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Nourishing the bureaucracy
Zax Café a popular gathering place
Deep in the heart of the PAB, a bustling cafeteria keeps public servants well-nourished, alert and 
informed on the unofficial matters of the day.

Edna Doucet arrives first at Zax Café each day to bake the fresh muffins, cookies and cinnamon 
rolls she has been known for – for almost two decades.

Trevor Gooch dons his chef’s hat bright and early to fry two eggs – over hard with lots of pepper – 
for the premier each morning.

“He used to get the fruit cup, but he has changed his diet and eased back on the fruit,” Gooch 
says.

The owner of Zax Café, Kenny Zakem, says the best part of running the government cafeteria 
is making people happy. “We serve about 200 people a day, we have lots of regulars,” he 
says.

Zakem, who ran Angels restaurant and worked at the QEH cafeteria, took over the café six years ago 
from the CNIB which ran it for the decades before. He started the popular Lebanese Lunch Specials and 
plans quarterly turkey dinners with all the fixings which have proved very popular. He and Gooch are red 
seal chefs who make all the soups gluten free and from scratch with local ingredients.

Government employees gather in droves from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day, where they mingle in groups 
or sit peacefully alone to watch news or sports on one of the ceiling mounted flat screen televisions.           
A glassed-in meeting room at the back of the café serves as a very popular meeting place.

The café has a Facebook page which features the daily menu and soups of the day. 
Everything is fresh and homemade. He offers pre-paid coffee cards and daily lunch specials 
such as Chinese, Mexican and other cuisines. On May 29 he’s hosting a lobster roll lunch 
special he expects will draw a crowd.

A few cabinet ministers are regulars – Roach, Currie, Vessey, McIsaac, Sheridan.Their 
favorite is the finance minister who often asks them to suggest what is good. “We really like 
Wes Sheridan because he just eats what he is told,” Gooch says.
Zax Café also caters. To reach them call 370-2233, email café@gov.pe.ca 
or check them out on Facebook at “Zax Café P.E.I”

This week’s menu – http://www.gov.pe.ca/cafeteria/menu.php
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Victim Services staff receives prestigious award
Last fall, a front page story in The Guardian featured glowing testimonies from several clients of Victim Services who 
lauded the many ways in which the program had a positive impact on their lives.

Victim Services has been featured in a university text book called Canadian Criminal Justice as a best practice model in 
integrating victim services with the justice system as a whole.

Now the program has received the 2014 prestigious Humanitarian Award from the Psychological Association of Prince 
Edward Island in recognition of its commitment and endeavours that have significantly enhanced the psychological health 
and well-being of Islanders.

Victim Services assists victims of crime throughout the province by providing information, support, referral and assistance 
throughout the criminal justice process and provides compensation to victims for injuries.

In the past year, 1,000 new cases were referred to Victim Services in addition to the 600 victims and families already being 
supported.

In presenting the award, the Psychological Association 
said that the work of Victim Services is congruent 
with the Association’s code of practice: respect for 
the dignity of persons, responsible caring, integrity in 
relationships and responsibility to society.

Victim Services has been operating province-wide 
for 25 years. There are offices in Summerside and 
Charlottetown. It is a free, confidential service to assist 
victims of crime through their involvement in the 
criminal justice system.

Victim Services staff are professionals with 
backgrounds in social work and criminal justice.
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PSC launches new Jobs PEI Website and Online Application Form

The Public Service Commission has improved the Jobs PEI Website by updating the online application form and 
adding useful information for job seekers.
The Jobs PEI website is the Public Service Commission’s online registry for people looking for employment with 
the provincial government and Health PEI.
As 80% of people who respond to job postings use the Jobs PEI website, this initiative was undertaken to 
make the application process more user friendly and to add new features that benefit applicants. For example, 
applicants can now add a cover letter and resume to their application. The new site includes an outline of the 
hiring process as well as tips on preparing for the job interview. 
For applicants who apply using a print application form, the PSC has also updated this form to match the online 
updates. We encourage you to visit the site at gov.pe.ca/jobspei

gov.pe.ca/jobspei


