
Superintendent of the Dominion Experimental Fox Farm.  The fox farm was established in 1925 
in Summerside, the silver fox capital of the world.  The first superintendent of the Dominion 
Experimental Fox Farm was Mr. G. Ennis Smith; the last superintendent to occupy it was Dr. 
Kenneth Gunn and his family.  This house was the property of the Federal Government.  When 
the fox farm closed down, the home was handed over to the Provincial Government who, in turn, 
gave it to the Town of Summerside. 
 
With the help of the Hon. Alex Campbell, then Premier of PEI, and Mr. C. Ross MacKenzie, a 
grant was obtained from the Housing Authority to enlarge the building and equip it for the use of 
senior citizens.  A New Horizons grant paid for drapes, chairs, tables, dishes, etc.  On December 
6, 1976, a lease for the building was signed between the Town of Summerside and the Senior 
Citizens Club.  Winnie Gosbee was the president. 
 
On July 6, 1978, a special meeting was held at the home at 335 Central Street to co-ordinate the 
senior citizens clubs of Summerside and to discuss ways and means to finance the running of the 
new home. 
 
At the official opening of the new club house on October 18, 1978, a tea and entertainment was 
held which was attended by a large group of seniors.  Lieutenant-Governor Gordon Bennett and 
his wife, Doris, were present, along with other dignitaries from the Town of Summerside. 
 
At the April 4, 1979 meeting, the name of the Club was changed from the Summerside and Area 
Senior Citizens Club to the Parkview Senior Citizens Club.  Total membership at this time was 
seventy-two and the average attendance at the meetings was from thirteen to twenty-two 
members. 
 
Thanks to all the executives and seniors who came before, Parkview Senior Citizens Club has 
flourished and remains in operation to the present day.  We enjoy a very good partnership with 
the City of Summerside and other Community Clubs in the area.  Currently we have one hundred 
sixty-five members with monthly attendance at meetings between seventy-five and eighty.  Our 
club continues to offer many of the same programs as in the past – bingo, cards, line dancing, 
ceilidhs and other things.  The 2010 executive is: President, Joyce McCardle; 1st Vice-President, 
Helen MacDonald; 2nd Vice-President, Matthew Roussel; Treasurer, Clarence Pineau; Secretary, 
Edward Pearson; Past President, Garth Clark; Director, Ken Simmons; Director, Maynard 
Simpson  
 
This article was written with the help of information taken from a book written in 1983: “Seniors 
on the Move: The Story of Senior Citizens Clubs in PEI” which was edited by O’Leary Curley 
and from a plaque presented by the City to our Club about the fox farming industry and the 
house’s history. 


