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The federal government through the National Strategy on Community Safety and Crime
Prevention has a Policy Framework for Addressing Personal Security Issues Concerning
Women and Girls.   The federal government recognizes that personal security of women and
girls is being jeopardized by victimization experiences and fear of crime.  

The United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women defines it
as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in physical, sexual
or psychological harm or suffering to women.”

Violence against women is about gender, and women’s continuing social and economic
inequality.  Social and economic security in Canada and for women around the world is
necessary for their safety and security.

Federal Health Minister Allan Rock committed to “integrate gender-based analysis in all the
Department’s program and policy development work.”  The federal departments of Justice
and Human Resource Development are also committed to addressing gender inequities.

Ask your candidates: What will you do to address gender inequities in
government policy and programs?

Statistics Canada estimates that nearly 700,000 women in Canada who were married or
living in a common-law relationship experienced some type of violence committed by a
partner in the five years 1995-99.  The survey highlighted that young women between ages
18 and 25 were at the greatest risk While the survey indicated that approximately 8% of
women and 7% of men reported some form of violence, women experience much more
severe violence: women were twice as likely to report having been beaten, and five times
more likely to have been choked.   For example, 88% of all reported spousal violence
victims were women; and from 1978 to 1997, three times as many wives as husbands were
killed by their spouses (1,485 women and 442 men). From Statistics Canada,2000

Ask your candidates: What will you do to ensure that research, policies and
programs about family violence clearly address the differences between men
and women and emphasize the greater risk of injury and death to women?  



Nearly one in five Atlantic Canadian women live in poverty.  Single mothers and unattached
elderly women have the highest poverty rates.  Full-year, full-time working women in the
Atlantic provinces earn only 71% of male wages, with a quarter of these women earning less
than $15,000 a year ($8 an hour or less).  Without economic security women often have to
make the choice between poverty and abuse. From Coleman, MCEWH 1999

Ask your candidates: What will you do to ensure that our tax dollars go to
ensure women’s economic security by guaranteeing pay equity, increasing
standards of wages for employment, and welfare assistance at a respectable,
livable wage?   How will you ensure that the Child Tax Benefit goes directly to
those most in need and that single mothers on social assistance have the full
benefit for their children?

The criminal justice system is doing a better job addressing abuse women and children than
it did ten years ago:   There are police charging policies, joint interviews with police and
social workers to investigate child abuse, stiffer sentences.  At the same time charging
policies are not consistent, not all police departments have officers trained in joint
intervention with social workers, and conditional sentences (served in the community)
happen in cases of abuse of women and children.   Criminal justice steps to address violence
against women are not complete.  The justice system needs to be careful not to become
complacent with progress: two steps forward, often means one step back on the journey of
ten steps toward stopping abuse of women and children. 

Ask your candidates: What will you do to ensure that justice policies, training
for justice staff, and the seriousness of woman abuse stays a priority?  

Legal aid for family law is generally not available.  Legal organizations and judges are
joining the voices of community groups to emphasize the lack of access to justice, when
women do not have access to legal aid during family breakdown.  Lack of access to legal aid
means women make choices that put them and their children at risk.

Ask your candidates: What will you do to ensure that women have access to
justice by providing legal aid for family law issues?  
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