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For Immediate Release June 3, 2008

The following is distributed by Island Information Service at the request of the
Department of Premier’s Office.

PROVINCE LAUNCHES ‘TAKE 30 FOR THE FAMILY’ SOCIAL MARKETING
PROGRAM

Charlottetown, PEI, April 11 —  Today, Premier Robert Ghiz joined cabinet colleagues

Minister Gerard Greenan and Minister Doug Currie along with community and corporate

partners to launch a social marketing program called ‘Take 30 for the Family’ designed

to provide parents with information, activity ideas, and tools to promote positive

parenting and healthy brain development during a child’s critical early years. 

“A child who has a good start in life, in a loving, caring setting, has the

experience needed to prepare for successful school entry. A child who hasn’t had the 

support necessary for the building blocks for physical well-being, learning and

socialization will find school – and life – much harder,” said Premier Ghiz.  “Parents are

our children’s first teachers and we want to help parents be successful in that role.”

The objectives of the “Take 30 for the Family” program are to have parents take

more time for family interaction and free play for children and to increase the number of

Prince Edward Island employers who develop and institute family friendly work policies

with an overall goal to improve outcomes for Prince Edward Island children from the

prenatal period to early school years.

The ‘Take 30 for the Family’ message informs parents, grandparents and other

caregivers that quality time doesn’t have to be overly organized or expensive.  In fact,

according to Laura Quinn-Graham, executive director of the Family Place in

Summerside, it’s nurturing relationships and simple interactions that matter most to a

child.  “It’s things like reading and telling stories, talking, playing games and eating

meals together as a family that have significant impact on a child’s growth and life-long

achievement,” she added. 



Phase one of the campaign uses radio and newspaper advertising, a Web site,

community events, a toll-free family information line as well as community and retail

partnerships to promote simple family activities that cost little or nothing.  A contest will

also run that asks parents and grandparents to share their own family stories about they

spend time growing and learning together.  Prizes are provided by retail partners Home

Hardware and Co-op Stores of Prince Edward Island.

The ‘Take 30 for the Family’ program is a collaborative effort of the PEI

Children’s Secretariat, which is a network of community and government organizations

working together to advance healthy child development in Prince Edward Island, with

support from corporate partners.  For more information about the program, please call

1-888-I Take 30 (1-888-482-5330) or visit www.take30.pe.ca.
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For more information contact:

Verna Lynne Weeks

Communications Officer

PH: (902) 620-3409

Cell: (902) 314-1370

http://www.take30.pe.ca.


Visit our web site at http://www.gov.pe.ca/
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